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COMMUNION 

CT O D 

THE' 

IFather, SoN,-and Holy Ghost, 

/ ' (Each PERSON dlftmaiy) in 

/ Love, Grace, and Coniblation : 

The ^Saints fellowpjlp with the FATHER, 
S O N, and H O L Y G rfo S T, Unfolded. 

By J H N O fr E N, D. D. 
WJth a Preface by the late Revd. Mr. Daniel Burgefs. 



C^ . I John iv. 8. God is love. 

Cant. i. 7. TV// me^ thou ivhom my foul lovetb^'ucherethou 

!K CAKT.y'm, i^, Makehqfiemy Be/t)wd, 
^ £pHE 6, iy.- 30. Grieve not the Holy Spirit ofGody nvherehyye 
H^ arefealed to the day of redemption, 

2\ I Cor. xii. 4^ 5, 6. No^ there are diver pties of gifts ^ hut the 
> fame fpirit. And there are differences 9f adminiffratiQfis^ 

but the fame^Lordy and there are diverjitiss of operations y 
but it is the fame God. 

G LA S GO W: ' ' "^ ' 
Printed by J. Galbraith and C o m p A n V. 
Sold at their Pnnting»ho'afe at -Que en Mary's Head, 
in PauV^ Clofc, above the Crofs. 
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Christian Reader^ 

J . X Tis nm)fiX years pajlyjince / v^as brought un^ 

\ der cm engagement ofpromifefor the pubti/bing 

r effome medifations an the fubjeil which thou wilt 

find handled in the enfutng treatife. The reafons of 

this delay y being not of public k concernment^ IJhalt 

not need to r^entum. Thofe who have been in expec- 

! fafion of this duty from; me, hav^for the mojl part 

Lv leenfofar acquainted^ith my condition and employ-' 

J mentsy as to be able tofafisfy themfelvesy as fo^ the 

y deferring of their defires. That which I have to ^ 

^ add at frefent is tinly thisj iMving had many oppor^ 

funities, Jince the time I fir ft delivered any thing in 

publick on this fiibje^y, (which wa& the means of 

bringing me under the engagements mentioned) to re^ 

ajfume the conftderatimof whatlhadfirftfiiKedon^ 

I have been enabled to give it that rmprovementy and 

Ift make thofe additions to the main of the defign and 

' matter treated ony that my firft debt, is cojfie at 

Ar' 2- Digitized by Googk [en^h J 



To THE Reader* . W 

length to be oiA the Hcafimi of what is rmc^tendred 
to the faints of God. 1 Jhallffeak nothing cf th^ 
fubje^ here handled; it may I hope /peak for itfelf^ 
in that fpiritual favour and relifh which it wilt 
yield to them^ who/e hearts are not fo filled with ^ •' 
tber things^ as to render the Jkvaet things cfthegofpet 
hitter to them. The defign (f the whole treatife^ 
thou wilt find ChriJHan reader y in the fir jl ^hapter^ 
of the frfi part : and I fhall not detain th^ hen-, 
with the perufal of any thing which in its proper 
place will ^er itfelf Wfdo thet: know Only y that t he- 
whole of it hath heen^recommended to the grace of 
God in many f applications, for Jts ufefuhefs unta 
them that are interefled in the good things nwnti* 
bned therein. 

Oxon. Ch. Cb; CdL 
^uly lo^ 1657. 

John O 
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TO THiU 



R E A D E R. 

ALPHONSUS, King of Spain, is fajd to> 
have found food and phyfick in reading Livy : 
And Ferdinand King of Sicily, in i cading ^uintta 
Curtvus. But thou haft here nobler entertain- 
ments, vaftly richer dainties, incomparably more 
fovereign medidnes; I had almoft faid, the very 
highieft of angels ifood is here fet before thee. And, . 
as Pliny fpcdksy fermi/lii deliciis auxilta : Things- 
that" minifter unto -grace and comfort;. to holy life" 
and livelinefe. . 

Sucli is this'treatife.^ This wHich is the only one ' 
extant, upon its great and neccffary fubjedi.'. This, . 
whofe praife hath been long in the churches; and 
hath gone enamelled with the honoui ablereproaches ^ 
of more than one Englilh B^iJ/^^. This whofe great 
author, like the fun, is well known to the world, by 
eminence of heavenly light and labours.. ThiS' 
which,* as his many other works, can be no other ~ 
than manna unto found Chriftians; tho' no better,, 
than itone andferpeift to5ocinia^8 and xheinfellow-- 
comnroners. 

Importunity hach dra^^n" me: to fay thusmui^h^ 
more, than I could think needful to be faid;' con- 
cerning any work' of Dr. Owen*^, - Needfurin our 
day it felf; a d^Lj v^hcraiT fauii faCras fcriftturas^^ 
plures nomina rerum^ plunm nomina magiflrorum ' 
fequuntur. Few do cleave to the holy fcriptures ; ; 
many do reft in fcholaftick fenfelefs. founds: -And ■- 
moft men do hang their faith^uponth^ir Rabbi's- 

IteeVCS, ' Digitized by GoOQie _^, 



n To jTHR Reader. 

^ This only I aJd ;' of the fwarms every day rrf- 
ing, there are few books but do want their readers^ 
Yet if I underftand aright^ there are not msmy 
readers but do want this book. 

In which cenfure^ I thmk, 1 am no tyrant, (which 
the PhilofopKer names the worft of wild beafts : ) 
andlamfure, I am lio flatterer^ (which he calls 
as juftly, the word of tame beads*) 

Let the fimple fouls {xhtpmtcijima kSiionis manci^ - 

pia} who take the doctrine of diftinct cc«nmunioQ 

with the divine perfons, to be a ijew fangled cMie^ 

and uucduih; obferve the words of the Reverend 

Mr. Sam. Qark (the annotator on the jBible) in his 

J fermon on i John i. 7. It is to be noted, that there 

j is a diftinct fellowfhrp with eath of the perfons of 

! the bleffed Trinity. Let them attend what is faidt 

by Mr. Lewis Stucley, ih his preface to Mr. Pol- 

wheiPs beok 9f quenching the Spirit; * It is a moft 

I * glorious truth, tho' confidered b^t by few, that 

3 * believers have, or may have, diftinct communioa 

i * with the three perfon8> Faiber, Son and Spirit. 

* This is atf eftedby the finger of God, and folemn* 

* ly owned by thefirft and beft age of chriftiauity/ 
To name no more ; let them read heedfuHy but the 
fecond chapter of this treatjfe, and its hoped that 
then they ftiall no longer contra untidotum infanir^; 
BO longer rage againft God's holy medicinal truth, 
as St. Auftin faith he did, while he was a Mani- 
chee; teftifying in fo many words^ his error was 
his very God. 

Reader,. / am^ 

• Thy Servant in Chrtji ^ejur^ 

• Digitized bi^LjOOQlC 

Dani el Burges s. 
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CO MM UNI ON 

WITH 

G O D 

THE 

Father y Son^ and Holy Ghoji. 

C H a' p. L 

That fhefatnfs^ave communion with God, i John 
i. 3. confidered to that purppfe. Somewhat ^ the 
nature of communism in general. 

IN the firft epiftle of John, chap i. ver. g. the 
apoflle afiures them to whom he wrote, that the 
fellout/h}f of believers is with the Father and with 
his Sen J^fus Chfifi: and this he doth wWi fuch 
an unufual kind of exprefliort as bears the force of 
an ajfevi-ration, whence we have rendered it, Tw 
""^z/, ire. 

ard appearance and condition of the 

— thofe days being very mean and contemp- 

-•Li^ *hek* leaders being accounted as the filth of 

.,rld, and as the offscouring of all things, the 

* :iting others unto fellowQiip wixh them, and a 

•ticipatton of the pfecious things which they did 

. * ■ • m . enjoy. 



8 Of Communion with God. C h a p. L ? 

enjoy, feems to be expofed to many contrary rea- 
fonings, and objeftions: what benefit is there in 
communion with them? Is it any thing elfe but to 
be fliarer-s in troubles, reproaches, fcorns, and all 
manner of evils? To prevent, or remove thefe and: 
the like exceptions, the apoftle^gives them to whom 
he wrote to know, and- that with fome'earneftnefs 
of expreffion, that norwithftandingall/the difad- 
vantages their fellowfliip lay under,, unto a carnal 
view, yet in truth it was, and would be found to be, . 
(in reference to feme with whojn they held it) 
very honourable, glorious and defireable ; For truly ^ . 
faith he, mrfelhwjhip is with the Fatur^ and with ^ 
hu Son ^cjus'ChriJt.. ., ' 

This being fo earneftly and direftly aflerted by. 
the apoftle, we may 'boldly follow him with our affir- 
mation, viz. That the faint i of God have communiom 
with htm. and an holy and fpiritual co;iimunion Jt: 
is, as ihall be declared. How this is fpoken diftinft- 
ly, in reference to the Father, and the Son; muft: 
afterwards be fully opened, and carried on. ■ 

By nature, fince the entrance of fin, no man? 
hath any communion with God. He is light, we are 
. darknefs, and what communion hath light with ' 
darknefs? He is life, we are 4^¥i* He is love, , 
we are enmity, and what agreement can there be 
between us.'* Men in fnch a condition, have neither 
Chrift, nor hope, nor God in the world, Eph. ii. 
1 2 . Being alienated from the life of God through the ^ 
\Zignorance that is in them, Chap. iv. i8. Now, two 
cannot walk together unlefs they he agreed^ Amos iii. 
3. Whilft there is this diftance between God and 
man, there is nof' walking 'together for them in any 
fellowfhip, or communion. Our firft intereft ia 
God, was fa loll hy fin, as that there was left un- 
to 
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lO Of Communion with God. C h A p. I^ 

faints of old Were not acquainted with. By Jefus- 
Ghrift alone then on all confidcrations as to bcingj 
and full manifeftation, is this diftance taken away j 
He hath conjecrated for m anew and living zvay 
(the oJd being quite &ut up) through the.vai/y that 
is to fay his ^e/h^ Heb. x. 20. And through him we 
baixe an accefs by one Spirit unto the Father^ Eph. ii. 
1 8, We whofometime^ were far offl are made nigfr 
by the blood ofChrifly for he is our peacey&c. ver. 
13, 14. Of this foundation of all our communionr 
with God, more afterwards and at large. Upon 
this new bottom and foundation, byv this new and 
living way, are finners admitted unto communion 
with God, and * hare fellowfhip with him. And 
truly for finners to have fellowlhip with God, the 
infinitely holy God, is an aflonilhing difpenfation. 
To fpeak a little of it in general; communion re- 
lates to things and perfbns. A joint participation in 
any thing whatever, good or evil, duty or enjoy- 
Hieiitj nature or anions,, gives this denomination to- 
them fo partaking bf it. A common intereft in the 
feme nature gives all men a fellowftiip or communi- 
on therein. Of the eleft it is faid, Heb. ii. 14., 
thofe children partook of (or had fellowftiip in With 
the reft of the wof\A)fle^' and blood; the fame cdvclt' 
mon nature with the reft of mankind ; and there- 
fore Chfift alfo came into the fame fellowftiip: 
There is alfo a communion as to ftate and condition^, 
whether it be good or evil; and this either in 
things internal and fpiritual, fuch as is the com* 
munion of faints among themfelves; or in refpjefl:: 
of outward things ; fo was it with Chrift and' the 
two thieves, as to one condition, and to one of them 
in refpeft of another. They were under the fam< 
^^.ntenee ta the crofsj, I^uke xxidi, A?x.<^M^^ ^* 

D,g,t,zdby ^ 



C H A p. I. Of Communion, wth God. 1 1 - 

hrisfocii They had comrauBion: as to that evil con- 
dition whereunto they were adjudged. And one of 
them requefled, which he obtained, a partici- 
pation in that bleffed condition, whereupon our Sa- 
viour was immediately to enter. There is alfo a 
communion or fellowfhip in aftions, whether good 
or evil*. In good is that communion and fellowfhip 
HI the gofpel, or in the performance and celebrati- 
on of that fellowihip of God, which in the gofpel is 
inftituted, which the faints do enjoy; Phil. i. 5. 
which as to the general kmd of it, David fo rejoices 
in, 'PfaL xlvi. 4. Evil was that, wherein Simeon and 
Ijcvi were brethren^ Gen. xlix. 5. They had com- 
munion in that* cruel aft of revenge and murder4 
Our communion with God is not comprifed in-^ny 
^oneof thefe kinds; of fome of them it is exclufive. 
Itcaraiot be natural. Itmufl: be voluntary and by 
confent : It cannot be in the fame aftions upon a third 
party, -but in a return from one to another.- The 
infinite difparity that is between God and man, made 
the great philofopher conclude, that there could be 
no friendlhip between them. Some diftance in the 
perfons holding friendlhip he could allow; nor could 
cxaAly determine the bounds ^d extent thereof: 
Imt that between God and man, in his apprehenfion 
Jeft no place for it. Another fay? indeed, that there 
is communitas homini cum T)eo^ a certain fellowihip 
tetween God and man. But the general inter- 
.urfe of p«)videncc is all he apprehended: fo^nc 
irofe to higher expreffions, but they underftood 
lothing whereof thjcy fpake. This knowlcgc is 
lid HI Qirift, as will ^to^vards be made to appear. 
is;too wonderful for nature, as finftd and corrupt- 
Terror and apprehenfions of death at the pre- 
*e of God, is aU ihat it guides imta . But we 



tt Of Communion with (5sd. Cnxf. T. 

have, as was faid, a new foundation, with a new dif- 
covery. of this privilege. • 

* Now communion is the mutual commuBicatioa 
< of fucb good things, as wherein the pcrfons holding 

• that communion are delighted, bottomed upon fome 

* unbn between jhem/ So it was with Jonathan and 
David, their fouls clave to one another, i Sam. xi. 
i 7. in lote. There was the union pflove between 
thorn; and then they really communicated all iffue^ 
of love mutually : in fpiritual things this is njore e- 
mihent. Thofe who enjoy this communion have 
theraoft excellent union, for the foundation of itj 
tmd the iflues of . that union which they mutually 

. coramiThicate, 4re_the mod precious and eminent. 

Of the union, which is the foundation of alt that 
communion we have with God, I have fpoken 
largely elfewhere, and have nothing farther to add ' 
thereuntOi. ' ' - 

Our communion then with God, confiifteth ii| 
his communication of himfelf unto uSy %vith our r$* ^ 
turnal unto bim^ of that which he reqijireth and 
acceftfeth, flowiag from the union which in Jefuj 
Ghrift we ha^ with him : and it is twofold, i . Per? 
fe£l and compheat, in the full fruition of his glory^ 
and total gi^i^g up of oiir£tl¥es to bim, .refting id 
feim, as our litmoft .end, 'wkich' wd feall OTJoy, 
iwhen we fea bim aa ha' is: and &• Initial aad in- 
compleat, in the firft fruits and dawbisgs of that 
perfeaion, whieh wft have Jygre iri gr^oej '^jrhick 
iwily Ifliall liaiidk. ' :, ' : : ^' - 

itisi^^h^ Ifay of thatiatitual 6omiimm<^i^^ 
gi^i^g and reaei^g^ lafter^ mbflrtel^afidi fpitfituaU 
fioanner, whiah is bet^retn Godnan<} tfa^ Mnft$ w&ik 
they walk together in i covells^nt of pe^ce, ratifi^ 
in the blood ^f J^fQP/ vAmm^ moi w: to treak 
. And 



Ch. II. Commuhion with each Ferfon.diJlin^Iy. 13 - 

And this we flaall do, if God permit, in the mean 
time, * fraying the God and Father of our Lord and 

* Saviour Jefus Ch rift, who fiath of the ricl^es of his 

* grace, recovered us from a ftate of enmity, into a 

* condition of communion and fellowftiip with him- 

* felf, that both he that writes, and they that read the 

* words of this mercy, may have fuch a tafte of his. 
^-fwee^nefs and excellencies therein, as to be ftirred 

* up to a farthej longing after the'fulnefs of his fal- 

* vation, and the eternal fruition of him in glory.' 

. C H A P. IL 

That the faints have this communion cTtJlinBly with 
the Father y Soriy and Shinty i John v. 7. open- 
ed to thij purpofe. 4^Jo \ Cor. xii. A^y 5, 6.Eph- 
ii. 1 8, Father and Son mentioned jointly in Jhis 
cfimmunion. The Father folely : the Son alfo and 
the Holy Gbojl fintly. The faints refpeilive re- 
. gard in "all worjhip to each per/on manifejled^ 
Faith in the Fat her y John v, 9, 10. and love to* 
wards hiniy i John ii. 15. Mai. i. 6. So is prayer 
andpraife: itisfolikewifewiththeSony John 
xiv. I. Of our co7n?nunion with the Holy Ghojl. 
The truth farther confinned. 

TH A T the faints have communion witlv God, 
what communion In geikral is, was declared 
n the firft chapter. The manner how this com- 
aunion is carried on, and the matter wherein i; doth 
3nfift, comes nextlmder confideration. For the 
-ft, in refpe<ft of the diftinft perfons of the God- 
ad, with whom^they have this -fellowfliip, it is 
hcrdiftinft and peculiar, or clfe, obtained and ex- 



14 Communion with each Per/on dtftln6lly. Ch. IT. 

. crcifed jointly and in common. That the faints 

I have diftind communion with the Father, and the^ 

' Son, and the Holy Spirit, (that is, difjinftly With 

;. the Father, and diftiuftly with the Son, and di- 

flinftly with the Holy Spirit) and in what, the pe- 

iculiar appropriation of xhis diftinfl communion unto 

the feveral perfons, doth confift, imift in the firfl 

place Jbe made manifeft 

I John v. 7. The apoftle tells us, there are three 
that bear wltnefi tn hjeavm^ the Father^ the Word, 
and the Spirit, In heaven they are, and bear wit- 
nefstous. Andwhat is it that they bear wicnefs unto? 
Unto the fonlhip of Chrift, and the falvation of 
believers in his blood. Of the carrying on of that, 
both by blood and water, jufiMcation and fanftifi- 
cation, is he there treating. Now how do they 
bear witnefs hereunto? even as three, as three di- 
ftinft witneffes. When God witneiTeth concerning 
our falvation, furely it is incumbent on us to receive 
. his teftimony. Aiid as^he beareth witnefs, ig are 
we to receive it. . Now this is done diftinftly. The 
Fadier beareth witnefs, the Son beareth witnefs, 
and the holy Spirit beareth witnefs; for they are 
three diftinft witneffes. So then are we to receive 
their feveral teflimonies, and in doing fo, we have 
communion with them feverally; for in this giving 
*-and receiving of teftimony, confifts no fmall part, of 
our fellowfliip with God ; wherein their diftinil, 
witneffing confifts, wjll be afterward declared. 

i Con xii. 4, s,6. The apoftle fpeaking of 
the diftribution of gifts and graces unto the faints, 
afcribes them diftinftly in refp^ft of the Fountain 
of their communication unto the diftinft perfons. 
There are diverfities of gifts, but the fame Spirit. 
Tk^ pnc and felf-fame Spint that is the Holy Ghoft, 

Digitized by LaOOQl'i V lO^ 



Ch. it. Communion vfith each Per/on dijlinllly. 15 

v.a 2* And there are differences of adrainift rations, 
,.but the- fame Lord, the fame Lord Jefus, v. 3, 
' And there are di vcrfities of operations, but it is the 
feme God, &c. even the Father, Eph. iv. 6. So 
graces and ^ifts are beflowed^ and fo are they re- 
ceived. 

And not only in tlie emanation of grace from 
God, and the elapfes of the Spirit on us, but aifo 
in all our appro4ehes, unto God, is'the fame di- 
ilinftion obferved: for through Chrlft we have| 
an aeccfi by on€ Spirity untO: the Father, Eph. vi 
18. Our accefs unto God (wherein we have com-, 
munion with him) is through Chrift in the Spirit, 
and unto the Fathefr ^ The perfons being herein 
confidcredy as engaged diftinflly 4nto theaccom-- 
plifliment of the counfel of the will of God, reveal- ' 
cd in the gofpek - 

Sometimes indeed there is exprefs mention mad« 
only of the Fatherland the Son, i John. i. ^.Our 
fellowfhip is ivifh the Father and with his Son ^e- 
. Jus Chrijfr The partick (and) is both diftinguiib- 
ing, and uniting. Alfo, John xiv, 2 5: If a man love 
me^ he will keep my wordsyandmy Father will love . 
him, and we will come unto him^ and make our abode \ 
with him. It is in this communion, wherein Fa^ 
iher and Son do make their abode with the foul, , . 

Sometimes the Son only is fpbken of as to this ' 
purpofe, 1 Cor. i. 9. God is faithful by whom yt 
were called unto the fellowfhip of his Son fefus Chrift 
mrLord. And, Rev. iii. 20. If any man hear my voice 
^ndvpen the door, I will came in toMfh^ and will f up 
vithhimy and he with me ^ ofwhich place afterwards.. 

Sometimes the Spirit alone is mentioned, 2 Cor. 

i. 14. The grace of the Lord^efus Chrift ^ ^^d the 

')e of Godf Und the communion of the Holy Ghoft be 



1 6 Communicn with each Per/on dljlindly. Ch, II. 

with you all. This diftinft communion then of the 
faints with the Father, Son, and Spirit, is very plain 
in the fcripture; but yet, it may admit of farther 
dcmonftration : only this caution I mull: lay in be- 
fore hand. Whatever is affirmed in the 'purfuit^f 
this truth, it is done with relation to the explanation 
cnfuing in the begii/ning of the next chapter/ 

The way and means- on the part of the faints, 
whereby in Chrift they enjoy communion with God, 
are all the fpiritual and holy aftings, and outgoings of 
their fouls in thofe graces; and by thofe ways, where- 
in both the moral, and inftituted worftiip of God 
doth confifl:. Faith, love, truft, joy, &c. are the 
natural or moral worfhip of God, whereby thofe 
in whom they are, have communion with him. 
Now thefe are either immediately afted on God, 
and not tyed to anyways or means outwardly mani- 
fefting themfelycs, ot elfe they are farther drawn 
forth in folemn prayer and praifes, according unto 
that way which he-hath appointcfd. That the fcrip- 
ture doth diftinftly affign all thefii unto the Father, 
Son, and Spirit: jmanifefling that the faints do, in 
all of tl^em, both as. they are purely and nakedly, 
moral, and as farther doathed with inftituted wor- 
ihip, refpcft each perfon refpeftively, is that, which 
to give light to the aifertioa in hand, Ifliail farther 
declare by particular inftances. 

I. For the Father : Faith, love,. obedience, &€. 
are peculiarly, and 'di£tinftly yielded by the faints 
unto him; and he is peculiarly manifefted in thofe 
way^ as aclijg peculiarly towards them, which 
fhoulidraw them forth, and ftir them up t*.Gre- 
into.' ,He gives, teftimopy unrcv and beareth wit- 
lefs of his Son, i John v. q. This is the witneji of 
jod which he hath tejlified of 'his,, Son. In his 
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bearing witnefs he is an objeft of belief. "When he 
gives teftimony (which he doth as the Father,^ bc- 
caufe he-doth it of the Son) he is to be received in 
it by faiths And Ais is affirmed, ver. 10. He that 
believelh on the Son of Cod, hath the ^witnefs m 
, himfeif.' To believe on the Son of God in this 
place, is, to receiV'^ rhe Lord-Chrift as the Son^ 
the Son given unto us, for z\\ the ends of the Fa- 
ther's love,, upon the credit of the Father's teftimo- ■ 
, ny ; and therefore therein is faith immediately afted 
on the Father^ So it follows in the next wordv 
He that believeth not God (that is, the Father, wha« 
bears witnefs ta the Son) makes him a liar . you^ 
believe in God, (faith our Saviour) John xiv. i. .. 
Aat is^ the Father, as fucb; for he adds, believe 
alfo in me ; or believe you in God, believe alfoin 
' me •/ God as the prima Veritas, upon whofe autho^ ir 
rity is founded, and whereinto all, divine faith is ul- 
timately refolved, is not to be confidered as peculi- 
arly expreffive of any perfon, but comprehending' 
the whole Deity, which undividedly is the prime Ob- 
JcA thereof. But in this particular it is the tefti- 
mony and authority of the Father (as fuch) there- 
in, of which we fpeak, and whereupon faith is di- 
ftinflly* fixed on him ^ which if it were not fo,. the: 
Son ceuld not add;, believe alfo^in rm^ 

The like alfoisfaid of love,, i John v. x$. Tf any 
man love the world the love of the Father is not in 
him. ThaLis^ the love which. we bear to him, not \ 
that which we receive from him. The Father iV 
here placed, as the Objeft of ourlove, in oppofitipn 
to the world, which takes up our afFeftioi* ; the: 
Father denotes the-matter and-objeft, not the effi- 
cient caufe pf the love enquired after. And this: 
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lo?,e of him as a Father, is that which he calls his 
honour, MaL i. 6. 

Further, Thefe graces as afted in prayer and 
praifes, and as cloathed with inftitutcd worfhip, are 
peculiarly direfted unto him. We call on the Ei- 
ther, 1 Pet-, i, 17. Eph.S:.>»/ 15. For this\aufe I 
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrijty of whom the whole family An heaven and 
earth is named. Bowing the knee, comprizeth the 
whole worfliip of God, both that which is moral/ 
in the univerfal obedience h^ requireth, and thofe 
peculiar ways of carrying it on, which are by him 
appointed, Ifa. xlv. 23. Unto me (faith the Lord) 
every hiee /hall boWy and every tongue fhall fioear. 
Which, xxiv. 25. he declareih to confift in their ac- 
knowleging of him, f<5r righteoufnefs, and ftrength. 
Yea, it feems fometiraes to' comprehend the orderly 
fubje&ion of the whole creation unto his fovereign- 
tj. In this place of the apoftle, it hath a far more 
reftrained acceptation, and is but a figurative expref- 
fion of prayer, taken from the moft expreffive bo- 
dily pofture to be ufed in that duty. This he far* 
^ ther manifefts, ver. 1 '^, 1 7. declaring at large what 
his aim was, -and whereabouts, his thoughts were 
exercifed in that bowing of his knees. The work- 
ings then of the Spirit of grace in that duty, are df- 
ftinftly direfted to th^ Father as fuch, as the foun- 
tain of the Deity, and of all good thing^s in Chrift; 
as the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift. And 
therefore the fame apoftle doth in another place, 
exprefly conjoin, and yet as,^exprefly diftinguifb the 
Father and the Son in directing his fupplications, 
I .Thef. jiii. [ i. God himfelf &oen oitr Father ^ and 
tur Jjord Jefus Chrift dired our way unto you. The 
ike prcfident alfo have you of thankfgiving; Eph. 
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1. 3, 4. Blejfedbe the Father of our Lord ^efus Chrifl^ 
&c r I fliall not add thofe very many places, where- 
in the feveral particulars that do concur unto that 
whole diviue worfliip (aot to be communicated -un- 
to any, by nature not God without idolatry) where- 
in the faifits do hold communion with God, are dl- 
ftinftly direfted to the perfon of the Father. - 

It is fo alfo in reference unto the Son, John 
XIV. I. Tou believe in God (faith Chrift) believe alfo 
in me. Believe alfo, aft faith diftinftiy on me; faith 
divine, fupcrnatura!, that faith whereby you be- 
lieve in God, that is the Father. There is a be- 
lieving of Chrift, vizy ;hat he is the Sou of GoJ, 
the Saviour of the world. This is that whofe ne- 
gle<ft our Saviour fo threatned iinto the Pharlfees: 
Johnviii. 24. If you believe mt that I am he^ you 
fhall die in your fins. In this fenfe faith is not im- 
mediately fixed on the Son, being only an owning 
of him, that is, the Chrift to be the Son, by clo- 
fmg with the teftimony of the Father concerning 
him. But there is alfo a believing on him, callei 
believing en the name -of the_ Son ofQ6d^ i John 
V. 1 3. So alfo, John ix. 36, yea the dillinci affixing 
of faith,"" affiance and confidence on the Lord Jefus 
* Chrift the Son of God, is moft frequently prefled, 
John iii. 1 6. God{f!t\2X is the Father)yS lovedtheworldj 
. that whofoever believeth on him (that is the Son) 
fhould not perifh. The Son, who is given of the 
Father is believed on. He that believeth on hinty ♦ 
is not condemned^ v» 1 S. He that believeth §n the Son 
^ath eternal life^ V. 7,6. Thi*> is the work of God 
that ye believe on him, whom he hath fent, John 
vi. 29, 40. 1 John v. 10. The foundation of the 
whole is laid, John v. 2 ^. That all me"n fhould ho-- 
nour the Son, even as they honour tfie Father; he 
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that honoureth not the Scn^ honoureth not the Father 
which fent him. But of this honour and worfhip 
of the Son, I have treated at large elfewhere: 
and fhall not in general Hifill upon it again. For 
love, I (hall only add that foJemn apoftoJical bene- 
diftion,' Eph. vi.. 2 4. Grace be with all t-hem' that 
l(yve our Lord '^efu'5 Chri/l in Jlncerity. That is 
with divine love, the love of religious worfhip;. 
which is the only incorrupt love of the Lord Jefus. 
Further, That faith, hopcyand love, a<Jlingtheni- 
* fdves in all manner of obedience and appointed wor- 
(liip, are peculiarly due fromAe faints, and diftinc- 
ty direfted unto- the Son, is abundantly manifefted 
from that folemn doxology,. Rev. i. 5, 6. Unt^ him 
that loved us andwafhedusfrom our fins in. his own- 
bloody and hath made us kings and prie/h unto God 
^^nd his Fat her y to him be ^ory and dominion for e^- 
ver^^ andever^ Amen.. VVhich yet is fet forth with 
more glory, chap. v. 8. The four living creatures^ 
arid the four and twenty elders fell down before th& 
Lanibf having every one of them harps, and golden- 
' vials full of odours, which are the prayers of faints^. 
And ver. 1 3^, 14.. Every creature which is in heaven^, 
and on earthy and under the earthy andfuch as are 
inthefeay and all that art mtheniy heard Ifayingy 
' bleJJingSy honour y glory, and power, be unto^ him that 
fittethon the thrmey^ and unto the Lamb for ever and^ 
ever. The Father, and the Son, he that fits^ upon 
the throne,, and the Lamb, are held om jointly, 
yet diftinftly as the adequate .Objcft of all divine 
worfliip and. honour, for ever and ever. And there- - 
fore Stephen in his folemnliyiny; invocation, fixeth 
his faith and hope diltinftly on him,. A<5ls vii. 59, 
60.. Lord Jefus receive my ffirity and Ij)rd lay mt 
this ^n to their charge; iox he knew," that the Son of 
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man had power to forgive fins alfo. And this wor- 
fliip of the Lord Jefus, .the apoftle makes the dif- 
crimisating charafter of the Ikints, i Cor. i. 2 With ' 
all (faith hej that in every place call uton the name 
■ ^f 7^/^^ ChrijX our Lordy both theirs and ours ; that 
is, with all the faints of God.. And invocation ^[g^ 
nerally comprizes the whole worfliip of God. ^'t'his 
then' is the due of our Mediator, thStigh as God, 
as the Son, not as Mediator. 

Thus alfo is it in reference unto the holy Spirit 
of gracew The clofmg of the great fin of unbelief, 
is ftiU defcribed as an oppofiiion unto, and ajefift- 
ing'of that* holy Spirit. And you have difiinfi men- 
tion of the love of the Spirit, Rom, xv. 1 3. Theapo- 
(lle alfo peculFarly direfts his fupplication to him, in,, 
that folemn benediction, 2 Cor, xiii. 1 4. The gi^ce 
of the Lord 7^fus Chrijly the love of God^ arid the 
communion of thje holy Spirit be with you^ All fuch 
bcncdiftions are originally fupplications. He is 
likewife intiiled unto all inftituted worfliip, from 
the appointment of the adminiftration of baptifm 
in his name, Matth.xxvii. 1 8. Of which things more 
afterwards. 

Now of the things which have been delivered, 
this is the fum ; there is no grace whereby our fouls 
go forth »nto Qbd, Ho aft of divine worfliip yield- 
ed unto him, no duty or obedience performrd, but 
they are diftinftly direfted unto Father, Son, and 
Spirit: no\y by thefe and fuch like ways a^ ihefe, 
do we hold communioij with God.: and therefore 
^ we have that communion difl:in<5Hy, as hath been 
defcribed. 

This alfo may farther appear, if we confider how 
difl:inftly the perfons of the Deity are revealed tr 
aft in the communication of thofe good things, where; 
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in the faints have commimion with God, As all 
the fpiritual afcendings oi their fonTs, are afEgned 
unto them refpeftivcly, fo all their internal Yeceiv- 
ings of the conwiunications of God unto them, arc 
held out in fuch a diftribution, as points at diilinft 
rifes and fountains, (though not of being in them- 
felv.es, yet) of difpenfaiions unto us» Now this is- 
declared two ways. 

1. When the fame thing, is at the fame time, af- 
cribcd jointly, and yet diftinftly to all the perfons ' 
in the Deity, and refpeftively^to each of them. S(^ 
are grace and peace,' Rev. i. 4, 5. Graop be unto you 
and peace from him which rx, and which waSy and 
which is t9 comey and from the f even fpirits which are 
before his throne, and from fefus Chriji who is tJye 

fmthfulWitnefsy Scd The (even fpirits before the 
throne, are me holy Spirit of God, confidered aa^ 
the perfeft fountain of every perfeft gift and dif- 
penfation. All are here joined together, and yet 
all mentioned as diftinguifhed in their communica- 
tion of grace and peace, unto the faints. Grace and 
feace be unto you^ from the Father , andfrom, &c. 

2. When the fame thing is attributed feverally 
and fingly unto, each perfbn. There is indeed, no 
gracious influence from above, no elaple of lights 
life, love, or grace upon our hearts, butproceedeth 
in fueh a difpenfation. I ftiall give only one in- 
ftance, which Is very comprehenfiye, and may be 
thought to comprize all. other particulars; and this 
is TEA CHIN G. The teaching of God, is the real 
coramufiication'of all and every particular emanati- 
on from himfelf unto the faints, whereof they are 
made partakers. That ^pxomik, they fhalt be all 
might ofGodytn^'Tzps in itfelf the whole myftery 
s^ grace> as to its aftual difpenfation(3ffli,g|)as, fofa^ 
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as we may be. made real poffeflbrs of it. Now this ' 
isaffigiied. 

V. Unto the Father. The accomplifliment of 
/that pcpmife is peculiarly referred to him, John 
vi. 45. // is wriiten in the prophets^ and they /haH 
b£ alliaught of God, Every man therefore wh$ 
hath heard and learned of the FATHER^ comet h 
unto me. This teaching whereby we are tranflated 
from death unto life, brought unto Chrift, unto a 
participation of life and love in him, it is of, and from 
the Father: him we: hear, of him we learn, by him 
are we brought unto union and communion with 
the L^rd Jefus. This is his drawing us, his be- 
getting us anew of his own will, by his own Spirit. 
And in which work he imploys the miniflers of the 
gofpel, A^s xxvi. 18. 

2. Unto the Son. The Father^ proclaims him 
from hea\en to be the great Teacher in that folemn 
charge to hear him, which came once again from 
the excellent glory. This i^ my beloved Son^ hear 
him. The whole of his prophetical, atid no fmali 
part of his kingly office conftfts in'^this teachincy; 
herein is he faid to draw men unto him, as the Fa- 
ther is faid ro do jn his teaching, John xii. 3 2. which 
he doth wiih fuch efficacy, that the dead hear his 

. voice and live. ' The teachingK)f the Son, is a life- 
giving, a fpirit-breathing teajchinc;: an effectual in- 
fluence of light, whereby he ftiines into darknefs; 
communication of life, quickniag the dead, an o- 
pening of blind eyes, and changing of hard hearts, 
• pouring out of the Spirit, with all the fruits there- 
F. Hence he claims it as his privilege to be the 
)le Mafter, Matth. xxiii. 10, One is your Majier 
bich is Chrift. 

3. To the Spirit. John xiY%,^4(2.The Com- 

forter 
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* forter hefliajl teach yau ill things; and the anoin- 

* ting \\ I;iich you have received/ (faith the apoftle) 

* abideth in you, and you need not that any man 

* teach you, but as the fame anointing teacheth you 

* of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even 

* as it hath taught you,' ye fh^ll abide in him, i John , 
ii. 27. That teaching unction which is not only 
true, b'lt truth itfelf, is only the holy Spirit of 
Gfod; fo that he tcachcth alfo;.. being given unto 
us, that we may know the things that are freely 
given to us of God, i Cor. ii. 1 5. 1 have chofen this 
fpecial inflance, becaufe as I told you, it is compre* 
henfive, and co nprizes in itfelf moll: of the particu- 
lars' that might be enumerated: quickning, pr^fer- 
ving, &c. ^ 

Thi^ then farther drives on the truth that lyes 
under demotifl ration; there being fuch a diflihft 
communion of grace from the feveral perfons of the 
Deity, the faints mufl: needs have difliaft commu* " 
nion with them. 

It remainerh only to intimate in a word, where- 
in this diftinQion lyes, and what is the ground 
thereof. Now this is, that the Father doth ir by 
the way of original authority; the Son by the way 
of communicating from a purchafed treafury; the 
holy Spirit by the way of immediate efficacy. 

I. The Father communicates all grace by the 
way of original authority. He quickneth wnou 

HE WILL, John V. 7\. Of HIS OWN WILL, 

beg^at he us, James i. 18. Life-c^iving poorer is lu 
refpeft of original authority inverted in the Father 
by the way of eminency : and therefore in fending 
^f the quickning Spirit, Chrifl is faid to do it from 
be Father, or the Father himfelf to do it. But 
he Comfort er^ the holy Spirit whom the Father will 
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Jend, John xiv. 26, But when the Comfirter is corner 
whom I will find from the Father^ John xv. 26. 
Though he be alfo faid to fend himfelf^ on 
another account, John xyi, 7. 

2. The Son, by the way of making out a pur- 
chafed ireafury. Of his fulnefs do we all receive 
nnd Trace for grace^ John i, 1 6. And whence is 
this ftilnefs? ft pkafed the Father that in him all 
fidnefs Jhould dwells Col. i. 19. And upon what 
account he hath the difpeiAtion of that fulnefs to 
him committed, you may iie, Phil. ii. 8, 9, 10, 11/ 
When thoujhalt make his foul an offering fir ftn^ he 
fhall frolmg his day^y and the pleafure of the Lord 
Jhall prof per in hi^ hand. He fhall fee of the travail 
^fbisfiulandbefatisfied: by his knqwlege fhalirrty 
righteous Servant juflify many : fir he fhall bear their 
iniquities^ Jfa* liii.-io, 11. And with his fulnefs 
he nath alfoaurhot-ity for the communicatbn of it, 
John V, 25, 26. Matth. xx-viii. 18. . 

J. The Spirit doth it by the way of immediate 
efficacy, Rom. viii. 11. But if the Spirit of him 
ihat raifid up ^efus from the dead^ dwell in you i 
he that raifid up Chriji from the deady fhall alfi 
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwell' 
eth in you. Here are all three comprized, with 
their diftinft concurrence unto our quickning. Here 
is the Father's authoritative quickninij, he raifed 
Chrift from the dead an(J be featt quicken you : and 
the Son's medizitory quickning, for it is done in the 
death of Chriji :ai!4 the Spirit's immediate efffcacy \ 
he fhall do it by the Spirit that dweHeth in you. 
He that defires to fee this whole matter farther ex- 
plained, naay confult what T have elfewherc writtei? 
da this fubjcfh And thus is the diftind communi 
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on whereof we treat, both proved and demonftrat- 
ed. 

CHAP. IIL 

Cff the peculiar and di/lind co?nmunion which the 
faints^ have with the Father. Ohfervations for the 
clearing of the whole premifed. Ofxr peculian com-^ 
tnnnion with the Father is in love: i John iv^ 
7, 8, 2 Con xiiL .i|| John xvi. a^, 27. Rom. v. 
« .5. John ill. r 6. John xiy. 2 3. Titus iii. 4. opened 
to this purpofe. What is required of believers^ 
to hold commupion with the Father in love^ His 

. love received by faith. Returns of love to him, 
God^s love to usy and ours to him wherein they a^ 
gree. Wherein they differ. 

HA VIN G proved that there is fuch a diftinct 
communion in refpect of the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, as whereof we fpeak ; it remains that it be 
farther cleared up by an induction of inilances, xo 
manifefl what and wherein the faints peculiarly hold 
this communion with the feveral peribns refpective- 
]y: which alfo I fhalido after the premifmg {omt , 
pbfervations, neceflary to be previoufly confide red, 
as was promifed, for the clearing of what hath been 
fpoken. And rhey are thefe that follow."" 

I. When I affign any thing as peculiar, where*- 
in we diftinctly hold communion with any perfon, 
i do jiot exclude the other perfons. from communi- 
on with the foul in the very fame thing. Orj'y this 
I fay, principally, immediately and by the way of 
eminency, we have in' fuch a thing, or^in fuch a 
vvay communion with fomeone perfon; and there^ 
\x\ with the others, fecondarily and by the way of 
* ' • Digitized by Google coa-' 
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c5ohf€qiience on that foundation : For the per fon, 
as the perfon of any one of them, is not the prime 
Object of 4ivlne worfliip, but as it is identified with' 
the nature or elfence of God. Now the works that 
outwardly arg:;pf God, (called trinitatis ad extra) 
which are cojnmpnly faid to b^ common and undi' 
tided, -are either whoHy fo, and in all refpects; 
as all works of c^mon providence, or elfe being 
common in rcfpefrt: of their acts, they are diftiil- 
guifhed in refpect, of that principle, or next and 
imrnediate rife iivibje manner of operation ; fo crea- 
tion is appropriated to the Father, redemption to 
the Son; in which ieiife we fpeak-of thefe things, 
2. There is a fconciirence of Uie actings and ope- 
rations of the whole Deity, in that difpenfation^ 
wherein each pe'rfon concurs to the work of our 
falvation, unto every act of our communion with 
each Angular perfon. Look by what act foever, 
we hold communtoii with any perfon, there is an in- 
fliience from every perfon to the putting forth of 
that act. As fuppbfe it to be the act of faitb. It 
is beftowed on trs'by the Father: It is not of our-- 
felveSy it is tbe gift of Gody Eph. ii.. 8. It is , the 
Father that revealeththe gofpel, and Chrift there- 
in, Matth. xiv2 5. And it is purchafedfor us by 
the Son : It \ts:pven unto you for Chrift* s fake to be-^ 
. h'eve on him, rhil. i. 29.^ In him are we bleffed 
withfplritualbkJpngSy Eph. i, 3. He beflows on 
ns, and increafcth faith in us, Luke xvii, 5. And 
it is wrought in us by the Spirit : he adminifters 
that * exceeding greatnefs of his power which he 
• exercifeth towards them who believe, according 
o the working of his mighty power; which he 
rought in God when he raifed him up from the 
^y Eph. i. 19, 20. Rom. viii. 11. r- i 
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3. When I aiEgn any particular thing wherein 
VJt hold communion with any perfon, I do not do 
it exclufively unto other mediums of communion j 
but only by the way of inducing a fpecial, and erai-* 
nent inftance, for the proof and nianifeftation of 
the former general affertion ; otherwife there is no 
grace, or duty wherein we have not communion with 
God in theway defcribed. In every thing wherein we 
are made partakers of the divine nature, there is a 
communication ard receiving between God and us. 
3o near arc we unto him in Chrift. 

4. By aflerting -this diftinct communion, which 
merely refpects that order in the difpenfation of 
grace, which God is pleafed to hold out in the gof- 
pel, I intend not in the leaft, to (hut up all commu-. 
nion with God under thefe precincts, (his ways be^ . 
ing exceeding broad, containing a perfection where- 
of there is no end) nor to prejudife that holy feU 
lowfhip we have with the whole Deity, in our walk- 
ing before him in covenant obedience, which alfo 

, (God affifting) I fliall handle hereafter. 

[ Thefe few obfervations being premifed, I come 
now to declare what it is, wherein peculiarly and 
eminently the faints have communion with the Fa- 
ther: and this is- love. Free, imdeferved, and 
eternal love. This the Father peculiarly fixes up- 
on the faints : this they are immediately to eye in 
him, to receive of him, and to make fuch returns 
thereof, as he is delighted withal. This is the 
great difcovery of the gofpej. For whereas the 
Father as the fountain of the Deity, is not known 
any other way but as full of wrath, anger, and in- 
dignation againft fin, 'nor can the fons of men have 
any other thoughts of him, Rom. i. 18. Ifa. xxxiii. 
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15, 16. Hab. i. 13. Pial. V. 4, 5, 6.Eph. iJ. 3. Here 
he is. now revealed peculiarly as love, -as full of it 
unto us ; the manifeftation whereof is the peculiar 
work of the gofpel, Tit. iii, 4. 

i. I John iv. 8. God is love. /xhzi the name of 
God is here taken perfonally, and for the perfon oP 
the Father, nbt effentially, is evident from ver* 9.' 
where he is diftingurlhed from his only begottea 
Son whom he fends into« the world. Now (faith; 
he) theFath^s love, that is, not only of an infinite-- 
W gracious, teajer, compaffionate and loving nature, 
according as ne hath proclaimed* himfelf, Exod^ 
xxxiv. 6, 7. but alfo one that eminently ai\d pecu- 
liarly difpenfeth himfelf unto us in free love* Sor 
the apoftle feis it forth in the following verfes; this- 
is love, ver. 9. this is that which I would have you^ 
take notice of in him, that he makes out love unto 
you, * in fending his only begotten Son into the 

* world, that We might live through him.' Soalfo^: 
ver. iQ. ^He loved us, and fent his Son to be the 
' propitiation for our fins.' And that this is, peculiarly 
K> be eyed in him, the Holy Ghoft plainly declares,, 
in makiag it antecedent to the fending of Chrift^ 
and all mercies and benefits whatever by him receiv- 
ed. This bve^ I fay, in its felf is antecedent to the 
purchafe of Chrift, although the whole fruit there- 
of be made ©ut alone thereby ,-Eph. f. 4,^5, 6ir 

2. So in that diftribmron made by the apoftle in his 
ibletnn parting benediction, ;2, Cor. xiii. 13. 'The 
^ grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, the lovje of^ 

* God, and the fellowfbip of the Holy Gholl: be 
*- witl\ you. • Aiciibing fundry things .m:jto the di- 
ftinct perfons, it is love that he peculiarly afiigns t( 

le Father. And the-feUcwfliip of the Spirit i 
ocioned,. with 'the grace of Chrift, and the lov<. 
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of God, becaufe it is by the Spirit alope that we 
have felfowfliip with Chrift in grace, and with the 
Father in' love; ahhoughwe have alfo peculiar fel- 
lowftiip with him, as fliall be declared. 

3. John xvi. 26, 27. faith our Saviour, * I fay 

* not unto you, that I vrill pray the Father for you, 

* for the Father himfelf loveth you:' but how 1% 
this, that our Saviour faith, \ I fay not that I will 

* pray the Father for you,' when he faith plainly^ 
chap, xiv. 16. ' I will pray the Fad|2r for you?*^ 
The difcipfes with all the gracious 'vipds, comfort- 
able and faithful promifes of their Mailer, with 
moft heavenly difcoveries of his heart unto therti, 
were even fully convinced of his dear and tender 
affecticHis towards them; as alfo of his continued 
care and kindnefs, that he would not forget them^. 
when bodily he was gone from them; as he was now 
upon hiis departure \. but now all their thoughts are- 
concerning the Father, how they (hould be accep- 
ted with him, what refpect he had towards them; - 
Saith our Saviour, take no care of chat, nay impofe 
not that upon me, of procuring the Father's love 
for you, but know^ that this is l^isgeculiar refpect 
towards you, and which you are in him; he him- 
felf loves you. It is true indeed (and as 1 toM you,) 
that I will pray the Father to fend you the Spi- 
rit, the Comforter, and with him ail the gracious 
fruilts of his love; but yet in the point of love itfelf, 
free love, eternal love, there is no need of any in- 
terceflion for that, ibr eminently the Father himfelf 
loves you; refolve of that, that you may hold com- 
tnunion with him in it, and be no more troubled 
ibout ir.— 7 — Yea as your great trouble is, about 
he Father's love, fo youean noway more trouble 
Dr burden him, than by your unkindnefs in not be* 
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Keying of it. So it rauft needs be where finccre 
love is queftioned. 

4. The apollle teaches the fame, Rom. v. 5, 

« The love of God is ftied abroad in your hearts by 

' the Holy Ghofl; tb^t is, given unto you/ God 

whofe love this is, is plainly diftinguiflied from the 

Holy Ghoft, who (beds abroad that love of his; 

and ver. 8. he is alfo diftinguilhed from_^theSon; 

for it is from that love of his, that the Son is fent; 

and therefore it is the Father of whom the apoftle 

here fpecially fpeaketh : and what is it that he a- 

fcribes to hitn? even love; which alfo ver. 8. he 

commendeth to us, fets it forth in fuch a fignal 

and eminent expreffion, ihat we may take ^notice 

erf it, and clofe with him in it. To carry this bu- 

ikiefs to its h^eight; there is not only mofl frequent 

peculiar mention made of the love of God, where 

the Father is emmently intended, and of the love 

of the Father exprefly, but he is alfo called the God 

of Ibve, z Cor. xiii. ii, and is faid to be love, fa 

that whoeverwill know him, 1 Johniv. 8. or dwell 

in him by fellowfhip or communion, ver. 16. mull 

do it as he is Love^ 

5. Nay whereas there \s a twofold divine love, 
Beneplacitij and Amicitt£y a' love of good pleafare, 
and deftination, and a love of friendOiip and appro- 
bation, they are both peculiarly affigned to the Fa- 
ther, in an eminent manner. 

I John iii. 1 6. * God fb loved the world that 
* he fent,' &c.. that is, with the love of his purpofe, 
and good pleafure, his determinate will of doing 
good. This is diftinftly afcribed to him, being 
laid down as the caufe of fending his Son. SoRovu 
ix. 1 1, 12* Eph. L 4, 5. 2 Thef. ii. 13, 14. i Johr 
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2. John xiv. 23. there is mention of that other 
kind of love whereof w^ fpeak! * If any man love 
' me (faith Chfift) he will keep my words, and my 
\ Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
* and make our abode with Jiim^' The love of 
friendftiip and approbation, is here eminently a- 
fcribed to him; fays. Chrift, we will cemey even- 
Father and Son to fuch a pnc, and dwell with; 
him, ' that is, by the Spirit; but yet he would 
have us . take notice, that in point of love, the 
Father hath a peculiar prerogative : JWy Fathef^ 
will love hirn^ 

6. Yea, and as this lore is peculiarly to be eyed» 
in him, fo it is to be looked on as the fountain of 
all folfowing gradous difpenfations.. Chriftians walk 
often tfmes with exceedingly troubled hearts, con^ 
cerning^the thougnts of the Father towards them r 
they are well perfwaded of the Lord Chriil,'. and 
his good will :. the difficulty lies, in what is their 
acceptance with the Father, what is his heart to^ 
wards them? Shew us the Father and it ftiall fuf- 
fice, John xlv. 8. Now this ought ta be fo far a- 
way, that his love ought 10 be looked on as the 
fountain from "^ence all other fweetnefs flow. 
Thus the apoftle fet& it out. Tit. iii. 4. After that 
the kindnefs and] love of God our Saviour toward 
man afpeared. It is of the Father of whom he 
fpeaks; for ver. 6. he tells us, that he makes out 
unto us, or Jhed^ that love' upon us abundantly^ 
through Jefus Chrifl our Saviour. And" this love 
he makes the hinge, upon which the great altera- 
':ion, and tranflation of the faints doth turn : for 
Taith he) ver. 3. We ourfelves alfo were fometimes 
%oHfh^ difobedienty deceived^ ferving divers lufts 
%nd pleafures, living in Jtialtce^ and pvy^ hatefuh 
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and hating one another. All naught, all out of or- 
der, and vile, whence then is our recovery ? The 
whole rife of it is from this love of God, flowing 
out by the ways there defcribed* For when the . 
kindnefs and love of God -appeared, that is, in the 
fruits of it, then did this alteration enfue. To fe- 
cure us hereof, there is not any thing that hath a 
loving and tender nature in ,the world, and doth 
aft fuitably thereunto, which God hath not com- 
pared himfelf unto. Separate all weakncfs and im- 
perfeftion which is in them, yet great imprefEons 
of love muft abide, .He is as a Father, a Mother, a 
Shepherd, an Hen over chickens, and the like, 
Pfal. ciii 1 3 ,lfa, Ixiii, 1 6. Matth. vi 6, Ifa. Ixvi, 1 3. 
Pfal, xxiii, i, Ifa. xl, 1 1. Matth, xxiii. 37, 

I {hall not need to add any more proofs ; this i$ 
that which is demonftrated. TThere is love in 
the perfon of the Father peculiarly held out unto 
the faints, as wherein he will and^doth hold com* 
munion with them. 

Now to compleat communion with the Father 
in love, two things are required- of believers; 

1. That they receive it of him, 

2. That they make fuitable rdtofhs nnto him. 

, 1. That they do receive it. Communion con- ^^ 
fifts in givmg and receiving. Until the love of thq 
Father be received, we have no communion with 
hfan therein. How then is this love of the Father 
to be received, fo as to hold fellowfhip with him? 
lanfwer, by faith. The receiving of it, is the be- 
lieving of it. God hath fo fully, fo eminently re 
vcaled his love, that it may be received by faitl 
You believe in G$d^ John xiv. 1 , that is, the Fa 
ther ; and what is to be believed in him ^. His love 
for, he'is love^ i Johnfr :. 8. _ , 
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It is true, there is not an immediate afting of 
faitl^ upon the Father, but by thd Son. He is the 
Way the Truth and the Life^ no man comet h unto 
Jhe Father but by him^ John xiv. 6. He is the mer- 
. ciful High PrieJ} over the houfe of Gad y by whom 
we have accefs to the throne of grace : by him is 
our manuduftion unto the Father. By him we be- 
Kevc it> God, i Pet, i, 2 1. But thisrs that I fay: 
when by, and through Chrift, we have an accefs 
unto the Father, we then behold his glory alfov 
and fee his love that he peculiarly bears unto us, 
and. aft faith thereon. We are then (I fay) to eye 
it, to belfeve it,, to receive it, as in him; the iifues 
and fruits thereof, beisg made out unto us, through: 
Chrift alone. Though there be no light for us; 
but in the beams, yet we may by the beams fee the 
fun, which is the fountain of it. Though all our 
refrefhment aftually ly in the^ftreams, yet by them 
we arc led up unto the fountain. Jefus Chrift, in 
refpeft of the love of the Father, is but the beam; 
the ftream, wherein though aftually all our light 
our refrefliment lyes, yet by Kim we are led to the 
Fountain, the Sun of eternal love iirfelf. Would 
believers exercife themfelves herein, they would 
find it a matter of no fmall fpiritual improvement in 
their walking with God. . 

This is that which is aimed at. Many dark and 

diiflurbing thoughts are apt to arife in this thing. 

Few can carry up their hearts and minds to this 

height by faith, as to reft their fouls in the love 

of the Father; they live below it, in the trouble- 

fomeYegion of hopes and fears, ftorms and clouds. 

Ml here is ferene and quiet. But how to artain to • 

lis pitcTi they know not. This is the will of God, 

lat he may always be eyed as benign, kind, ten- 
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der, tering and unchangeable therein: and that 
peculiarly as the Father, as the great fountain and 
fpring of all gracious .communications, and fruits of 
love. This is that which Chrifl: came to reveal, 
even God as a Father, John i. 18- That name which ^ 
he declares to thofe who are give;nhim qui of the ' 
world, John xvii. 6. And this is that which he ef- , 
feftually leads us to by himfelf, as he is the only 
way of going to God, as a Father, John xiv. 5, 6^ 
that is, as love : and by doing fo, he gives us the reft 
which he promifetji: for the love of the Father is 
riie only reft of the foi^L It is true, as was faid, we 
jdo not formally in the firft inftant ot believing. We 
Relieve in God through Chrift, i PeL i. 21. Faith 
fceks out reft for the foul. This is prefented to it 
by Chrift, til e Mediator, as the only pijocurtngcaufe. 
Hdre it abides not, but by Chrift it hath an accefs 
to the Father, Eph. ii. 18. into his love, finds out 
that he is love, as having a defign, a purpofe of love, 
a good pleafure towards us from eternity ; a delight, 
a complacency, a good will in Chrift;' all caufe of 
^nger, and averfion being taken away. The foul 
being thus by faith through Chrift, and by him 
brought into the bofom of God^ into a comfortable 
perfuafion, and fpiriiual perception atid fenfe of his 
love, fhere repofes and refts itfelf. And this is the 
firft thing th^ faints do, in their communion with 
the Fathei^, of the due improvement whereof more 
afterwards. 

2. For that fuitable return which is required, 
this alfo, (in a main part of it, beyond which I ftiaJJ 
not now expend it,) confifteth in love. God loves, 
Ithat he may be beloved. When he comes to com- 
mand the return of his received love to compleat 
communion with him^ he fays, My forty give me thy 
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hearty Prov. xxHi. 26. thy affections, thf love. 
Thou (halt love the Lord thy God with all thy hearty 
and with all thyfouly and with all thy jlrengthy 
and. with all thy mind, Luke x. 27, this is the 
return that he demandeth. When the foul fees 
God in his difpenfatiori of love, to be love, to be 
infinitely lovely, and loving, refts upon, and delights 
in him as fuch, then hath it communion vsrith him 
in, love. This is love, that God loves us firft, and 
then we low him again, I Ihall not now go forth 
into a defcription of divine love; generally, love is 
an affection of union and nearnefs, with complacent 
cy therein. So long as the Father is looked on, 
under any other apprehejafions, but only as acting- 
love upj3n the foul, it breeds in the foul a dread and 
averfation. Hence the flying, and hiding of Cn- 
ners in the fcrlptures. But when he^^who is the 
Father, is confidered as a Father, acting love on the 
foul, this raifes it to love again, . This is in faith, • 
the ground of all acceptable obedience, Deut. V, 
10. Exod. XX, 6, Deut. x. 12. xi. i. xjii, 1 3. 3. 

Thus is this whole bufmefs dated by the apoftle^ 
Eph. i. 4. According as he hath chojin us in him 
before the foundation of the worlds that we fhould 
be holy and without blame before him in love. It 
begins in the tove of God, and ends in our love to 
hi:n. That is it which the eternal love of God 
aims at in us, and works us up unto. It is true, 
our univerfal obedience falls within the eorapafs of 
our coramunbn with God; but that is with him as 
Ood^our bleffed Sovereign, Lawgiver, and Reward- 
cr; as he is the Father, our Father in Chrift, as re- 
vealed unto us to be love, above and contrary to 
Ul the expeftations of the natural man, fo it is in 
ove that we have this intercourfe with him. Nor 
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dal intend only that love, which i$ as the life and 
form of all moral obedience ; but a peculiar de- 
fight Mid acquiefcing in the Father revealed effec- 
tually afr love unto the foul. 

That this cpmmunion with the Father in love 
may be made the more clear and evident, I fhall 
(hew two things, 

J. Wherein this lovd of God unto u», and our 
love to him do agree, as to fome manner of ana- 
logy and likenefs. 

2. Wherein they differ; which will funher dif- 
cover the nature of each of them. 
1. They agree in two things. 
I, That they are each a love of reft and com- 
placency. 

I. TTie lovtf of God is fo, Zeph. iii. 1 7. Thejxrd 
thy God in the midjl of thee is mighty : he willfaverJ:>e 
will rejoice over thee With joy ^ Ije wilt re fl in this 
lovey he will joy over thee withftnging. Both thefic 
diings are here slfligned unto God in his love; rejl 
and delight. The words are, he ftiall he /ilent be* 
taufe cf his love. To reft with contentment is ex- 
prcffed by being filent; that is without repining, 
without complaint. This God doth upon the ac- 
count of his - ."own love, fo full, fo every way 
compleat and abfo*ute, that it will nor allow him to 
complain of any thing in them whom he loves, but 
is filent on the account thereof. Or reft in his 
love, that is, he will not remove it ; he will not 
feek farther for another objefl-. It fliall make its 
^bode upon the foul where it is once fixed, for ever. 
And complacency or delight: he rejoiceth with 
fingingy as one that is fully feii-fied in that ObjeA 
he hath fixird his love oa. Here are two word* 
fed to exprefs the dciight and joy that God br» 
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1^ his love. The firft denotes the inward aiFectiG^ 
^i the mind* joy of heart; and to fet out the inteiir 
fenefs hereof, it is fai4 he ftiall do it in gladnefs^ 
or with joy ; to have joy of heart in gladnefe is th^ 
twgheft expreffion of Relight in love: the latter 
l^'ord (ienotes not the inwatd affection^ but th^ QU t^ 
ward demonftration of it : It is to exult in oqtw%F4 
4eipoiiftr^ioi;i pf internal delight and joy. Tripu* 
4iary; to leap ais raen overcome with fpme jpyfu| 
furprifaU And therefore God is laid to do this, 
'vv^ith ^ joyful foundy or finging : to rejoice with glad- 
nefs of heart, to exult with finging and {>raife argils 
the greateft delight and complacency poiEble/ When 
Jie would cKprefs the contrary of this love, he fays^ 
he was not ivell flededy i Con x. 5. he .fixed npc 
his delight, nor retton them. And if any man 
draw backy the Lord's foul hath no pleafure \v^ 
hipiJf . Heb. X. 38. Jerenju xxii. 28. Hof. viii< 8. 
Mark I 10. He tal^es pleafure in thofe that abid^ 
lyith him. He fing« to his chutch, A vineyard of 
red wine^ I the Lord do keep it, Ifa. xxvii. :?. PfaU 
cxlvii, 1 1, cxiix^ 4* There is reft, and complacency 
in his love. There is in the Hebrew, but a me* 
fathefis of a letter between the word that fignifies 
a love of wUl and defire (is lo to love) and that 
which denotes a love of reft and acquiefcency, (which ^ 
is) and both are applied to God, He wills good to 
us, that he may reft in that will. Some fay, to love^ 
is . pcrfeftly to acquiefce m the^ thing loved. 
And when God calls his Son, beloveds Matth. iii, 
17, he adds as an expofition of it, in whom I reft 

.2, The return thkt the faints make unto him to 
eorapleat coram^union with him herein, holds fomc 
analogy with his love in this; for it is a love alfo a' 
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teft and deligKt. Return h thy refl O my foul, fays 
David, Pfal. cxvi. 7, Jle makes God his reft; that 
«5, he in whom his foul doth reft, withottt fcdking 
further, for a more fiiitable arid disfif cable objeft : 
Whom have /, faith he, in heaven hut thee, and 
there is nme in earth thai I deftre heftdes thee, Pfat^ 
Ixxiii. 25. Thus the foul gathers \vt itfelf from 
^11 its v^aridrings, from alt other beloved's to 
ireft in God alone, to fatiate and content hiinfetf 
t|i hrm, choofmg the Father for his prefent, and 
Internal reft. And this alfo with delight. Thy 
hving ii7idnefiy faith the Pfalmift, is better than 
lifey therrfore will I praife thee^ Pfel. Ixiii. 3. 
I will not deny, but life in a fingle confideration 
fometinles is fo expreffed : but ilways emphatical-^ 
}yj» fo thit the whole Hfc, with all the concern- 
ments of it, which may render it confiderable are 
lherd)y intended. , AoAin on thk pl^we reading if 
'^fer vitas, ext^ds if to the feveraf courfes of life 
that meft cilgagt themfeltes in. Lrfe in the %yhole 
eontiiluance of it with all its advantages whatever, 
k it kaft intended, Suppofitig himftlf in the jawS' 
tf death, rolling intb the grave through innunie- 
fatblQ troubles, yet he found ftiOfe fweetnefs in God^ 
thai! in a teiig life, under its beft and moft noble 
ionfiderations, attended wiitk aill enjoyments that 
»ake it ple^faiit and comfortable. From both thefe, 
k that of th6 church in Hofea xiv. g.- Ajburjhall 
fkt fave uiSy ive ivill not ride upon horfes,. neither will 
%:efdy dny more tc the work of dur Sandd, ye are our 
gtrdsyfor in thee the fatherlej's findtth ffi^cy. They 
#feje£t the moft goodly appeairances of reft and con- 
feiitfnefit, to make all in God, on Whom they^ caf 
fftemfelves as otherwife helpleft orphans; 
2» The mutual love df-God and the f^ittts^fe 
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in this, that the way of communicating. the iffues 
and fruits of thefe loves, is only in Chrift. The 
Father communicates no iffuebf his love unto us, 
but through Chrift : and we make no return of love 
unto him but through Chrift. He is the treafure 
wherein the Father difpofeth all the riches of his 
grace, taken from the bottomlefs Mine of his eter- 
nal love ; and he is the Prieft, into whofe hand wc 
put all the .\:. offerings, that we return unto the 
Father. Thence ^e is firft, and by way of emh- 
nency faid to love the Son : not only as his eternal 
Son, as he was the deliglit of his foul before the 
foundation of the world, Prov. viii. 30. but alfo as 
our Mediator,, and the means of conveying iiis love 
to us, Matth. iii. 1 7. John iii, 3 3. John v. 2 1 . John 
3c 17. John XV. 9. John xvii. 24. And wc are faid 
through him to believe in, and tohaveaccefs to God. 
I- Tbe Father loves us, and choofeth us b^ 
fore the foundation of the ^orld; but in the pm> 
fuit of that love, he bkjfeth us with all fpiritu^ 
al blejjings in heavenly places in Chrifl^ Eph. i. 3, 
^. From his love, htjheds^ of pours out the Holy 
Spirit richly upon us^ through Jefiis Chrift our Sa- 
viour. Tit. iii. 6. In the pouring out of his love, 
ihere is not one drop falls befides the Lord Chrift, 
The holy anointing oil, was all poured on the head 
of Aaron, Pfal. cxxxiii. 2. and thence went down 
to the Ikirtsof his cloathing. Love is firft poured out 
on Chrift; and from him, it drops as the dew of 
Hermon upon the fouls of his faints. The Father 
will have him to have the preheminence in all things^ 
Col. i. 1 8. // pleafed him that in himy all fulnefs 
fhould dwelly ver. 19. that of hi^ fulnefs we might 
receive, and grace for grace, John i. 16, Though 
.he love of the Father s purpofe and good p'eafure, 
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have its rife artd foutidation in his ndecf grace incL 
Will, yet the defign of its aceoftiplifhmcnt i^ otaXy id' 
ChrifK All the fruits of it; aire fidl giTien to him;, 
tiiid it is in biift only, that tKey are drfpcnfed to ui.. 
So that though ^hc faints may, nay do fee an infiA- 
nire ocean of love unto them iff the Ibfotft cf th^d: 
Father,, yet tKey are liot to look fbr ofte drbpfroiAi 
Mim, but ^hat comes through Chrrft;- He is thd - 
feiily mfeans of comniunication. Eovc m the Father,. 
k like hdney in the flower; it muft be lift the' combv, 
before it be foY our. ufe, €firi(t muft extraft andi 
frcpatQ this honey for us*. He draws this watef 
^om thi* fburitaifi, through union anddifpenfatioA^ 
()i fuliiefe, we by faith from the wells of falvatioAt 
riiaf a^e in hini,- TMs was iii part btfot^ difco*- 
tiered^. 

2. Oar returns are all in Mm, and 'by KifeaHb^^ 
And well is it with us, that it is fo. What kttie - 
aiid bliiid facrificeslhould we otherwife prefcnt un-- 
to God? He bears the iniqcritiesof our offerings,, 
alnd be adds incenfc unto our piiayers, . Our love is 
ftxed on the Father, but it is conveyed tc him,, 
A rough the Son of his love^- H^ is the oriy way 
for our graces, as well • a^^ ouf perfdns" tcj^ go unto? 
6od : through him pafFeth aH our defire, dur de- ^ 
Hgh t, our complacency^ oar obedience. - ©f which^ 
ifaofe afterwards. - 

Now in thefe two thlngSi* there is fome^refeitt— 
Hance, between that mmuallove of the Father landi 
ihe faints, wherein *hey hold comnHmiom- 

2. There are fundfy thlngs'wherein theydifTer- 
li The love of God is a Jove of bbutityj 6ur lo^e^^ 
tifito him is a love of duty. - 

I. The love of'the Father is aiov^ ofKoarrry 
sdcfccHding love. Such a love as carrys him ou 
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to do good things, to us^ great things for us. His 
love lyes at the bottom of all difpenfations towards 
us : and we fcarce any where find any mentionof it» 
but it is held out as the caufe and fountain of fome 
free gift, flowing from it, He loves us and fends 
his Son to die for us; he loves us, and blefleth us 
with all fpirituaVbleffings. Loving is choofing, Rom. 
ix. 1 1, 12. He loves us and chaftifeth us. A love 
like that of the heaVftns to the earth, when being 
full of rain, they power forth ihowers to make it 
fruitful ; as the fea communicates his waters to the 
rivers, by the way of bounty, out of its own fui- 
nefs; jthey return unto it only what they receive 
from it. It is the love of a Springs of a Fountaifi^ 
always communicating. A love from whence pro- 
ceeds everything that is lovely in its objcft. It io- 
fufeth into, and creates goodnefs in the perfons be- 
loved; and this anfwers the defcriprion of love gi- 
ven by the Philofopher: To love, faith he,* Is to 

• wifh well to tbofe who are thought good; and with 

* might to endeavour to be of that number.' He 
that loves, woHcs out good to them he lovetb, as he 
is able. God*s power and will are commenfuratc. 

/What he willeth he worketh. 

2. Our love unto God, is a love of duty: the 
love, of a child. His love defcends upon us in boun*^ 
ty and fruitfulnefs ; our love afcends unto him, in 
duty and thankfulnefs. He adds to us by his love, 
we nothiiag to him by ours. Our goodnefs extends 
not unto him* Though our*love be fixed on him 
immediately, yet no fruit of our love reacheth him 
immediately, though he requires our love, he is not 
benefited by it, Job xxxv. 5, 6, y, 8. Rom. xi. i^ 
Job xxii.' 2, ^. It is indeed made up of thefe four 
ihiogs. 1. Reft, 2. DcMght, 3. Revefence, 4. O- 

yGi bedicnce. 
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bedteaee» By thefe do we hold communion with 
the Father in his love. Hence God calls that love 
which is due to him as a Father, honour, MaL i. 6. 
If I be a Fat her y where rs mine honour f It is a dc- 
fcrvcd aft of duty. 

2. Thejr differ in this: Thti Iqvc of the Father 
unto us is an antecedent love, our love unt« him is 
a confequent love. 

I . The love of the Father unto us is an antece- 
dent love, and that in two rcfpefts. 

1. It is antecedent in refpeft of our love, i John 
iv. lo. Herein is love^ not that we loved Gody but 
that he lonjtdusfirji. His love goes before ours. The 
Father loves the child, when the child knows not 1 
the Father; much lefe loves him. Yea we are by 
nature, Rom. i. 30. Haters of God. Heys in his own 
nature, a lover of men: and furely all mutual love 
between him and us, muft begin on his hand. 

2, In refpeft of allx)ther caufes of love wliateVier. 
It goes rfot only before our love, but alfo any thing 
m us, that is lovely, Rom. v. 8. God com?nendeth 
his love towards usy in that whitjl we were yet fin* 
tiers Chri/l died for Ais. Not only his love, but the 
eminent fruit thereof, is made put towards us, as 
fmners. Sin holds out all of unlovelinefs, and un^ 

' defireablenefs, that can be in a creature. The very 
mention of that, removes all caufes, all moving oc- 
cafions of love whatever. Yet as fuch, have we 
the commendation of the Father's love unto us, by 
a mod fignal teftimony. Not only when we have 
dcHie no good, but when we are in our blood, doth 
he love us. Not beciufe we are better than others; 
but becaufe himfelf is infinitely good. His kind 
nefs appears when we are fqolilh and diTobedien' 
Hence he is faid to love the' worki, that is, thoi 
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Who have nothing but what is ki, and of the T^CM-Wy. 
whofe whole lye& in evil. 

. 2. Our love is coiifequemial in Both tHefe i^d* 
gards. I. In refpeft of the love of God* Never' 
did creature turn his affeftions toMMards God^ if the^ 
lieart of God Were ndt firft ftt upon hiin. 2. to 
refpeft of fufficient caufes of teve. God nWift h^ 
revealed'unto us as lovely and defifeable, as a fit aftd^ 
foitaWe €4)jed ui»o the foul fo fet up its^rert upon, 
before we can bear any love untb him*. The faintly, 
ki this fenfe, do not love God for nothing, but for 
that exccHeikry, . lovelmefs^ atid defircablenefe that 
is in him. As th^ Pfaitnift feyj itr ojie pa#ticulaf, 
Bfal. cxvi: 1^9; f hve the Lord becauje I fo may we 
in genenal, we love the Lord becaufe! Gr as David- 
in anothTer <5afe, what hcyoe Inowdone^ is there n^ 
acauji? If any man enquire about out fove to God;. 
we may fey, what. have v/e noW done,; k tfcerc ndt 
a caufe ?^ 

3. They; differ in ifiis alfo. The fete of God • 
is like hirafeif, equal, conftant, not capable of aug- 
fflicntation, or diminution : otrr love is likeourfelre^,. 
Hnequal, incrcafin^, \i%toting, growing, deelining^ 
His like the ftnl» always the fame in its li- ht> though 
ff cloud may fometimes intcrpofe : ours, as the mooii, , 
hath its enlargements^ and ftreightningsl. 
> I. The love of the Father is equal, &c. '^hotti' 
he loves, He loves unto the end, and he loVe9> theth 
always alike. Thejiren^^th (f Ifraet is not a fhM- 
thit be fhould repent. On whom he fi^es his love,-. 
Ji is immu«able: it dotft^aot grow to* eternity, it is^ 
not dimlniflied at any time. ' It is an eternal love, . 
that had no beginning; that flidl have no endiflg;: 
that cannot be brightened by any aft of onrs, that 
?:annot be leffsned by any; thing in us; . I fay in itfelf 
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it is thiis, otherwife in a twofold regard it may ad- 
mit of change. 

1. In refpeft of its fruits; it is (as I faid) a fruit* 
fill lore, a Ioyc of bounty. In reference unto thof4C 
fruits, it may fometimes be greater, fometimes lefs: 
lis communications are various. Who among the 
faints, finds it not? What life, what light, what 
firength fometimes? and again how dead, how 
dark, how weak, as Grod is, plcafed to let out, or 
to reftrain the fruits of his love? All the graces of 
the Spirit in us, all /anftified enjoyments whatever, 
are fruits of his love. How varioufly thefe are dif- 
penfed, how differently at fundry feafons, to the 
fame perfons, e-^perience wilt abundantly tcftify. 

2. In refpeft of its difcoveries and manifeftati- 
ons. Hejheds^ abroad his love in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghofty K019. V. 5. gives us a fenfe of it; ma- 
nifefls it unto us. Now this is various and change- 
able, fometimes more, fometimes lefs": now he 
jBiines, anon hides his face, as it may be for our 
profit. Our Father will not always chide, left we ' 
be caft dovm ; he doth not always fmile, left we be 
full and negleft him, but yet ft ill his love in it- 
felf is the fame. When for a little moment hp 
hides his face, yet he gitthers us, with everlafling 
kindnefe. ' . 

Object. But you will fay, this comes nigh to that 
blafphemy, that God loves his people in their in- 
ning, as well as in their ftrifteft obedience; and if 
fo, who vnW care to ferve him moRC, or to walk 
with him unto well pleafipg ? 

Anf. There are few truths of Chrift, which from 
fome, or other, have not received like entertaiii- 
nent Vith this. Terms and appellations are at the 
/ill of every impofer, things are not at allvariec 
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fey them. The Jove bf God m hfelf, is the eter- 
nal purpofe and aft of his will. This fe no mor* 
cliangeable, thto God hiiilfelf If it were, no flefli 
tould be feved: blit it cfiatigeth tiot, aiid V9t are 
not confutiied. What then, loves he his people Id 
theif fititiing ? Yes^ his people, fiot their finning^ 
Alters he not hi^ love towards them? Not the pur-- 
f)ofe of his will, but the difp^fatidni of Ws gfacew 
^he rebukes ihcmj he chafteh^ them, he hides hi^ 
lace frqm them*, he fmites them, be fiHs them y^ith 
a fcnfe of indignation; bat woe, woe, Would it be to 
us, ^ou!d he chatige in his loVe, or take aWay his 
kiridnefs froiti us. Thofe very things "^hich feem to 
be deiftonftrationsof the change of his affeftioris to«* 
Wards his, do ^ clearly proceed from love^ as thofe 
tfrhrch feeiiti to be the moft genuine iflfoes thereof^ 
But will not this encourage to fiii .'^ He never taifted 
*f the love of God, tfiat can feriodly make this ofe- 
jeftiba. The 3oftrifte of grace m2t^ be turned Hi* 
to Wanioftttefs, the principle cannot . 1 fliatt not tv^rong ' 
the feints, by giving another anfwer to this obje^i- 
Dn. Deteftation of fin in any , may Well cemfift wjth the 
iteceptation of their perfoth:, iid their defigtiarion to 
Kfe etertiah 

But tio1?e, 6ur fove to God, i^ ebbing aiid flot^- 
ing, waining and increafiflg. We lofe our ftrft love,^ 
«nd We gro>^ ^ain in lote. Scared a day at a 
ftatid. What poor creatures are we ? how unlike 
the Lord ind his loVe? unftable as water, ^e can- 
«ot exeel; ncWr it fe, th&ugh all fhehfdrfdke thee, f 
will not, anon, / kno^ not the than. One day, I 
ftall n&tter be moted, my hill is fo ftf ong ; the dextj. 
dll ttttn are fiars, 1 fhall pefiftt- When ever v^ 
Ihe time, where ever ^as ibe place, thaft our love 
1ra« one day equal towards God?, 
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Ajfid thus th^e ^rgreement$, fl^ncj cjifcrepacdes, dq 
farther defcrib^ th^t mvtii^! bye of the Father, 
^nd the faints, wherein they hold cpn[»nuaion* O- 
fher inftance? as to the perfodi of the Father I (hall 
not give, but endeavour to make fome improyemwi 
cf this, ift tj^^ ne:?;t c^iapter. 

CHAP. IV. 

Infsirenc^s on the former dodrine concerning communi'^ 
m with thf Father in love. 

HA VING tbusdifcovered the nature of tha^ 
diftia^i communion which we have with the 
F^tiher, it r^ijiaincth that we give fome exhortati* 
oQs unto it» dire£lipns in it, and take fpme obferva- 
tions from it* ^ 

1. Firft, then, this is a duty wherein it is moft 
evident that Chfiftians are but little exerci fed, name-? 
ly in holding immediate communion with the Fa-; 
ther in love. Unacquaintednefs with out mercies^ 
our privileges, is our fin, as well as our trouble. 
We hearken not. to the voiicc of the Spirit, whichi 
is given unto us, that we may know the things, 
ihat are freely beftowed on us of God. This make$ 
us go heavily, when we mi^ht rejoice; and to be 
weak, where: we might be ftrong in the Lord. How 
few t)f the faints 4re experimentally acquainted witht 
this privilege, of holding immediate communion 
with theTather in love? with what aaxious doubt- 
ful thoiV'hrs, do they look upon him?. what fearsf^ 
what queftionings are there of his good will aiid 
kindnefs? At the beft, many think there is no- 
weetnefs at all in him towards us, but what is pur- 
liafed at the bigK price of the bbod of Jefus; it 
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is true, that alcMie is the way of communication : 
but the free fountain and fpring of all, id in the 
bofom of the Father, John i. 2, Eternal life ivds 
with the Father^ andis manijefted untous. Let us 
then, 

i.^Eye the Father as love; look not on him as 
an always lowring Father, but as one moft kind, 
and tender. Let us look on him by faith, as one 
that hath had thoughts of kindnefs towards us from 
cverlafting. It is mifapprehenfion of God, that 
makes any run from him, who hare the leaft 
breathing wrought in them after him. They that 
know thee will put their truft in thee. Men can- 
not abide with God in fpiritual meditations. He 
loofeth fouls company by their want of this infight 
intp his love. They- fix their thoughts only on his 
terrible majefty, feverity and greatnefs, and fo their 
iplrits are not endeared. Would a foul continually 
eye his everlafting tendernefs and compafSon, his 
thoughts of kindnefs that have been from of 
old, his gracious acceptance^ it could not bear 
an hours abfence from him; whereas now perhaps, 
. it cannot watch with him one hour, Let then this * 
be the faints firil notion of the Father, as one full 
©f eternal free love towards them : let their hearts 
and thoughts be filled with breaking through all 
difcouragements that lye in the way. To raife 
them hereunto, let them confider. 

r. Whofe love it is? It is the love of him who 
is in himfdf allfuificient, infinitely fatiated with 
feimlelf and his own glorious excellencies and per* 
feftions. Who bath no need to go forth with his 
love unto others, nor to feek an objeft of it with- 
out himfelf. There might he reft with delight and 
complacency to eternity. He is fufficient unto hi*^ 
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^ own love. He had his Son alfo, his eternal wiWoia 
to rejoice and delight himfdf in from all eternity,^ 
Prov. vm. 30. This might take up and fatiate the 
trhole delight of the Father : but he will love his 
feints alfo. And it- is fueh a love, as wherein he 
feeks not his own fatisfeftion only, but our good 
tjierein alfo. The love of a God, the love of a 
Father, whofe proper outgoings are kindnefs and 
bounty. 

2. What kind of love it is? And it is^ ' 

1. Eternal It was. fixed on us before the j^awrf^//- 
m of the worid^hdort we were, or had done the leaft 
good; then were his thoughts upon us, then vi2S 
his delight in us. Then did the Son rejoice in the 
thoughts of fulfilling his Fathers delight in him, 
Prov. viii. 30. Yea the delight of the Father in the 
Son there mentioned, is not fe- much his abfolute^ 
delight in him, as the exprefs image of his perfoft, 
and the brightnefs of his glory, wherein he might 
behold all bis own excellencies and perfeftions; but 
with refpeft, unto his love, and his delight in the 
fons of men. So the order of the words require us 
to undepftand it, / was daily his delight^ and my 

- delights were with the Sons of men. That is, in 
the thoughts of kindnefs and redemption for them; 
and in that refpeft alfo, was he his Fatfiers delight. 
It was from eternity that he laid in his own bofom 
a defign to make pf our happinefs. The very 
thoughts of this, is enough to make all that is with- 
in us, like^the babe in the womb of Elizabeth, to 
leap for joy. A fenfe of it cannot but proftrate 
our fouls to the loweft abafement of an humbk ho- 
'y reverence, and make us rejoice ^jefore him with 
remblinof. 

2. Free. Heloves,u3becaufe,hewillj therewas 
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there is nothing in us, for which we (houlci be be*> 
loved. Did we deferve his love, it mud go lefs in 
its valuation. Things of due debt are feldoiii the 
matter of thankfulnefs : but that which is eternally 
antecedent to our being, muft needs be abfolutely free 
in its refpe<9:s to our well being. This gives it life and 
b'ing, is the reafon of it, and fets a price upon iv 
Rom. ix. \2. Eph.j. 3, 4. Tit.iii. 5. James i. 18. 

3, Unchangeable. Though we change ^ytrj, 
day, yet his love changeth not. Could any kind 
of provocation turn it away, it Jiad long fince ceaf- 
ed. Its uDchangeablenefs is that which carrieth out 
the Father, unto that infinttenefs of patience and 
forbearance (without which we die, w^perilh, 2 Pec 
iii. 9.) which he excrcifeth towards us. And it is,. 

4. Dijlinguifhing. He hath not thus loved all the 
world, ^acob have I loved^ but I hated Efau. Why 
fhould he fix his love on us, and pafs by millions, 
from whom we diiier not by nature \ that he (hould 
rhake us (harers in that, and all the fruits of it 
which mpft of the great, and wife men of the world 
are excluded from. I name but the heads of things^ 
Let them enlarge whofe hearts are touched. 

Let, I fay, the foul frequently eye the lote of t^a 
Father, and that under thefe confiderations, they; 
are all foul conquering and endearing* 

2. So eye it, as to receive it; unlefsthisbeadd* 
ed, all is in vain; as to any communion with God^ 
We do not hold communion with him in any thing,' 
until it be- received by faith. This then is that 
which I woAjld provoke the faints of God unto, even 
to believe this love of God for themfelves, and their 
own part; believe that fuch is the heart of the Fa- 
ther towards them, accept of his witnefs herein. 
JJis love is not ours, in the fweetnefs of it, until it 
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be fp received. Continuaily then aft thoughts of 
faith on God, as love to thee, as embracing thee 
with the eternal free love before dcfcribed. When 
the Lord is by his word, prefented as fuch unto 
thee, let thy mind know it, and dfent that it is fo; 
iand they will embrace it, in its being fo; and all 
thy afFeftions be filled witb itr Set thy whole heart 
to it. Let it be bound with the cords of this love. 
If the kingf be bound in ihegaTleries with thy love, 
ihouldft thou riot be bpund in heaveti with his ? 

3. Let it have its proper fruit and efficacy upon 
thy heart, in returns of love to him again. So fhall 
we walk in the light of 'Gpds countenance, and 
hold holy communion with our Father all the .day 
•Jprig. . Let us npt deal unkindly with him, and re- 
turn him fleighting for his good will. Let. there 
Qot be fuch an heart m us, as to deal fa unihank- 
f ully with our God. 

Now to further us in this duty and the daily con- 
ftant praftlce of it, I ftiall add one or two confider- 
jatioiis that may be of importance thereunto, as, 

I. It is exceeding acceptable unto God even our 
Father, that we lliould thus hold communion with 
him in his love ; that he may be received into our 
fouls, as one full of Jove, tendernefs and kindnefs 
towards lis. Flefliand blood is apt to have very hard 
thoughts of him ; to think he is always angry, yea 
implacable : that it is not for poor creatures to draw 
nigh to him : that nothing in the world is more de- 
fireable than never tp come into his prefence, (or, 
as they fay), where he hath any thing to do. Ifa, 
^ XKxiii. -1 6. Who ammgft. us fhall dwell with that 
-pouring jire^ who among ft us fhall inhabit with 
'^ everlafting burnings f fay the fimiers in Slon: 

i, Luke xix. x 2. I knew thou waft an auftere mafi 
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iaith the evil fervant in the gofpel. Now there ift 
Dot any thing more grievous to the Lord, nor ifcore 
fubfervient to the defign of Satan upon the foul, 
than fuch thoughts as thefe* Satan claps his^ands^ 
if I may fo fay, when he can take up the foul with 
fuch thoughts of God : he hath enough, all that 
he doth defire. This harh been his defign, and 
way from the beginning. The firft bl6od, that 
murderer ihed, was by this means. He leads our 
firft parents into bard thoughts of God* Hath Go4 
faid fo? hath he threatned you with death? he 
knows well enough, it will be better with you : 
with this engine did he batter, and overthrow ali 
mankind in one: and being mindful of his ancient 
conqueft, he readily ufeth the fame weapons where?- 
with then, he fp fuccesfully contended. Now Ft 
is exceeding grievous to the Spirit of God, to be 
fo flandered in the hearts of thofe whom he dearly 
Joves. How doth he expoftulate this with Sion? 
What iniquity have you feen in me? faith he, bav^ 
1 been a wildemefs untayouy er a land of darknefsf 
^ion hath faid the Lord kath forgotten me^ and my 
Godhathforfakenme? But can a,mother/8cc TKe 
Lord takes ;iotbingworfe at 4:he hands of his, than 
fuch hard thoughts of him, knowing full well what 
fruit this bitter root is like to bear: what alienati- 
on of heart, what drawings back, what unbelief, 
and tergiverfations in our walking with him? How 
unwilfrng is a- child tocoane inlo the prefence of an 
angry Father? Cqnfider then this in the firft phce: 
receiving of the Father as he holds out love to the 
loul, gives him the honour he aims at, and is ex- 
•ceedlng acceptable unto him. He often fets it out 

1 an eminent manner that it may be fo received. 

ie commendelh his love unto us, Rom. v. 8. j^ehold 
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what manner oflov^ the Father hath he/lowed on us^ 
Johniii.'i. Whence then is this folly? Men are 
afraid to have good thoughts of God^ They think 
It a boldnefs to eye God, as good, gracious; tender,. 
Kind, loving: I fpeak of faints; but fot the other 
fide, they can judge him hard, auftere,- feYere,> al- 
moft implacable, and fierce, (the very worfl: aftefti- 
ons, of the very w^orft of men, and moft Hated of 
him, Rom. i 13. 2 Tim. iii. 3.) aud think herein 
fhey do well. Is not this foul-deceit from Satan ? 
Was it not his defign from the beginning to injefl? 
fuch thoughts of GocT? Affui'e thyfelf then, there 
fs nothing more acceptable unto the Father, than' 
fot us to keep up our hearts unto Mm, as the eter- 
nal fountain of alt that rich grace, which flows pur 
jro finners in the blood of Jefus. and; 

2, This will be exceeding. efFeftual to endear ifiy 
foul unco God, to caufe thee' to delight in him, andi 
to make thy abo'de with Him; Marry faints^ have^ 
no greater burden in their lives, than that their^ 
feearts 3o nor come clearly and fully up, conftantly" 
to delight and' ?ejorce in God: that there is ftill am 
fndifpofisdiiefs of Spirit unro clofe walking, witlt 
him. What is at the bottom of this diftemper ?' 
Is It not their uulkilfultaefs in, or negleft of thisi 
duty, even of holding communion with the FatRer: 
in love? Sb much as we fee of the love of God, fo^ 
much (hallwe dielight in Him, and'nomore.. Everyr 
other difcovery of God without this,, will'burnxake: 
the foul fly from hhn. But if the heart Be once^- 
inuch taken up with this, the emihency of the Far- 
thers love, it cannot chufe But be overpowered,*, 
conquered' and endeared unto him.. This,. iE any 
hing, wiil work upon us, to make our abode with 
im.- If- the love of a Father will notrmake a child 
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delight in hira, what will ? Put then this to the yen- 
ture; exercife your thoughts upon this very things 
the eternal, free, and fruitful love of the Father, 
and fee if your hearts be not wrought upon to de- 
light in him. I dare boldly fay, believers will find 
it as thriving a courfe, as ever they pitched on m 
their lives. Sit down a little at the Fountain, and 
you will quickly have a farther difcovery of the 
fweetnefs of the ftreams. You who have run from 
hira, will not be able aftier a while, to keep at 4 
diftance for a moment. 

But fonie may fay! 

Alas how fbali I hold communion with the Fa- 
ther in love? I know not at all whether Jie love$ 
me or noj and fiiall I venture to caft myfelf upon 
it ? How if I Ihould not be accepted ? fhould I not 
rather perifti for my prefumption, than find fweet- - 
ncfs in his bofom? God feems to rae, only as ^ 
confuming fire, and everlafting burnings, fo that I 
dread to look up unto him. 

I know not what may be underftood by knowing 
of the love of God ; though it be carried on by fpi- 
ritual fenfe, and experieiKe, yet it is received purely 
by believing. Our knowing of it, is our believing 
of it, as revealed. We have known ancl believed ^hii 
love that God hath to us^ God is hve, t John iv, j d. 
This is the affurance which at |he very entrance 
of walking with God thou may eft have of this love^^ 
he who is truth hath faid it; and what-ever thy 
heart fays, or Satan fays, unlefs thou wik take it up 
on this account, thou doft thy endeavour to make hia^ 
a lyar, who hath fpoken it, i John v. 1 o. 

I can believe that God is love to^ others, for he hath 
faid he is Love; but that he will be fo to m^, I fee; 
10 ground of perfuafion; there is no caufe, no rea^ 
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ioa in the world, why he Ihould turn one thought 
of love and kindnefs towards me: and therefore I 
4are not cad myfelf upon it, to hold comiBunioa 
with him in his fpecial love. 

He hath fpoken it as particularly to thee, as ra 
any one in'the world. And for caufe of Jove, he 
hath a$ much, to fix it on thee, as on any of the 
children of men ; that is none at all without himfelf. 
So that I Ihall make fpeedy work with thisobjcAion, 
Never any one frcMn the foundation of the worU, 
who believed fuch love in the Father, and made 
returns of love to him again, was deceived, ^neither 
ihall ever any to the worlds end be fo, in fodping. 
Thou art then in this upon a n^oft fure bottomj if 
thou believeft and received the Father as love, he 
will infallibly be io to thee, though, others may 
fall under his feverity. iBut, . 

I cannot find my heart making returns of love un- 
to God. G3ukl I find my foul fet upon him, I 
couM then believe his foul delighted in me. 

This is the moA prepoflerous courfe^ that poffibly 
thy thoughts can pitch upon, a moft ready way to 
rob God of his glory. Herein is love, faith the 
Holy Ghoft, mt that we loved God, but that he 
t^ved usfirft, i John iv. lo, u. Now, thou 
vouldeft invert this order, and fay, herein is love, ^. 
not that God loved me, but that I love him firft^ 
This ijB to take the glqry of God from him, that 
whereas he loves us without a caufe, that is in our-p^ 
felves, and we have all caufe in the workl to love 
him, thou woiildcft have the contrary, viz. that 
fomething {hould be in thee, fpr which God ftiould 
*avethec,eveq thy love tohim; and that thou fhould- 

love God, before thou knoweft any thing lovely 

^im, viz. whether he love thee or na This is a 
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courfe of flelhes findrag out, that will never bring- 
glory to God, nor peace to thy own foul. Lay down- 
then thy reafonings; take up the love of the Fa^ 
ther upon a pure aft of believing," and that will o- 
{>en thy foul to let it out unto the Lord in the com- 
munion of love* 

To make yet fome farther improvement of t;his* 
truth, fo opened, and exhorted unto as before; it 
will difeover untd us, the eminency and privilege 
of the faints of Godr ' What low thoughts foever 
the fons of men may have of them, it will appear 
that they have meat to eat that the world knows nor 
of; they have clofe communion and fiellowfttip with: 
the Father, thcv deal with him Jnthe interchange 
of love ? Men are generally efteemed according to' 
the company they keep. Ir is an honour to ftandf 
in the prefence of princes, though but as' fervants. 
What honour' theii have all the faibts, to ffand 
with boldhefe in^ the prefence -of the Father, ancf 
there to enjoy his bofom love; What ableffing* 
did the queen of Sheba prortounce on the fervants 
of Solomon, who flood before him, and heard his' 
wifdom. How much more blefled then are they,, 
who ftanJ continually before the God of Solomon,, 
h^armg his wifdom, enjoying his love ? Whilft o- 
ther? have their fellbwfhip with Satan; and their owir- 
lufts, making provifion- for them, ant receiving: 
perilhing refreflimenTs froin them, whofe end is 
deftruftion, whofe God is their belly, and' whof<E 
glory is in their (hame who mind earthly things; 
they have this fweet communion with the Father*. 

Moreover; what a (afd and fweer retreat is Here 

for the faints in all the fcorns, reproaches, fc^n* 

lals, mifreprefenrations which they wnderg'o in ^hc 

rorld. When w child is abufed? abroad in the 

ftreets 



Ch. IV. Ccnmunkn with Gad the Father. 5 7 

ftreets 1^ ftl^ngers, he rails tPith fpecd to the bo- ^ 
fom.of his Father; there he makes his complaint, 
and is comforted^. In dll the hard cenfures> and 
tongue-periecutions whieh the faitits meets withal 
m the ftreets of the world, they may run with their 
moanings unto their Father, and be comforted. 
As vne whom his mtther tomfcrtefh^ fe will / twn- 
fori ym^ iaith the Lord, Ifa. Ixvi. i g. So that the 
foul may fay, if I have hatred in the world, I will 
go where I am fere of love : though all others are 
hard to me, yet my Father is tender, and full of 
companion : I Will go to him, and fatisfy myf<^lf in 
him: here I am accounted vile, frowned on, and 
rejeSed, but I have honour and love with him* 
whofe kindnefsis better than life itfelf. There I 
fiiall have all things in the fountaio, which others 
have but m the drops: there is in my Father^s 
love, every thing dcfireahk: there is the fwectneis 
of all mercies in the abflraA itfelf, and that fully» 
and durably. 

Evidently then, the iaints are the nioft miftaken 
men in the world. If they fay, come and have fel- 
lowship wiih.us; are not men ready to fay; why, 
what are you ? a forry company of feditious faftious 
perfons: be it known unto you, that we defpife 
your fellowfliip; when we intend to leave iellow«- 
Ihip wieh all honeft men, and men of worth, then 
will we come to you. But alas! how are men mif- 
taken? truly, their fellowfliip is with the Father: 
let men think of it as they plcafe, they have clofc^ 
fpiriiual, heavenly refre(hings in the mutual com- 
munication of love with the Father himfelf ; how 
7 are generally mifconceived, the apoftle de* 
es, 2 Cor. vi. 8, 9, 10. As deceivers^ and ye^ 
unknovm^ yjst Wfll inown^ a/ dying am 
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-behold we live^ as chaftened^ and not killedi as for' 
rowfuly y^t always rejoicings as foor^ yet making ma- 
,ny richy as having nothirigy yet poffejjing all things. 
And as it is thus in general, 10 in no one thing more 
than this, that they are looked on as poor, low, 
defpicable perfons, when indeed they are the only 
great and noble perfonages in the world. Confider 
the company they fc^ep, it is with the Father, who 
fo glorious ? the raerchandife they trade in, it is love, 
what fo precious ? doubtlefs they are the excellent 
on the earth, Pfal. x?i. ^. 

Further; this will difcover a main difference be- 
tween the faints and empty profeffors, as to the per- 
formance of duties, and fo the. enjoyment of out- 
ward privileges, fruiilefs profeffors, often walk 
hahd in hand with them: but now come to their 
fecret retirements, and what a difference is there? 
there the faims hold communion with God; hypcr- 
crites for the moft pare, with the world and their 
own lufts, with them they converfc, and commu* 
nicate; they hearken what they will fay to them, 
and piake provifion for them: when the faints are 
fweetly wrapt up in the bofom of their Father's 
Jove. It is oftentimes even almoft impoffible that 
. believers fhould in outward appearance go beyond 
them who have very rotten hearts: but this meat 
they have which others know not of, this¥efre(li- 
inent in the banqueting houfe wherein others have 
nalhare; in the multitude of their thoughts, the 
comforts of God their Father refrefli their foub. 

Now tbcn (to draw towards a clofe of this dif- 

cou»fe) if the fe things ^-be fo, what manner of men 

ought we to be, in all manner of holy converfati- 

011 ? even our God is a confuming fire. What com- 

nunion is there between light and darknefs? Shall 
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fin and luft dwell in ihdfe thoughts which receive 
in, ^nd carry out love, from and unto the Father ? 
Holinefs becomerh his prefence fore ver. An unclean 
fpirit cannot draw nigh unto him; an unholy heart 
can niake no abode with him. A lewd perfon will 
not defxre to hold fellowiiiip with a fober man : and 
will a man of vain and fooliih iitaginations, hold 
communion and dwell with the mpft holy God ? 
There is not any confideration of this love but is 
a powerful motive unto holinefs and leads thereun- 
to. Ephraim hy^^What have I to do any more 
with idols ? when in God he finds fafvation. Com- 
munion with the Fajther is wholly inconfiftent with 
loofe walking. If we fay that we have fellowfhip 
wiih him, and walk in dark nefs, we lie, and do not 
the truth,' i John i. 6. He that faith I know him, 
I have communion with him, and keepeth not his 
copamandments, is a liar and the truth is not in him, 
chap. L 4. The moft fpccious, and glorious pre- 
tence made to an acquaintance with the Father, 
without holinefs and obedience to his comttiafid* 
ments, ferves only to prove the pretenders to be 
liars. The love of the worid and of the Father, 
dwell not together. 

And if this be fo, (to fhut up all) how mantthat 

go under the name of Chrillians come fliort of the 

truth of-it.^ How unacquainted are the generality 

of profeffors, with the myllery of this communion, 

and the fruits of it? Do not many very evidently 

hold communion with their lufts and with the world, 

and yet would be thotight to have a portion and in? 

^eritance among them that are fanctified? Thqr 

7e neither new name nor white ftone, and yet 

aid be railed the people of the mod High. May 

'^•; be. faid of many of them, rather that God 5? 
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not in all rheir thoughts, than thait they have com^ 
munion with him? The Lord open the eyes of meo 
ihzt they may fee and know that walking with God 
is a matter not of form, but power* And fo far of 
peculiar communion with the Father, in the;inftance 
of love which we have iodfted on; he is alfo faith* 
ful who hath called us to the felbwihip of his Son 
Jefus Chrift our Lord; of which in the next place. 

PAR T IL 

CHAR I. 

Qf ihs folhwfhip which thejainis havf with ^e/m 
i^hKt/i the ^on^ofGod. That they have fuch a 

] fflk^Mppf^^f I Cor. r. 9. Rev. iii. 20. Cant. 
S. f , ?, 3, 4, 5» ^* 7* ^p^ned, Prov, ix. i, 2, 3, 
4,5,6. 

^^F that diftinfl: communion which we have 
\^ witH iht perfon of the Father, we have 
ire^tied in tfie fopegQ^g chapters; we now proceed 
^o thie coftfidcfatiop of that wjaich we have with his 
•Sop, Jefj^s Chrjft oyr I^rd. Nqw the fellowftiip 
Ve h^vc with the fecond perfon, is with him as Me*- 
diator, in th^t of5.ce whereinro by difpenfatlon he 
fubmittediiimfeif fpr our f^kes, bejftg made of a 
<«rpinan; made under th,e law, tq redeem them that 
jvere under the law, that we might receive the a- 
doption of Sons, G^I. iy. 4, 5. And hcieia I fhall 
4q thef(? two things. 
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1. Declare that we have fuch felbwfliip with 
the Son of God. 

2. Shew wherein that fellowihip, or communion 
doth confift. 

I. For the firft, I ihall only produce. fome few 
pfdces of fcripture tdxonfirm it, that it is fo, 1 Cor. 
i. 9. (God i$ faithful by whom ye were called to 
the fellowftiip of his Son, Jefus Chrift our Lord;) 
This is that whereinto all the faints are called, and 
wherein by the faithfulnefs of God they (hall be 
preferved, even fellowfhip with Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. We are called of God the Father as the Fa- 
ther, in purfuirof his love, to communion with the 
Son, as our Lord. 

Rev. iii. 2 o. Behold I ftand at the door and. knocks 
if any man hear my voice and open the door^ I will 
come in to him^ and/up with him^ and he with me. 
Certainly this is fellowfliip, or IJcnow not what is; 
Chrill will fup with believers, he refrefhes himfelf 
with hibown graces in them, by his Spirit beftow- 
ed, on the'm. The Lord Chrift is exceedingly 
delighted in .tufting of the fwect fruits of the 
Spirit in the faints. Hence is that prayer of the 
fpoufe that fhe may have fomething for his enter- 
tainment, when he cometh to her. Cant. iv. 16. 
Awake, north windy and come thoufouthy blow a- 
fon my garden^ that the f pices thereof may flow out ^ 
let my beloved come unto his garden^ and eat his plea^ 
f ant fruits. The fouls of the faints are the garden 
,of Jefus GhriO, the good ground, Heb. vi. 7, 8. 
a garden for drlighr, he rejoices in their, his de^ 
lights are with thefons of men, Prov, viii, 31. and 

rejqices o^er tbevi^ Zeph. iii. 1 7. And a garden 
it, yea pleafant fruit, fo he defcribes it, Cant 
T-^, i/\, A garden inclofed is jr.y ftjler^ m 
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fpwifeya ffnngjhut up^a fountain fealed ; thy plants 
are an orchard of pomegranates with pleafant fruits^ 
campbire ivithfptkenard^ffikenard andfaffron^ ca^ 
lamus^ and cinnamon^ with all trees of frankincenfe^ 
myrrhe^ and aloes ; with all chief fruits. Whatever 
is fweet and delicious for tafte, whatever is favoury- 
and odoriferous^ whatever is ufeful and ^nedicinal,) 
is in this garden. There ijs all manner of fpirituaF 
refrelhmcnts of all kinds whatever, in the fouls of 
the faints for the Lord Jefus. On this account 
is the fpoufe fo earned in the prayer mentioned for 
an increafe of thefe things, that her beloved may 
fup with her as he hath promifed. Awake O north 
wind^ &c. Oh that the breathings and workings 
of the Spirit of all grace, might ftirup all his gifts 
and graces in me, that the Lord Jefus the beloved 
jof my foul, may have meet and acceptable entertain- 
ment from me. God complains of want of fruit in 
his vineyard, Ifa. v. :?. Hof. x. i . Want of good food 
for Chrift's entertainment, i$ what the fpoufe fear- 
ed, and labours to prevent. A barren heart is not 
fit to receive him. And the delio^ht he takes in the 
fruits of the Spirit, is unfpeakable. This he ex- 
preffes at large, chap. v. 1. 1 am come faith he, I 
have eat, I am refreflied. He calls it the fruit of 
\i\% fweetneffes ; or moft pleafant to him. Morco- 
ever, as Chrift fups with his faints, fo he hath pro* 
tnifcd they (hall fup with him/to compleat the fel*. 
lowftiip that they have wth him. Chrift provides ' 
for their entertainment in a moft eminent manner. 
There are beafts killed, and wine is mingled, and a 
table furniflied, Prov. ix. 2. He calls the fpirituat 
dainties that he hath for them a feaft, a weddinf 
ifeafl of fat things ^jivine upon the lees^ &c. Tl 

attcd Calf is killed for their entertainment. Sv 
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is the communion» and fuch is the mutual enter<» 
taiomem of Chriil and his faints in-that comixm^ 
.mem. , 

Cant.iu r, 2, 3, 4, 5^ 6, t. lamtheR^feofSha^ 
roh^ and the Ulie of thevalRes^ As the lilie among 
the thorns yfo is my Jjn>e nmmgihe daughters: as 
the apple-tree among the tress ofthewoodffo is my 
h^oved among the fins : in hisjbadow IdeHghtedand 
fat down^ arid his fruit wasfweetto my tafte^ Sec 

In the two firft verfes you have the del^ription 
that Chrift gives, firft of himfclf, then of his church. 
Of himfelf, ver.; i . that is what he is to his fpoufc : 
/ ant the Rofe of Sharon^ atki the lily cftbe valliesi 
The lord, Chrift is in the fcripture compared to all 
things of enjinency in the whole creation. He is' 
id the heavens, the fan, and the bright morning 
Star; as the lion among, the. beaft^ .the lion of the 
tribe ofyudah. Among the flowers of the field, 
here, he is the Rofe, and the Lily* The two e* 
idinendesof flowers, fweemefs of i^vour, and beau« 
ty of colour are fivided between thefe. The-Rofe ^ 
for fweetnefs, and the Lily for -beauty (Solomon" 
in all his glory was not arrayed as one of thefe) 
have the preheminence^ Further he is the Rofe 
of Sharon, a fruitful plain, where the choiccft herds 
were fed, i Chrcai. xxvii. 29. fo eminent that ic 
IS promifed to tlie church, that there (hall be given 
unto her the excellency of Sharon, Ifa. xxxv. 2. 
This fruitful place doubdefs brought forth the mofi: 
precious rofes. Chrift in the favour of his love, 
and in his righteoufnefs (which is as the garment 
wherein Jacob received his blefling, giving forth a 
lell as xhtjinell of apleafant fields Gen, xxviL 27. is 

^is exceUentRofe, to draw and allure the hearts 

.s faiits unto him. As Gt^ fmcllcd aiweet favour 
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from the blood of his atonement, Eph. v. 2. So 
"from the graces wherewith for them he is anoint* 
ed, his faints receive a refrcfliing chcrilhing favour. 
Cant, 1. 2. A fweet favoar exprefles that which is 
acceptable and delightful, Gen. viii. 21. He is aifo 
the Lily of the Tallies, that of all flowers is the mod 
eminent in beauty, Mat. vi. 29. Moft defireable is lie 
for the comelinefs and perfeftion of his perfon in* 
comparably fairer than the children of men, of 
which afterwards. He then being thus unto them, 
abundantly fatiating all their fpiritual fenfes, their 
refrefhment, theil- ornament their delight, their 
glory; in tlie next verfe he tells us what they are 
to him: As the KHe among the thorns^ fo- is my Be- 
loved among the daughters. Thtt Chrift and hit 
church arc likened unto, and termed the fame thing, 
(as here, the Lily) is, as from their union by the iti- 
dwelling of the fame Spirit, fo from that conformi- 
ty arid Ukeriefs that is between them, and where- 
unto the faints are appointed. Now (he is a lily, 
very beautiful unto Ghri ft; As the Lify among the 
thorns, k By the way of emineiicy; as the lily 
ex:celleth the thorns, fo do the faints all others 
whatever in the eye of Chrift, let comparifon be 
xriade, fo will it be found to bfe. And, 2. By the 
way of trial; the refidue of the world, being prick- 
ing briers and grieving thorns to the houfe of lA 
rael, Ezeki itxmu ^4. The beft of them is a brier-y 
and the nioji upright of them /harper than a thorn 
hedge^ Micab. vii. 4. And thus are they among the 
daughters; even the^ moft eminent coUeftions, of 
the moft improved profeffors, that are no more bat 
fo. There cannot be in any comparifon, a great- 
er exaltation of the excellency of any thing. So 

then 
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then IS Chrift to them indeed, ver. 1 . So are they in 
his efteem, and indeed, if en 2. How he is in their 
cfteeni and indeed, we have ver. 3* 

Js the appU'tree a^Hg the trees of the wo$dyfi is- 
my Beloved among the fins y l fift down under his 
Jbadow with great delight and his fruit was Jhveefi 
to my tajle. To carry on this intercourfe, the 
iponfe begins to fpeaif her thoughts of, s^d to flieW 
her delight in the Lord Chrift. ; And as he com*' 
pares her to the lily among the thorns, fo (he hiift 
10 the apple-tree among the trees of the wood : andf 
file adds this reafod of ii^ even becaufe he hath the 
two cmiocnt things of trees, which the refidue 6f 
them have not: fruit for food: Ihade icx refrefh* 
iDcnt: of the one ffie cateth, under the other fhc 
refteth, bmh with great delight. ^ All other fbns^ 
dthcr angels, the fcms of God by crcation,^ Job u 
6^ xxxviii, 7* orthefonsof Adam, thebeftof hisoflf- 
%ring, the leaders of thofe companies, which, ver. 
2. are called daughters^ or fons of the old creatiorij 
the tc^ branches of all its defireable things, are to 
an hungry, weary fouJ, (fuch alone feek for fhade 
and fruit) but as the frnitlefs, leaflefs ti-ecs of the 
foreft, which will yield them neither food nor re-^ 
freihment. In Chrift^ faid (he, there is fruit, fniit 
fweet to the tafte. Tea his jiefh is meat indeed 
and his btood is drink indeed^ John* vi* 55. More- 
over he hath brought forth that evcrlafting righte* 
oufnefs,. which will abundantly fatisfy any hungry 
foulv after it hath gone to many a barren tree for 
food, and hath found ncme^ Bdkleshe aboundeth 
ja predoqa aiid pleafant graces, .whereof 1 may eati 
rca he calls me to do fo, and that abundantly. 

'hefe are the fruits that Chrift beareth. They '; 

rak of a tree that, brjngeth forth- all thiutysneed- j 

fctr life to fcod and raiment. Chi ift is that Tree f 
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of life, which hath bfought forth all things that 
are needful imto life eternal: in him is that righ* 
teoufnefs which we hunger after: in him is'thait 
wafer of life, which whofodrinkcth of, (hall thirft no 
more. Oh how fweet are the fruits oi Chrift's mc* 
diation to the faith of his faintsl He that can find 
no relief in mercy, pardon, grace, acceptation with 

' God, hoiinefs, fanftification, &c. is an utter flrangn 
cr to thefe things, (wine in the lees) that arc prc*i« 
pared for1>elievefs. Alfo he hath fliades for re* 
freihment and {]}eker. Shelter from wrath \wtK- 
out, and refrelhment bccaufc of wcarincfs fiom: 
Withia. The firft ufe of the fhadie, is to keep us 
from the heat of the fun,, as did Jonah's g<yurd^ 

. When the heat of wrath is ready to fcorch the foulf 
Chrift interpofmg bears it all ; under the ffiadbw erf 
his wings, we fit down conftantly, qttietly,^ fafely 
putting our truft in him. And all this with great 
delight. Yea who can exprefs thte joy of a fout 

; fafe-lhadoWcd from wrath, undet the covert of the 

\ yighteoufnefe of the Lord Jefus? There is aHb re- 
frefhraent m a (hade from wfearinefs. He is ait he 
Jhadvw of a great rock in a weary land^ Ifa. xxxii; 
2. FrcHd the po^er of corrupiions,'troubIe of remp^ 
t^tions, diftfcfs of peffecutions, there is* in hini 
^iet reft tod repofe, Matth. xL ^7, 28. 

Having thus mutually defcribed eaclr other, and 
fo made it manifeft, thdt they cannot' biit be dc* 
lighted in Vellowfhip and communion ; in the next 
vcrfeSj that commtjnioa of theirs is at large fet 
forth. and defcribed. 1 (^aH briefly obferveibur 

, things therein, i. Sweetnefs, 2. Ddlight, 3* Safe* 
tyr^Comfort. 

I. Sweetnefs. He brottght me to the bmiquetlnj(^ 
oufe} or houfe of wW it is all fet forth under 
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exprefSons of the grcatcft fwcernefs, and moft de- 
licious refrelhmenc, flaggons, apples, wine, &c. 
He entcnains me (faith the fpoufe) as fome great 
perfonage; Great perfonages, at great entertain- 
ments are had inta the banquetin^-houfe, the 
hoafe of wine, and dainties. Thefe are the prepa- 
rations of grace and mercy, love, kindnefs, fuppRcs 
revealed in the gofpel, declared in the affemWie^ 
of the faints, exhibited by the Spirit. This love 
is better than wine. Cants i. 2. it is not in meats 
arid drinks, but righteoufnefs andpeAce^ ^ndjcy in 
the Hoiy Ghoflj Rom. xiv. 1 7. Gofpel dainties dre 
fweet fcfrelhmentsi Whether thefe h6ufes ofwine^^ 
• Be fcriptures^ the gofpel, or the ordinances dif- 
penfed in the ^mblies of the faints, or any emi- \ 
aent and fignal manifeftatbns of fpeclal love, (asr 
banquetm^Jsrnot every days work, nor ufed'at ordi- 
nary cntertaiiiments) it is all one. Wine that cheer- 
eth the heart of man, it maketh him forget his mi- 
fcry, Prov. xxxi. 6^ 7. it gives i#n a cheerful 
look aadcfouritenancc. Gen. xlix. ij. is that which 
is proinifcd. The grace exhibited by Chrift in his 
ordinances, is refeefliing, ftrengthening, comforting, 
and full of fw^tnefs to. the fouls of the faints. Woe 
be tofoch full fouls, as loach thefe honey combs. 
But thus Chrift makes all his aflerablies, to bie ban- 
cpieting'houfes, and there. he gives his faints totcf- 
tainment. 

2. Delight. The fpoufe is quite raviflicd with 
die fweetnefs of this entertainment, finding lovd 
and care and kindnefs beftowed by Chrift in the 
affemblics- of the feints, hence flie crie^ oat j^er. 5. 
Stay me with flaggoHSy comfort me with apffes^ fdr 
J am^koflovt. Upon the difcovery of the ex 
celicncy and fwccmefe of Chrift in the banquetin 
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houfe, chfe'foul is inftandy overpowered, and cries 
' out to te made partaker of the fulqefs of it. She is 
fick ofhve, not as fome fuppofe> fainting for want of 
a fenfe of love, under the apprebeniions of w^ach^ 
but made fick, and faint, even overcome with ithe 
mighty airings of that divine affe&on„ after flic had 
once tafted' of the fweetncfs of Chrift la the ban- 
queting houfc. Her defire deferred,, makes her- 
heart fick» therefore flie cries y?.^ mey &c. I have 
J feen a glimpfe of the king in his beauty: tafted of 
I the fruit of his righteoufnefs^ my foul melteth in; 
I kmging after him, Oh fufqx>rt and fiiftain my fpi- 
rit^ with his prefence in Ws ordinances, thofe flag- 
gons and apples of his banqueting houfe, or I fhftl£ 
^ cpiite ikik and faint! Oh what haft thtMi done blef-* 
fed Jcfus? I have feca thee, and my foul is bec(»ne 
as the chariots of Amminadab; let pne have ibme«i 
thing from thee tojupport me> ot I die* When s 
perfon is fainting on any occaiion, thefe two things 
are to be don% ftrength is to be nfcd to fupport 
him, that: he fu^k not to the ground ^ and comfort- 
able things are.jto be applied to refrefh his fpirits-. 
Thefe two, the foul overpowered, and fainting 
with the force of its own love, raifed by a fenfe of 
Ghrift, praycth for, it would have ftrengthning 
grace to fuj^ort it in that conditbn* that it may be 
able to attend its ducy ; and coafolationi of^ the 
Holy Ghoft, to content, revive, and fatiate k^ un^ 
till it come to a full enjoyment of Chrift. And thus 
fwealy and. with del^ht is this communion f;arrif« 
edon, 

.5, ^fctyv His banner over me was kroe^ vcn.i^ 
•'Bhe4>aBner is an emblem of fefety and prote^on., ^ 
fign of the prefence of an hoft, Pcrfons belong- 
ig to an army, do encamp under their banner in 
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fecurity. So did xht children of Ifrael in the wil- 
dernefs, every tribe k^pt their camps under their 
own fbndafd. It is alfo- a token of fuccefs and 
viftory, Pfai. xx; 6. Chrift hath a banner for his 
faints: and that is love. All their proteftion is 
from his love; and they fhall have all the prbtefti- 
on his love can give them. This fafeguards them 
from hell, death, all their enemies. Whatever 
preffes on them, itmuftpafs through the banner <rf 
the love of the Lord Jefus. They have then great 
fpiritual'fafety, which is another ornament or ex* 
cellency of their communion with him. 

4. Supportment, and ccMifolation. ver. 6. His 
left hand is under my head^ and his right hand 
doth embrace me* Ghrift here hath the pc^ureof 
a'moft sender friend towards any one in ficknefs» 
and fadnefe. The foul famts with love; fpiritu^ 
longings after the enjoyment of his prefence, and 
Chrift x:omes in with his embraces. He nouriflieth 
dnd cheriflieth his church, Eph. v; 2^; Ifa. Ixiii. 1 j^ 
Now the hand under the head^ is fupportment, 
fuftaining. grace, in preffures and difficulties: and 
the hand that doth embrace^ the hand upon the 
heart, is^joy and confolation, in both Chrift re- 
joiceth, as the Bridegroom rejoiceth c^oer the bride. 
Ifa. Ixii. 5. Now thus to ly in the a^rms of Chrift's 
love, under a perpetual influence of fupportment 
and refrefliment, is certainly to hold communion 
with him. And hereupon ver. i. the fpoufe is 
iiioft eameft for the continuance of this fellowftiip 
charging all fo to demean themfelves, that her be- 
loved be not difquieted, or provoked to depart. 

In brief this whole book is taken up in the de- 
fcri prion of the communion that is between the 
Lord Chrift and his faints, and therefore it is ver 
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needlcfs to take from thence any more particular 
inftances thereof, 

I fhall only add that of Prov, ix. i,'?, 3» 4^ 5 
•* Wiflom hath builded her houfe, (he hath hewn 
out her feven pillars. She hath killed her beafts^ 
ihe hath mingled her wine, fhe hath alfo fumiihed 
her table. She hath fent forth her maidens^ (he 
crieth upon the higheft places of the city, ' Whof 
fo is fimple, let him turn in hither, as for him that 
Wanteth underftanding ihe faith to him, come eat 
of my bread, and drink of the wine that I have 
mingled.'^ 

The Lord Chrift, the eternal wifdom of the 
Father, and who of God is made unb us wifdom> 
ere^fea fpiritual'houfe, wherein he makes proyUioa 
for the entenainment of thofe guefts whom he fo 
freely invites. His church is the houfe which he 
hath built on a perfeft number of pillars, that it 
might have a ftable foundation: his (lain beaft^, 
and mingled ^fine wherewith his table is fumi&edj 
tore thofe fpiritual fat things of the gofpel, whidi 
he hath prepared for thofe that come in upon his 
ihvitttion : fiirely to eat of this bread, and drink of 
this wine which he hath fo gracioufly prepared, k 
to hold fellowQiip with him; for in what ways or 
things, is there nearer communion than in fuch ? 

I might farther evince this truth, by a confider* 
aiionof all the relations wherein Chrift and Jiis 
ftints do ftand, which neceflarily require that there 
be a communion between ihem, if we do fuppofe 
ihey are faithful in thofe relations : but this is com-p 
monly treated on, and fomething will- be fpokcn 
CO lu in one fignalinAance afterwai^ds. 

^ C It A P. 
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CHAP. n. 

What it is, wherein we have peculiar fetlowjbip 
with the Lord Q^riJ}. This is in grace. This 
^r^^rf, John-k 14, 16, 17, 2 G)r. xiii. 14. 

^ 2 Thef. iii. 17, 18. Grace^ 9/ various acceptations. 
Ferfonal grace in Chrift propofed to confideration. 
The grace ofChriJl as Mediator intended, PfaL. 
xlv. 2. Cant. V. 9, Chriji how white and ruddy. 
His Jiinefs tofavefrom the grace of union. His 
fulnefstofave. His fuitablenefs to endear. Theje 
conjiderations improved. 

HA V IN G maniferted that the faints hold pe- 
cuHar fellowflbip with the Lord Jefiis, it nextly 
• follows, that we (hew wherein it is that they have 
this peculiar communion with him. 

Now this is in Grace. This is every where 
afcribed to him by the way of eminency, John i. 
14. He dwelt among us, full 0/ grace and truth. 
Grace in the truth and fubftance of it. All that 
went before was but typical and in reprefentation, 
in the truth and fubftance, it comes only by Chrift. 
Grace and truth is by ^efus Chtifi, ver. 1 7. And of 
bis fulhefs we receive grace for grace, ytr. r 6. that is, 
we have communion with him in grace; we receive , 
from him all manner of grace whatever, and there- 
in have we fellowftiip with him. 

So like^ife in thatapoftoHcalbenediftion, where- 
in the communication of fpiritual bleffings^from the 
feveral pcrfons utito the faints, is fo exaftly diftin- ^ 
guiflied ; it is grace that is afcribed to our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of our Lord 

7efus 
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yefus Chrlfiy and the love of God, and the commu^ 
nton of the Hbly Ghoji be with you all. 

Yea, Paul is fo delighted with this, that \\t 
makes it his motto, and the token whereby he 
would have his epiftles known, 2 Thef. iii. 17, 18. 
The falutation of Paul with mine own hand^ So I 
write, the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrijl be with 
you all Yea he makes thefe two, grace be with 
youy and the Lord Jefus be with you, 10 be equi- 
valent expreffions; for whereas he affirmeth the one 
to be the token in all his epiftles, yet fometimes,.he 
ufeth the one, only, fometimes the other of thefe^ 
and fometimes puts them both together, this then 
is that which we are peculiarly to eye in the Lord 
Jefus, to receive it from him, even gracfe, gofpd 
grace, revealed in, or exhibited by the gofpel. He 
is the head Stone in the building of the temple of 
(^xl, to whom grace, grace, is to be cried, Zech» ' 
iv. 7. • - 

Grace is a wpfd of various acceptations; In its 
mofl: eminent fignificaiions it may be referred untp 
one of thefe three heads, . < 

I. Grace of pergonal prefence and comelinefs. 
So we fay a. graceful and comely perfon, either from 
himfelf or his ornaments. This in Chrift (upon 
the matter) is the fubjefl: pf near one half of the 
book of Canticles, it isalfo mentioned^Pfal. xlv. 2.- 
Thou art fairer than the children of men; grace is 
poured into thy lips. And unto this drft head in 
refpeft of Chrift, do I refer alfo that acceptation of 
grace, which in refpeft of us, I fix in the third 
place. Thofe inconceivable gifts and fruits pf the 
Spirit which, were beftowed on him, and brought 
forth in hiip, concur to his perfimal excellency, af 
will afterward appear. 
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2. Grace bf free favour and acceptance. By 
this grace we are favtd^ that is, the free favour 
and gracious acceptation of God, in Chrift. In this 
fenfe it is ufed in that frequent expreiEon, if I have 
found grace in ^hyjtght^ that is, if I be freely and 

favourably accepted before thee. So he giveth 
grace, that is, favour to the humble, James iv. 6. 
Gen. xxxix. 2 1. and xli. 57. Afts vii. lo* I Sam. 
ii. 26. 2 Kings xxv. 27. ire. 

3. The fruits of the Spirit,^ fanftifying and re- 
aewing our natures, enabling unto good, and pre- 
venting from evil, are fo termed. Thus the Lord 
tells Paul, his grace was fufficient for him^ that is, 
the afEftance againfl temptation which he afforded 
*him. Col. iii. 16. 2 Gor. viii. 6, 7. Heb xii. 28. 

Thefe two latter, as relating unto Chrift, in re- 
fpeft of us who receive them, I call purchafed grace, 
being indeed purchafed by him for ixs; and our 
comraunbn with him therein, i^ termed zfellow^ip 
in hii fujferings^ and the power of his refurredionp 
Phil. iii. 10. 

' Let us beein with the firft, which I calLperfonal 
grace,' and concerning that dojhefe two things. 

£. Shew what it is, and wherein it confifteth, I 
mean the perfonal grace of Chrift. And, 

2. Declare how die faints hold immediate com- 
• munion with him therein. , 

To the handling of the firft, I fliall only pre- 
mife this obfervation. It is Chrift as' Mediator, 
.of whom we fpeak^ and therefore by the grace of 
his perfon, I undei'ftand not, 

i. The glorious excellencies of his Deity, con- 
fidered in itfelfj abftrafting from the office which 
for us, as God and Man, he undertook 

G j2. Nq 
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2. Nor the outward appearance of his human 
nature, neither when he converfed here on earth, 
bearing our infirmiiies, (whei:eof, by reafon of 
the charge that was laid upon him, the prophet 
gives quite another charafter Ifa. lii. 14.) concern- 
ing which forae of the ancients were very poetical 
in their expreffions: nor yet as now exalted in glo- 
ry; a vain iitiagioation whereof, makes many bear 
a falfe, a corrupted refpcft unto Chrift, even upon 
carnal apprchenlions of the mighty exaltation of I 
the human nature, which is but to know Chrift 
after the flefe, 2 Cor. v. 1 9. a mifchief much im- 
proved by the abomination of foolifli Imagery, 
put this is that which 1 intend; the graces of the 
perfon of Chrift, as he is veiled with the office of • 
jtnediation, his fpiritual eminency, comelinefs and 
beauty, as appointed and anointed by the Father, 
iinto ihe-great work of bringing home all his eleft 
ynto his bofom., | 

Now in this refpeS the fcripture dcfcribes him 
as exceeding excellent, comely, and defireable, far 
^bove comparifon with the chiefeft, choiceft, creat- ^ 
cd good, or any endearment imaginable. | 

Pfal xlv. '2, Thou art fairer than. the children of 
nwiy grace is poured into thy lips. He is beyond 
comparifon, more beautiful and gracious than any 
here below, japhiaphia^ the word is doubled to 
increafe its fignificancy, and to exalt its fubjeft be- 
yond all comparifon. Says the Chaldee Paraphraft, 
Thy fairrefsy O King Mejftah, is more excellent than 
the fons of men. Pulcher Admodum prae fi?- 
J.11S HOMiNUM, exceeding defireable. Inward 
l5ea]ixtv and glory ib here exprefFed by that of out^ 
ward fliape, form and appearance; becaufe th^t 
^^^s fp much elleemed in jhofe who were to rule 
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or govern, Ifk.iv. 2. .The prophet terming dfbim 
the Branch tf^the Lordy mA fruit of the earthy 
affirms th^t be fliall be beautiful and glorious, tx^ 
cellent and eomely ; for m him dweUeth the fulnefs 
of the Gk^d-heatd bodily, Cdl. if. 9*' ' 

Can, v.'p. The Sponfe fs enquired of ats fp this 
.Tery thing, even concerning the perfonaJ excellen* 
ties of the Lord Chrift her beloved. What is 
thy belovedy fey the daughters of Jerufalem, more 
than another beloved^ O thou fair eft ^^mong "women^ 
what is thy beloved ntore than another beloved? and 
Ihe returns this anfwer, ver/io. My beloved is 
white and ruddy y the chiefift among ten thoufand. 
And fo pfoceedeth to a particular dcfcriptioh of 
him by his excellencies, to the end jof.the chapter, 
tod there concludeth that he is altogether Igvely^ 
ver. 16, whereof at iarge afterw^ds. Particu- 
larly he is here affirmed to be white and ruddy y a 
due mixturqof which colours,, compofes the inbft 
l>eautiful compIexicMaEr ' 

I • He \%white\vi the glory of his Deity, and rud- 
dy in the precioufnefs of his humanity. His teeth 
are white with milk^ and his eyes are red with 
wiw. Gen. xlix, 12. Whitenefs^ if I may fay L*, h 
the complexion of glory; in that appearance of the 
moft high, tlie ancient of days, Dan. vii* 9. it is 
faid, \m garment was white as fnoWy and the hair 
^f his head as purewooL And of Chrift in his 
transfiguration, when he had on him a mighty luftre 
of the Deity, His face did fhine as the fun f and, his . 
raiment was white as the li^ht^ Matth. xvii. 2^ 
which in the phrafe of another Evangelift^ is, as 
white as fnoWy fo as no fuller on earth could white 
them, Mark. ix. 3. It was a divine, heavenly, fur- 
paffing glory iha^ was upon him> Rev. iU 14. .Hence 



i 



«8 Communhnwitb the Son pJUs Chrifl. Ch- II 

the angels and glorified faints, that always behold 
him, and are fiilljr tranflated into the image of the, 
feme.glory, areftill faid to be in white robes. His 
ivhitenefs is his Deity, and the glory thereof. And 
on this account, the Chaldee-Paraphraji afcribes' 
this whole paflbge, nnto God. Thn/aj, faith he, 
to the boujls of Ifrael, wh^ is the God whom thou 
wilt fervef Sec. Then began the congregation of If 
rael to declare the praifes of the Ruler of the worlds 
andfaidf^ I will ferve that God who is c loathed in 
a garment white as fnow* the fplendor of the glory 
ofwhofe countenance is as fire. He is alfo ruddy 
in the beauty of his humanity; man was called A- 
dam, from the red earth whereof he was made. 
The word here ufed points him out as^ the fecond 
Adam, partaker of flefli and blood; becaufe the 
children alfo partook of the fame, Heb. ii. 14. The 
beauty and comelinefs of the Lord Jefus in the 
union of b<«h thefe in one pcrftm, ikall afterwards 
be declared. , 

2. He is white in the beauty of his innocency, 
and holinefs, and ruddy in the blood of his oblati-* 
oii. Whitenefs is the badge of innocency and ho^- 
linefe. It is faid of the Nazarites for their typical 
holinefs, They were purer thanfnow^ and whitev 
than milk^ Lam. iv. 7. And the prophet thews us, 
xhaitfcarUty red, and crimfon^ are the colours of fin 
and guib, whitenefs of innocency, Ifa. i. >8. Our 
Beloved was a Lamb withgut fpot or blemiih, i Pet, 
i. 1 8. He did not fin^ neither was there any guik 
found in his mouth, 1 Pet. ii. 22. he is h^ly, harm^ ' 
Jefsy undefiledy feparate from JinnerSy Heb. vii, ^4;. 
as afterwards will appear ; and yet he, who was fo 
white in his innocency, was made ruddy in his own 
bloody and that two ways; naturally, in the pour- 
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ing out of his blood, his precious bloody ia that 
agony of his foul, when thick drops of blood 
tricked tp the ground, Luke xxii. 24, as alfo wheii 
the whips and thomsj nails and fpears, poured' it out 
abundantly, there came fort hl^lopd and water y]ohxt 
xix. 34. He was^ ruddy, by being drenched all-over 
in his^ own blood. And 2dly,. Morally^ by tfe ims- 
putation of fin, whofe colour is red-and crimfbnt 
Sod made htm to be Jin, for usy who knew no fm^ 
2fGor..v; 21. He who was white, became ruddy 
for our fakes, pouring out his blood, an oblation 
.for fin.. ' This alfo renders him graceful ; by hi^- 
whitenefs he fplfilled the law, by his rednefs he 
fetisfied jufl:ice ; this is our Beloved, O ^daughters'' 
of yerufalem. 

3. -His endearing excellency in the adminiftrati- 
on of his kingdom, is hereby alfo expreffedi He^ 
is white in love and mercy unto his own ; red wiite 
juftice and revenge towards his enemies-, IJa.Jxiii. 7^^ 
Rev, xix. 13. 

There are tTlree 'things in general, wHerein this^ 
perfonal excellency and grace of the Lord^ Chrift 
doth confift.. 

•I. His fitnefe to f^e, from tHe grace of soiott,, 
and the prefer neceflkry eftcfts thereof. 

2. His fulnefs to fave from the grace pf commu«<^ 
nion, or the* free confeqaences. of the. grace o^ 
iinion; - * 

3 . His excellency to endear, from His compleat 
foitablcnefe to all the wants of the fouls of men, 

I. His fitnefs to fave, his being ^\fit &aviot^- 
fiiited- to the work ; and this I* fay, i* from his? 
grace of union. The uniting of the natures of God? 
and man in one perfon, made him fit to be a'Savi- 
Qur to the. titteraioft^ He lays his hand upon GodI 
G a . b^- 
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by partaking of his nature^ Zech. xiiL 7. and he 
lays his hand upon us, by being partaker of our 
nature, Heb. ii. 14, 16. and fo becomes a D^t^/^^ ' 
man or Umpire between \xAh, By this means, he 
fills up all the diftance that was made by fin, be- 
tween God and us, and we who are far off, are 
made nigh in hhn^ Upon this account it was, that 
he had room, enough in bis bread to receive, and 
' power eriough ia his fpirit to bear all the wrath that 
was prepared for us ; fin was infinite only in refpeflt 
of the objeft, and puniflbment was infinite in refpefl 
of the fubjeft. This arifeth from his union* 

Uni<Mj is/the.conjijnftion of the two natures of 
God and man in one perfon, John i. 14. Ifa» ix. d. 
Rom. i* 3, 9, 5. the neccffary confequences where- 
of are; !• The fuWiftence of the human nature in 
the perfon of the -Son of God, having no fubfiftence 
of its own, Luke i. 35. i Tim. iii. 1 6. 2. That com^ 
municarion of attributes in the perfon, whereby the 
properties pf either nature, are promifcuoully fpo- 
ken (rf the perfon of Chrift, under what name fo- 
ever, of God and man^ he be fpoken of, Afts xx. 
a 8. Tf\.fts iii. ii, 3. The execution of his office of 
siediatioo in: his fingle perfon, in refpe£^ of both 
natures, wherein is confiderable, tht Agents ChriA 
himfelf, God and inanj he is the principium quo ; 
the'principlc that gives life and efllcacy to the whole 
work. And then 2. the principium quod; that which 
operates, which is both natures diftitiSFy confider^ 
cd. 3. The cffeftual working itfelf of each nature;, 
arid iaftly/ the effeft produced, which arifeth from 
all, and relates to them all; forefolving the excel- 
lency I fpeak of, into his perfonal unioti. , 

2. His fulhefe to fave, from the grace of con^ 
munion, or the eflefts of his union which are free. 
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and coofequences of it, which is all the furniture 
that he received from the Father biy the union of 
the Spirit, for the work of pur falvation. He is a- 
ble to /ave unto the uttermoft them that came unto 
^Qod by; him^ Heb. vii. 2 6. having all fulnefs unto 
-this end communicated unto him ; for li pUafedthf 
Father that in Mm all fulnefs fhould dwgll^ Col 
i. 19* And he received not the spirit by meafiire^ 
John iii. 34. and from this fulnefs, he makes out a 
fuitable fupply unto all that are h!\S'j grace for grace^ 
John i. 16. had it been given him by mcafurc we 
had exhauiled it. 

3. His excellency to oxdear, from bis compleat 
fuitablenefs to all the wants of the fouls of men. 
There is no man whatever, that hath any want in 
reference unto the things of God, but Chrift will 
be unto him that which he wants ; I fpeak of thofc 
who are given him of his Father. Is he dead ^ 
Chrift is life. Is he weak ? Chrift is the power of 
God, and the wifdom of God. Hath he the fenfe 
eF guilt upon him ? Chrift is compleat riyrhteouf- 
»efs, the Lord our righteoufnefs. ^any poor crea- 
tures are feafible of their wants, but know not 
where their remedy lies. Indeed, whether it be 
Me, or light, power or joy, all is wrapped up m 
him* 

This then for the prcfent may fufBcc in general 
to be fpoken of the perfonal grace of the Lord 
Chrift. He hath a fitoefe to fave, having pity^ 
and ability, tendernefs and power tp carry on that 
work to the uttermoft ; and a fulnefs to fave, of 
redemption and (anftification, of righteoufnefs and 
the Spirit ; and a fuitabiisnefs to the wants of all our 
fouls, whereby he becomes exceeding defireable, 
jea altogether lovely, as afterwards wiU appear ic 
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particular. And as to this in the firft place, hav^ 
the faints dillinft fellowfhip with the Lord Chrift^ 
the manner whereof fhall declared ia the enfuing 
Chapter. ^ 

Only from this entrance that hath been made' 
into th^4efcription of him with whom the faints 
have communion, fome mot iws might be taken to- 
ftir us up thereunto, as alfo ccmfiderations to lay 
©pen the nakednefc and infufficiency of all other 
ways and things^, unto which men. engage theif 
thoughts and defires. Something may be now pro*^ 
pofed. Th^ daughters of Jerufalem,, ordinat y com* 
mon profeffors, having heard the fpoufe deiicrib- 
ing her Beloved,, Cant. v. 4^ i c, &e. iaflantjy are 
ftirred up to fcefe him together with her, chap, vi.. 
>. Whither is thy BeLved t'/rned ajicky tihat we may 
feek hiynwith thee? What Paul foys^of them that, 
crucified hkn,. may be fjpoken of all that rejeft him,, 
or refufe cpmnmnion with hihr.. Had they known 
bmiy t hey would fwt have- crucified the Lard of glory ; 
did men R now htm, were they acquainted in any 
meafure with him, they would not fo rejeft the 
Lord of glory. Himfelf calls them limple ones;, 
fools and fcorners, that defp^ife his< gracious invita** 
tion, Prov..i. 24./rhere are none who defpifeChrift,. 
but only they that know him not; whofe eyes the 
Crodof this world hath blinded, that they fliould^ 
not behold his glory. The fouls of men do na-- 
furally fcek fomeching to reft and repofe themfelves 
wpon; fomcthing to fatfate aiid ddight themfelves 
withal, with' which they hold'^ communion;- and 
there are two ways whereby men proceed in the 
purfuit of what they fb aim at. Some fet before 
them fome certain end; perhaps, pleafure, pVoiit, 
€r hv religion kfeli^/ acceptance with God; others 
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feek after fome end, but without any certainty^ 
' pleafing themfelves ncjw ^ith one path, then with 
another; with various" thoughts and waysjikc them, 
Ifa. xIviL I o. becaufe fomeihing comes in by the 
life of the hand, they give not over though weary, 
in what condition foever you may be, either m 
greedinefs purfuing feme certain end, be it feeular 
or religious, or arc wandering away in your own 
imaginations, wearying yourfelv^s in the largenefs 
of your ways, compare a little what ypu. aim at, or 
what you do, with what you have already heard of 
Jefus Chrift; if any thing you defign be like to him, 
if any thing you defire to be equal to him, let him 
be rejefted as one that hath neither form nor come- 
linefs in him j but if indeed all your ways be buf 
vanity and vexation of fpirit, in comparifon of him, 
why do you fpend your thoughts for that lohich 
is not breadi and your labour jor that which fatis* 

Ufe I. You that are yet in the flower of your 
days, full of heahh and ftrcngth, and with all the 
* vigour of your fpirits, do purfue fome one thing, 
fome anothdr ; confider 1 pray, what are your belov- 
eds, to this Beloved ? What have you gotten, by 
them ? Let us fee, the peace, quietnefs, aflbrancc 
of everlalHng bleffednefs that they have given you i 
Their paths are crooked paths, who ever goes in 
them (hall not know peace. Behold here a fit Objeft 
for your cboiceft affcftions; one in whom you may 
find reft to your fouls; one in whom there is nothing 
will grieve and trouble you to eternity. Behold he 
ftands at the door of your fouls and knocks : O re* 
je^ him nQt, left you feek him and find him not; 
pray ftudy him a little ; you love him not, becaufe you 
know him not. Why doth one of you fp?nd his time 
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in idlenefs and f6lly; and wafting of precious time, 
perhaps debaiKhed}y ; why doth another affociate 
and affemble hiinfelfwith thetn that fcoff'at religi- 
on and the things of God, meerly bec^nfe you know 
Dot our dear Lord Jcfus ? Oh, when he fhall reveal 
himfelf to you,; and teM you he is Jefus whom you 
have flighted ^bd fefufed, how wHl it break your 
hearts, ^nd make you mourn like a dove, that yotj 
have neglefted him; and if you never cpme to know 
hint, it had been better you had never been ; nvhilfi 
it is called to da^^ then harden not y$ur hearts. 

Ufe 2. You, that are perhaps feeking eameftly 
after a righteoufnefs, and are religious perfons, 
coufider a little with yourfelves; hath Chrift his 
due place in your hearts? is he your all? does he 
dwell in your thoughts ? do you know him in his- 
excellency and.defireablenefs ? do you jiudeed ac- 
count all things lofs and duixgfor his exceeding - 
excellency ? or rather, do you prefer alpoft any 
thing in the world before it ? But inpre of thefe 
things afterwards. 

C H A P. iir. 

Of the way and manner whereby the faints holdt 
communion with the Lord Chrift^ as to perfonat 
grace, 7 he conjugal relation between Chrift and 

^ the faints^ Cant. ii. i6. Ifa. xliv. 5, &c. Cant. iii. 
1 1, opened. The way of communion in conjugal 
relation^ Hok^i iii. 3. Cant. i. 15. on the part of ■ 
Chrij}, on the part of the faints. 

■ * 

TH E next thing that comes under confide- 
ration, is, the way whereby we hold com*- - , 
xnunion with the Lord Chrift, in refpcft, of that ^ 

^^g'^^ per- '; 
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perfbnal grace whereof we have fpoken. Now 

'. this the fci ipture manifefts to be by the way of a con- 
jugal relatioa ; he is married Unto us» and we unto 
him; which fpiriiual relatfon is attended with fui- 
table conjugal affections. And this gives us fellow- 
fliip with him, as to his perfonal excellencies. 

This the fpoufe expreffeth, Cant, ii. \ 6. My Be^ . 
kved h mine, and I am his. He is TfQne, I poffefs 
him, I haveintereft in hjm, as my He^d, and my 
Husband. And I am his^ poffeffed of him, owned 
-by him, given up unto him, and that as to my Be- 

\ loved in a conjugal relation. 

So Ila. Mv. 5. Thy Maker is thine Ht^sband^ tht 
Lord of ho/is is bis name, and thy Redeemer the ho* 

. k one of IfraeU the God of the whole earth ;/hall he 
be called. This is yielded as tiie reafon, why the 
church Ihall not be afliamed nor confounded, in the 
. midft of her iroubles and trials, (he is married unto 
her Maker, and her Redeemer is her: Husband. 
And Ifa.«fci. i o. fetting out the .mutual glory^ of 
ChrilT and his church in their walking together 
he faith it is, as a bridegroom decketh himfelf with 
ornaments y and as a bride a^orneth herfelf with 
jewels. Such is their condition, becaufe fuch is 
their relation; which he alfo farther .expreffeth^ 
chap. Ixii. ^5. As the bridegroom rejoiceth^ over the 
bride, fo.Jhall thy God rejoice over thee. As it is^ 
with fuch perfons in the day of their efpoufak, in 

. the day of the gladnefs of their 'hearts^ fo is it 
with Chrift and his faints in this relation : he is a 
Husband to them, providiftg that it may be with 
them, according to the ftate and condition where- 
inro h^ hath taken them. 

To thispurpofe we have his faithful engagement, 
Hof. iu 19, 20. Iwilh faith he, betroth thee unt6 
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me for ever^ yea I will betroth thee unto me in righ'^ 
teoufnefs^ and in judgment^ and in loving kindnefs^ 
and in mercies^ I will even betroth thee unto me in 
faithfulnefs. And it is 'the main defign of the mi- 
niftry of the gofpcl to prevail with men to give up 
themfelves unto the Lord CHrHl, as he reveals his 
kindnefs in this engagement. Hence Paul tells the 
G>rinthians, <X Epift, xi. 2. that he had ejpou/ed 
them unttrone Husband^ that he might prefent them 
as a thafte virgin unto Chri/l. This he had pre- 
vailed upon them for, by the preaching of the got- 
'pel, that they (hould give up themfelves as a virgin, 
unto him who had betrothed them to himfelf, as an 
Husband, * 

Aud this is a relation wherein the Lord Jefus is 
exceedingly delighted; and inviteth others to be- 
hold him in this his glory, Cant. iii. 1 1* Go fort h^ 
faith he, ye daughters (f ^erufalem^ and behold 
king Solom$n with the crown wherewith his mother 
Crowned him^ in the day of his effoufals^and in tl^e 
day oftlj^gladnefs of his heart. He calls forth the 
daughters of Jerufalem, all forts of profeflbrs ta 
c<mfidcr him in the condition of betrothing and e- 
fpoufing Jifs church unto himfelf; moreover, he 
tells them that they (hall find on him rwo things e- 
minently upon this account, i. Honour, it is the 
day of his coronation, and his fpoufe is the crown, . 
wherewith be is crowned. For as Chrifl: is a Di- 
adem of beauty, and a Crown of glory unto Sion, 
Ifa. xxviii. 5. So Sion alfo is a diadern, and a crowii 
unto him. Ifa. Ixii. 3. Chrift makes this relation with 
his faints to be his glory and his honour. 2. De-- 
light. The day of his efpoufals, of taking poor fin* 
ful fouls into his bofom, is the day of the gladnefs 
of his heart, John was but the friend of the.Bride- - 
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groom, that' flood and heard his voice, when he 
was taking his bride unto himfclf, and he rejoiced 
greatly, John iii. 29. haw much more then muft 
be the j,oy and gladnefs of the Bridegroom himfelf, 
even that which is exprefled, Zeph. iii. 14. Here* 
joiceth with joy, he joys with fining. 

It is the gladnefs of the heart ofChrift, the joy 
of his foul, to take poor finners into this relation 
with himfelf. He rejoiced in the thoughts of it 
from eternity, Prov, viii. ^ i. And abvays expreffeth 
the greateft willingnefs to undergo the hard talk re*- 
C[uired thereunro, Pfal. xl. 7, 8. Heb. x. 7, 8. yea 
he was pained as a woman in travail, until he had 
acconiplilhed it, Luke xii. 15. becaufe he loved his 
church he gave himfelf for it, Eph. v. 2 6.~ deffif- 
ing thejhamey and enduring the crofsy Hcb. xiii. 2, 
that he might enjoy his bride; that he might be 
for her, and flie for him, and not for atiother, Hof. 
iii. 3. This is his joy, when he is thus crowned by his 
mother. It is believers that are mother, and bro- 
ther of this Solomon, Matth. xii. 49, 50. They 
crown him in the day of his efpoufals,givingthem-. 
felves to htm, and becoming his glory, i Con 
viii. 23. 

Thus heYets oiic his whole communion with his 
church under this allufion, and that moil frequent- 
ly. The time of his taking the church unto himfelf, * 
is the day of his marriage, and the church is his; 
bride, his wife, Rev, xix, 7, b. The entenainm:.nt 
he makes for his faints, is a wedding fupper, Match. 
xxii. 5. The graces of his church, are the oma- 
meiits of his queen, Pfal xlv. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
Andthe fcUowftiip he hath with his faints, is as that 
which ihofe who are mutually beloved in a conju- 
gaj r^lati^on do hold, Cant. i. Hence Paul in de- 
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fcfibing thefe two, makes fudden andinfenfible tran- 
fition^ from one 10 the other, Eph. chap. y,/rora 
ver. 22. untover. 32, concluding the whole with 
an application unto Chrift and the church* 

. It is now to be enquired in the next place, how 
it is th^t we hold communion with the perfon of 
Chqft, in refpeft of conjugal relations and afFeffi- 
ons, and wherein this dotn confift. Now herein, 
there are forae things that are common unto Chrift 
and the faints, and fome things that 'are peculiar 
to each of them, ^* the nature of this relation doth 
require. The whole may be reduced unto thefe 
two heads. 

t. A mutual refignation of themfelves one to the 
other. ' . - 

2. Mutual confequential conjugal affeftions. 

. I. There is a mutual refignation or making over 
of their perfons one to another. This is the firft 
aft of communion, as to the perfonal grace of Chrift. 
Chrift makes himfelf over to the foul to be his, as 
to aH the love, care, and tendcrnefs of an Husband; 
and the foul gives up itfelf \^holly unto the Lord 
Chrift, to be his, as to all loving, tender obedience.. 
And herein is th'e main of Chrift and rhe faipts e*, 
fpoufals* This in the prophet is fet out under a 
parable of himfelf and art harlot, Hof.iii.3. Thou 
Jbalt abide for me^ faiih he unto her, thou /halt 
not be for another^ and I witl be for thee. Poor 
harlot, faith the Lord Chrift, I have bought thee 
Uiito myfelf with the price of mine own blood, and 
now this is that which we will confentunto, I will 
beforthee^ and thou flmlt be for me^ and jiot for ?*. 
nother. 

I. Chrift gives himfelf to the foul with all his 

excellencies, righteoufncfs, prtcioufnefs, graces and 
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eminencies, to be its Saviour, Head, and Husband, 
for ever to dwell with it,; in this holy relation. He 
looks upon the, fouls of his faints, likes them well, 

' counts them faii*^ and beautiful, bccaufe he hath 
madeiheiri fo, Cant. i. 15. Behold thoii art fair 
my companiony behold thou art fairy thou ha fi. doves 
eyes. Let others think what they pleafe, Chrift 
redoubles it that the fouls of his faints are very 
beautiful, even perfeftthrou-^h his comelinefs which 
he puts upon fhem, £zek. xv. 14. Behold thou art 
fair:, thou arffdirf oanicularly that their fpiritual 
light is very excellent and glorious, ,like the eyes of 
a dove, tender, difceming, clear and ihining. There- 
fore he adds that pathetical wifh'of the enjoyment 
of this fpoufe, chap. ii. 14. O ;wy dove^ imh he,' 
ifjat art in the clefts of the rocky in the fecret places 
if the /lairs y let me hear thy voice ^ let me^ fee thy 
countenance^ for fweet is thy voice, and thy counte* 
nance is comely. Do not hide thyfelf as one that 
flies to the clefts vof the rocks, be not dejefted as 
one that hides herfelf behind the flairs, and is afraid 
to come forth to the company that enquires for 
her. Let not thy fpirit be caft down at the weak- 
nefs of thy fupplications, let me yet hear thy fighs 
and groans, thy breathings and pantings to me, they 
are very fweet, very delightful; and thy fpiritual 
countenance, thy appearance in heavenly things, is 
comely and delightful unto me. Neither doth he 
leave her thus, but, chap. iv. 8. prefletb her hard to 
a clofe communication wiih him in this conjugal bond* 
Come with me from Ijebcmon^ myfpoufey with me from 
Lebanony look from the top of Amana^ from 'h ^pp 

, of Shenir and Hermony from the lyons dens, and the 

mountains of the leopards. Thou art in ^ wandrijig 

condition, asthe Ifraeliresof old, among lyons and 
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leopards, fins and troubles, come from thence un- 
to me, and I will give thee refrefiimenr, Maith. xk 

2 7 . Upon this invitation the fpoiife boldly concludes^ 
chap. vii. i o. that the defir'e of Chrift is towar4s 
her; .that he doth indeed love her, and aim at tak- 
ing her unto this fellowfhip with himfelf. So in 
carrying on this union, Chrift freely beftbweth 
himfelf upon the foul. Precious and excellent as 
he is, he becometh ours. He makes himfelf to 
be fo, and with him, all his graces. Hence faith 
the fpoufe my beloved is mine: in all that he is> 

. he is mine. Becaufe he is ilghteoufnefs, Ifa. xlr. 
2 4, 2 5. he is the Lord our righteoufnefs, Jen xxiii. 6* 

^Becaufe he is the wifdora of God, an^ the power 
of God, he is made unto us wifdom, 6"f. i Con 
i, 30. T\i>i% the branch of the Lord is beautiful and 

glorious^ and the fruit, of the earth is excellenty/and 
comely to them that are efcaped of Ifrael^ Ifa. iv. 2. 
This IS the firft thing on the part of <Il!hrift, the 
free donation and beft owing of himfelf upon us to 
be our Chrift, our beloved, as all the ends 
and purpofes of love, mercy,^ grace, and glory, 
whereunto in his mediation he is defigned, in -^ 
marriage covenant, never to be broken. This is 
the fum of what is intended. The. Lord Jefus 
Chrift fitted and prepared by the accoiTipUftment 
and furniture of his perfon as Mediator, and the 
large purchafe of e^ace and glory which, he ha h 
made, to be an Husband to his faints,, his church ; 
tenders himfelf in the pramifes of the gofpel to 
them in all his defireablci efs, convinces them of 
his good will towards th^m, and his all-fiifficiency 
for a fupplv of rheir wa'it< an 1 upon their confent 
.tQ accept of him, which is all he requires or experts 
• • t at 
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at their hands, he cDgageth himfclf ia a marriage 
covenant to be theirs for cver^ 

2. On the part of the faims> It is their free 
willing confent to receive, enabracc^ and fubmit 
unto the Lord Jefus, as their Husband, Lord and 
Saviour^ to abide with him, fubjeft their ibuts un^ 
to hir» ;; and to be ruled by him for ever. 

Now this in the foul, is either initial, or the fb- 
lemn confent at the firff entrance of union, of 
confequential, in renewed afl» of conient all our 
days, 1 fpeak of it efpecialTy in this latter fenfe, 
wherein it is proper unto communion, nor fn the 
former^ wherein it primarily intendeth union. 

Thereare two things that complcat this felf re- 
fignation of the (but 

I r The liking of Chrift for his excellency; grace 
and fuitablenefs, far iboye all other beloveds what^ 
ever, preferring him in the judgment and mind ar^ 
bove them all. In the place above-mentioned 
- Cant. Vi 9. 1 o. the fpoufe being eameftTy pn^fled 
by profefforsat large, to give in her thoughts con^ 
cerning the cxctWcncy of Ber beloved m comp^i** 
foh of orfterendeai^raencs,, anfwereth exprefly, that 
hchzhtchiefe/ioftenthoufandi yea,, ver. 16. al^ 
together hvefy^ infinitely beyond comparifon witht 
the cfediceft created good or endearment imagihabrc^ 
The foul lakes a view of all that is^ ih the world^ 
the luft of the fleffi,. the Tuff of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, atid fees ft all to be vaiiity,* that the 
world paffeth away and the luft thereof,, r John if, 
r6y 17^ thefe Beloveds are no way to be compared' 
nnto him. It views alfb fegal righteoufnefs, blame- 
feflnefs before men, uprightnefe of converfationir 
duiies uponconviftion, and concludes of all as Paul 
dbth,. Phil, iii. 8. Doub fiefs I count all thefe tJnnV^ 
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lofs for the excellency of the knowlege of ChHJl.'^fus 
tny L/)rd. So alfodoth the church, Hof. xiv. 3, 44 
rejeft all appearing afliilances whatever, as goodly 
as Alhur, as promifing as idols, that God alone noiay 
be preferred. And this is the fouls entrance into 
conjugal comraunion with Jefus Chrift as to perfonal 
grace, the conftant preferring him above all pre- 
tenders to its afFeftions, counting all lofs and dung 
in comparifon of him. Beloved peace, beloved na^p 
tural relations, beloved wifdom and learning, be- 
loved righteoi\fnefs, beloved duties, iill lofs compar- 
ed with Chrift, 

2. The accepting of Chrift by the will, as its 
only Husband, Lord and Saviour. This is called 
receiving of Chrift, John i. 12. "and is not intend- 
ed only for that folemna<a whereby at firft entrance 
We clqfe with him, but alfo for the conftant frame 
of the foul in abiding with him, and owning of hiro> 
as fuch. When the foul confents to take Chrift oa 
his own terms, to fave him in his own way, Rom. 
ix. :^i, :j2. XX. 3, 4. and fays, Lord, I would have 
had thee and falvaiion in my way, that it might 
have been partly of mine endeavours, and as it were - 
by the works of the law, lam now willing to receive 
thee, and to be faved in thy way, meerly by grace ; 
and though I would have walked according to my 
own mind, yet now 1 wholly give up myfelf to be 
ruled by thy Spirit, for in thee have I righteoufi\efs 
and ftrength, Ifa.xlv. 24. in thee am 1 juftjfied.and 
do glory, then doth it carry on communion with 
Chrift as to the grace of his perfon. This, it is to 
receive the Lord Jcfus in his comelinefs and emi- 
nehcy. Let believers exercife their hearts abun- 
dantly untp this thinsf. This i*; choice communion 
with the Spn Jcfus Chrift. Let us receive him in all 
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his excellencies, as he beftows himfelf upon us. Be 
frequent in thoughts of faith, comparing \\\m with 
other beloveds, fin, world, legal righteoufncfs, and 
prcfering him before them, counting them all loft 
and dutfg in comparifon of l|ta|. And let 6ur fouls 
be perfuaded of Jiis fincerit^Sid willingnefs in giv- 
ing himfelf, in all that he is, as Mediator unto us, to 
be ours; and let our hearts give up themfelves un- 
to him ; let us tell him, that we will be for him, 
and not for another ; let hiin know it from ns, he 
delights to hear it, yea he fays, Sweet is our voice^ 
Mnd our countenance is comely ^ and we fhall not fail 
in the iffue of fweet refreihment with him. 



DIGRESSION. I. 

Snme excellencies of Chrift propofed to conftderatioji^ 
to endear our hearts unto him. His defcription^ 
Cant. v. opened. 

TO ftrengthen our hearts in the refignation^ 
mentioned of ourfelves unto the Lord Chrifi" 
as our Husband, as alfo to make way for the ftirring 
of us up to thofe confequential conjugal afleftions, 
of which mention (hall afterwards be made, I fliall 
turn afide to a more full defcripiion of fome of the 
perfonal excellencies of the Lord Chrift, whereby 
the hearts of his faints are indeed endeared unto 
him. 

In the Lord our righteoufncfs then, may thefe 
cnfuing things be confidered, which are exceed- 
ing fuitable to prevail upon our hearts to give up 
ifiemfelves to be wholly his^ 

I. He 
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T. He is exceeding^ excellent and defireable iet 
his Detty, and tho glory thereof* He is PehovaB 
our righteoufnefs^ Jen xxiii. 6. Ift the rejorciiig c^ 
Sion at his coining tojier^ this is th^ bottom^ Be^ 
hold thy ^lody Ifa. >4li^* We have feen hisglory^ 
faith the appllle, What glory 13 that? The ;;lory 
of the only bek>ottea Soft of God, John r. 14, The 
choiceft faints have been afraid, and amazed at the 
b eioty of an an^el; and the ftoateft finners have 
tremWed at the gJor) of one of thofe creatures iu. 
^ low appearance, reprcfenting but the back parts 
of their glory^ who yet themfelves in their highefl 
advancement da caver their faces at the prefeilce 
of our Bfloved, as confciaus to themfelves of their ' 
utter difability ta bear the rays of his ^Ibry^ ifa. 
vi. ?. John xu;. :^9, 40. He is^ the fellow of the* 
Lord of hofts, Zech, xiii.. 7. And though he once 
appeared in the form of a> fervant,, yet then he 
thought it na robbery to he €(pial unto God^ Phil. ii.. 
8,. In the glory of this Majefty-lie dwells in light 
inacceffible. We cannot by fearching find out the 
Almighty to perfedton^ it is as high as heaven what 
can we do ? it is dxeper than hell what can: we know^,. 
the meafure thereof is longer than the earth and 
broader than the fea, ]oh XY. 7^8,9. We may all: 
fey .one to another of this. Surety we are more bru^ 
tijfh than any man^ and have not th..^ under ft dnding 
of a man; we neither learned w'lfdom^ nor have the: 
knowtege of the hofy. Who hath ajcendedup int^ 
heaven or defended? Who^hath gathered the wind! 
in his fill f Who hath hound the waters in a gar^ 
vientf Who hath eftc^)liflyed the end's of the 'earth f" 
what is fAs namCy and wbaiis his Sons natne if ye 
can tell? Prov. xxx. 2, ;?, 4. 

If any one Ibould ^ naw with them in the Can- 
tick* 
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tides, what is in the Lord Jefus our beloved, more 
than in other beloveds, that fliould make him fa 
defireable, and amiable, and worthy of acceptation ? 
'Vhat is be more than others? I alk what is a king 
' more than ^ beggar ? Much every way. Alas \ this 
is nothing; they were born alike, muft die alikei 
and after that is the judgment. What is an angel 
more than a worm ? A worm is a creature, and an 
angel is no more, he that made the one to creep on 
the earth, made alfo the other to dwell in heaven. 
There" is ftill a proportion between thefe, they a- 
gree in fomething. But what are all the nothings 
' of the world, to the God infinitely bleffed for ever- 

* more ? Shall the duft of the ballance, or the drop 
of the bucket be laid in the fcalc agaiuft him? This 
is he of whom the finners in Sion are afraid and cry, 
Whoamongji us fhall dwell with that devouringjire.^ 

^ %vho amongfl us flf all inhabit wit h everlajling burn^ 
ingsT I might now give you a glimpfe of his ex- 

' cellency in many of thofe propeirties and attributes, 
by which he difcovers himfelf to the faith of poor 
finners. But as he that goes into a garden where 
there ?re innumerable flowers in great variety, ga- 

* thersnot all he fees, but crops here and there one, 
and another; I fhall endeavour to open a door, and 
give an inlet into the infinite excellency of the 
graces of the Lord Jefus, as he is God bleifed for 
evermore, prcfenting the reader with one or two 
inflahccs, leaving him to gather for his olvn ufe, 
what farther he pleafeih. Hence then obferve, 

I . The endlefs, botrbmlefs, boundlefs grace and 
compaffion that is in him/ who is thus our Huf 
band as he is the God of Sion. It is not the grac< 
of a creature, nor all the grace that can poffibly a 
once dwell in a created nature, that will ferve ou 

Digitized by LjOOglC fiirH 



led Communion with the Sen ^efus Chriji. Ch. Ill 

turn. We are too indigent to be fuited with fuch 
a fupply. There was a fulnefs of grace in the hu- 
man nature of Chrift : He received not the Spirit by 
meafure^ John iii. 34. a fulnefs like that of light, 
in the fun, or of water in the fea; 1/fpeak not in 
' refpeft of communication, but fufficency. A ful- 
nefs incomparably above the meafure of Angels, yet 
; it was not properly an infinite fulnefs; Jt was a cre- 
ated, and therefore a limited fulnefs. If it could 
be conceived as feparated from the Deity, furely fo 
many thirfty guilty fouls, as every day drink deep 
and large draughts of grace and mercy from him, 
would (if I may fo fpeak) fink him to the very bot- 
tom; nay, it Could afford no fupply at all, but only 
in a moral way. But when the conduit of his hu- 
manity, is infeparably united to the infinite inex- 
hauftible fountain of the E>eity, who can look into 
the depths thereof? If now there be grace enough 
for finners in an all-fufficient God, it is in Chrift^ 
And indeed in any other there cannot be enough* 
The Lord gives this reafon for the peace and con* 
fidence of finners, Ifa. liv. 4, 5. Thou Jhalt hot be 
afraid^ mr confounded^ thou (halt not be put to 
fhame; but howfhall thfe be? So much fin and not 
ufharaed ? So much guilt and not confounded ? Thy 
Maker ^{^vih he, is thine Bus bandy the Lord of 
hofts is his name^ and thy Redeemer^ the holy one of 
Ifraely the God of the whole earth /ball he be called; 
This is thfe bottom of all peace, confidence and con- 
folation; the grace and mercy of our 'Maker; of 
the God of the whole eanh. So are kindnefs and 
power tempered in him! he makes us and mars us! 
he is our God, and our Goel, our Redeemer. 
Jjook unto me, faith he, andbefavedf I am God and 

. none 
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none elji. Ifa. xlv. 22. Surely one Jhallfay^ in ^- . 
bovah have I Jlrength and righteoufuefsy ver. 24. 

And dn this ground it is, that if all the world 
fliould (if 1 may fo fay) fet themfclves to drink free 
grace, mercy and pardon ; drawing water continually 
from the wel^s of falvation; if they fhould fet 
ibemfelves to draw from one fingle promife, an an- 

~ gel ftauding by, and crying drink O myfriendsy yea 
drink abundantly^ take fo much grace and pardon 
as {hall be abundantly fuifficient for the world of 
fin which is in every oneof you; they would not be 
able to fink the, grace of the promife one hair^ 
breadth. There is enough for millions of worlds 
if they were, but becaufe it flows into it from an 
infinite bottomlefs fountain. Fear noty O w$rm ^^- 
coby I am God and not man^ the bottom of finners 
confolation. This is that head of gold mentioned,- 
Cant. V. 1 1. that moil precious fountain of grace 
and mercy. This infinitenefs of grace in refpeft of 
itsfpringand fountain, will anfwer all objeAionsthat 
might hinder our fouls drawing nigh to communion 
with him, and from a free embracing of him. Will 
not this fuit us in allourdiftrefles? What is our finite 
giiilt before it? Shew me the finner that can fpread 
his iniquities to the dimenfions^ (if I may fo fay) of 
this grace? Here is mercy enough for the greateft, 
rjie oldeft, the ftubbornefl: tranfg^eflbr. Why will 

. ye die Oye houfe of IfraeH Take heed of them who 
would rob you of the Deity of Chrift : if there were 
no more grace for roe then what can be treafured 
up in a meer man, I (hould rejoice my portion might 
be under rocks and mountains. 

Confider hence his eternal, free, unchangeable 
love. Were the love of Chrift unto iis, but the 
love of ii meer man, though neyer fo excellent, in- 
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nocent and glorious, it mufl have a beginning, it 
muil have an ending, and perhaps be f ruitlefs. The, 
love of Chrift in his human nature towards his, is. 
exceeding intenfe, tender, precious, compafTionatc, ' 
abundantly heightned by a fenfe of our miferie^ 
feeling of our wants, experience of our temptations, 
all flowing from that rich flock of grace, pity and 
compaflion, which on purpofe for our good and 
fupply, was beftowed on him. But yet this love 
as fuch, cannot be infinite, nor eternal, nor from 
itfclf abfolutely unchangeable. Were it no more, . 
though not to be parallelled, nor fathomed, yet our 
Saviour could not fay of it, as he doth, as my Father 
loveth me^ fo have I lovedyoUy John xv. 9. His love 
could not be 'compared with, and equalled unto 
the divine love of the Father, in thofe properties 
of eternity, fruitfulnefs, and unchangeablenefs, 
which are the chief anchors of the foul, rolling it- 
ielf on the bofom of Chrift, but now, 
I I. It is eternaL Come ye near unto me^ hear you 
thtSf I have noty faith he, fpokenfrom the beginning 
in fecretj from the iime that it was ^ there am /, 
H^ncl now the Lord God^nd his Spirit hath fent me^ 
Ifa. xlviii. 1 6. He himfelf is yefterday, to day, and 
fox ever, and io is his love, being his who is Alpha, 
atid Omega, the firft and the laft, ttie beginning, 
and the ending, which is, which was, and which 
is to comey Rev, i. 1 1. . 

2.. Unchangeable. Our love is like ourfelves; 
as we are, fo are all our affeftions : fo is the love or 
Chrift; like himfelf; we love one, one day, and 
hate him the next: he changeth, and we change 
alfo; this day he is our right hand, our right eye, 
the next day cut him off, pluck him out. Jefu^^ 
Chrift is ftill ^he fame, and fo is his love : In the 
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ihegimmighe laid the fmndatim^f the t^rth^ arid 
'4 he heavens are the works 0/ his hands ^ they fijall 
ferifh but he remainethy they Jhall all wax old ^s 
doth >a garment y and as a vejlurejhall he fold them 
npy and they Jhall be changed; but he is the fame ^ 
4ind bis years fail noty >Heb.i. 10, 11, 12* He is 
the Lord, and he chaogeth not, and therefore we 
.are not confumed. WhG«n he loves he loves unto 
;the end, Mal.> iii. 6. John xni. i. His love is fuch 
as never had begiiining, and never flia*II have etni- 
4ng; ^ - 

3. It is alfo^froitfal. 'Fruitful te all gracious 
-Muesand dFefts. A man may love another as his 
o^^foilil, yet perhaps that love of his cannot help 
him, he may thereby fity him in prifon, but not 
^relieve him : bemoan him in raifery, but not ' help 
Slim: fulFer with hioi in trouble, but not eafe him. 
We cannot lovfe grtce into a child, nor mercy into 
*a friend; we c^nnoi love them into heaven, though 
it may be the great defire of our foul. It was love ^ 
thaticiade Abraham cry. Oh that Ifhmael might 
live beforetheey but it miglit not be. But now, the 
love ($f Chriil, bein:: the love of God, is efteftual 
«nd fruitful m p«xlucingall the good things which 
4ic wiJIcth unto his beloved. He loves Hfe,. grace 
and holinefs into us : he love's us alfo into covenant, 
toves us into heaven. Love in him is properly to 
3WiII good to any one: whatever good Chrift 
by his love, wills to any, that willing is operative 
of that good. 

Tbefe three qualifications of the love of Chrift, 
make it exceedingly eminent, and him exceeding 
definable. How many millions 6f fins, in every one 
of the eleft, (every one whereof were enough tc 
xond^ron-themvall,) hath thisbve overco^ne? \Vhgt 

I ,,,,e,,,G mountain! 
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' mountains of unbelief doth it remove? Look upon 
the converfation of any one ftint, confider the 
frame of his* heart, fee the many ftains and fpors, 
the defilements and infirmities, 'wherewith his life 
is contaminated, and tell me whether the love that 
bears with all this, be not to be admired. And is 
it not the fame towards thoufands every day ? what 
ftrearas of grace, purging, pardoning, quickening, 
aflifting, do flow from it every day? This is pur 

• Beloved, O ye daughters of J erufalenu • 

2. He is defireable and worthy our accepta- 
tion, as confidered in his humanity ; even ^herein 
alfo in reference to us, he is exceedingly defirea- 
ble, • 1 ftiall only in this note unto you two things; 

1. Its freedom from fin, 

2. Its fulnefs of grace, in both which regards 
the fcripture fets him out as exceedingly lovely , and 
amiable. ' 

I. He was free from fin. The Lamb of God, 
without fpot, and without blemifli. The Male of 
the flock to be offered unto God, the cuffe falling 
on all other oblations, and them that offer them, 
Mai. i. 14. The purity of the fnow.is not to be 
compared with the whitenefs of this Lily, of this 
Rofe of Sharon, even, from the womb. For fuch 
an High Priefl became us^ who is holy^ harmless ^ 
nndeJiled.feparatefromftnnerSy Heb. vii. 26. Sanc- 
tified perfons, -whofe ftains are in^ any meafure 
waflied away, are exceeding fair in the eye of 
Chrift himfelf. ithou art all fair, (aich he, my be- 
lovedy thou haji no fpot in thee* How fair then is 
he, who never had the lead fpot or ftain ? 

It is true, Adam at his creation had this fpotlefs 
purity, fo had the angels. Bu^ they came immedi- 
ately from the hand of God, without concurrence 
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of *any Yecondary caufe. Jefus Chrift is a Plant and 
Root of a dry ground, ia Bloflbm from the ftem of" 
Jeffe, a Bud from the loins of finful man, bom of 
a finner, after there had been no innocent flefli in 
the world for 4000 years, every one upon the roll 
of his genealogy being infe^led therewithal. To 
have a. Flower of wonderful rarity to grow in 
paradife, a Garden of God's own planting, not ful- 
lied in the leaft, is not fo flran^e ; but as the Pfal- 
mift fpeaks (in another kind) to. hear of it in a 
wood, to find it in a fared, to haye a fpotlefs Bud, • 
broughi forth in the wildernefs of corrupted na- 
ture, is a thing which angels may defire to look in- ' 
to. Nay more, this whole nature, was not only de- 
filed, but alfo accurfcd; not only unclean, but alfo 
guilty; guilty of Adam Vtrgnfgreflion in whom we 
have ail ftined. That the human nature of Chrift, 
Ihould be derived from iiehce, free from guilt, free 
from pollution, this is to be adored. 

But you will fay. How caa this be ? who can 
bring a clean thing, from an unclean ? hqw could 
Chrift take our nature, and not the defilements of ' 
it, and the guilt of 'it? If Levi paid tithes in the ' 
loins of Abraham, how is it that Chrift did not fin 
in the loins of Adam ? 

Anfw. There are two things in original fin j 
I. Guilt of the firft fin, which is imputed to us, we 
all finned in him, Rom. v. 1 2. whether we render it 
relatively in whom, or illativcly, being all have fin- 
ned, all is one : that one fin, is the fin of us all, omnes 
eramus unus ilk homo: ^e were all in covenant with 
him; he was not only a nutural head, but alfo a fe- 
deral head unto us; as Chrift is to befievers (Rom. 
V. 1 7. I Cor. XV. 2.2.) fo was he to us all, and his 
tranfgreffion of that covenant is reckoned to us. 

1 2 2dly, There 
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sdlyj. There is the der itation of a polluted, coiv 
riipted nature from Kith; who can bring a demi 
thing out of an unclean? that which is bprnof th^ 
fleih b fleih, and nothing elfe; yAtcfe wi£iom a&tk 
iliind is corrupted atfo. A polbted fountain willt 
have polluted ftreams^. The firft perfon corrupted^ 
nature, and that nature corrupts all pcrfons follow*^ 
kg ; now from both thefe was Chrift moft free. 

J. Chrift was never federally in Adaro, andtfo^ 
not liable to the imputation of bis fin on thai ac* 
count. It is true, that fin .was imputed to him^ 
when he was made fin ;- thereby he took away ttet 
fm of the w&rld^ J(An L 2^ but ir was imputed toi 
him in the covenant of the Mediator^ through hir- 
voluntary fufception; and not in the covenant of^ 
Adam by a«legal imputation. Had it teen reclcon- 
^d to him, as adefccndent from Adann he had notf 
been a fit Higfi-Prieft to have oflPer-ed facrificesfor 
us, as not htmgfeparateframfinnersy Heb. vii. 25* 
Had Adam ffiood in* his inttocency, Chrift had not 
been incarnatey to have been a^ Mediator for finnery, 
and therefore the counfel of his incarnation' morally 
took not place until after the fall; though- he was 
in Adam, in,a natural fenfe from \m firft creation^ 
in refpeft of the purpofe of God, Lul^e iif. 2 7,y^9^ 
yet he vras not in him, in a law fenfe, until after the 
fall; fo that as to his own perfon, he had no more 
to do with the firft fin of Adam, than with any 
perfonal fm of one whofe punifliment he voluntarily 
cook upon him. As we are nor liable to the guihr 
of thofe progenitors who followed Adam, thougb 
naturally we were no lefs in them than him. There* 
fore did he, all the days of his flcfli ferve God in a 
covenant of works; and was therein accepted with 
him^ having d(me nothing that fhould (Sfaanul the 
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vertue of that covenant as to him; this doth not 
then in the lead take off from his perfeftion. 

2. For the pollution of our nature, it was prc- 
Tcnted in him from the inftailt of conception, Luke 
i* 35. The Holy Ghoftjhall come upon thee^ and the 
power of the Highe/i Jhall overftjadow thecy there^- 
fore alfo that holy thing that /hall be horn of thee, 
fhall be called the Son of God. He was made of a 
woman. Gal. i v. 6. but that portion whereof he 
was made, was fanfiified by the Holy Ghoft, that, 
what was born thereof, fhould be an holy thing; 
not only the conjunftion and union of foul and bo- 
dy, whereby a man becomes partaker of his whole 
nature, and therein of the pollution of fin, being 
a fon of Adam> was prevented by the fanftification 
o^ the Holy Ghoft, but it alfo accompanied.the ve* 
ry feparation of his bodily fubftance in the womb, 
unto that facred purpofe whereint6 it was fet apart : 
fo that upon all accounts, he i^ holy^ harmlefs^ un^ - 
defiled. Add now hereunto, that he did nofin^ 
neither was there any guile found in himy i Pet. \\. 
22. that he fulfilled all righteoufnefs. Mat. iii; 15. 
his Father being always well pleafed with him, ver.. 
17. en the account of his perfe^ obedience, yei 
even in that fenfe wherein he chargeth his angels 
with folly, and thofe inhabitants of heaven, are not 
clear in his fight, and his excellency and defireable- 
neft in this regard will lye before us: fuch was he, 
fuch he is, and yet for our fakes, was he content- 
ed not only to be elleemed by the vileft of men, 
to be a tranfgreflbr, but to undergo from God, 
the punifhment due to the vilcft finners. Of which 
afterwards. 

2dly, The fulnefs of grace in Chrift's huma^ 
nature, fets forth the amiablenefe and defircablend 
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thereof: fliolild I make H my bofinefs toccmftder 
his perfeftionsr, as to this part of his etxellenqTi 
what he had from the womb, Luke i. g 5. what re- 
ceived growth and imprdvcment, as to cxerdfe in 
the days of his flefli, Luke ii. 52. with the com-r 
pliraent of them- all, in glory, the whole Would 
tend to the purpofe in hand. I am but taking a 
Tiew of thefe things iri tranfitu. Thefe two things 
ly in open fight to all at the firft confidcration : all 
grace was in him, for the kinds thereof; and all 
degrees of grace for its perfeftions; and both of 
them make up that fulnefsthat was in hirti; it i$ 
created grace that I intend, and therefore I fpeak 
of the kinds of it; it is grace inherent in a created 
nature, nbt Infinite^ and thereFore I fpeak of thcr 
degrees of It. 

For the fountain of grace the Hdy.Ghoft, be 
received md him by meafare^ John iii. 34. and for 
the comtmjnicationa of the Spirit, it pleafed the Fa*- 
ther that in him (hould all fulnefs divelU Q)l. \^ 19^ 
that in all things he might have the prehenuncnceu 
Bat thefe things ^re commonly fpcAen unto. 

This is the Brfoved <:X our fouls! holy> teriw- 
tefs, undefiled; full of grace and truth; foil to a 
fofficiedcyior every end of grace; full for praftice, 
to be an example to men and angels ^as to obedi- 
ence; full to a certainty of uninterrnptod €ommtt>- 
nion with God; foU to a readindTs of gmng fup- 
|>ly to others; full to fnii him to all the occafions 
&nd neceffities of the fouls of men; ftdl tn a glcwy 
not unbecoming a fubfiftence in the pcrfoa of the 
iSon oiF God; full to a perfeft viiftoryin trials, ofbr 
all temptations; full to an exaft correfpondciicy to 
the whole law, every righteous attd holy law of 
God; fiill to the utmoll capacity of a Umited, crc* 
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•ted, finite Mture; full to the greateft beauty and 
glory of a liring temple of God; full to the fuU 
pleafuFt^ and del^ht of the £3ul of his Father^ fuU 
to an eTerlafliog monument of the glory of God». 
in giying fuch inconceivable excellencies to the Son 
of man« 

And this is the fecond thing confiderable, for 
the endearing of our fouls to our beloved. 

3. Confidter that he Is all this in one perfon. We 
have not been tr^ting of two, a God and a manj 
but of one who is God and man. 'That word that- 
%eas with God in the beginning, and was God, John 
L I. is alfo made fteih ver. 14* not b}( a converfi* 
on of its felf ,tnto fieih, not by appearing in the 
bntward fliape, and Ukeoefs of flefli, but by afTutn** 
liig that holy thing that was born of the virgiti^ 
lAxke I 55. into perfonal union with himfelf. Sq 
the mighty God, Ifa.iK. 6. is a Child given to usf 
H&at holy thing thaft was bom of the virgin, is call- 
ed thr Sm of God, Lukei, ^5. That which mad^ 
the man Chrid Jefus to be a man, was thetmion of 
foul and iKxly; that which made him, that mai^ 
and Without which he was .not ♦hat man, was the 
fiibfidance of both united in the perfon of the 809 
, trf God. A^ to the proof hereof, I have fpokeg 
rf it clfeWhere at large; I now propofc it only ii> 
jgeneral, to &eHv the amiableaefs of ChriA on thifi 
accbvmt; here lyes, hence arife^, the grace, peaci^ 
^fe, and fecurfty of the cbnrch of all believers : at 
%y fame few canfideratioas may be cleariy evino- 

ncfl* 

1, Henct ^^ he fit to fu.Ter, and able 10 bea»j 
•whatcrer was dfte UtKo uv; in that very aftion, 
-wherein the Son of man j^ave bimfsif a ranfomfsr 
'Ht^ny.t Mat xx. 28. God redeemed bis church wiif 
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his own bloody Afts xx. 28. and therein was the l&ve 
BJ Godjeeny that he gave his life for usy 1 John iii. 
1 6. on this account was there room enough>in hi& 
breaft to receive the points of all the fwords that 
were fharpened by the law againll us, and ftrength 
enough in his (hoHlders, to bear the burthen of that 
curfe that was due to us.- Thence was he fo wiK 
ling to undertake the work of our redemption, Heb. 
X. 7, 8. Loy I come to do thy willy God^; becaufe^he 
knew his ability to go through with ii. Had he 
not been man, he could not have fuffei ed, had he 
not been God, his fuiFering could not have availed 
either himljelf or us, h^ had not fatisfied; the fuf- 
fering of a meer man, could not bear any propor- 
tion to that which in any refpeft was infinite. Had 
the great and ri^i^hteous God gathered together alt 
the iins that had been committed by his eleA from 
the foundation of the world, and fearched the bo-' 
foms of all that were to come tO the end of theworld; 
and taken them all, from the fm of their nature, to,' 
the leaft deviation from the reftitude of his moft 
holy law, and the higheft provocation of their re- 
generate and uhregenerate condition, and laid them 
€Pn a meer holy innocent creature, Oh ! how would 
they have overwhelmed him, and buried him for 
ever out of the prefence of God's love ! Therefore 
tloth the apoftle premife that glorious defcription 
of hifn to the purging of our fin. . * He hath fpo* 

* ken to us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heiir 

* of all things, by whom alfo he made the world; 

* who being the brightnefs of his glory, and the 

* exprefs image of his perfoio, ti'p-hdldiivg alt things 

* by the word of his powe?vJ(H^ purged our fins?;* 
Heb. i. 2, ;^. It was he- that^urged our fips, who 
was the Son and Heir of all thing?, by v/hom the 
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florid was niad&» the brightnefsof his Father's glo*' 
iy» atid cxpref&iimge of his perfon-j He did. ii, he 
alone was able to dt) it; God was^matiifefted in th9 
tkt&u t Timnii,: i(Jv for this work; thcftwuda-t 
lii^ked againfl him.thait was th& Fello^n^ of the Lord 
of hofts, Zech. xiii. 7; aad by the TTOunds:of that 
great Shepherd, are the ibeep healed^ 1 Sen ii^ 

2. Henoe doth he become an eitdlefe^ bottomleS 
fonntain of grace to ail them that: believe. The 
folnefij that it pleafed the Father to Gomryit tq 
€hriJft,, to be the great treafury andrftorc-houfe 
to the church did not; doth not ly in the human 
nature ccsQfidered iii- itfdf ; hot m the pei^on. o£ tha 
Mediator God. and; mam. Gonfider wherein hia 
communicatLon of grace doth confidy andithis^ vaiVi 
W eridfent.. The foundation of all is laid in hisfai* 
tirfafHon, merit and purchafe, thefe are the moisalljp 
pixkcurang canfe of all the grace we re«feive front 
Chrift, Hence all grace becomes to be his ; all the 
things of the new covenant,, the promifcs of God 
all the mercy, love, grace, glory promifed, became^ 
If fa^,. jto be^his* Not as though they 'were all ac- 
tually inVefted or did rcfidc and were in the humaa 
Bature, and were from thence really communicated 
io us 'y by a participation of a portion of what did fo 
mhere^ out they are morally his by a compaft, to 
be bcftowcd by him, as he thinks good, as he is 
Mediator God and man^ that is, the only begotten 
, Son made flefli John i. 14. from whofe fulnefs. nve 
peceivfy and grace for grace: The real communica* 
tioif'W^ grace is by Chrift fending the Holy Ghpft 
tt> regl^icrate us; and to create all the habitual 
grace, with the daily fupplies thereof in our hearts: 
that we are made partakers of; now the Hoi' 

Ghoi 
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Ghoft is thus fent by Chrift as Mediator, God and ' 
man, as is at large declared, John xiv. 15^ 16. (oF 
which more afterwards.) This then is that whurfi 
1 intend by this fuinefs of grace that is in Chrfft j 
from whence we havfe both our beginning, and all 
our fupplies, which makes him as he is the Alpha 
and Omega of his church, the beginner and finiftier 
of our faith, excellent and delirable to our fouls* 
Upon ihepaymenr of the great price of his blood, 
and full acquitment on the fatisfaftion he made, all 
grace whateve/, (of which at large afterwards) be- 
comes in a moral fenfe his, at his difpofal; and he 
beftows it on, or works it in the hearts of his by 
the Holy Ghoft, according as in his infinite wifidom 
he fees it needfuL How glorious is he to the foul on 
this confideration ? That is mod exceHent to us wh ich 
fuics us in a wanting condition; that which gives 
bread to the hungry, water to the thirfty, mercy 
to the pewfhing. All our reliefs are thus in our 
beloved. Here is the life of our fouls; the joy of 
our hearts; our relief againft fin and deliverance 
from the wrarh to come. 

3. Thus is- he fitted for a Mediator, a Daysman, 
an Umpire between God and us; being one with 
him; and one with us, and one in himfelf in this 
onenefs in the unity of one perfon. His ability 
and univerfal fitnefs for his office of Mediator are 
hence ufually demonftrated. And herein is he * 
Chrift, the w'lfdom of God and the power of Gody 
I Cor. i. 24. Herein ftiines out the infinitely glo* ', 
rious wifdom of God : which we may better admire 
tl^ exprcfs. What foul that hath any acquaintance 
v^\\ki thefe things falls not down with reverence, 
andaftoniftiment? How glorious is he that is the 
beloved of our foui$? what can be wanting that 
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IhouJd encourage us to take up our reft, and peace 
in his bofom ? Unlefs all ways of relief and rcfrelh- 
' meat be fo obftrufted by unbelief, that no confider- 
ation can reach ihe heart to yield it the leaft affif- 
tance, it is impollible but that from hence, the foul 
may gather that which will endear it unto him wiih 
whom we have to do. Let us dwell on the thoughts 
.of it. ' This is the hidden myftery, great, without 
controverfy, admirable to eternity. What poor, 
low, perifhing things, do we fpcnd our contempla- 
tions oni^ Were we to have no advantage by this 
aftonifliing difpenfation, yet its excellency, glory, / 
beauty, depths, deferve the flower of our enquiries, 
the vigour of our fpirirs, the fubftance of our time; 
but when wkhal our life, our peace, , our -joy, our 
inheritance, our eternity, our all lies herein, ftiall 
not the thoughts of it, always dwell in^ our' hearts^ 
always refre(h, and delight our fouls? ; 

4. He is excellent and glorious in this;. ^ in thjat 
he is exalted, and inverted with all authgrity; when 
J^cob heard of the exal;arion of his So^ Jofeph in 
Egypt and faw the chariots that he had fent for 
iim, his (pint fainted and recovered again, through 
abundance of joy and other overflowing afieftions. 
Is our beloved loft who for our f^kcs was qpon tlie 
.earth, poor and perfecuted, reviled, killed? No! 
he was dead, but is alive, and lo he lives for ever, 
and'ever, and hath the keys of hell and deaths Rev, 
J. 18. our beloved is made .a Lord, and Ruler, Afts 
ii. 56. He IS made a King; Godfets him his King 
on his holy hill^f Sion, Pfal. ii. 8. and he is crown* 
.cd with honour, and dignity, after he had been 
made a little lower than the angels foe the fuffering 
of deajh, Heb. ii. 7, 8, 9. and what is he made 
.Ki0g of? all things are pit in/ubjedion under his 
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j^/. ver. 8. and what power over them hath our he— 
•loved? All power in heaven and earth, Mat.xxviti. 
•18. as for Wn, he hath power given hkn over 
-allflefli, John xvii. 2. And in what glory doth he 
'cxercife this power? He gives ^eternal life to his 
fcleft, ruling them in the power of God, Micah .v. 
3. until he bring them to himfclf; and for his gb- 
emies, his arrows are fliarp in their hearts,. -PfaL 
,xlv. 5. he dips his vefture in their blood, Ifa, IxiU. 
3. Oh how glorious is he in. his authority over his 
^enemies ? in this world he terrifies, frightens, awes, 
convinces, bruifes theirhcarts and confciences, fills 
them with fear, terror, difquietment, uniil diey^ 
.yeild kirn feigned obedience; and £bmetimes with 
outward judgments, bruifes, breaks, turns the 
^wheelupm rhem; fl?»ins all his vefture with their 
Hood; Alls the earih with their carcafcs; and at 
lall will gather themaltogether, beaft, falfe prophet^ 
tnadoQs,. &c. and caft them into that lake that bums 
;with fire ♦and brimftone, Pfal. ex. Rev. ix, 20. 

He is glorioufly exalted above angels, tn thishjs 
authority, good aod: bad, Eph. i. 20, 2 i, 22. far 
above principalities and powers, and might, «ind 
4oimnion, and every name that is named, not ovij 
dn this: world," bt;: m thatto come; they are all^un-* 
ider his^ feet, at his command, and abtbhiie di%o(kL 
He is at the righchand of God, hi the higheft ex- 
altation poffibie, and in full pbfltffionof akingdoi* 
^ver the whole creation ; havi»g' received a name 
^afxrververy name^ 8cc PhiL ii. 9. Thus is he «[la- 
rious in his throne, which is at the right hand «f 
the Ma^efty on high ;. glorious in his commiiTion^ 
•which is all power in heaven and earth ; glorioos 
:in his name, a name above every name,, the Lord 
of lords,' and^King.of kings ; gbrious m hisf icepsce, 
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a fcepter of righteoufnefs is the fcepter of his king- 
dom^ glorious in his attendants, his chariots arc 
twenty thoufand, even thoufands of angels, among 
them he rideth on the heavens, and fendeth out the 
voice oi his ftrength, attended with ten thoufand 
times ten thoufands of his holy ones; glorious lA 
hiis ful^e^ls, all creatures in heaven and in earth; 
nothing is left that is not put in fubjeftion to |iim ; 
glorious in his way of rule, and the adminiftraticn 
of his kingdom, full of fweetnefs, efficacy, power, 
fereniry, holinefs, righteoufnefs and grace, in and 
toward his eleft ; of terror, vengeance, and certain 
deftruflion towards the reGellious angels and men ; 
glorious in the iflue of his kingdom, when every 
knee fhall bow before him, and all (hall ftand before 
his judgment-feat; and what a little portion of his 
glory is it, that we have pointed to? This is the 
Beloved of the church, its Head, its Husband J this 
is he with whom we have communion ; but of the 
whole exaltation of Jefus Ghrift, 1 am elfewhere to 
treat at large. 

Having infifted on thefe generals, for the far- 
ther carrying on the motives to communion with 
Chrift, in the rela-ion mentioned, ta^en from his 
excellencies and perfeftions, 1 Ihall refleft on the 
-defcription given of him by the fpoufe in the Can-^ 
tides, to this very end and purpofe. Cant. v. i o, i r. 
12, 13, 14, i*5v 16. * My Beloved is white and 

* -ruddy, the chiefeft amonof ten thoufand. His head 

* is as the moft fine gold ; his locks are bufliy and 

* black as a raven^ His eye^^ are as the eyes oA doves 
^ by the rivers of waters, wafhed with milk, and fit- 
'*■ ly fet. His cheeks are as a bed of Xpices: his lips^ 

* like Uli'^s, dropping fweet fmelling mynh; his 
^ bauds are as gold rings, fet with berjl: his belly 
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* is as bright ivory overlaid with fapphircs; his leg* 

* are as pillars, fet upon fockets of fine gold; his 

* countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars ; 

* his mouth is moft fweet, yea he is altogether love- 

* ly. This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend, O 

* ye daughters of Jerufalem/ 

The general defcription given of him, ver. i c. 
hath Seen before confidered ; the enfuing particu- 
iirs are inftances to make good the afleriion, that he 
is the chief eft of ten thoufand. 

I, The fpoufe begins with his head and face, 
ver. i I, 1 2, 1 3« In his head, Ihe fpeaks fir(l in ge- 
neral, unto the fubftance of it, it is ^%finegoldy and 
then in particular, as to its jornamcnis, his locks are 
hufhy^ and black as a raven. 

!• Hii head is as the moft ^ne gold; or, his head 
gold, folid gold ; fays fome, made of pure gold, fays 
others, irufion kephaz fays the 70, retaining part 
of both the Hebrew words, Maffa auri. 

Two things arc eminent in gold, fplendor or 
glory, and duration; this Is that which ihe fpoufe 
fpeaks of the head of Chrift : his head is his go- 
vernment, authoricf, and kingdom; hence it is-faid, 
a crown of pure gold was^on his head, PfaK xxi. 5, 
and his head is hrre faid to be gold, beCaufe of the 
CT-own of gold that adorns it. As the monarchy in 
DanieJ, thar was moH^^minent for glory and dura- 
tion, is termed aiT^hfead of gold, Dan. ii. 38. And 
there two things are eminent in the kingdom, and 
authority of Ghrift. 

I. It is a glorious kingdom, he is full of gloiy 

and majefty, and in his majefty he rides profper- 

oufly, Pfal. xlv. :?, 4. His glory is great in the faU 

. ration of Gody honour and majefty are laid upon him^ 

' he 
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he is made blejfedfor en)er and ever^ Pfal. xxi. 5, <J* 
1 might infift upon particulars, and fhew that there 
is not any thing that may render a kingdom or go- 
vernment glorious, but it is in this of Chrift ia 
all its excellencies. It is an heavenly, a fpiritual, 
an univerfal, and afn un(hak;en kingdom, all which 
render it glorious : but of this fomewhat before. 

2* It is durable, yea eternal, folid gold, /&/V throne 
-is for ever and ever^ Pfal. xlv. 6. Of the increafe of 
his government there is no end^ upon the throne of 
Davids and upon his kingdom^ to order and ejlalflijh 
it with judgment and-jujiicey from henceforth evert 
for ever^ Ifa. ix. 7. His kingdom is an everlafting 
kingdom^ Dan. vii. 27. a kingdom that Jhall never 
be deftroyedy ch*ip. ii. 44. for he muft reign until all 
his enemies be fubdued. This is the head of gold, the 
fplendor and eternity of his government. 

And if you take the head in a natural fenfe ; 
cither the glory of his Deiiy is here attended to, 
or the fulnefs and excellency of his wifdom^ which 
the head is the feat of. The allegory is not to be 
ftreighmed, whilft we keep to the analogy of faith. 

12. For the ornaments of his bead, his locks, they 
are fatd to be bufhy, or burled, black as a raven^ 
His curled locks afe black : as draven^ is added by 
' way of illuftration of the black ncfs, not with any 
allufion to the nature of the raven. * Take the head . 
fpoken of in a political faife^'; his Idcks or hair^ 
faid to be curled, as fecming to be inpngled ; but 
really falling in perfeft order and beauty, as bufhy 
locks> are his thoughts, and counfels, and ways, in ^ 
the adminiftratiop of his kingdom. They are black 
or dark,' becaufe of their depth, and unfearchable- 
nefSff as God is faid to dwell in thicli darknefs; and 
K 2 curk( 
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curled or bufliy, becaufe of their exaft interweav- 
ings from his infinite wifdom j his thoughts are 
many as the hairs of the head, fecming to be per- 
plexed and intangled, but really fet in all comely 
order, as curled bufliy hair; de'^p and unfcarchable, 
and dreadful to his enemies, and full of beauty and 
comelinefs to his beloved. Such are, t fay, the 
thoughts of his heart, the counfels of his \Yifdom, 
in referenceto the adminiftrations of his kingdom^ 
dark, perplexed, involved, to a carnal eye in them- 
felves, and to his faints, deep, manifold, ordered ia 
all things, comely, defirable. 

In a natural fenfe, black and curled locks, denote 
comelinefs and vigour of youth; the ftrength and 
power of Chrift, in the execution- of his counfels^ 
in all his ways, appears glorious and lovely. 

The next thing defcribed in him is his eyes, 
ver. 12. His eyes are as the eyes j^f doves ^ by the 
rivers of ^voaten^ 'u>afbed with milky and fitly fet. 
The reafon of this allufion is obvious; doves arc 
tender birds, not birds of prey; and of all others 
they have the mod bright, (hining, and piercing 
eye; their delight alfo in flreams of water is known* 
Their being waflied in milk, or clear white chryftal 
water, adds to their beauty : and they are here faid 
to be fitly fet: that is, in due proportion for beau- 
ty and luftre; as a precious ftone in the foil or ful- 
nefs of a ring, as the :5vord fignifies. 

Eyes4>eing for fight, difcerning, knowlege, and 
acquaintance with the things that are to be feen; the 
knowlege, the underfl:anding, the difcerning fpiril 
of Chrift Jefus, are here intended. In the alluficMi 
ufed, four things are afcribed to them, i. Tender- 
nefs, 2. Purity, 3. Difcerning, and 4. Glory. 

I. The 
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' I. The tendernefs and cc«npaffion of Chrift to- 
Awards his church is here intended : he looks on if, 
with the eyes of gallefs dores, with tendernefs and 
careful compaffion, without anger, wrath, fury, or 
thoughts of revenger So is the eye interpreted, 
Deut. xi. 1 2 * The eyes of the Lord thy God are upon 
that land J Why for // is a land that the Lord thy 
God carethfmr; careth for it in mercy ; fo are the 
eyes of Chrift on us, asthe eyes of one that ia tender* 
nefs careth for us j that lays out his wifdom^ know- 
lege, and underftanding„ in all tender lofve in our 

. behalf. He is the ftone, that foundation ftoae of 
the church, whereon are /even eyes^ Zcch. iii. 9. 
wherein there is a perfeftion of wifdom,. knowlege, 
care and kindnefs for its guidance 

2d, Purity, as wafhed dovesc eyes for purity^ 
This may be taken either fubjeflively, for the ex- 
cellency, immixed eleannefs and purity of hisf^hr, 
and knowlege in himfelf j or objeSively, for his 
delighting ro behold purity in others. He is of 
furer eyeSi than to behold inimity^ Hab. f. 15. He 
bath no pleafure in wickedneJSy the foolifh (hall not , 
ft and in his fight ^ Pfal. v. 4, 5. If the righteou* 
foul of Lot was vexed with feeing the filthy deeds 
of wicked m^n, 2 Pet. ii, 8. who yet ha4 eyes of 
flefh,*in which there was a mixture of impurity^ 
how. much more do the pure eyes of our dear 
Lord Jefus abominate all the filthincfs of finners ? 
But herein lies the excellency of his love to us, that 
he takes care, to take away our filth and ftains, that 
he may delight in us ; and feeing we are fo defit- 
ed, that it could no otherwife be done, he will da 
it it by his own blood, Eph. v. 25, 2 6, '2 7. Kven 
as Chrifi aljb loved the churchy and gave himfelf 

. for ity that he might fanStify and cleanfe it, witi 
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the wa/hing of water by the wqrd^ that he might 
prefent it to himfelf a glorious churchy not having 
fpot or wrinkle y or any fuch things but that it Jhould 
ie holy without blemijh. The end of this under* 
taking is, that the church might be thus glorioufljr 
prefented unto himfelf; becaufe he is of purer eyes 
than to behold it with joy and delight, in any other 
condition. He leaves not his fpoufe^ until he fays 
of her, thou art all fair my love^ there is no f pet in 
theey Cant. iv. 7. partly he takes away our fpots^ 
and ftains by the renewing tf the Holy Ghopy Tit. 
lii. 4, and wholly adonis us with his own righteouf- 
jiefsf and that becaufe of the purity of his own eyes> 
which cannot behold iniquity; that he might pre^ 
fent us to himfelf holy. 

3. Difcerning. Hefees us doves, quickly, clearly, 
throughly; to the bottom of that which he looks 
upon. Hence in another place it is faid that his . 
'eyes are as a flame of fire. Rev. i. 14. and why fof^ 
That the churches might know, that he is he, which 
fearcheth the reins and hearty Rev. ii. 23. he hath 
difcerning eyes, nothing is hid from him; all things 
are open, and naked before him, with whora^^e 
have to do. It is faid of him whillt he was in this 
world, thdit fefus knew all meny and needed not that 
any fhould teftify of ma;iy for he knew what was in 
-inany John ii. 24, 25. his piercing eyes look through 
all the thick coverings of hypocrites, and the fnow 
of pretences that is oh them, he f(2es the infide of 
all; and what men are there, that they are to him; 
he fees not as we fee, but ponders the hidden man 
of the hearr, no humble, broken, contrite foul, fhall 
loofe one figh, or groan after him, and communicai 
with him; no pant of love, or dcffire is hid from 
him, he fees in fecret; no glorious performance o^ 
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the mod glorious hypocrite will avail with him , hi^ 
eyes look through all, and the filth of their hearts 
lies aaked before him. 

4. Beauty and glory are here intended alfo. E* 
very thing pf Chrift is beautiful, for he is altogether 
lovely, vcr. 16. but moft glorious in his fight, and 
wifdom; he is the wifdom pf God's eternal wifdom 
itfelf ; his underftanding is infinite, what fpots aa4 
ftains are in all our knowlegc ? when it is made per^ 
feft, yet it will ftill be finite, and limited; his is 
without fpot of darknefs, without foil of limited- 
oefs. 

Thus then is he beautifiU and glorious, his head 
is of goldy his eyei are doves eyeSy wajhed in miik and 
fitly fet. 

3. The next thinglnfifted on, is his cheeks, ver. 
1 5. His cheeks are as a bed of/pices ; as fweet flow- 
ers, or towers of perfumes, or well grown flow^ 
ers. There are three things evidently pointed at 
in thefe words, 

f . A fweet favour as^^from fpices, and flowers 
«id towers of perfume. ;. 

♦^» Beauty, and order, as fpices fet in rows or 
.feeds, as the wprds import. 

3. Eminency in that word, as fweet or well 
.grown, great flowers. 

Thefe things are in the cheeks -of Chrift: the 
Chaldee par^phraft, who applies this v/hole fong to 
God's dealings with ihe people of the Jews; makes 
thefe cheeks of the churches Husband to be th^ 
two tables of ftone, with the various lines drawn in 
them, but that alliifion is ftrained; as are jnoflt of 
the conjeftures> of that fcholiaft. 

The cheeks of a man are the feat of comelinefs; 
and majx-likg cpurage; the comelin^ls of Chriftj».,a 
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hath ia part been declared, is from his fulnefe of 
grace in hlmfelf for us. His manly courage refpeflar 
the adrainiftration of his rule, and government 
from his fulneis of authority, as was before declar- 
ed. This comelinefs and courage; the fpoufe dc- 
fcribing Chrift.as a beautiful, defireable perfonage, 
to (hew that fpiritually he is fo, callcth his cheeks j 
fo to make up his parts, and proportion. And ta 
them doth (he afcribe, , 

1. A fweer favour, order, and eminency, as God 
is faid to fmell a fweet favour from the grace an^ 
obedience of his fervants. Gen. viH. 2 1* The Lord 
fmelled a fuoeet favour ofreflfrom the facrifice ofNo^ 
ah; ^o do the faints fmell a fweet favour from his 
grace laid up in Chrift^ Cant. i. 3. It is that which 
they reft in, which they delight in, which they 
are refrefhed with. . As the fmell of aromatical fpi- 
ces, and flowers, pleafe the natural fcnfe, refrelh 
the fpirits, and delight theperfon, fo do the graces 
of Chrift to his faints; they pleafe their fpirituai 
fenfe, they refrefti their drooping fpirits, and give 
delight to their fouls. If he be nigh them they 
fmell his raiment as Ifaac the raiment of Jacob; they 
fay it is as the fmell of a field timi the Lord hath blef 

yJi,Gen. xxvii. 2 7. and their foukare refrefhed with ir.. 

2. Order and beauty are as fpicesfet itt a.gardea 
bed, fo are the graces ctf Chrifl. When fprces are 
fet in order, any one may know what is for his ufe, 
and take and gather it accordingly. Thekanfwer^ 
mg alfoone to another ntakes them beaurrful; fo^ 
are the graces of Chrift ra the gofpel, they are 
diftinftly and-in order fet forth that finners by faith 
may view them, and take from him accorcfing to 
their neceflity. They are ordered for the ufe of 
faints in the promifiss of the g.o%eL There is light 
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in him, and life in him, and power in him, and alj 
confolaiion in him; a conftellation of graces, Ihining 
with glory, and beauty. Believers take a view of 
them all ; fee their glory and excellency, but fix 
efpecially on that, which in the condition wherein 
they are, is moft ufefu) to them.. One takes light 
and joy; another life and power; by faith and pray- 
er do they gather thefe things^ in this bed of fpices. 
Not any that comes to him goes away unrefrefhed. 
What may they not take, what may they not ga- 
ther ? what is it that the poor foul wants ? behold 
it is here provided, fet out in order in the promifcs 
of the gofpel; which are as the beds wherein thefe 
fpices are fet for our ufe; and on the account here- 
of, is the covenant faid to be ordered in all things^ 
2 Sam. ii. 3, 4. 

3. Eminency. His cheeks are a tower of per- 
fumes, held up, made cc«ifpicuous, vifible, eminent j 
fo it is with, the graces of Chrift, when held om, 
and lifted up in the preaching of the gofpel. They 
are a tower of perfumes; a fweet favour to God 
and man. 

'The next claufe of that verfe is, His lips are 
like lilieSy dropping fweet fmelling myrrh. Two 
.perfeiiionsin things natural are here alluded unto. 
The glory of colour in the lilies, and the fweemefs 
of favour in the myrrh. The glory, and beauty of 
the lilies in thofe coiuitries.was. fuch, as that our 
Saviour tells us, that Solomon in all his glory^ was 
not arrayed like one of tlyemy Mat. vi. 2y. and the 
Saviour of myrrh, fuch as when thefcripture would 
fet forth any thing to be an excellent favour, it 
compares it thereunto, Pfal. xlv. 8. and thereof 
was the fweet and Jiolyjointment chiefly made, Exod. 
XXX. 26. mention is alfo made frequently of it in 
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ether places to the fame purpofe. It is faid of Chrift 
ihat grace was poured into his lips, Pfal/xlv. 2. 
whence men wondered^ or were amazed, at the 
words of grace that proceeded out of his mouth, 
fo that by the lips of Chrift, and their dropping 
fwect fmclling m^rrh, the word of Chrift, its fa- 
vour, excellency, and ufefulnefs, is intended. Here- 
in is he excellent, and glorious indeed, furpaffingf 
the excellencies, of thofe natural things which yet 
aremoft precious in their kind, even in the glory, 
beauty, and ufefulnefs of his word. Hence they 
that preach his word, to the faving of the fouls of 
men, are faid to be a fu^eet favour to God, 2 Cor^ 
ii. 15. and the favour of the knowlege of God, is 
faid to be manifefted by them, ver. 14. 1 might in- 
lift on the feveral properties of myrrh, whereto the 
word of Chrift is here compared; its bittcmefs m 
tafte, its efficacy to preferve from putrefaAion, its 
ufefulnefs in perfumes and undions, and prefs the 
allegory in fettiug out the excellencies of the word 
, in alluiions to them. But I only infift on generals ; 
this is that which the Holy Ghoft here intends; the 
word of Chrift is fweet, favoury, precious unto be- 
lievers, and they fee him to be excellent, defireablc, 
beautiful, in the precepts, promifes, exhortations, 
and the moft bitter threats thereof. ;;* 

The fpoufeadds; his hands are as gold rings Jet 
with beryl; the word beryl in the orginiS is Tarftiifti, 
which the Septuagint have retained, not reftraining 
it to any pecliliar precious ftcaie ; the onyx fay Ibme, 
the Chryfolite fay others; any precious ftone (hi- 
ning with a fea green colour, for the word fignifies 
the fea alfo; gold rings fee with precious, glittering 
ftones are both valuable, and defireable for profit 
and^ornament; fo are the hands of Chrift, that is. 
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all his works, the effefts, by the caufe: all his 
works are glorious, they are all fruits of wifdom, 
k)Te, and bounty ; and his belly is as bright ivoryi 
overlaid with fapphires : the fmoothnefs and bright- 
nefs, of ivory, the precioufncfs, «id heavenly co- 
lour of the Sapphiresy arc here called in, to give 
fome luftre to the excellency of Chrift; to thefe is 
his bcliy or rather his bowels, which takes in the 
heart alfo, compared. It is the inward bowels, and 
not the outward bulk that is fignified; Now ro 
fliew, that by bowels in the fcripture afcribed eithei* 
to God or man, affeftions arc intended, is needlefs. 
The tender love, unfpeakablc aflfeftions and kind- 
nels of Chrift to his church and people is thus fet 
out. What a beautiful fight is it to the eye, to fee 
pure polidied' ivory fet up and down with heaps of 
precious fapphires? how much more glorious arc the 
tender affe6lk)ns, mercies, and compaifion of the 
Lord Jefus unro believers? 

Ver. 15. The ftrength of his kingdom, the 
feithfulnefs and ftability of his promifes, the height, 
and glory of his perfon,. in tiis dominion, the fweec- 
ne/sand excellency of communion with him is fet 
forth in thefe words, his legs are pillars of marble^ 
fet uponfockets of fine gdld^ his countenance is as Le* 
bangn^ excellent as the cedars^ hu mouth is mofi 
fweet. 

When the fpoufe hath gone thus far inthede- 
fcription of him, fhe concludes all in this general 
affertion; he \s whohy defireable^ altogether to be 
deftredy or beloved. As if (he fhould have faid, I 
have thus reckoned up fome of the perfeftions of 
the creatures, things of moft^ value, price, ufeful- 
ncfs, beauty, glory, here below, and ct)mpared fome> 
of the excellencies of ^my Beloved unto them, m 
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this way of allegory, I can carry things no higher, 
1 find nothing better,-or more defireabJe to fliadow 
our, and to prefent his lovelinefs, and defireable- 
tiefs ; but alas ! all this comes fliort of his perfeftr- 
ons, beauty anci comelinefs, he is all wholly to be 
defired, to be beloved. 

j Lovely in his perfon, in the glorious all-fuffici- 
ency of his Deity, gracious purity, and holinefs of 
his humanity, authority and majefty, love and 
power. 

% Lovely in his birth and incarnation ; when he 
^vas rich, for our fakes becoming poor, taking part 
of flefli and blood, becaufe we partook of the fame ; 
being made of a woman, that for us he might ht 
made under the law, even for our fakes. 

5 Lovely in the whole courfe of his life, and the 
more than angelical holinefs andotedience, which 
in the depth of poverty and perSwW'he exercifed 
therein ; doing good, receiviilj, evil, bleiBng, and 
Being curfed, reviled, reproached all his ^ays. 

4 Lovely in his death, yea therein moft lovely 
to finners; never more glorious and defirfeable, than 

^ when he came broken, dead from the crofs ; then 
had he carried all our fins into a land of forgetful- 
nefs ; then had he made peace and reconciliation for 
us ; ihen had he procured life and immortality for 
lis. ' . 

J- Lonely in his whole employment, in his great 
undertaking, in his life, death, refurreftion, afcen- 
fion, being a Mediator between God and us, to 
recover the gbry of God's juftice, and to fave our 
fouls ; to bring us to an enjoyment of God, who 
'were fet at fuch an infinite diflance from him by 
fin. 

liovely 
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^ Lovely in the glory and majefty wherewith he is 
crowned, now he is fet down at the right-hand of the 
Majefty on high : where though he be terrible to 
his enemies, yet he is full of mercy, love and com- 
paffion towards his beloved ones, 
rr Lovely in all thofe fupplies of grace and confola- 
tions, in all the difpenfations of his holy Spirit, 
whereof his faints are made panakers. * 

$ Lovely in all the tender care, power and wifdom, 
which he excrcifes in the proteftion, fafeguard, and 
delivery of his church, and people, in the midft of 
all the oppofitions and pcrfccutions whcreunto they 
are expofed. 

9 Lovely in all his ordinances, and the whole of 
that fpiritually glorious worfliip which he hath ap- 
pointai to his people, whereby they draw nigli, 
and have communion with hijn and his Fathtr. 
it> Lovely and glorious m the vengeance he taketh, 
and will finally execute upon the ftubborn enemies 
of himfelf arid his people. 

/( Lovely in the pardon he hath purchafed, and 
doth difpenfe, in the reconcijiation he hath efta- 
bliflicd, in the grace he communicates, in the con- 
folations he doth adminiftei, in the peace, and joy 
he gives his faints, in his affured prefervation of 
them unto glory. 

t% What (hall I fay, there is no en3 of his excellen- 
cies, and defireaWenefs ; He is altogether Imjely, this 
is our Beloved^ and this is our Friend^ 0/ daugh* 
ters bJ yerufalem. 
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DIGRESSION. 11. 

All folid wifdom laid up in Chrijl. True ivifdom^ 
wherein it confijls. Knowlege of God^ in Chrijl 
only to be obtained. What of God may he known 
by his works*. Some properties of God not difco* 
vered but in Chrijl only ; love^ mercy : others not 
fully but in him ; as vindi^ive Jujtice^ patiencei^ 
wifdom^ allfuffidiency. No property of God fa- 
^ vingly known but in Chrijl. What is required to 
a faving knowlege of the properties of God. J^o 
true knoivlege of ourfelves but in Chrijl: Know- 
lege of ourfelves wherein it conftfleth. Knonvlege 
of fin how. to be had in Chrijl. Alfo of righte^ 
oufnefSy and of judgment. 7 he wifdom of walkings 
with God hid in Chrijl. What is required there* 
unto. Other pretenders to the title of wifdom^ ex-- 
^afnined and reje£ied. Chrijl alone exalted^ 

A Second confideration of- the excellencies of Ghrift 
ferving to endear the hearts of them who ftand 
with him in the relation infifted on, arifes from chat 
which in the miftaken apprehenfion of it, is the 
great darling of men> ^nd in its true notion, the 
great aim of the faints, which is wifdom and know- 
lege. Let it be evinced that all true and folid 
knowlege is kid up in, and is only to be attained 
from and by the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the hearts 
of men, if they are but true to themfelves, and 
their moft predominate principles, muft needs be 
engaged to him. This is the ^reat defign of all men 
taken off fro:r -profefTed flavery to the world, and 
the purfuit of fenfual, licentious courfes, that they 
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may be wife : and what ways the generality of mca 
engage in for the compaffing of that end, ftiall be 
afterwards confidered. To the *glory and honour 
o£ our dear Lord Jefus Chrill, and the eftabliftiment 
of our hearts in communion with him, the defign 
' of this digrcffion, is to evince, that a[l wifddm.i^ 
laid up in him, and that from him alone it is to be 
obtained. 

I. Cor. i. 24. The Holy Ghoft tells us, That 
Chri/l is the power of God and the wifdom of God: 
not the effential wifdom of God, as he is the eternal 
jSon of the Father, upon which account he is called 
wifdom in the troverbs^ viii. 20, 21,22,23. but as 
he is crucified ver. 23. As he is crucified^, fo he is 
the wifdom of God; that is, all that wifdom which 
God layeth forth for the difcovery, and manifefta- 
tion of himfclf, and for the faving of fmners, which 
.nukes foolifh all the wifdojn of the world; that is 
all in Chrift crucified, held out in him, by him, and 
to be obtained only from him; and thereby in him 
do we feeihe glory of God, 2 Cor. iii. 1 8. For he 
is noi only faid to be the wifdom of God, but alfo 
to be made wifdom to usy 1 Cor. i. 30. he is made 
not by creation but ordination and appointment, 
wifdom unto us; not only by teaching us wifdom 
(by a metonymy of the effeft for the caufe) as he is 
the great Prophet of his church, but alfo becaufe 
by the tnowing of him, we become acquainted with 
the wifdom of God, which isour wifdom; which 
is a meton) my of the adjunfl. This however veri- 
ly promifed, is thus only to be^had. The fum of 
what is contended for, is aflerted in terms. Col. iu 
3. In him dwell all the treafures of wifdom and know-- 
lege. 

There are two things that might Teem to hav 
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fome colour in claiming a title and intereft in this 
btifinefs. I. Civil wifdom and prudence, for the 
'management of aftairs. 2. -Ability of learning and 
literature, but God rejefteth both thefe as of no 
lafe at all to the end and intent of true wifdom in- 
deed. There is in. the world that which is called 
tmderftanding, but it comes to nothing ; there is 
that which is called wifdom, but it is turned into 
folly, I Cor. i. 1 9. 2 o. God brings to nothing the un'- 
derftanding of the prudent ^ and makes foolijh the 
nvifdomofthe world. And if there be neither. wif- 
dom nor knowlege (as doubtlefs there is not) with- 
out the knowlege of God, Jen viii. 9. it is all (hut 
up in the Lord Chrift, John i. 18. No man hath 
feen God at any time^ the only begotten Son which is 
in the bofom of the Father he hath revealed him. He 
is not feen at any other time, John v. 37. nor 
known upon any other account, but only the reve*- 
lation of the Son : he hath manifefted him from his 
own bofom: and therefore ver. 9. it is faid that he 
is the true Light that Ughtneth every man that com-^ 
eth into the world. The true Light which hath it 
in himfelf, and none hath any but from him, and ^ 
all have it who come unto him; he who doth not 
|o, is in darknefs. 

I. The fum of all true wifdom and knowlege, 
may be reduced to thefe three heads. . 

1. The knowlege of God, his^ nature,, and his 
properties. 

2. The knowlege of ourfelves in reference to 
the will of God concerning us. 

3. Skill to walk in communion with God. 

The knowlege of the works of God, and the 
chief end of all, doth neceffarily attend thefe. In 
thefe three is fummedup ail true wifdom and know- 
lege } 
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lege; and not any of them is tq anjr purpofe to be 
obtained, or is manifcfted, but only in and by the 
LordChrift. 

God by the work of the creation, by the creati- 
on itfelf, did reveal himfelf in many of his proper- 
ties, unto his creatures capable of his knowlege; his 
power, his goodnefs, his wifdom, his all-fufficiency 
are thereby known: this the apoftle aflerts, Rom. 
i, 1 9, 2 o, 2 I . ver. 1 9. he calls it, to gnojlon tou theou ; 
ver. 2 o. That is, his eternal power and Godhead, and 
ven 2 1, a knowing of God : and all this by the crea- 
tion* But yet there are fome properties of God, 
which' all the works of creation cannot in any mea- 
fure reveal, or make known; as his patience, long- 
fufFering, and forbearance. For all things being 
made good, there could be no phce for the exer- 
cife of any of thcfe properries^ or manifeftation of 
them. The whole fabric of heaven and earth con- 
fidcred in itfelf, as at firft created, will not difcover 
any fuch thing as patience and forbearance in God ; 
which yet are eminent properties of his nature, as 
himfelf proclaims ^nd declares, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 

Wherefore the Lord goes further; and by the 
works of his providence in preferving and ruling 
the world which he made, difcoVers and reveals 
thefe properties alfo. For Avhcreas by curfmg the 
earth, and filling all the elements oftentimes with 
figns of his anger and indignation, he hath as the 
apoftie tells us, Rom. i. 18. Rsvealed from heaven 
his tvrath againftall ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs 
iff men^ yet not proceeding immediately to deftroy 
all things, he hath manifefted his patience and for- 
bearance to all : this Paul, Afts xiv. 16, 17. tells 
us, He/uffered all nations to walk in their own ways 
yet he left not hinfelf without witnefs^ in that h 
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did goody and gave rain from heaven and fruitful 
feajhnsy filling their hearts with food and gladnefs. 
A large account of his wifdom and goodnefs hereia; 
the Pfalmift gives us, Pfal. civ. throughout. ' By- 
thefe ways he bare wimefs to his own goodnefs and 
patience: and fo it is faid, he endures with much 
long'fuffering^ &c. Rom. ix. 22. But now here all 
the world Js at a ftand; by all this they have but 
an obfcure glimpfe of God, and fee not fo much as^ 
liis back parts. Mofes faw not that until he was 
put into the Rock, and that Rock was Chrift, There 
are fome of the mod eminent and glorious proper- 
ties of God, (I mean in the manifeftation whereof 
he will be moft glorious, other wife his properties 
are not to be compared) that there is not the leaft 
■ glimpfe to be attained of, out of the Lord Chrift, 
but only by, and in him; and fome that compara- 
tively we have no light of, but in htm> and of all 
ihe reft no true light, but by him. 

Of the firft fort, whereof not the leaft guefs and 
imagination can enter into the heart of man but on- 
ly by Chrift, are love, and pardoning mercy. 

I. Love, I mean love unto finntrs. Wichout 
this, man is of all creatures mpft miferable; and 
there is not the leaft glimpfe of it that can poflibly 
be difco\ered but in Chrill; the Holy Ghoft fays, 
I John iv. iy \ 6. God is love: that is; not only of a 
loving and tender nature but one that will exercife 
himfelf in a difpenfarion of his love, eternal love 
towards us; one that hath purpofes of love for us 
from of old, and will fulfil them all towards us in 
due feafon. But how is this demonftrated, how 
may we aftaln an acquaintance with it? he tells us> * 
ver. o. /;/ this was mfjinifefted the love ofGoJy be- 
caufe Godfent his only begotten Son into the world 
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that we might live through him. This is the only 
difcovery that God hath made, of any fuch property 
in his nature, or of any thought of exercifmg it to- 
wards finners, in that he hath fent Jefus Chrift in- 
to the world that we might live by him; where 
now is the wife, where is the fcribe, where is th6 
difputer of this worlds with all their wifdom? 
Their voice muft be that of the hypocrites in Sion, 
Ifa. xxxiii. 1 4, 1 5. That wifdom which cannot teach 
me that God is love, (hall eyer pafs; for folly. Let 
men go to the fun, moon and liars, to (howersof raia 
and fruitful feafons, and anfwer truly, what by them, 
they learn hereof? Let them not think themfelves 
wifer or better than thofe that went before them, 
who, to a man, got nothing by them, but being 
left unexcufable. 

2 . Pardoning mercy or grace ; without this even hi» 
love would be fruitlefs. What difcovery may be made 
of this by a fmful man, may be feen in the Father 
of us all; who when he had finned had no refervc 
for mercy, but hid himfelf, Gen. in. 8, He did it 
when the wifid did but a little blow at the pi-efence 
of God and he did it fooliflily thinking to hide 
himfelf among trees, PfaL cxxxix. 7, 8, The law 
was given by Mofefy grace and truth came by ^efus 
Chrifty John i. i 7. Grace in the truth and fubftance, 
pardoning mercy that comes by Chrift alone, that 
pardoning mercy which is manifefted in the gofpel, 
and* wherein God will be glorified to all eternity, 
£ph* i. 6. I mean not that general mercy, that 
velleity of acceptance which fomc pur their hopes 
^ in, that which to afcribe unto God is the greareft 
diftionour that can be done him, fliines not with 
one ray out of Chrift; it is wholly treafured up ir 
him, and revealed by him. Pardoning mercy f 

Digitized by CjOOQIc wOU 



140 Communion with the Son ^efus Chrift. Ch. IIL 

God's free gracious aipceptance of a fmner upon 
fatisfafiion made to bis juftice in the blood of Je* 
fus. Nor is any difcovery of it, but as^elating to 
the fatisfaftion of juftice, confiftent with the glory 
of God. It is a mercy of inconceivable condefcen- 
fion m forgivenefs, tempered with exaft juftice and 
feverity, Rom. iii. 25. God is faid, to fet forth 
Chrijl to be a propitiation^ in his bloody to declare his 
right eoufnefs in the forgivenefs of Jin. His righte- 
oufnefs is alfo manifefted in the bufinefs of for-' 
givenefs of fins; and therefore it is every where 
faid to be wholly in Chrift, Eph. i. 7. So that this 
gofpel grace, and pardoning mercy \i alone pur* 
chafed by him, and reveal^ in him. And this 
was the main end of all typical inftiturions, to ma- 
nifeft that remiffion, and forcivenefs is wholly wrapt 
up in the Lord Chrift, and that out of him there 
is not the leaft conjefture to be made of it, nor the 
Icaft morfel to be tafted. Had not God fet forth 
the Lord Chrift, all the angels in heaven and men 
on earth could not have apprehended, that there 
had been any fuch thing in the nature of God, as 
this grace, of^pardoning mercy. The apoftle af- 
ferts the full manifeftation, as well as the cxercife 
of this mercy to be in Chrift only. Tit. iii. 4, 5, 
After that the kindnefs and love of God our Saviour 
towards man appeared; namely in the fending of 
Chrift, and the declaration of him in the gofpel, 
then was this pardoning mercy, and falvation not 
by works, difcovered. 

^ And thefe are of thofe properties of God, where* 
by he will be known, whereof there is not the leaft 
glimpfe to be obtained, but by and in Chrift; and 
whoever knows him not by thefe, knows him not 
at all. They know an idol, and nor the only true 
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God. He that hath not the Son, the fame hath not 
the Father^ i John 11. 23. And not to have God, 
as a Father, is not to have him at all; and he is 
known as a Father only, as he is love, and full of 
pardoning mercy in Chrift. How this is to be had 
the Holy Ghoft tells us, i John v. 20, The Son of 
God is come and hath given us an under Jlanding that 
we may know him that is true; by him alone wc 
have our underilanding, to know him that is true. 
Now thefe properties of God, Chrift revealeth in 
his doftrine, in the Revelation he makes of God 
and his will, as the great prophet of the church, 
John xvii. 6. And on this account the knpwlege of 
them IS expofed to all, with an evidence unfpeak- 
ably furmounting that which is given by the creati- 
on, to his eternal power and Godhead. But the 
life of this knowlege lyes in an acquaintance with 
his perfon, wherein the exprefs image and beams of 
this glory of his Father do fliine forth, Heb. i, j, 
of which before. ^ 

2. There are other properties of God which*^ 
though alfo otherwife difcovered, yet are fo clear- 
ly, eminently and favingly only in Jefus Chrift. As, 

1. His vindiftive juftice in punifliing fin. • 

2. His patience, forbearance and long-fuffering 
towards fmncrs. 

. 3. His wifdom, in managing things for his own 
glory. . - 

" 4. His all-fufficiency in himfelf^and unto others. 
All thefe though they may receive, fome lower and 
inferior mantfeftations out of Chrift, yet they 
clearly fliine only in him, fo as that it may be our wif- 
dom, to be acquainted with them, 
1. His viodiffivejuftice. 

God 
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God hath indeed many ways manifefted his in# 
drgnacion and anger againil (in ; fo chat men can- 
not but know that it '^ iht judgment of Gody thai 
they which commit fuch things are worthy of deaths 
Rom. i. 32. He hath in the law threatened to 
kindle a fire in his anger, that fliall burn to the 
very heart of helL Arid even in many providenti- 
al difpenfations, his wrath is revealed from heaven 
againjl all the ungodlinefs ofmen^ Rom. i. 1 8, So 
that men muft fay, that he is a God of judgment. 
And he that (hall but confider that the angels for 
fin were caft from heaven, (hut up under chains of 
cverlafting darknefs, unto tjhe judgment of the 
great day. The rumour whereof feems to have 
been fpread among the Gentiles, whence the Poet 
makes his Jupiter threaten the inferior rebellious 
deities with that punifhment. And how Spdomv 
and Gomorrah were condemned with an overthrow, 
and burned into aflacs, that they niight be exaip- 
ples unto thofe that Jhotdd after live ungodly ^ 2 Kt; 
* ii. 6. cannot but difcover much of God's vindiftive 
juftice, and his anger againft fin; but far more clear 
doth this ftiine into us in the Lord Chrift. 

" I. In him God hath manifefted the naturalnefs 
of this righteoufnefs unto him, in that it was im- 
poffible that it fliould be diverted from finners, 
without the interpofing of a propitiation. Thofe 
who lay the neceffity of fatisfaftion meerly upon 
the account of a free aft and determination of the 
will of God, leave, to my apprehenfion, no juft and 
indlfpenfible foundation for the death of Chrift, 
but lay it upon a fuppofition of that which miglu 
have been otherwife. But plainly, God in that he 
feared not his only Son, but made his foul an g^^r- 
1% for fin, and would admit of no atonement but 
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in his blood, hath abundantly manifefted that it is 
of neceffity to him, (his holinefs and righreoufnefs 
requiring it,) to render indignation, wrath, tribu- 
lation and anguifli unto fin. And the knowlege of 
this naturalnefs of vindiftive juftice, with the ne- 
ceffity of its execution on fuppofition of fin, is the 
only true apd ufeful knowlege of it. To look upon 
it, as that which God' may exercife or forbear, 
make his juftice not a property of his nature, but 
a free aft of his will : and a will to punifli, where 
one may do otherwife without injuftice, is rather 
ill-will, than juftice. 

2. In the penalty inflifted on Chrift for fin, this 
juftice is far more gloriouQy manifefted than other- 
wife. To fee indeed a world made good and beau- 
tiful, wrapt up in wrath and curfes, cloathed with 
thdrris and briars, to fee the whole beautiful crea- 
tion, made fubjeft to vanity, given up to the bon- 
dage of corruption, to hear it grone in pain undei 
that burden; to confider legions of angels mdft 
glorious and immortal creatures, caft down into* 
hell, bound with chains of darknefs, and referved 
for a more dreadful judgment, for one fin : to view 
the ocean of the blood of fouls fpilt to eternity on 
this account, will give fome inlight into this thing. 
But what is all this to that view of it which may be 
had by a fpiritual eye in the' Lord Chrift? all thcfe- 
things are worms, and of no value in compariion 
of him. To fee him, who is the wifdom of God, 
and the power of God, always beloved of the Fa- 
ther, to fee him, I fay, fear, and tremble, and bow, 
and fweat, and pray, and die; to fee him lifted up 
upon the crofs, the eartli trembling under him, as 
if unable to bear his wciiJjht, and the heavens dark- 
ened over him, as if ftiut againft his rar. and him- 
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felf hanging between both, as if refiifed by both, 
and all this becaufe our fins did ^ meet upon him; 
this of all things doth moft abundantly manifcft the 
feverity of God's vindiftive juflice. Here, or no 
where, is it to be learned- 

2. His patience, forbearance, and long-fufFering 
towards fioners : there are many glimpfes of the 
patience of God, fliining out in the works of his 
providence; but all exceedingly beneath that dtf- 
Govery of it, which we have in Chriftj efpecially 
in thefe three things. 

!• The manner of its difcovery; this indeed is 
evident to all that God doth not ordinarily, imme- 
diately punifh men upon their offences; it may b^ 
learned from his conftant way in governing the 
world; notwithftanding all provocations; yet he 
doth good to men, caufing his fun to ftiine upon 
them, fending them rain and fruitftil feafons, filling 
their hearts with food and gladnefs. Whence it was 
eafy for them to conclude, that. there was in him 
abundance o£ goodnefs and forbearance, but all this 
is yet in much darknefs, being the exurgency of 
mens reafonings from their obfervations ; yea, the ma- 
nagement of it hath been fuch, as^ that it hath prov- 
ed' a fnare almoft univerfally unto them towards 
whom it hath been exerci fed, EccL viii. 1 1, as well 
as a temptation to them who have looked on. Job 
xxi, 7. Pfal. Ixxiii. 2, 3, 4. &c. Jen xii. 1. Hab. i. 
Ig, The difcovery of it in Chrift, is utterly of a- 
Bother nature. In him the very nature of God is 
difcovered to be love and kindnefs, and that he will 
exercife the fame to finners, he hath promifed, 
fworn, and folemnly engaged himfelf by covenant. 
And that we may not hefitate about the aim which 
he hath herein, there is a ftable bottom and foun- 
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dation of aAing fuitably to thofe gracious properties 
of his oature, held forth, viz. The reconciliation 
and atonement that is made in the blood of Chrift, 
Whatever difcovery were made of the patience and 
lenity of God unto us, yet if it were not withal re- 
vealed, that the other properties of God, ashisju- 
ftice and revenge for fin, had their aftings alfo af- 
fjgned to them to the full, there could be little con- 
foJation gathered from the former. And therefore 
though God may te^h men his goodnefs and for- 
l:^earahce, hjjending them rain and fruitful feafons, 
yet wichal,at the fame time, upon all occafions, re- 
mealing his wrath from heaven agaihfl ths ungodli^ 
nefs ofmeny Roiji. i. x8. It is impoflible that they 
ftxould do any thing, but miferably flu6luate and 
tremble at the event ofthefedifpenfations: and "^ti this 
is the beft that men cah l^ve out of Chrid:, the ut- . 
moft they c^n attain unco; with the prefent poflef- 
fion of good things adminiflred in this patience, 
men might and did for a feafon take up their 
thoughts, and fatiate tbcmfelves; but yet they \^xre 
not in the leaft delivered from the bondage they 
were in by reafon of death, and the'darknefs at- 
tending it- The law reveals no patience or for- 
bearance in Go:!; it fpeaIsS, as to the iffoeof tranf- 
greifions, nothing but fword and fire, had not God 
kirerpofed by an aft of fovereignty. But now, as 
was faid, with that revelaploo of forbearance which 
we have in Chrift, there le alfo a difcovery of the 
fatisfaftioh of his juftice and wriih againil fin, fo 
that we need not fear any aftings from them, to 
interfere with the works of his patience, which arefo 
fweet unto us. Jience God is faid to be in Chrifl re* 
conciling the world to himfelf 2 Cor. v., 1 9,- Mani- 
fcftidg himfelf in him> as one that baih now oo more 
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to do, for the mamfeftation of all his attFfbutes, that 
is, for the glorifying of himfelf, bat only to for* 
bjtar, reconcile, and pardon fin in him. 

2. In the nature of it; what is there in that for- 
bearance, which out of Chriil is revealed? meerly 
a not immediate punifhing upon the offence; and 
withal giving and continuing temporal mercies; fuch 
things as men are pron^: to abufe, and may perifh 
with their bofoms.ftiU of them, tt) eternity. That 
which lyes hid in Chrift, and is revealed from him, 
;i$ full of love, fweetnefij, tcndemefs,- kindnefs, 
grace. It is the Lord's wailing to be gragous to 
finners: wailing for an advantage to (hew love and- 
kindnefs for the moft eminent endearing .pf a. foul 
unto himfelf,. Ifa. xxx. 1 8. Therefore tui/i the Lord 
nvait^ that be may be gracious unto you^ and there*' 
fore wilLhe be exalted^ that he may have mercy up* 
en you. Neither is there any revelation bf Gbd; 
that the foul finds more fweetnefs in, thail this. 
When it is experimentally convinced, that God^ 
from tirfie to time hath paffed by many innume- 
rable iniquities; he is aftonifiied to think that God 
fliould dofo, and admires that he did not take the 
advantage of his provocations, to caft him out of 
his prefcnce; he finds that with infinite wifdom in- 
aU'long-fiiffcring he hath managed all his difpenfa-' 
tions towards him, to recover him from the power' 
of the devil, to rebuke and chaften his fpirit for* 
fin, to endear him unto himfelf; there is, I fay; 
nothing of greater fweetnefs to the foul than this, 
and therefore the apoftle fays, Rom. iii. 2 5. that 
all is through the forbearance of God;^ God makes 
way for compleat forgivenefs of finj, through this 
his forbfearance; Which the other doth not. 

J. They diifer in their ends and aims. What \i 
......:. ^ the 
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the aina.aad defign.of (jod in the difp^nfation of 
that forbearance, which, kmanifefted, and may be 
-<iifGOTered^ut of Chrift ? The apoftle telk us; Rom. 
: ix. 2 2. What if God willing to jfkew his ivrath^ 
.and to make his power knowtn, mdured with ^ much 
Jong-fuffering the ixjfels.of wrath jittid for deftrutli^ 
Mt It was but to leave them inexcufeable, that his 
power, and wrarh aga'mft fin, might bfe manifefted 
in their deftruftion. And therefore he calls it, a 
fuffering of them to walk in their own ways^ Afts 
xiy» 1 6. wliich eMewhere he holds out as a raofi: 
.dreadful judgment, to w//, in refpeft of that iffue 
whereto it will certainly come, as Pfal. Ixxxi; 12./ 
, gave them up to their lufts^ and they walked.in their 
^tnvn counfels] "^hxch is; as dreadfd a condition as a 
creamre is capable of falling into, in this world,4nd 
Afts xxvii. 30. he calls it a winking at the fins of 
^eir ignorance; ^s it Were, taking no care nor 
.thought of them in their dark condition, as it ap- 
^pean by the Antiihefis, but now he tommandeth all 
men every where to repent* He *did nbt take fo 
much notice of them then, as to command them to 
repent, by any clear revelation of his mind and wilU 
And therefore the exhortation dt the apoftle, Rom. 
ii^ 4. And defpifefl thou the riches of Vu goodnefs^ 
and forbearance^ and leng-fufeningy not knowing^hat 
the goodnefs of God leadeththee to repentance? is 
fpoken to the Jews, who had advantages to learn 
the natural tendency of that goodnefs and forbearr 
ance which God exercifes in Chrift, which indeed 
leads to repentance, or elfe he doth in general in- 
timate, that in very reafon, men ought to make a- 
nother ufe of thefe things, than ufually they do, 
and which he.chargeth them withal, ver. 5. but 
^fter thy hardnef and impenitent hearty &c. A«" 
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belt than the patience of God unto men out of 
Chrift, by reafon of their own incorrigibile ftub- 
bornncfs, proves but like the waters of the river 
Phafis, that are iweet at the^ top, and bitter in the 
bottom; they fwim for a while in the fweet and . 
good things of this life, Luke xvi. 25, wherewith 
keing filled, they fink to the depth of all bitternefe. 
But noV evidently and direfily, the end erf that 
patience and forbearance of God, which is exer- 
cifedin Chrift, and difcovered in him to us, is, the 
faving and brbging Jinto God, thofe, towards whom^ 
he is pleafed to exercife them. And therefore Pe- 
ter tells you, 2 Pet. iii. 9. That heishngfuffering 
to us wardy not willing that any Jhould perf/hy hut 
that alljhmld come to repentance^ that is, all us to* 
w^ds whom h^ exercifes forbeartoce, for that » 
the end of it, that his will concerning our repen- 
tance and falvation, may be accompliibed; and the 
nature of it with its end is well expreffed, ifa. 11? • 
t?. This is as the waters of Noah unto me : for as • 
/ have fworn that the waters of Noah fhould no 
more cover the earthy fo ha^e Ifv^omy that I would 
net be wrothy &c. It is God's taktng a courfe in his 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs, that we fliall not be 
deftroyed notwithftanding our fins: and therefore, 
Rom. XV. 5. Thefe two things are laid together, 
in God, as coming together from him, the God of 
patience and confolation : his patience is^ a matter of 
the greateft confolarion. And this is .another pro- 
perty of God, which though it may break forth in 
fome rays to fomeends and purpofes in other things, 
yet the treafures of it are hid in Chrift, and none 
acquainted with it unto any fpiritual advantage, 
are that learns it nor ii. hi:n, 

3. His wifdom, his infinite wifdom, in manao^ing 
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things for his own glory, and the goclfof them to- 
wards whom he hath thoaghts oflovm ^ The tjord 
indeed hath laid out and matiifefted infinite wifdom, 
in his works of creation^ providence, and govern- 
irig of the world: in wifdom hath he liiade alf his 
creatures, How manifoid are his works? in wifdom 
hath he made them; the earth is full of his riches^ 
-pfaLciv. 24. So in his providence, his fupportment 
. and guidance of all things, in order to one another, 
and his own glory, unto- the ends appointed for 
them ; for all thefe things conie forth from the Lord 
6f hofts. Who is wonderful in couhfel^ mid excellent 
in iJQprkingy Ifo. xxviii. 29. His; law alfo is forever 
to be admired, for the excellency of the wifdom 
tTierein, Deut. iv. 7,8. but y et there* is that which' 
Paul is aftonifhed at, and w'herein God will ior c- , 
vcr^be exalted, which\ he calls the depth of the 
riches of the wtfdom and knowlege of Gody Rom.;xi. 
5^'. that "is only hid in, and revealed by Chrift. 
Hence as he-is faid to he the nmfdofn ofOod, and 
to -be md(fy unto us wifdom^ fo the defigh of God 
which is carried along in him, and revealed in the 
gofpel, is called the wifdom of God^^xA z myjlery^ 
even the hidden -wifdom which God ordained before 
the world mUs^ which- none of the primes of this^ 
world kfiew, I Cot. ii,. 7, 8. and Eph. iii. r o, it is 
called the manifold wifdom of God: and to difcover 
the depth and riches of this wifdom, he tells us 
in that ytr^t^ that it is fuch, that priiicipalities and 
powers, that very angels themfeJves could not in 
the leaft meafurc |[et any acquain'^anee with it, until 
God by gathering of a church of fmners, did actu- 
ally difcpver it. HencePe ter iflfdrms us t h at they wh o 
are fo well acquainted with all the works of God, 
i^ yet' bow down and defirc with earheftnefs to ko? 
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into thefe things ; the things of the wifdomof Grod 
in the gofpei, i Pet. i. 12. It aiks a man much 
wifdom to make a curious work» fabric and build- 
iBg, but if one {hall come and deface it j to raife 
up the fame building to more beauty and glory than 
ever, this is excellency of wifdom indeed. God ra 
the beginning inade all rhings good, glorious and 
beautiful; when all things, bad in innocency and 
beai^ty, the clear imprefs of his wifdom and good* 
nefs upon them, they were very glorious. Efpe- 
cially man, who was -made for his fpecial glory : powr 
all this beau«y was defaced by fin, and the whole 
creation rolled up in darknefs, wratli, curfes, con-» 
fufion; and the great praife of God,, buried in the 
heaps of it. Man efpecially was utterly loft, and 
came fliort of the glory of God, for which he was 
created, Rom. iii. 23. Here now doih the depth of 

- the riches; of the wifdom and knowlcge of God o- 
pen itfelf* A defign in Chrift, ihkies out from his 
bofom, that was lodged there from eternity, to re- 
cover things to fttch an eftate as fliall be exceeding- 
ly to the advantage of his glory, infmrtely above" 
what at firft appeared ; and for the puttimj of fin- 
aers into inconceivably a better condition than they 
Were in, before the entrance of fin^ He appears 
irow glorious, he is known to be a God pardoning 
iniquity and fm, and advances the riches of his grace; 
which was his defi^^q, Eph. i. 6. He hath infinitely 
vindicated his juftke alfo, in the face of men, an?, 
gels, and devils; in fetting forth his Son. for a pro- 
pitiation. It is alfo to our advantage, we are more 
fully eftabli(hed in his favour, and* are carried on 
towards a more exceeding weight of glory, than 

• formerly was revealed. Hence was that ejaculation 
^f one of the ancients^ O f^iix cul^a^ qus takm 

meruit 
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meruit redenipiorem! Thus Paul tells tis, great is 

the my fiery of-godlinefs^ 1 Tim. iil 19. and that 

withpuc controTCify. We rec^eive grace for grace^ 

Job n i. 1 6. for that grace loft in Adam, better grace 

in Chrift. Confefiedly this is a depth of wifdom 

indeed. And of the love of Chrift to his church, and 

his union with it, to carry on this bufinefs. This is 

a great myftery^ Eph. v. 32. fays the apoftle^ great 

wifdom lyes herein., 

. So then; this alfois hid in Chrift, the great and 
unfpeakable riches of the wifdom of God, ip par- 
doning fm, faving finners, fatisfying juftice, fulfil* 
-Kng the law, repairing his own honour, and pro- 
viding for us a more exceeding weight <J glory: 
and all this out of fnch a condition as "wherein it 
was impoffibie that it fliould enter into the hearts of 
angels or men, how ever the glory of God /hould 
be repaired, and one Cnning creature delivered from 
cverlafting ruin, hence it is faid, that at the laft 
day, God (ball be glorified in his faint s^ and ad-" 
mired in all them that believe^ 2 Thef. i. to. it 
(hall be an admirable thing, and God ihall be for 
ever glorious in it, e^en in the bringing of belie- 
vers to himfelf. To fave finners through believing 
ihall be found to be a far moreadmirahje work, thaa 
to create the world of noticing. 

4. His all-fufficiency is the laft of this fort that I 
ihall name. God's all-fufficiency in himfelf, is his 
abfoluteand univerfal perfeftion; whereby nothing is 
wanting in him, nothing to him : no acceflion can be 
made to his tulnefs, no decreafe or wafting caa 
happen thereunta There is alfo in him an all- 
fufficiency for others ; which is his power to impart 
and communicate his goodhefs, and himfelf, ib to 
them, as to Citisfy and fill them in their utmofl c^- 
fadty, with whatever is good and defireable tc* 
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them. For the firft of thefe, his all-fuffidency iof 
the communication of his goodnefs, that is in tho 
outward cfFeft of it> God abundantly manifefted id 
the creation; in that he made all things good> aH 
things perfect, that is, to whom nothing was want- 
ing in their own kind; he put a ftamp of his ovm 
goodnefs upon them all. But now for the latter, 
his giving himfelf as an all-fufficient God, to be 
enjoyed fy the creatures, to hold, out all that is in 
him for the fatiating andmaking them bleffed, that 
is alone difcovered by and in Chrift. In him he i% 
a Father, a God in covenant, whereip he hath pro* 
mifed to lay out himfelf for them, in him hath he 
pr6mifed to give himfelf into their everiafting frui* 
tion as their exceeding great reward. 

And fo 1 have infilled on the fecond fort of pro^ 
perties in God. whereof, though we have fome ob- 
icure glimpfe in other things, yet the clear know- 
lege of them, and acquaintance with them, is only 
to be had in the Lord Chrift. 

That which remaineth isbirefly to declare, that 
not any of the properties of God whatever, can be 
known favingly and to confol^tion, but only in him, 
and fo confequently all the wifdom of the knowlege 
0f God is hid in him alone; and from him to, be 
obtained. 

^. There is no faving knowlege of atiy property 
df God, nor fuch as brings coni()lation, but what 
alone is to be had in Qirift Jefus, being laid up ?ft 
him, and manifefted by him. Some eye the jufticct 
of God, and know that this is his righteoufnrfs^ 
that they ivhkh do fuch things^, as fin are worthy 
of deaths Rom. i. 32; But this is to no other end 
but to make them cry, luho among ft us fball dwelt 
with that devouring ^ref Ifa. xxxiii. 14. Others 
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fix upon his patience, goodncfs, mercy, forbearance, 

but it doth not at all lead them to repentance; But 

they deffife the riches of his goodnefsy and after 

their hardnefs and impenitent hearts y treafure up uth, 

t4> themfehes wrath a^ainjl the day of wrath y Kom« 

ii. 3, 4, Others by the very works of creation and 

providence cotne to know his eternal power andGod* 

beady but they glorify him not as Gcd, nor are thank* 

fuly but become vain in their imagination and their 

foolijh hearts are darkned^ Rom. i. 2 o. Whatever 

difcovery men have of truth out of Chrift, they 

hold it captive under imrighteoufncfs, ver. 18. 

Hence Judc tejls us, ver. i o. that in what they 

kncnv naturally y as brute beaflsy in thofe things they 

corrupt themfehes. 

That we may have a faving knowlegc of the 
properties of God attended with confolation, thefc 
three things are required. 

1. That God Jbath manlfeftcd the glory of them 
all in a way of doing good unto us. 

a. That he will yet exercife and lay them out t« 
ibe utmoft in our behalf. 

3; That being fo raanifefted and exercifed, they 
are fit and powerful to bring us to _ the everlafting 
fruition of himfelf, which is our bleffcdnefs. No\Y 
all thefe three Iv hid in Chrift, and the leaft glimpfe 
of thenrout cf him, is not to be attained. 

f. This is to be received, that God hath aftually 
manifcfted the glory of all his attributes^ in a way 
of doing us good. What will it avail our fouls; 
what comfort will it bring unto us, what endearment 
will it put upon our hearts unto God, to know that 
he is infinitely righteous, juft, and holy, unchange-, 
ably true, and faithful, if we know not how he 
may pr^nre the glory of his juftice, and faith ful- 

Digitized by Google D^^ 



154 Ck^f^rtiori with the Sdn ^e/us Cbrift. Ch, IIL 

nefs in his confimioations^and threamings, but only 
in our ruin and deflruftion ? If we can from thenoe 
only fay it is a righteous thing with him tp recora- 
. pence tribulation unto us for our iniquities?. What 
fruit of this confiderarion had Adam in the garden? 
' Gen, iii. What fwectnefs, what encouragement is 
.there in knowiilg that he is patient and full of for-- , 
bearance, if the glory of thefe is to be exalted in 
enduring the veffels of wrath fitted for deftraSion ? 
nay, what will It aval) us to hear him proclaim him- 
felf the Lord^ the Lord God merciful and gracimSy 
abundant in goodnefs and truths yet withal, that 
he will by no means clear the guilty ; fo fhutting up 
the exercife of all his other properties towards us 
upon the account of our-iniquity ? Doubtlefs not at 
all. Under this naked confideration of the proper- 
ties of God; juftice will make men fly and hidc> 
Gen. iii, Ifa. ii. 21. xxxiii. 15, 16. Patience renders 
them obdurate, Ecclef. viii. 1 1, Hplinefs utterly 
deters them from all thoughts, of approach untt> 
him, John xxiv. 19. what relief have we. from 
thoughts of his immenfitv and omnipfefence, if we 
have caufe only to contrive how to fly from him, 
Pfal. cxxxix. 1 1, 1 2, if we have no pledge of his 
gracious prefence with us? This is that which 
brings 61 vation, when we {hall fee, that God hath 
glorified all his properties in a way of doing us good. 
Now this he hath done in Jcfus Chrift. In him 
hath he made his juftice glorious, in jnakmg all our 
iniqiiiries to meet upon him, caufing him to bear 
them all, as the fcape goat in the wildernefs, not 
fparing him but giving Him up to death for us all. 
So exalting his juftice and incBgnation againft fin, in 
a way of freeing us from the condemnation of it, Rom. 
iii. 25. viii. 33, 34. In him hath he made his truth 
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glorious, and bis faithfulnefs in the exaft accompliftx- 
ttient of all his abfolute threatnings and promiles;^ 
that fountain threat and commination, whence all 
others flow. Gen. ii. 17. jn the day thou eateft 
thou /halt die the deaths fecondcd with a curfe, 
Deut. xxvii. 26. Curfed is every one that continueth 
not^ &c. is in him accompliflied, fulfilled, and the 
truth of God in them laid 10 a way to our good. 
He by the grace of GoAtafied death for us, Heb. 
ii; 9. andfo delivered us who werefubjed to deaths 
ver. I j\» and he hath fulfilled the curfe, by being 
made q curfefor us. Gal iii. 1 3. So that in his ve- 
ry threatnings, his truth is made glorious, in a way 
to our good. And for his promifes; They are all 
yea, arui in^im Amen, to the glory of God- by us, 
2 Cor. i. 20. And for his mercy, goodnefs, and the 
riches of his grace, how eminently are they made" 
glorious in Chrift, and advanced for our good ? 
God hath fet him forth to declare his righteoufnefs 
for the forgivenefs of fin ; he hath made way in him 
for ever to exalt the glory of his pardoning mercy 
towards finners. To manifeft this, is the great de-. 
iign of the gofpel, as Paul admirably' fets it our, 
Eph. i. 5, 6^T, 8. There muft our fouls come to an 
acquaintance with them, or for ever live in daricnefs. 
Now this is a faving knowlege and full of confo- 
iation; when we can fee all the properties of God 
made glorious and exalted in a way of doing us good. 
And this wifdom is hid only in Jefus Chrift ; hence 
when he deCrcd his Father to glorify his name^ 
John xii. 2^. to make in him his name, that is, his 
nature, his properties, his will,aH glorious iii thatwork 
of redemption he had in hand ; he was inftantly an-. 
« fwcred from heaven, I have, both glorified it,, and 
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nvillghrify it again. He will give it its utmoft glory 
in him. 

2, That God will yet cxercife and lay out thofc . 
properties of his to the utmoft in our behalf. Tho* 
he hath made them all glorious in a way that ma^ 
tend to our good, yet it doth not abfolutely follow that 
hewillufethemforourgood; for do we not fee innu-. 
mer-ihle perfons periftiing everlaftingly,,notwith- 
Handing the manifeftation of himfelf which God hath 
made inChrift. Wherefore further, God hath com- 
mitted all his properties into the hand of Chrift, if 
1 may fo fay, to be managed in our behalf, and for 
our good, He is the power cfGody and the wtfdom of 
Gody he is the Lord our right eoufnefs^ and is made 
unto us of God^ wifdom and right emfnefsy fandliji^ 
cation and redemption. Chrift having glorified his 
Father in all his attributes, he hath now the exer*- 
cife of them committed to him, that he might be 
the Captain _pf falvarion to them that do believe. 
So that if in the righteoufnefs, the goodnefs, the 
love, the mercy, the all>(ufficiency of God, there 
be any thing that will do us good, the Lord Jefus 
is fully interefted with the difpenfmg of it in our 
behalf. Hence God is faid to be in him reconciling 
the world unto himfelf 2 Cor. v. 18. Whatever U. 
in him he layeth it out for the reconciUatton of the 
world, in and by the Lotd Chrift. And he becomes 
the Lord our riofhteoufnefs, Ifa. xlv. 24, 25. and 
(;his is the fecond thing required. 

3. There re naineth only then, that thefe attri- 
butes of God, fo manifefted, and exercifed, 4re 
powerful and able to bring us to the everlafting 
fruition of hi;n. To evince this, the Lord wraps 
up the whole covenant of grace in one promife^ 
fignifjing no lefs thai)^ / will be your God. In the 
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- covenant, God becomes our God, and we are his 
people, and thereby all hi$ attributes are ours'al- 
fo; and left that we fliould doubt, wh^n once our 
eyes are opened, to fee in any meafure the incon- 
ceivable difficulty that is in this thing, what ima- ' 
.ginable obftacles on all hands there lye againft us, 
that all is not enough to deliver and fave us, God 
hath, 1 fay, wrapt it up in this expreffion. Gen. 
xvii. 1. I am, (mh he, God Almighty ^Ail-Jujrcient/ 
,1 am wholly able to perform alT my undertakings, 
and to be thy exceeding great reward. I can remove 
all difficulties, anfwer all objeftions, pardon all fins, 
conquer all; oppofitidn, I am God all-fuffidenu 
is[ow you know in whom this covenant and all the 
promifes thereof are ratified, and in whofe blood 
it is confirmed: to wft, in the Lord Chrift alone ^ 
jn him only is Gcxl an all fufficient God to any, and 
aij exeeedmg great reward. And hence Chi ill him- 
.felf is-faid to Jave to the' utmoji them that come to 
God. by him, Heb. vii. And thcfe three things, I 
fay, are required to be known, that we may have 
a faving-acquaintarce, and fuch as is attended with 
confolation, wirh any of the properties of God ; 
and all thefe b.nng hid only in Chrift, from him alone; 
it is to be obtained. 

This then is the firft part of our firft demonftra- 
tion, that all true and found wifdom and kndwfege, 
is laid up in the Lord Chrift, and from him alone 
to be obtained ; becaufe our wifdom confifting in a 
, main part of it, in the knowlege of God, his nature 
and his properties, this lyes wholly hid in Chrift; 
nor can poffibly be obtained but by him. 

For the knowlege of ourfelves, which is the fe* 

" cond part of our wifdom, this confifts in thefe three 

things, which our Saviour fends his Spirit to , con- 
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vmcetfaeworid GJf; eren £&, righteoufnefs, zvA 
judgment, Johnxn. 8.. to know oiirfelves in refbr- 
eQce;iioto thcfc three, is a main part of true and 
£)UQd wiiUom, for they ali rcfpoS the fupernatu- 
cai and immortal eod nvliereanto yf9c are appomted, 
and th^e is none cf theie, that ^e can attain umo, 
but only m Chrift. 

!• In* refpeS ©f fin, there is a fenfe and kndice^ 
iege of fin left in the c^nfctences of all men faf 
nature. To tell them what ts good and evil, in 
many things to approve and di&ppro^e of Vf\m, 
they do in reference to a jndgment to cofQe, th^' 
need not go farther than themfelves, Rom» ii. 14, 
15. But rhis is obfcureand relates moftly to great>^ 
scriins; and is in fum, that which the apoftle gives 
lis, Rom, i. 32. They know the judgment of Qod^ 
that they which dQfuch things are worthy ^ death. 
This he placeth among the common prcfumptions 
and notions that are received by mankind, namely, 
that rt is righteous^ with GW, that they who dofuth 
things are worthy of death. And if that be true, 
•which is coipimonly received, that no nation is f© 
barbarous ot- rude, but it retaineth fome fenfe of a 
Deity, then tbisalfo is true, that there is no nati- 
on but bath a fenfe of fin, and the difpleafure oif 
6od for it. For this is the very fiiA notion of God 
in the world, that he is the Rewarder of good ati4 
ewl ; I hence were all the facrifices, purgrngSj expia^ 
lions, which wf re fo generally fpread over the fads 
of' the earth ;.but this was and is but very dark, in 
.refpeft of that knowlege of fin with its appiirtenati- 
ces, which is to be obtained. 

A further k nowlege of fin upon ali accounts what- 
^er, is riven by the law; that law which, was add- 
ed becaufe of tranfgrelHon, GaL.iii, 19. Rom. vii. 
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f 3. This revWes doftrinaHy all that fcnfc of good 
and evi^ which was at ^ft ienplamed io; man ; and it 
is a glafs whereinto whofoevcr is able fpirimaUy ta 
look, may fee fia* in aH its ugHncfe and dcfomaity. 
The ttath is^ look upon the la# iti its purity^ h^H-^ 
nefs,, compafe, and perfcdion, iS manner of dcti very 
witi dread, terror, tham*er, earthquakes, fire, the 
fenftionof it, in dearth, curfe, wraih, andknKikcs 
a.wouderfui difcpvery of fin, v^kmi every accoimt, 
its pollution, guilt, and exceeding finfnlnefs are fecn 
by \u Bttt*yet.aU this doth not fufficQ; to give a 
man a true and through conviftion of fin* Not but 
that the glafs is clear, but of ourfekes we have tK>t . 
eye$ x.o look iiito h; the rule is ftraight, but wc 
cannot apply it: and therefore Ghrift fends his Spi* 
rrt to convince the worH of fia, John xvl 8^ who> 
thpug'; as to fome end^ and purpofes Jie raalccs ufe 
of the law, yet the work of conviiftian, which alone 
is a» ufeful knpwlege.of fib, is his peculiar work. 
And fo the difcovery of fin, may alfo be feid to be 
by Chrift, to be part of the wiidom that is hid in 
him. But yet there iaa twofold regard befides this, 
of his fending his Spirit to convince us, whereki 
isfaiis wifdom appears to be hid in him* 

1. Becaufe there arp fome near concerpmsents of 
fm, which are more clearly held out in the Lprd 
Chris's bemg made fin for us, than any other ^ay. 

2. In that there is no knowlege <p behad of fm, 
fo as to give it a fpiritual^nd faving improvcmenr, 
^ut only in him. ' 

• I. For- the firft. There are four things in fin, 
that clearly fliine oat in the crofs of CJirift. i. The 
defert of it. 2. Mans irapotebcy by reafon of it. 
3. The death of it. 4. A neweild put to it. 
I . Th« dcfert of fin doth clearly (hinc in the crofs 
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orChrift, upon a twofold account,, i. Gf the 
perfon fuffering for it. i. Of the penally he underr 
went. . , ' 

I J Of the perfon fuffering for it : this the fcrlp- 
ture oftentimes very emphatically fets. forth, and 
Irfys great weight upon, John iii. 1 6. God fo hved 
the worldy as that he fent his only begotten Son, 
It was his only Son that God fent into the world to 
fuffer for fin, Rom. viii. 32. he Jpared not his only 
Sony but gave him up to the death for us alL To 
fee a flave beaten and correfted, argues a fauli 
coitimitted, but yet perhaps the demerit of it was 
not very great. The correction of a fon argues ^ 
great provocation; that of an only Son, the great- - 
e({ imaginable. Never was fin feen to be more abo- 
minahJy fmful and full of provocation, than when 
thchurden of it was upon theihoulders of iie Soa 
of God. God having made his Son, the Son of 
his love, his only begotten, full of ^race and truth, 
fin for us, to manjfeft his indignation againfl: it, and 
how utterly, imnoffible it is, that he fliould let the 
leaft fin go unpuniflied, he lays hand on him, and 
fpares him not. If fin be imputed to the dear Son 
of his bofom, as upon his own voluntary aflfumption 
of it, it was, (for he faid to his Father, Lo I come 
to do thy willy and all our iniquities ^/^ meet on him^) 
he will not fpare him any thing of the due defcrt 
of it; is it not moft clear from henc^, even from 
the blood of the crofs i^f Chrift, -that fuch is the 
demerit of fm, that it 1| altogether impoflible that 
God ihould pafs by zn^fy f he leaft, unpunifhed ; if 
he would have doneit for any, he would have done 
it in reference to his only Son; but he fpared him 
not. 

Moreover I 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Cii. m. Commmicm^wbh the Bon pe/us C&riJI. i6i 

Mbreofver! God is not at all delighted with* nop* 
defirous of the blood, the tears, the cries, the in-? 
cxpreffiWe tQnQeBit& and fufferings of the Son of his 
love, for he deiigtiits not in the an'guHh of my; 
' he doth not aflBift wi!U|igiy, nor grieve the children 
of men, Lana. iii. 35. iftuch^lefs the Son of his bo- 
fom, only he required that his law.be fulfilled, hia 
juftice fatisfied, his wrath atoned for (m^ and no- 
thing lefs than all this, would bring it about. 1£ 
the debt of fm might' have beeipt ccnnpoiMided for, 
at a cheaper rate, it had never fcieen held up at the 
price of the blood of .Chrift; Hfcre then foul, t?ke 
a view of the defer t of fin; fehild it far more evi* 
dent, than in ali the ihreatning^$ and curfet of the 
Jaw. I tbopght indeed^ nyryeft thou fay from 
thence, that &, being foundon fuch a poor worm 
as I am, was worthy of deatli^ but that it (houkl 
have this tffeft, if charged on the Son o§ Qod^ 
that 1 never once imagined. . / 

2. Confider alfo further, what he fuficrcd. • For 
though he was fo excellent an on^, yet, perhaps ic 
was but a light afBi<Eiion> and trial that he under- 
went, efpecially confidering the ftrength be had to 
bear it. Why what ever h were, it made tlnsfrU 
low of the Lord of bofis^ this' liorTof the tribe of 
^udahy this mighty me, the jviiKiom and power of 
God, to tremble, fweat, cry, pray, wreftle, an4 
that with ftrong fopplicatjpos. Some of the popiflij 
devotronifts cclf us that oSe drop, the leaft, of the 
Mood of Chrift, was abundantly enough to redeem 
all the world : biat they err not knowing the deferc 
cff fin, nor the feverity of the juftice of God. If 
one drop, lefsthan was (bed, due pang, lefs thaij 
was laid on, would have dcne^ it; thofe other drops 
. had jiot bpcn flaed, nor thofe other pangs laid on. 
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God did not cniciate the dearly beloved of his fout 
for nought. But there is more than all this. 

It p^eafed God to bruiie hina, to put him to grief 
to make his. foul an offering for fin, and /to pour out 
his life unto death.* He hid himfclf from him, was. 
far from the voice of his cry; until he cried our, my 
God, my Gody why haft thouforfaken me? He made 
him fin, and a curfe for us, executed on him the 
fentence of the law, brought him into an agony^ 
Wherefti be fweat thick drops of blood, wasgrie- 
vouffy troubled, and his foul was heavy unto death;: 
. he that was the power of God, and the wifdom of 
God went ftooping under the burden> until the 
whole frame of nature feemed aftoniflied at it^ 
Now this, as 1 faid before,^ as it diicovercd the in- 
dignation of God againft fin, fo it clearly holds out 
llie defert of it. AVould you tben fee the true de-» 
Hfcrit of fin> take the meafure of it, from the medi*^ 
ation of Chriil, efpecially his >crofs. It brouirht 
him who was the Son of God, equal unto Gcd, God' 
bleffed for ever, mto the form of a fcrvant, who. 
had not where to lay his bead ; it purfued bim alh 
his life, with affliftions and perfecutions, and laflly 
brought him under the rod of God, there briii fed 
him, afid brake himj flew the Lord of life. Hence 
is a deep humillatioQ for it upon the account of him 
whbni we have pierceid. Aud.this is the firft fpi^ 
ritual view of fin we hav€.in Chrift. 

.2. The wifdom of underilanding our knpotency 
by reafon of fin, is wrapped up in him. By oup 
impotency I xmderftand two things- 

1. Our difability to make any atonement wftfe 
God fdr fin. 

2. -Our difability to anfwer his mind and will, in 

. . all 
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all or any of the obedience, that he requireth by 
reafon of fin. 

I . For the firft^ that alone is difcovered hi Chrift. 
Many enquiries have the fons of men made after aa 
atonement) many ways have they entered into, to 
accompUfh it. After this they enquire, Micah vi. 
6, 7. , wll any manner of facrifices, though appoint* 
ed of God, as biirnt offerings ^d calves of a year 
-dd; though very coftly, thoufands of rams, and 
ten thoufend rivers^ of oilj though dreadful and 
tremendous, offering vblence toiiature^ as to give 
jny children to the firfe; will any of thefe things 
make an atonement? David doth pofiiively indeed 
determine this bufinefe, Pfal. xlix, 7, R. none of 
the beft or richeft of men, can by any means re- 
deem his brother, nor give, to God a ranfoni' for 
him, for the redemption of the:r fouls is precious^ 
and it eeafeth for ever.. * It cannot b^ done, no a*- 
iooeftrent can fee made; Yet men would ftill be 
doing, ftill attempting; hence did? they heap up 
facrifices, (ome coftly, fompe bloody and inhumaij. 
The Jews to^ this d^iy^ think that God was atoned 
for fin, by the. facrifices of bulls and goats, and the 
fike; and the Socinians ackncrwlege no atoneraent„ 
but what confiftsin mens repentance and new obe-* 
dience. lia the crofs of Chrifty are the mouths of 
ail ftopped as to this thing. For,' » 

1. CJod hath there discovered that no facrifices 
for fkiv though of his own appointment, cduld e* 
irer make them perfe^ that offered them, Heb. x. 
II. Thofe Facrifites. colild tiever take away fin; 
thofe facrifices could never make them perfeft that 
_ performed them, as'to the confcience, Heb, ix. 9. 
fts the apoftle' proves. Chap. x. i. and thence the 
, Lord Tejeft'S ill facrifices and offerings whatever, 
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as to any fuch end and|mrpofe, ven 6i'7, 8, Chrift 
in their (lead faying, Lo I come, and by bim wcare 
juftificd, from all^from which we cmld not bejufii^ 
fed by the law\ Afts. xiii. 54. God, I lay, ia Chrift^. 
hath condeianed all facrifices» as wholly iftfuffiiiesr 
in the lead to make ^n atonement for fin. Aod 
how great a thing it was» to iBftrtt£^ tEe ibna o£ 
Boen in this wifdom, the event hath manifefted. ' "^ 

2. Ke hath alfo written vanity on all other cn^ 
deavours^ whatever that have been undertaken for 
that purpofe, Roin. iii. 24, 25, 26. by fetting forib 
his only Son to be a propitiadon, he leaves Qodoube 
upon the fpirits of men, that in themfelvjea thejr 
could make no atonement. For // righteov^fi 
were by the law^ then were Chrifi dead in -vain? 
' To wTiat puipofe (hould he be made a propitiatioii 
were not wc ourfelves weak and without ftrengti^ 
to ^y foch purpofe ? <b the apoftle argues, Rons;, 
iti. 6. when we had no power, then did he by dcatb 
. Bftake an aton^agipnt, as ver. 8, 9. ^ 

This wiCdom then is alfo hid in Chrift : mta 
»ay fee by other helps perhaps for Oiough to fill 
them with dread and aftoniihment, as thofe in Ifa« 
xxxiii. 14. But foch a fight and view of it, as may 
lead a foul to any conjfortable fetderacnt about it; 
that only is difcov€re4 iu thk treafury of heaven,, 
the Lord Jefus. 

2, Our difability to anfwer th-e mind ztid will of 
G(xJ, in alj or any of the obedience that he requtr* 
eith, i$ in him only to be dilipvered. This indeed 
is a thing that many will not be acquainted with to 
this day. To teach a man that he cannot do, wh^f 
he ought to do; and for which he condemns him* 
felf, if he do n not, is no'eafy taik. Mai rifeS ufr 
with all his poWtr, to plead againft a eonviftion oi 
. ' D g t zed by G impoteucy. 
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impotency. Not to mention the proud conceits 
and expreflions of the philofophers. How many that 
would be called ChrilHans, do yet creep by feyeral 
degrees, in the perfuafion of a power of fulfilling 
the law; and from whence indeed fliould men have 
this knowlege that we have nor? Nature will not 
teach it, that is proud and conceited, and it is one 
pait of its pride, weaknef^, and corruption, not to 
know it at all The law will not teach it; for 
though that will ftiew us, what we have done a- 
mifs, yet \i will not difcover to us, that we could 
nordo better; yea by requiring exaft obedience of 
\x% it takes for granted^ that fuch power is in us 
for that purpofe; it takes np notice, that^we have 
loft it, nor doth it concern it fo to do; this then ai- 
fb lyes hid in the Lord Jefus, Rom. viii. 2, 3, 4* 
JThe'law of the fpirit of life in Chrifl Jefus^ hath 
' made me free from the law offtn and death. For " 
what the law could not afc, in that it was weak 
through the/le/hy God fending his ow7i Sony in the 
likenys of ftnful flefhy and for fin condem?2ed fin in 
ihe flejh: that the right eoufnefs of the laiv might be 
fulfilled in us: The law can bring forth no right^ 
oufnefs, no obedience, it is weak to any fuch pur- 
pofe, by reafon of the flefli, and that corruption 
that is Come on us: thefe two things ar^^ done ia 
Ghrift, and by him. Firft fin is condemned as to 
its guilt, and we fet free from that, the righteouf- 
nefs of the law by hi*^ obedience, is fulfilled in us, 
who could never do it ourfelvcs ; and fecondly, that 
obedience which is required of us, his Spirit works 
it in us; fo that that perfeftion of obedience which 
we have in^him, is imputed to us,' and the fmcerity that 
we have in obedience, is from his Spirit beftowcd 
on us. And this is the i^joft excellent glafs wher^ 
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ia wc fee our impdtency, for what need we his per'» 
{eft obedicacc to^e laauie ours, hue th^ we: hare 
IkK, cinoot a«aii| ^y? whatfteed wc bis Spirk of 
life to quicken us^ bsc that vte a^e; dead ia^ trefp^e^ 
uJ iflt (ms .^ ; 

3. The dcarfi of fi»; fin- dying ia lis, now in 
ibme raeafuf e whilll we arc aliTe. This is a tb«?d 
eoQeerno}^ of fin, which it is our wifdom ta be 
acquakited with, and ii is hid only in Chrift. There - 
is a twofold dying of fia., i. As ovthe esereife of 
ic in our mortal meu^rs. 2* As to the root^ pom^ 
ciple, aiid power of it in our foult. ^ Th^e firil iur 
deed fliay be karaed in part, out of CbriA. Chrift-* 
lofs men, may have i^ dying in them, as to the 
outward exercife of it. Men$ bodies laiay be difa^ 
bled for the fervice of their kifts^ or the praAice of 
tbem la^y not confifl wit h their intereft Sift is ne^ 
ver niore alive, than whea it is thu& dying. But* 
there is a dying of it as to the root, the principle 
©f it, th« daily decaying of the ftrength, power 
and life of ii> and this is to be had alone in Chrift. 
Sin is a thingp^tbat of itfeif, Is not apt to die, op to 
4ecay„ but to get ground, and ftrength, and Kfe 
in the fubjeft wherein ic is, to eternity; preyenl 
alt its aftuaUrruptions,yet its original enmity againft 
Gpd will ftill grow. In believers it is ftiU dying 
and decaying, until it be utterly aholiftxed. The 
ftpening of this treafury you have, Roi^ vi. 3, 4, 
5, ^, 7, &€. Know you nofy that as manja of us 
0f were baptized in ^fefus^ Cbrij}, were baptized 
. intc his death ? . therefore we are buried with him 
by baptifm inta deaths that lih as Chrifl was raHfed 
Jrom the dead by the qlary of the^ Father^ evenfit 
^e alfo flnuld wfilkjn newnefs of life; ^or if wc 
Jf0^ been planted togetl^r in the likenefs of his 
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deaths we Jhmll be alfo in the Tikenefs of his refur^ 
redion ; knowing this that cur aid man is crucified 
with him^ 'that the body of Jin might be deftroyed^ 
that henceforth we Jhould not ferve fin. This is 
the defign of the apoftle in the bcginnicig of that 
chapter, not ooly to manifeft whenc^ is the pritici- 
pte and rife of our mortification aSd the death of 
fin, even from the death and blood of Chrift; but 
aHb the nagnner of fins continuance and dying in 
OS, from the manner of Ch rift's dying for fin; he 
was crufiified for us, and thereby fin was crucified 
in us ; he died for us, and the body of fui is >de- 
ftroyed that ^^e ftiould not ferve fin ; ^ that as he 
ivas raiied from the^ead that death fiiould not have 
dominion over him, fo alfo ar^ we railed from fm, 
I hat it fhould not haye dominion over us. This 
wifdom is hid in Chrift only. Mofes at his dying 
day had ail his ftrength and vigour, (b have fin and 
die law to atl out of J^fus; at their dying cfay, fin 
is no way decayed. Now next to the receiving of 
the righteoufnefs prepared for us, t6 1c now this, ig * 
> the chiefeft part of our wifdom; to be truly ac- 
quainted with the principle of the dying of fin, ta 
leel vertue suid power flowing from the crofs df 
Chrift to that pwrpofe, to find fin crucified in us, as 
Chrift was crucified for us, this is Tslfdom indeed> 
■that is in him alone. i 

4. There is a glorious end whercuntofm is apv 
:pointed, and ordained, and difcovered in Chrift, 
-that others are unacquainted wirhal. Sin in its owa 
iiature*tend& meerly to the diflionbur of God, the 
the debafcmentt)f hi^ Majefty, and the ruin of the 
creature' in whom it is; hell itfelf is i)ut the filling 
of wretched creatures, with the fruit of their own 
devices. The comminations wd threats of God vx 
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die law, do manifeft one other end of it, even the 
demonftration of the vindidHve juftice of God in 
meafuring out unto it a meet recompenfe of reward. 
But here the law ftayy (and with it all other light) 
and dilcovers no other ufe or end of it at all In the 
Lord Jefus there is the flianifeftation of another, 
and more glorious end; to wit, the praife of God's, 
glorious grace, in the pardon and forgivenefs of ir, 
•God having taken order in Chrift, that that thing 
which tended meerly to his diftionour, fliould be 
managed to his infinite glory ; and that which of 
all things he defirtth to exalt; even that he may 
be known and believed to be a God parthning ini^ 
quity, tranfgrejjion and fin. To return then to this 
part of our demonftration. 

In the knowlege of ourfelves in reference to our 
eternal condition, doth much of our wifdom con- 
fiit There is not any thing wherein, in this de- 
praved^ condition of nature, we are more concerned, 
than fin; without a knowlege.of this, we know not 
' ourfelves, fools make a mock of fin. A true faving 
knowlege of fm fs to be had only in the -Lord 
Chrift; in hira may we fee the defert of our ini- 
quities, arid their pollution which could not be 
born, or expiated but by his blood, ' neither is 
there any wholfome vie\v of thefe but in Chrift:; in- 
him" and his crofs is difcovered our univerfal impo- 
tency either of atoning God*s juftice or living up 
to his will; the death of firi is- procured by, aiid 
difcovered in the death of Chrift; as alfo the ma- 
nifeftation of the riches of God's grace in the par- 
doning thereof, a real aiid experimental acquain- 
tance as to ourfelves, with all which, is our wifdom; 
and it is that which is^ of more value, than all the 
wifdom of tlie world. 
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2. Righteoufaefs is a fccond thing whereof the 
Spirit of Chrift convinces the 'Worki, and the mairt 
thing that it is our wifdom tabc acqpiainted withaU 
This all men are pcrfoaded-of; diat God is a maf& 
righteous Gcd^ .diat is ^. natural notice ^of God 
which Abraham infifted on. Gen. xviii. 35. SbM 
not the ^udge of all the world do right f They, know 
tlyat this is the judgment of Gm, that they ivha 
commit fuch things ure ^worthy of deaths Rom. i. 
32. that it is a righteous thing iviib him to recom* 
fence tribulation unto <^enders^ 2 Theff. i, 6. he is 
a God of purer ^es than to behold iniquity^ Hab. i^ 
1 3. and therefore the ungodly cannot ftand in judg- 
ment; Pfal. i. 5. Hence the gresft inquiry of every 
^one, (who lies in any meafurc under the power of 
k,) convinced of immortality, and the judgment to 
come, is, concerning the righteoufhefs wherewith 
to appear in the prcfence of this righteous God; 
tWs mcH-^ or lefs they are folicitous ahourall their 
days; and fo as the apoftk fpeaks, Heb. iL 15. 
through the fear if deaths they aref^je^ to bon^ 
dage all their iife^ They are perpl^ed with fears 
dboutthe iffue of their righteouihefs, kft it fliould 
end in death and deftru^on* 

Unto men fet upon this inquiry, that which firft 
and naturally prefents itfclf> ror dieir direftioti and 
affiftance, affuredly promifmg them a righteoufnefs 
that wiU abide the trial of God, provided they will 
follow its direftion, is the law.* The law hath many 
fair pleas to prevail with a foul to clofe with it fot 
a righteoufnefs before God* It was given out from 
.God himfelf for that end and purpofe ; it contains 
the whole obedience that God reqUireth of any of 
the foQs of men; it hath the promife of life anncx-^ 
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cd to it, do this and live; the doers of the law are 
Jujlified; and if thou^ilt enter into life^ keep the 
coihmandments ; yea, it is moft certain, thatitmuft 
be wholly fulfilled, if we ever think to ftand with 
boldaefe before God. This being fome part of the 
^lea of the law, there is no man that feeks after 
righteoufnefs, hut doth one time or another attend 
to it, and attempt its direfiion: niany do it every 
day, who yet will not own that fo they do. This 
then they fet themfelves about, labouring to cor- 
reft their lives, amend their ways, perform the 
duties required, and fo follow after a righteoufnefs 
according to the prefcript of the law. And in this 
Courfe do many men continue long with much per- 
plexity; fomctimes hoping, oftner fearing, fome- 
times ready to give quite over, fometimes vowing 
to continue, (their confciences beijog no way iatisfi* 
ed ; nor righteoufnefs in^ny meafure attained) all 
their days: after they have wearied themfdves, 
perhaps for a long feafon, in the largenefs of their 
ways, they coite at length, with fear, trembling and 
difapf>ointment to that conclufion of the apoille, by 

the works (if the law no fiefh is juftijied; and with 
dread cry, that if God mark what is done amifs, 
there is no (landing before him. That they have 

this UTue the Apoftle wicneffeth, Rom. ix. 31, 32. 

Ifrael who followed after the law of righteoufnefs^ 

attained not td the taw of r'i^hteotfnefs^ wherefore ? 

becatifi they fought it not by faith,, but as it were 
:by the works of the law: it was not folely for want 

of endeavour in theriafelves that they were difap- 

pointed, for they carnellly foUbwed after the law 

. of righteoufnefs; but from the liature of the thing 

-itfelf, it would not bear, it; righteoufnefs was not 

: to be ob'caiiicd that way, for faith the apoftle, If 

• th^ 
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they which are of the law be heirSy faith is made 
voidy and the fromife, made of none effedl^ becaufe 
the law worketh wrathy Rom* iv, 14, 15. The 
law itfelf is now fuch as that it cannot give life. 
Gal. iii. 21. If there had been a law given which 
€9uld have given life^ verily right eoufnefs fhould 
' have ^been by the law; and he gives the reafon in 
the next verfe, why it could not give life, becaufe 
the fcripture conclues all under fin, that is, it is 
ycvy true, and the fcripture affirms it, that all men 
arc finners, and the law fpeaks not one word to fin- 
ners but death^and deftruAion; therefore theapo^ 
ftle tells us plainly, that God himfelf found fauk 
with this way of attaining righteoufnefs, Kteb. viii. 
7, 8. He complains of it, that is,' he declares k 
snfi^cient for that end and purpofe* 
' Now there, are two confiderations that difcover 
unto men the vanity and hopeleffnefs of fecking 
righteoufnefs in this path* 

I. That they have ab-eady finned, for all have 
finned and come fhort of the glory ofGod^ Rom iii. 
2 J, this they are fufficiently fenfible of; that al- 
though they could for the time to come, fulfil the 
whole law, yet f here is a fcore, a reckoning upon 
ikem already, that they know not how tp ahfwer 
. ff:^. Dp they confult their guide, the law itfelf^ 
how they may be eafy of the account that is paft^ 
it hath not one word of direftion, or confolation^ 
J)ut bids them prepare to die; the fentencc is gone 
iforth, and there is no efcaping^ 

2.. That if all former debts fhould be blotted 
out, yet they are no way able for the future, to 
fulfil the law; they can as well move the earth 
with a finger, as anfwer the pcrfeftion thereof; 
and therefore as I faid, on this- twofold accountji 
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they coQcludfi tl^t this ^labour is loft, by the works 
4>f the law Jball no flejh b4 juftified^ GaL iii. 

11, 12. 

Wherefore fecondly, Eeiog thus difappointed 
by the fcvericy and inexorablenefe of the bw, mett 
generally betake ihemfelves to fomc other way, th^ 
may fatisfy them as to ihofe confiderations, which, 
took ihem off frc»n their former hopes; and. this 
for ihe rat)ft part, is, by fixing themfekes upoa 
fomc ways of atonement to fatisfy, God, and help- 
ing out the reft with hopes of mercy. Not to in- 
iift on the ways of atc«ieraent and expiation which 
the Gentiles had pitcheAon, nor <xi the many waySr 
and inventions by works fatisfaftory of their owdi, 
fupererogations of others, indulgences, and purga- 
tory in the clofe, that the Pa^fts have found our-' 
for this end and purpofe, it is, I fay, proper to all 
convinced perfons, as abo?c, to fqsk for a righto- 
oufnefs, partly by an endeavour to fatisfy for, wiiat 
is paft, and partly by hoping after gener^ mercy,. 
This the apoftle calls a feekihg for it, as it were 
iy^ the nv^rks of the lawy Rom. ix. 4J2. not direftly^ 
but as it were by the works qf the kmo^ making 
up one thing with another. And he tells us what 
iffue they have iu this bufinefs, chap. x. 1?. Beimg 
igmrantofjkerighteaufnejs ffGod^ and feeiing^^, 
tftablijh their awti righteaufnefs^ they were notfub^ 
je£i to th^ righteoufnefs of God. They were by 
it enemies to the righteoufnefs of God. The 
ground of this going about to eftablifti their owa 
righteoufnefs, was, that they were ignorant of the 
righteoufnefs of God; had they known the righte- 
oufnefs of God, and what exaft conformity to his 
will he reqoircth, they had never underuken fuch 

a f mit* 

- ^ ' . ■ Digitized by Google- 



€h. Ttl. Cofnmumon ijjith tfye Son JejiiS.ChriJt. 1 7 j 

a fruitlefs bufincfs, as to have corapaffed it, as ic 
were by the works of the lawj yet this^^many will 
ftick on a long time. Something they db^ fomcthing 
they hope for, fomc old fault they wHl buy off with 
new obedience. And this pacifies their confcien- 
ccs for a feafon ; but when the Spirit comes to con-? 
i^ince them of righteoufnefs, nether will this h'old^ 
whctefore, 

. - 3. Tbcmattercomesat length to this iflae, they' 
look upon themfelves- under this twofold qualifica?- 
eouf as, 

I. Sinners, obnoxious to the law of GckT, an<f 
the curfe thereof; fo that unlefs; that be fatisfied,. 
jhat nothing from thence (hall erer be laid to thei* 
charge. It rs altogether in vain, once to fcek aftel' 
an appearance in the prefcnce of Qod.^^ 

2ir As creatures^ made fof a fupematural and cr 
fernal end, and therefore bound to anfwer th^ 
whole mind and will of God in the obedience re^ 
quired at their hands* Now it- being before difr 
coTercd to then*, that both thefe are beyond thfe 
€ompafs of their own endeavours, and-the affiftance 
which they have formerly reft ed' on; if their eter- 
nal eondition be of any concernment to them; theip" 
^fdQm is, to find out a righteoufnefs that may ai^ 
. #wrer both tficfe to the utmoft; 

Now both thefe are to-be had only fn the Lori^ 
•Ghrift, wtto is our righteoufnefs ,-, this wifdora^ an^ 
til the treafuresof iti are Kid in him* 
.'-. f^ He expiates former Iniquities; he fatisfies fd^r 
fin, audpi^Gures remiffion o# it^ Rbm. rii; 22}-; 2;^;. 
Mein^ ^u/Mfifd'free/y\hf his;^ffr(^e.^ throu^f? th'er^^ 
dem/'tion thaVts iri ^ejusChri^:,'{p}yomGGd'lmth' 
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Uood^ to declare his righteouf^efs for the rmtjffi^n gf 

^ns that are pajl^ through the forbearance of God. 
JUIwe lihJheeplScc. Hk. lUi. 5, 6. In his bkodwi; 
havt redemption, the forgwerifs of fins^ Eph. i. 7* 
God fpared not Jbimy but gavf himy &c Romr viii. 
32. This, even this alone is our righteoafod$, a^ 
to that firft part of it which confifts io the removal 
of the whole guilt of fin, whereby v/e ^rt<xjam 
ftiort of the glory of God. On this accQunt k is, 
that we are affurcd, that none (hall ever lay any 
thing to our charge, *or condemn us, Rom. viii. 3 1, 
32J. there being no condemnation to thern that are in 
Qbrijl ^efuiy ver. i. we are purged by the facrifice 
©f Chrift, fo as'to have no more confcience of fm^ 
Heb. X. 2. that is, troubles in. confcience about it^ 
This wifdom is hid only in the Lord Jefus; in hini 
^lone is there an atonement tfifcovered : and give me 
the wfdom which Ihall cut aH /cores concern^ 
iiig fin, and let the world take what remains. But, 
%. There is yet fomething piore required; it is 
»ot enough that we are not guilty. We muft alfo. 

_ be actually righteou$.\not only all fin is to be an-- 
jwered for, but all righteoufnefs is to be fulfilled; by . 

. taking away the guilt of fin, we are as perfons in-- 
abcent, but fomething more is required to make «« 
to be confidered as perfons obedient.^ 1 know uos- 
thing to teach me. that an innocent perfon ihall go 
tbjheaven, be rewarded, if he be no more but (b, 
Adam was innocent ar his firft creation, bur he w;^ 

- to do this, to keep the commandments before he 
chtred into life,, he had no title to life by mnocen- 
cy. - This then, moreover is required, that the 
whole law* be fiilfilled, .and all the obedience p<»r- 
formed that God required at our hands. TThis if 
the (ouls fecoud inquiry, and it finds a yefolutfou on^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



fjii^ m, (Sm/f^inm With the S^n ^efiisCfmJt, i ff 

ly in the Lord Chrift ; For if when we wen emmin 
%ve w^re reconciled $o God by the death of his Hon; 
much mors being reconciled^ we^all be faved by hi$ 
Ufe^ Rom* ¥h i<>« his death reconciled us, then are 
yfz fevcd by his life. The aftual obedience' whicb 
he jrielded to the whole law of God, is that rightei- 
pulnefs where by we arc faved ; Iffo be we are found 
in him^ not having on our oru^n righteoufnefs which 
is of tae laWy but the right eou/nef which tS of God 
byfaith^ Phih iii, 9. This 1 Ihall have occafion to 
Jiandle more at Urge hereafter*^ 

To remm then. It is not lYuppofe any dii&uir 
ralk, to perfwade men convinced of imraorrality and 
judgement to come, that the m^iiB of their wiidoia 
lyes in this, even to find out fuch a righteoufnefs a,^ 
will accompany thetn for eter, and abUe the fcvere 
trial of God himfelf. , Now all the wifdom of the 
world is but folly, as to the difcovcry of this thag. 
The utnio(l.tbat man's wifdom can do, is but to 
find out moft wretched, burthenfome, and vexati- 
pus ways of perilhing eternally. AH the treafures 
pf this wifdom are hid in Chrift, He of God is made' 
unto us wifdotrty and right eoufnefs^ \ Cor. i. 30. 

5. Come we to the lall thing which 1 (haJJ but 
jtouch upon, and that is judgment. The true wifc 
dom of this^lfo is hid in the Lprd Chrift; I meaa 
. jfn particular that judgment that is for to come; fo 
4fct prefent 1 talse the word in th^i place. -Qi what 
concernment this is to us to know, 1 fliall not fpe^k j 
it is that, whofe influence upon the fons oFipen, is 
jhe principle of their difGriminating themfdves fron^ 
the hearts that perifli; neither {hall I infift on the 
x>bfcure ititimations of it, which are given by the 
|>refent proceedings rf providence in governing the 
lirorld^ Qor cba;t greiiter light of i^ .which ibines ^i 
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the threats atid promifes of the iaw. ThewiiJlon* 
of it, is in two re rards hid m the Lord Jefus. i-^ 
As to the trtiih of it, 2. As tothe maflneP'pf it. 

I. For the truth of k; and fo in and by him la 
is coofirmcd, and that two ways. i. ByhisdeatHi. 
«, By his refuFreflion. . 

1. By his death, God in the death of Chrifti, 
puniftiing and condemnmg fin in the ftefli erf his ow» 
Son, inihe fight of inen» angels, and devils, hathv 
given an abundant affurance of a righteous and uoi* 
Terfai judgment to come;: wherefore, or upon wha« 
Jiccoum imaginable^ could he be induced to lay fuclu 
iodd on him, but that he will certainly reckon omft - 
day with the foiis of men for alT their works, way« 
«nd walkings before him*? The deatlr of Cbrift is » 
fiioft folemn exempfer of the laft judgment. Thofe 
Ksrbo owiQ him to be the Son of God, will not denj 

g judgment ta come; 

2. By his refurreftibni Afls xviii 31, He hatfib 
flven faith and affurance of this tiiFng to all, by 
raifing Ghrift from the dead, having appointed him 
to be the Judge of all, in whom, and by whom; h& 
will judge the v/orldin righteoufnefs: And then,. " 

tiaftly, for the manner of it; that it {hall be by 
liim who hath loved us, and given himfelf for us>. 
whais himfelf the righteoufnefs that he requires 4t 
©ur hands; and on the other fide by him who hatil' 
been, inhisperfon, grace, ways, worfcfp^ fervant* 
reviled, defpifed, contemned, by the men of the 
V world; which holds oai unfpeakabfe confolation o« ; 
the one hand; and terror on tltf other: fo that tht * 
^ifdom of this alfo is hid in Chrtft; . ^ 

And this is the fecond part of our fiirft de^on^ 
•ftration. . Thus the l< nowl^^g^cof ourfelv^s^.m* refen* 
tn^e to our fupernamral eadrisno li3:ian portion of bur 
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•wifdom. The things of the grcateft'tOBGemmettt 
hereunto, are fin> righteoufiiefs^^ and judgment, 

' :|he wifijom of all which, is alone hid in the I^rd 
Jefus, which was to be proved. 

;^. . The third part of our wifdom ts to walk with 
-God. Now that one may walk wiih another, five 
things argrequireA u Agreement,. 2. Acquaia- 
tance,^j?-SJreBgth,.^ Boldnefs, A An aiming 
^m the'^lame end And all theie, with'the wifdoia 
of them, are hkl in the Lord Jefus. - 

1. Agreement. The prophet tells lis, that tw^ 
C0nnoi walk together unlefs they be agreed^ Amos 
Si. ^, Until agreement be made there is no com- 
munion, no walking together. God and man, by 
.nature^ or wbiUl man is in the ftate of nature, are 
zi the greateft eomity. He declares nothing to u% 
h^t wrath, whence we are faid to be ,childr<fn of k^ 

^ rthat is, born obfioxiQiis to it, Eph. ii. 3. and" whilft 
we f^main ,m that conditipn, the wrath of Go(i^ 
abidethmu^^ John. lii. 3^^ All the difcovery that 
God makes of himfelf unto us, \% that he fe iue.^* 
preffiWy provoked, and therefore preparing wrath 
againft the day of wraijh, aiid the revelation of \\\% 
righteous judgm^ts^ the day of his ^nd finners 
.meeting, is called the day of wrath, Rom, ii. 5, 6# 
Neither do we come fliort m our enmity againft hinv 

. yea we firft began it, and we continue longeft ia 
it. To exprefs this enmity the apoftk tells us, ?hat 
our very minds, the beft p»rt of us, are enmty 
againft God^ Rom. viii. 7, 8. and that we neither 
au-e, npr will, nor can be fubjeft to him, our enmity 
©anifefting itfelf by univ'»rfal rebellion againft hinj, 

- whatever we do that feems otherwife, is but hy- 
pocrffy or flattery, yea it is a part of this cnmixf 
CO leffen it. In this ftate the wifdpm pf walk in qj 
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with God nftuft needs be moft remote from the fbulj 
he is light, aud in him is no darknefs at all ; We are 
darkne(s, and in us there is no light at alL He h 
life, a living God; we are dead, dead finners^ dead 
in trefpaifes and fm* He is holinefs alid glorioiift 
in it; we wholly defiled, an abominable thing; he 
is love, we full of hatred, hating aid Jt^jm^^ hated. 
Surely this ^o foundation fipr agreement ^or up- 
on that, of walking together, nothing can be, more 
remote than this frame from fuch a condition^ The 
foundation then of this,. I fay, is laid in Chrift, hid ' 
in Chriftj He, faith the apoftle, is our peace, he 
bath made peace for us y Eph. ii. 14, 15. he flew 
the enmity, in his own body on the crofsy ver. id» 
I. He takes out of the way thc/raufe of the en* 

' mity that was between God and us; fin and the 
curfeof thelaw, Dan. ix. 24. He makes an end of 
fin; and -that- by making atonement for iniquity; 
and h^ btotteth out the hand- writing of ordinances^ 
Col. ii. 24, redeeming us from the curfe by being a 
iurfefor uSj Gal. iii. 1 3. 

%. He deftroys him who would continue the 
enmity, ^nd making the breach wider, Heb. ii. 14. 
through death he deflroyed him that had the poiwer 
•f death, that is the de^ih and Col. ii, i ^//foiled 
principalities andf(hioers^ ^ ^ . . 

. ' 3. He made. reconciliation for the fins of the 
people, Heb. ii. .17. he made by his blood an atone- , 
ment with God, to turn away that wrath which 
was due to ^% fo naaking peace: hereupon God is. 
faid to be iniChrift, reconciling the ivorldimto him* 

/elf, t Cor. T. 19. bting reconciled himfclf, ver. i8v 

he lays down the enmity on his part and proceeds 

to what remains/ to flay the enmity on our part^ 

that we al|a may be rec^ciled i and this alio 

. - 4» He 
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4. He doth; for Rom. v. 11, hy our Lord ^e^ 
jus Chrijfwe do receive the atottement^ accept of the 
peace made and. tendered, laying down our enmity 
to God, and fo confirmiftg an agreepient betwixt 
lis in his blood. So that through him we have, an 
atcefs unio the Father^ Eph. ii. 1 8. Now the whole 
wiidpm of this agreement, without which, there 
is no ixralking with God, is hid in Chrift: out of 
him God on-his part is a confuming fire : we are as 
ftubble fully dry, yet fetting ourfelves in battle 
array againft that fire; if we are brought, together 
we are confumed. AH our apprq^chings to him: 
out of Chrift, are but to our detriment; in his 
blood alone have wcthissjreement: and let not any 
of us once fuppofe .that we have taken any ftep in 
the paths of God, with him, that any one duty is 
accepted, that all is not loft as to eternity, if wc 
have not d<me it, upon the account hereof. 
. 2. There is required acquaintance alfo to walk- 
ing togeriber. Two may meet together in the 
fame way, apd haye no quarrel between them, no 
enmityr but if they are meer ftrangers one to ano- 
ther, tbey pafs by, without the leaft compaunioa 
together. It doth not fuffice that the enmity be- 
twixt Gpd and us be taken away, we muft alfo have 
acquaintance given us with hin: our not knowing 
of him is a great caufe and a great part of our en- 
tity. Our underftandings are darkned, and we 
'^re alienated from the life of Gody &c. Eph. iv. 18. 
• This alfo then muft be added, if we ever come to 
Walk with God^ which is our wifdom. And this 
alfo is hid in the Lord Chrift, and comes forJ:h from 
' him. It is true there are fufldry other means, at 
his. word, and his works, that Gpd ha^h given the 
' .i(Xis of men, to make a difcovcry of himfelf unto 

^ ithenitf 
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^em, and to give them fomeacquamtance with him, 
chat as the apoftle fpeaks, Afts xvii. 27. They (b&uld 
feek the Lord, if haply they might Jindhim; but yet as 
that knowleg^ of God, which we have by his worksj 
is but very weak and imperfeft, fo that which we 
have by the wokI, liie letter of it, by reafonof oiir 
blindnefe, is aot faving to us if we have no other 
help: for though that be light as the fan in the 
firmament, yet if We haVe no eyes in our heads, 
what can it avail us? No faving acquaintance witli 
him, that may direft us to walk wirh him can be 
-obtained. This alfo is hid in the Lord Jefus, and^ 
comes forth from him, 1 John v. 20. He hath given 
us this ^tnderjlandingy that we Jhould know him 
that is true. All other light whatever without his 
giving vl\ an underftanding, will not do it. He 13 
the true fight, which lighteth every one that is en- 
lightened, Johni. 5. Lukexxiv. 45. he opens oar 
underftandings that We may uttderftand the fcrip- 
cures; none hath known God at any time, but bt 
hath revealed hint, i John 18. .God dwells in that 
light which no man can approach unto^ i Tim. vk 
26.' None harh ever had any fuch acquaincance 
with hkn, as to be faid to have feen him, but by the 
revelation of Jefus Chrift. Hence he tells the 
Pharifees, that notwithfknding all their great know* 
lege which they pretended, indeed they had neither 
heard tfye voice of God at any fime^ nor feen hh 
fhapt^ John V. 37. they had no manner of fpirimal 
acquaintance With God, but he wj^ unto them as a 
man whom they had never heard, nor feen. There 
is no acquaintance with God, 4s love, and fall of 
kiiidi^fs, patience, grace and pardoning mercy, on 
which knowlege of him alone we cw walk'witb hitt, 

bat 
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bat only ki Chriftf but of this folly before. Thiis 
then alfo is hid in him. 

3. Th^re muH:. moreover be a way whereia 
we muft walk with God. -Gtxi at the beginning 
affigtied us a jpath to walk in with him, ctcu the 
path of mnocency and exaft holinefs in a covenant 
cf'W'Ofks. This path by fm, is fo fiHed with thorns 
and briars, fo ftc^peJ up by curfes and wrath, that 
no flefh living can take one ftep in that path; a 
new way for us to walk in, muft be fo«nd out, if 
ever we think to hold communion with God. And 
this alfo lyes upon the former account. It is hid in 
Chrift, all the world catmotj but by and in him, 
difcover a path, that a man may walk one ftep with 
God in. And therefore the Holy Ghoft tells us, 
that Chrift hath confecrated, dedicated, and fet a- 
parr for that purpofe, a new and living way into 
••he hqlieft of all, Heb. x. 20. a new one, for t\it 
.firft old one was ufelefs, a living one, for thebther 
is dead; therefore faiih he, ver, 22. let us draw 
near, having a way to walk iii, let us draw near. 
'And this way that he hath prepared \% no other but 
himfelf, John xiv. 5. in anfwer to them, who 
would go to the Father, and hold communion with 
him, he tells them, I am the Way and no man 
Cometh to the Father, but by me. He is the me- 
dium of all communication between God and 
us; in him We meet, in him we walk, all influ- 
ences of love, kindnefs, mercy, from God to us; 
:are through him; all our returns of love, de^ 
light, faith, obedience tmto God, are all through 
him. He being that one Way, God fo often pro* 
mifeih his people, and it is a glorioyis way, Ifa. 
XXXV. 8. an high way, a* way oif holinefs, ^ way 
ihat_ none can err in, that^^ioe-ttiter it; which is 

P : ,. ^ .further 
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further fet out, Ifa. xlii. i6. All other. ways, all 
paths but this, go down to the chambers of death, ' 
they ail lead to walk contrary to God. 

4. But fuppofe all this, that agreement be malie, 
acquaintance given, and a way provided, yet if we 
liave no ftrcngth to walk in that way, what will alL 
chis avail us ? This alfo then muft be added, of our- 
selves we arc of no ftrength, Ronu v. 6. poor 
Weaklings, not able togo a ftep in the ways of God; 
when we are fet in the way either we throw our- 
felves down, or tcniptati<Mis caft us down, and we 
make no progrefe : and the Lord Jefus tells us plain- . 
ly, that without him we can do nothings John xv. 
5. not any thing at all, that ihall have the leaft ac- 
ceptation with God. Neither c^n all the creatures 
in heaven ancl earth yield us the leaft affiftancci 
Mens contending to do it in their own power comes , 
to nothing: iHis part of this wifdom alfo is hid ia 
Chrift. All ftrengih to walk with God, is from 
him; lean doall things throughChriftthat flrength^ 
netb m€y faith Paul^ Phil, i v. 12. who denies 
' that of ourfelve^ we have any fufficiency, 2 Cor. 
iii. 5. We that can do nothing in ourfelves, we are 
fuch weaklings, can do all things in Jefus Chrift, 
as giants; and therefore in him, we ai'e, againft all 
oppofitions in our way, more than conquerors^ Rom. 
tiii. 37. and that htczxiic from his fulnefsy «^^ r^- 
ceive grace for grace^ Johni. i6. From him have 
w:e the Spvit or life and power whereby he bears^ 
us, as on eagles wings fwiftly, fafely, in the paths 
of walking with God. Any ftep that is taken in 
any way, by ftrength that is not immediately from 
Chrift, is one ftep towards hell. He firft takes usr" 
by'ihe arm and teaches lis to go, until he lead us on 
to perfeflion. . He hath milk and ftrong meat; to 

^ . • feed 
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feed us, he ftrengthens us, with a)l might, and ia \ 
with us in our running the race that is fet before us. 
But yet, ^ " ' ^ 

5, Whence (hould wc takd this confidence as to 
walk with Godj even our God, who is a confum- 
ing'fire? Was there not fuch a dread upon his 
people of old, that it was taken for granted among 
them, that if they faw God, at any time. It Was 
Bot to be endured, they muft die? Can any but 
with extream horror, think of that dreadful appear- 
ance, that he made unto .them of old upon mount 
Sinai ; until Mpfes himfelf who was their mediator, 
faid, / exceedingly feary and quake ^ Heb. xii. 21. 
and all the people fa id, Let net Godfpeak with us, 
^lejl we ^/V, Exod. xx. 19. Nay though men have * 
apprehenfio'ns of- the goodnefs and kindnefs of God, 
yet upon any difcovery of his glory, how do they 
tremble and are filled with dread and aftonifliment? 
Hath it not fo been with -the choicefl of his faints, 
Hab. iii. 1 6* Ifa. vi* 5. Job xlii. 5, 6. Whence 
. then, (hould , we take to ourfelves this boldnefs 16 
. walk with God? This the ajjoftle will inform us, 
in Heb. x. 19. it is by the blood of ^efus ; fo Eph. 
iii. 12. In him we have boldnefs ^ and accefs with 
confidence^ not {landing afar off, like the people at 
the giving of the law, but drawing nigh to God 
with boldnefs; and that upon this account. The 
dread and terror of God, entered by fin. Adam « 
had not the leaft thought of hiding himfelf until 
he had finued. The guilt of fin beipg on the con- 
fcience, and this being a common notion left in the 
hearts of all, that God is a moll righteous revexi'- 
* gcr therepf ; this fills itien with dread and liorror 
at an apprehenfion of bis prefence, fearmg that he 
is come to call their, fins to remembrance. Now 
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the Lord Jefus by the facrifice and the atcmement: 
that he haih made, hath taken away this confci* 
cncc of fin; that is, a dread of revenge from Goc^ 
upQn the account of the guilt thereof. He bath 
removed the'flaying fword of the law, aikt on thar 
account gives us great boldnefe with God; difco- 
vering hiinunto us^now, no longer ^% a revengii^ 
Judge, but as a tender, merciful, and reconaled 
Father. Moreover, whereas there is on us by na- 
ture a fpirit of bondage filling us with innumerable 
tormenting fears, he takes it away, atid gives^ us the 
Spirit of . adoption, whereby we cry Mba Father^^ 
and behave ourfelves with confidence ana gracious 
boldnefs as children; for where the Sfirii rfGod 
isy there is liberty, i Cor. iii. 17. That is> a free* 
dom from all that dread and terror, which the ad« 
miniftration of the law brought with it. Now as 
there is no fin that God will more feverely revenge 
than any boldnefs that man .takes with him out of 
Chrift, fo there is no grace more acceptable to him 
than that boldnefs, which he is pleafed to aflford us 
in the blood of Jefus. There is then, 

6. But one thing more to add, and that is, that 
two cannot walk together, unlcfs ihey have the 
fame defign in hand, and aim at the fame cvd*y this 
alfo in a word, is given us in the Lord Jefus. The 
end of God is the advancement of his own glory: 
none can aim at this end, but only in the Lord Je- 
fiis. The fum of all is, that th j whole wifdom of 
our walking with God, is hid in Chrifl, and from 
him only to be obtained, as hath been manifeft by 
an enumeration of particular??. 

And fo have I brou8;ht^my firft demonftration of 
yrhat I intended imto a dofe, and manifeftcd that 
all true wifdom andknowlege is laid up in, and laid 
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Out by the Lord Jcfus; aad this by an mduftion of 
the chief particular heads of thofe things vrtiercia 
confeffedly ouf wifHom doth confiftr I have but 
oae more to add, and therein 1 fhall be brief. 

Secondlyi then I fay; this .truth will be furthei* 
mantfefted by the confideration of the infufficiency 
-and vanity of any thing elfe^ that may lay claim, 
or prei;end to a title' to witiom. 

There be two things in the world, that do.pa/i 
under this account, the one is learning or literature? 
as ikill and knowlege of arts, fcfences, tongues, with 
the knowlege of the things that are paft. 2. Pru-* 
dence and Ikilt For the management of ourfelves in 
reference to others, in civil a^irs, for publick 
gocfd, which is much the faireft flower, within the 
border of nature's garden. Now conccmiHg both 
thefe, I^lhall briefly evince, 

1. That they are utterly infufficient for the 
compaffing and obtaining of thofe particular ends^ 
whereunto they kre defrgned.. 

2. Tfeat both of themin cotgunflioti, with their 
Btmoft improvement, cannot re^ch the true general 
end of wilclom7 both which confiderations will itt 
the ,crown in the iflue upon, the head, of Jefu$ 
€hrift. And,. 

• u Begin we with the ffrft of thefe, add* that as tq^ 
the firft particular, learning itfelf, if it were all inr 
one man, is not able to compafs the particular end 
whqreto it i&defigned, which writes vanity and vex- 
iation upon the forehead thereof. 

The particular end of literature, though not 
©bferved hy many, mens eyes being'fiiced on i^lfe 
ends, V which compelb them -in- their proereft^ 
aberrare a fcopfx, is none or h?^, bur to re>nove f nie- 
part of thai curfe which is come upon us by iij;^ 
2 \ r- ,li:--n 
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LearhiDgy is the produ^ of the fouFs ftniggling 
with the curfe for fin. Adam at his firft creation, 
Was compleatly fumifhed with all that knpwlege 
(cxccptifeg only things not then in being, neither -^ 
in themfelves, nor any natural Ciiufes, as that which 
we now call tongues, and thofe things that arc the 
fubjeft of ftory) as for as it lyes in a needful tj»* 
dtncy to the utmoft end of man, which we now 
prefs aften There was no ftrcitnefs, much Icfs 
darknefs upon his underftanding, that (hould teak e 
l|im fweat for a way to improye, and make our 
thofe general conceptions of things which he had* 
For his knowl^c of nature, it is manifeft from hi» 
impofition of fuitable names to all the creaqires (the 
particular i^eafons of the moft of which to us are loft) • 
wherem from the approbation given of bis nominad** 
on of things in the fcripture, and the Tignificancy o£ 
what yet remains cifident,^ it is moft apparent, it was 
done upc^ a clear acjquaintaftce with thf ir natures^ 
Hence Plato could obferve, that he was moft wife 
that firft impofednames on things, yea had more than ' 
human wifdom. Were the wifeft man living, yea a 
general colkftion of all the wife men in the wortd»- 
to make an experiment of their Ikill and learnings - 
in giving names to all living creatures fuitable, tar 
their natures, and cxprcffiyeof their qualities, they 
would quickly perceive the lofs they have incurrecL 
Adam was made perfeft, for the whole end of rul* 
ing the creatures, and living to God for which he 
was made; which, .without the knowlege of the 
tiatun? of the one, and the will of the other, he 
could not be. All this being loft by fin, a mrki^ 
jplication of tongues alfo being brought in as a curfe 
f )r an after rebellion, the whole defi™ of learrting 
' .is but to dSintanglc the foul from this iffue of fit), 
. ' ' -,-igno- 
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ignorance^ darkneft and blindnefs U come upon 
the underftauding; acquaintance with the works^ 
of Gody ipiruual aiK) natural, are loft; ftrangenefs 
of communication is given bf multiplication of 
tongues. Tumultuatiiig of pafSons-and aflefiioas, 
with innumerable darkening prejudices, are alio 
come upon. us. To remove and take this.away^ 
to dhintangle the. mind in its reafonings, to reco- 
ver an acquaintance with the works of 6od» ta 
faB luS the foul from under the effefis <rf the curfe 
of divifion of tonj^ues, is the aim and tendency of 
literature. This is the aliquid qt0 tendit. And 
htr that hath aqy other aim in it ; paffim fequttur 
eorvum teilaque lutaque. Now, not to infift opoa 
. that vanity and vexation of fpi|it, with the innup 
Hierable evils wherewith this futerpriae is attend- 
ed, f his is that 1 only fay, it is in itfelf, no wa^ 
fufficient for the attainment of its end, which 
writes vamty upon its forehead with chara£lers not 
to be obliterated. To this parpofe, I dciire taob^ 
ferve thefe two thin^s.^ 

1 . That, the k nowlege aimed at to be recovere<t 
was given unio man in order t(> his walking witb. 
God, unto that fupernatural end whcreunto he waa 
•ppointed. For after, he 'was fumifbed with alf 
his endowments, the law of life and death was gi* 
ven to him, that he might know wherefore he re» 
Ci:ived them.. Therefore foreknowlcge in him wat 
fpi ritualized, and fanftifitd, even that knowlegc 
which he had by nature, in rcfpeft of its principle 
and end, was fpirituaL 

2. That the lofs of it, is part of that curfe which 
was inflicted on us for fin. Whatever we come 
fliort in of the ftate of the firft man in innocency, 
trhecher in lofs of good, or addidoa of evil, it i^ 
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tU of the <;urfe for fin. Bcfides, that bimdacfe» ig- ' 
norance, darkncls, dcadnci's^ whkh is every where 
afcribed to us ia the ftate of namre^ doth folly 
comprize alfo that whereof we fpeak^ 

Qq thefe two coniideratioiB tt is mod apparent^, 
that learning can no way of itfelf attain tb^ end it- 
aimeth at* For, 

1. That light which fay k is difcovered^ (which 
tiie Lord knows is very little, weak, obfcurcj hn- 
pcrfeft, uncertain, conjeftural, for a great part only 
enabling men to' quarrel with, and oppc^c one ano- 
ther, to the reproach of reafon, yet I fay,. that 
which is attained by it,) is not in the leaft meafure 
by it fpiritualized,. or brought into that Order off 
living to God, and with God; wherein at jSrft it 
by* This is wholly beyond its reach. As to thi> 
end, the apoftle affurcs ns, that the mmoft ifliie 
.that men come to, is darknefs said foJly, Rom- h 2 i^ 
22. Who knows not the profound enquiries, the 
fubiye difputations, the acute reafdning's, the ad- 
mirable difcoverics of Socrates, Plato and Ariflotle," 
and others? What, as to the purpofe in hand, did 
they attain by all their ftudies.and endeavours? 
Says the" apolUe, 'They hemme fsob. He tKat by 
general ccmfent be^rs the crown, of reputation f(» 
wifdom from them all with whom, to have lived 
was counted an ineftimable happinefs, died like a^ 
fool, facrificing a cock to iEfcnlapius. And ano* 
ther, that fefus Cbrift afme h the true light that 
Kghteth usy John i. 9:. And there is not arty that 
harh any true light, but what is immediatclv from 
him* 'After all the learning of men, ifihey have 
BOthing elfe< they, are flill natural men, and per- 
ceive not the things of God. Their light is (lill 
W darkncfe, and hpw great is that darkcefs? It is 
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the Lord Jefus alone who is anointed to open the 
eyes of the blind. Men cannot fjpiritualize a noti- 
on, nor lay it in any order, to the glorifying ol 
God. After all their endeayours, they are ftili 
blind and dark^ yea darknefs itfelf, knowing no* 
thing as they fliould. I know how the men of 
thefe attainments are apt to fay, Are we blind alfo? 
with great contempt of others; but God harh 
blafted all their pride ; Wbett; faith he, is the wife? 
'where the fcribef Sec. \ G)r. i. 20. 1 fliall not add 
whatPaul hath further cautioned us to the feem* 
ing condemning of philofophy^ as being fitted to 
make fpoil of fouls; nor what Tertullian with fpme 
other of the ancients have fpoken of it; being 
Tery confident, that it was the abufe and not the 
true ufe.and advantage of it» chat th^y oppofed» 
But. 

2. The darknefs and igttorance that it drives to 
remove, bdng come upon us as a curfe, it is not 10 
the leaft meafure, as it is a curfe, able to remove 
it or take it away. He that hath attained to the 
greatcft height of literature, yet if he hath no* 
thing elfe, if he have not Chrift, is as much under 
4he curfe of blindneis, ignorance, ilupidity, dul- 
Hefs^ as the pocwrft, fiUieft foul in the world. The 
Ciu*fe is only removed in him who was made^.m 
curfe for us. Everything tha^is penal is taken 
away only by him, on whom all our fins did meet 
in a way of puniftment, yea upon, this account. 
The more abilities the mind is furniflied withal, 
the more, it clofes with the curfe, and ftrengthens 
itfelf to aft its enmity againft God. All that it re* 
eeivcs doih but help it to fet up high thoughts and 
imaginations againft the Lord ChrifL So that this 

kuo\»> 
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^ inawlcge comes fliort of what in particular it is de* 
figaed unto» ^id therefore cannoc be that ibltd wif^ 
dom we are enquiring after. 
, There be fundry CM:her things whereby, it were 
cafy to blur the countenance of this wi(dom, ^uid 
from its intricacy, difikdlty, uncertainty, unfatis- 
fa<aorinefs, betraying its followers into that whicht 
ihey moft profefs to avoid, blindnefs and folly, to 
write Tipon ip. vanity and vexation of fpirit, 1 hope 
I (hall not need to add any thing to clear myfeJf for 
not giving a due efteem and rcfpeft unto literature, 
my intendment being only to caft it down at the* 
feet of Jefus Chrift, ^d'ta fct the crown upon 
his head. . 

2. Neither can the fccond part df the Gholceft: 
wifdom out of Chrift attain the peculiar end where- 
unto it is appointed; and that is prudence in the 
management cf civil a&irs, than wWdi no periftung 
thing is mote glorious,, nothing more ufeful for the 
eommon good of human kind. Now the immediate 
, end of this prudence is to keep thjs rational world 
in bounds and order^ to draw circles abotit the fons 
of men, and ta keep them from paffing their plot- 
ted bounds a^d licqits, to the mutual difturbance 
and deftrtKEiicm of each other. All manner di 
trouble afid difturbance arifcth from irregularity} 
one nuto breaking m upon the rights, ulages^ in- 
terefts,' relations of another, fets this world at va- 
riance. The fum and aim of aU wifdom below i^ 
to caufe all things to move in their proper fphere,^ 
whereby it would be impofllbk tb^re ftiovld be any 
interfering, than is in the celeftial orbs,, notwith'- 
ftanding all their divers and various motions; ta 
keep all to their awn aiotments, within the compa& 
- of 
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of the lines that are fallen unto them, i§ the fpeciai 
end of this wifdom. /^ 

Now it will be a very eafy tafl^to demonftratr,. 
that all civil prudence, whatever, (befides the vex- 
ation of its attainment, and lofs being attained) is 
noway able, to compais this end. The prefent 
condition . of affairs throughout the world, as alfo 
that of former ages, will abundantly tertify it, but 
I {hall further difcover the vanity of it for this end, 
itt fooiefewobfervations; and the 

1. Firftis, TThat through therighteous judgment 
of God lopping off the top flowers of the pride of 
men, it frequently comes to pafs, that thofe who 
are furnifhed with the greateft abilities in this kind^ ,. 
,do lay them out to a dirtsft contrary end, unto that . 
which is their proper natural tendency and aim, 
from whom, for the moft part, are all the commo* 
tions,'m the worid; the breaking up of bounds, 
fetting the whole frame of nature on fine; isit not 
from fuch men as thefe? Were not men fo wife, 
the world perhaps would be more quiet, when the 
€;nd of wifdora is to keep it in c iietnefs. This 
feems to be a curfe that God hath fpread upon the 
v^lfdom of the world in the moft in whom it is, that 

it fliall be employed in direft oppoiition to its pro- 
per end. 

2. That God hath made this a conftant path to- 
•wards the advancement of hk own glory; even to 
leatven the wifdom and the councils of the wif^ft of 
the fpns of men, with folly and madnefs, that they 
fcall in the depth of their policy advife things for 
the^compaffing of the ends they do ^ropofe, as un- 
fuitable as any thing that could proceed out of the 
mouth of a child or a fool, and as direflly tending 
to their own difappointment and ruin as any thing 

/ that 
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ttiac could be iavented againft them. H? deftroys 
the wifdom of the wife^ and brings to nothing the 
undprftandingoftheprudBnt^ i Cor. i. 19, This he 
largely defcribes, Ifa.xix. 1 1, 12, 13,^4. druakm- 
jCLtk and ftaggering is the iffuc of aH their wifdom: 
and that upcm this account, the Lord gives them 
the fpirit of giddinefs. So alfo, Job v, 12, 13, 
14. They meet with darknefs in the day-time-: 
when all thiugs feem clear about them, and a man 
would wonder hdw men (hould mifs their way, then - 
'will God make it darknefs :o fuch as thefe; fo^ 
PiaL xxxiii. 10. Hence God as it were fets them at 
work, aad' undertakes their difappointmeift, Ifa. 
Tiii. 9 y 10. Go about your councils^ faith the Lord; 
and I will take order that it fhall come to nought. 
And, Pfal. ii, 3, 4. When men are deep at their 
plots and contrivances, God is faid to have them 
in derifion, to laugh them to fcorn ; feeing the poor - 
worms induftrioufly working out their own ruin. 
Never was this made more clear, than in the days 
wherein we live; fcarcely have any wife mec been . 
brought to deftruition but it hath evidently been 
through their own folly : neither hath the wifeft 
counfel of raoft, been one jot better than madnffs. 
3. That this wifdom which ftiould tend to uni- 
verfal quietnefs, hath almoft conftantly given uni* 
verfal diftjuief nefs unto themfelves, in whom it hath 
been moft eminent. In much wifdom is much grief, . 
^clef. i. 18. And in theiffue, fome of them have 
*made away with themfelves, as Ahithophel, and 
the moft of them have been violently difpatched by 
others. There is indeed no end of the folly of this 
wfdom. The great men of the. world carry aWajr ' 
the reputation of it ; really it is found in few of them. 
They are for the moft part common evente, where- 
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sGBtothey contribute not the Icaft mite, which, are ^ 
^afcribed to their care, tigilancy and forefight. 
Mean men that have .learned to adore what is above 
them, reverence the meetings and conferences of 
thofe who are m grcatnefs and efteem- Their 
weaknefs and folly is little known; where this 
wifdom hath been raoft eminent, it hath dwelt fo 
<iok upon the borders of Atheifra, been attended 
with fuch faHenefs andinjuftice, that it hath made 

\ its poffeffors wicked and infamous. 

1 (hall not need to give any more inftances to 
manifeft the infufficiency of this wifdom for the 
attaining of its own pep uliar, and immediate end. 
This is the vanity of any thing whatever, that it 
comes ftiort of the mark it is direfted unto; it is, 
fiir then from being true and folid wifdcfm, feeing 
%m the fore-head^thereof you may read difappoint- 
ment. . * ^ 

And this is the firft reafon why true wifdom can- 
not confiil in either of thefe, becaufe they come 

. Ihorj even of the particular and immediate ends 
they aim at. But, 

2. Both thefe in conjunftion, with their utmoft 
improvement, are not able to reach the true gene- 
ral end of wifdom. This affertion alfo falleth un- 
der an eafy demonftration ; and it were a facil 
thing to difcover their difab^lity and unfuitablencfs 
for the true end of wVdom : but it is fo profeifedly 
done by him who had the largeft portion of both 
of any of the fons of men (Solomon in his preacher) 
that I fhall not any further infift upon it. 

To draw then unto a clofe; if true and folid 
wifdom is not in the leaft to be found araongft thefe, 
if the pearl be not hid in this feild, if thefe two 
are but vanity and difappointmenti it caimot but 
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be to no purpofe to fcek for it iu any thing elfe ' 
below, thefc being amongft them incomparably the 
moft excellent, and therefore with one accord let 
us fet the crown of this wifdom on the Ivead of 
the Lord Jefus. 

" Let the reader then, in a few wgrds take ^ view 
of \h^ tendi^ncy of this whole-digrdTion. To draw • 
our hearts to the more cheerful entertainmefit of^ 
and delight in the Lord Jefus, is the aim thereof. 
If all wifdom be laid up in him, and by an intereft 
in him only to be attained ; if all things beflde him 
and without him, that lay claim thereto, are folly 
and vanity, Jet them that would be wife learn 
,vhere to reppfe their fopls* 

C H A P. IV- 



Of communion with Chrift in a conjugal relation in 
^'^fp^^. 2/^ CQfifecjU^ntial affeStims. His delight in 
hisfaintiJirftinJiJledonylh.\xAU:$^ Cant. iii. ii. 
Prov. viii. 21^ Injlance. of ChriJV $ delight\in bc" 
lieverSs lie reveals his whole heart to tbem^ John 
'XV, 14^ 1$, Himfilff I John xiv, 2 if His kingdom 
enables them to communicate their mind to him, . 
giving them^ ajfiftancie^ a waj^ boldnefsy Rom, viii. 
*26, 2 7- The faints delight tn Chrijl, this mani- 
fefledy Cant ii. y.cbap. yiiL ,6. chap.Jii; i, 2, 3^ 
4, 5. openedy Their delight in his fervants and^ 
ordinances of worpip for bis fake^ 

THE cbmmunipn begun^ as before declared, 
between Chrift and th? foul, is in the next, 
place carried bn by fuitableconfeqpcntial ajfe6lipns ; 
affeftioiis fuiting TucH a relation. " Chrift having 

' given 
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given hhnfelf to the foul, loves the foul; and the 
foul hayteg given itfelf unto Chrift, lovetb him al- 
fo. Chrift loves his own, yea he loves them to the 
endy John xiii. i and rhe ftiiits they love Chrift^ 
they lorve the Jjord^efus Chriji injincerityy Eph. the 

M. I ; ^ ^ ; 

Now the love of Chrift wherewith he fdHd\ys 
his faints, confifts in thefe four things, ^ ^ - 

I. Delight. 2. Valuation.- 3. Pity or eompaif- 
fion. 4. Bounty. • 

The love alfoof the faints unto^Cbrift may be 
referred to thefe four heads; 

I. Delight. 2. Valuation. 3. Chaftrty, 4. Duty. 

Two 6f thefe, are of tire fame kind; and twa 
diflinfl:: as is reqi]!redin this relation, wherein all 
things ft^and not on equal terms^ 

I. The firft thing on rhe part of Chrift is de- 
lightj delight is th&flowing of love and joy : the rcil 
and complacence of the mind, in a fuitable defire* 
able good emoyed. Now Chrift delights exceed- 
ingly in his (aipts; As the bridegroom rejoiceth over 
the bride, fd /hall thy God rejoice over thee^ Ifa. 4W.^J?' 
.5. Henee he calleth the day of his efpoufals, the 
5ay of xhc gladnefsof his heart. Cant. iii. 1 1. it is 
& nown that ufually this is the nioft imiBijced delight, • 
that the fpns of men are in their pilgrimage made ' 
partakers of. The delight of the Bridegroom in 
the day of his efpoufals is rhe height of what an ex- 
preiEon of delight can be carried onto. This is \ti * 
Ghrift anfwerable to the relation he takes us into» 
His heart is glad in us, without forrow. And e- 
>ery day whilft we live is his wedding da^^ It \% 
faid of hifn, Zeph. iii. 17. The Lord thy God in the 
midjl of thee (that is dwelling ambngft us taking 
-€>ur nature, John I 14;) is' mighty ^ hewillfave, he 
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^/// rejoice over thee with joy, be will reft in bis 
iove^ he will joy over ihne withjinging: wjiich is a- 
full defcriptioo of delight in all the parts of k; joy^ 
and exaltation, reft and complacence. / rejoiced^ 
faid he, i« the habitable parts of the earthy and my 
delights were with the Jims of tmn^ Prov. viii. 3 1^ 
The thoughts of communion witn the fairts, were 
the joy of his heart from eternity. On the cooi- 
paft and agreement that was between his Father and 
hun, that he ftiould divide a portion with the ftrong^ 
and fav.e a remnant for his inheritance,, his foul re- 
joiced in the thoughts of that pleafurcand delight^- 
which he would take in them, when. he fhould ac- 
tually take them into communbn with himfelf... 
Therefore in the proceeding verfe it fs did he wa& 
by him as one brought ep with him, the 70 ren- 
der xtarmozoufuy and the Latin with moft other tranf- . 
1 at ionL\ cunila comtonmSy or dijponens. The word ta- 
ken* ai^tivelyrignities him whom another takes int©. 
Ms care to breed up, and difpofeth^of things for h\%, 
advantage: fo dki Chrift take us then into hjscarc 
^ooj rejoiced in the thoughts of the execution of 
'liis' truft. Concerning them he faith, here will J 
dwell, and here will I make my habitation for ever. 
For, them hath he chofen for his temple and hi«: 
' cfwelling-place, becaufe he delighteth in thenu 
This makes him take them fo nigh himfelf in eve- 
ry relation. As he is God, they are his temple.^ 
As he is a King, they are his fubje<fls; he is the 
. "King of faints; as he is a Head, they are his body^ 
he is the Head of the church ; as he is a Firft-bora 
he makes them his brethren. He is not a/tamed to 
call them brethren. > 

I (hall choofe.out one particular from ambng laa- 
ny as an inftance for the proof of this thing : and 
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fhatisthis, Ch rift revels his fecrets, his mind unto 
his faints, and enabfes than fo rewaf the fecrets of 
their hearrs^ to^ hirm^ An evident demonftration of 
great delight; It ^vas Sarapfon^s carnal delight in 
Dalibh, that prevailed' with him to reveal unto her 
fhofc things 'whjih were of greateft concernment: 
nnto him; he- will not hide hi$ mind; from her^ 

' though it Goft hiin his life. It iS only a bofora friend^ 
Bnto whonrwewifl urtbofom outfelres*:- Neither 
is thei'e poffible a greater evidence of delight m 
clofc communion; than this, tliat one will reveifl hi^ 
heart utfto him whom he* takes into fociety,, ancf. 

not entertain him- with things common and vulgar- 
lykno^Ti; Atidrhercfore hav^Iehoofe thisihftahce:, 
from amongft a thoufknd* rhar might be given of 
this jd'eiighr of Ghrift in^ his faiiffe.. * 

He then communicates Hfs miiid'ttritofils faints;, 
ancluotO' them only; his mind, the Councel of his^ 
Ibve, the thoughts of his heart, tli'e puf pofes of hisi 
bofora for our' eternal good- His mind,, the Ways- 
©f his grace; the workings of his Spirir,, the"rule> 
of his fceptrc, and'the obedience of his gofpel^- All?, 
:^irjf aal Pevelktton is by Cftrift. Me is the'thie tight' 
that lightneth every .man that ctmieth intt iikworldU . 
John it 9. He is the Day-fpcing^ the Day-ffar, andl 
rfie Sun. So" that it is impofTiblt apy light (houEl 
be but by him^ from hiln it is; that the j^crer of 
M? Lard is ^th them that fear him^ and^hefl^&ms* 
iijem^ his ciwenanfy PfalitJ^v; i^> as he expreffes it;: 
at large, John xv. 14, 15. Te arem^ friendi-if yer 
Joixjkatfoe^rlcommand^ytfur Bertcvfarth^ Fcaflyom 
not fervantSyi for fhe fervant^ knoweth nt^wHuf^hi's^ 
hrd doih^ butt have xcdkdyvufriej^di; for alVtfnngs^ 
that I have he^trd <f my Father^ JP htrve^^made^ , 
in&uxn. imto yoic.^ He makss "theni.aji liisrfriend^'J 
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and ufeth them ds friends, as.bofom friends, in 
\rhoni he is delighted. He niakes known all his. 
mind unto ihcih, every thin^ that his Father hatlv 
committed to him as Mediator, to he revealed, Afta. 
XX. 2^. And the.apoftle dedar-esf how this is done>, 
I G>r. ii. xo, 1 1. He hath reveabd thefe things ia^ 
us by his Spirityfor ws have recJwed him that we- 
might know the things that are freely given Us of 
God. He fends us his Spirit, as he promifed^ to- 
make known his mind unto, his faints, and to lead 
thera unto all' truth; and thence thie apoftle cqii-^ 
Irludes, We have known the mrndofChrift^ ver. \6^ 
for he ufeth us as friends, and dedateth it unto us^ 
. John K i3. There is not any thing in the heartof" 
Chrift wherein thefe his friends* are concerned;, 
that he doth not reveal to them. All his love, hisr 
good will, the fecrets of his covenant, the paths o^ 
obedience, the miftery of faith is toldthem* 

And all this is fpoken in oppofitioarto unbeliev- 
efs, with whom he hath no^ communion; Thefq- 
know nothing of the mind of Chrift as they ought;; 
The naiurdl man receiveth not the things ti)at are of 
God^ I Cor. ii. i^. There is a wide difference be- 
tween underftahdmg the doftrine of the fcripture 
as in the letter, and » true knowing the mind of 
Chrift. This we have by fpecial uaaftion from Chrift,. 
I John ii. 24. We have an unSlion from the hoi ji. 
oney^ an3 we know ali things^ i. John v. laft. 

Now the things which jn this communion Chrift 
reveals tb them that he delights in, may be refer- 
red to thefe two heads, i. Himfelf. 2. His^ 
kingdom. ' 

•J. Htmfelf, John xiv. 21. He that love th me^ 
fJmll be loved of my Father ; and I will Jove him^ 

- and 
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and will manifijl myfilfuni^ him;, manifeft myfel£ 
m all my grac^s,^ d^ireablene& aad lov^linefs \ he 
(tiall know me as I am» and iiich I will be unto 
him, a Saviour^, a Redeamer, the chiefeil of ten^ 
thoufand. He ihall be acquainted with the true 
worth and value of the pearl of price; let others 
look upon him as having neither form nor omeK^ 
Befs, as no way defireable, lie will maiiifeft him- 
self and hi& excellencies unto tUem m whcMn he is 
'delighted that they fliall fee him altogether love* 
ly. He will vail hirofclf toall the world; but, the 
feints witb open f^ce fhall behold his beauty^ and' 
his glory, and fo be tranflated to the image of tJjt^ 
fame glory, as by. the Spirit' ofthejjordy 2 Cor. iif' 
H.. • 

2, fXIs kingdom, they fhall be acquainted with 
the goverament of his Spirit in their heartSj as alfo* 
with his rule, and the adrainiftratjon of authority 
la his woini, and among his churches.. 

1. Thus, in the firft place doth he manifeft his 
delight in his faints, he Gommunicates his f^crets 
unta i^em; He gives them to- know his perfon,. 
ftis excellencies,, his grace, his love, his kingdom, 
hiswill* the riches of his goodnefs, and the bdwels 
9f his mercy more and more,, when the world fhalfc 
neither fee- nor know any fuch. thing, 

2, He enables his faints to communicate thei? 
Uiindi to, reveal their fouFa unto him, that fo they 
may walk'together as intimate friends; Ghrift knows 
the mind of all. He knows what is in.man^ an^d 
needs not that any man teflify of bim^ ]ohn \L 25, 
fiefearcheth the hearts and trieth the reins ^j^alK 
Rev. if, 2 3. But all know not how to eomm\^<fate 
their i^ind to Chrift. k will not avail a man at 
all, that Chriil kaow$ his mind}, fgr fo he doth of 

n \ ever 
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every one whether he wHl or tiof but that a mait 
can make his heart fcnown- tinto QkvAy this » con* 
folation. Hefice the prayers of the faints are m*^ 
.cenfe, odours^ and thofe of others are howfeg, 
cutting off a dbgV neck, (Bering of fwines bbocf^ 
an abommation unto the Lord. Now three things 
arc required to enabk a man to? comtQuiucatt his^ 
heart unto the Lord Jefus, , . 

1. Affiftance for the work, for of ourfelves we 
cannot do it. And this the faints have by the 
fpirit of Jefiis, Rom. vhl; 2i^ 27. Uiewije the 
Spirit helpeth ourinJS^rmities^ for nm kntmrmt what : 
ive jfhuld pray for as VJe oughts but the Spirit itfelf 

' mahth ir^ercejjtmyforus .wHhTmining^ thap cannot\ 
be uttered. And he that fear cheth the hearts know^ 
9th what is the mind of the Spirit , becaufeMemak^ 
eth intercejfton for thefatntSy according ta the wiW 
%f God^ All endeavours, all attempts for commu-* 
nipttwkh God, without the fupplies of theSpin>/ 
of fupplications, w:Hhont his effeflutll working in. 
the heart, i* cif no value nor tixany purpofe. And 
this^opening of our hearts and boforas to the Lord: 
Jefus is tlwit whereffilie. is exceedingly delightedi. 
Hence is that affecftonate call of Ws unto us, to be 
treating with him on this account, chap, ii. 14, O 
my Dove that art, in the ferret places ofthefiairp^ 
kt me fee thy countenance^ let me hear thy voice^fot- 
Jweet is thv voice anct thy countenance is coni^lyi 
When tl:^ foul on any account, k driven to. hide it* 
felf, in any negleSed condition,, in the moftimlikely 
piace of ab(xie^ thep doth he call for this communis 
cation of itfelf by prayer to him, for which he g^vc» 
die affiftance of the Spirit mentioned: . ^ 

2, A way whereby to approach untQ God' witft ^ 
CHiF ddjjres.^ Thi$ alfo we have by him providdl 
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for us, Joiin xi?. 5, 6. Thomas faith unto ^efuSy, 
Lord we krmu n$t whether thou goeft^ and how can 
we know the way? ^efusfahh unto him^ lam the 
way^ no mancom^h unto t^ Father but by me. That 
way which we had of going unto God at oui;creati- 
OD, is quite ftiut wp by fin. The fword of the hvt. 
which hath fire put into it by fin, turns every way 
to ftop all paflages unto conimunion whh.God. 
. Jefus Chrift h^th con/ecrated a new and living way 9, 
for the feints, through the vaily that is -to Jay the 
fiejhy Heb. x. 20. He hath confecrated arid fet it 
apart, for belivers, and for them alone. Othersi^ 
pretend to go to God with their prayers, but they 
cocbe not nigh him. How can they poffibly come 
to the end, who go not in the way I Chrift only is 
the way to the throne of grace,, none comes to God 
but by him. By Jnni we have an accefs in one Spi^ 
rit unto the Father^ Eph. ii. 1 8. Thefe two things, 
ihcn th€ fa*nti have for the opening of their hearts^ 
at the throne of grace, affiftance and a way. The 
ailiftance of the JSpirit, without which they are no- 
.thing, and the ,way of.Chrifl's mediation, without 
which <3od i« not to be approached unto. 

3. Boldnefe to go unto God, The voice oi fii^ 
ners in themfelves, if once acquainted with the 
terror of the Lord is, Who among ft us Jhalt dweU 
with ihe devDuringJiref whoamtmgft us /hallinha'^ 
kit with everlaftihg burnmgs? Ka. xxxiii. 1.4. And 
no marvel; ibanie andjremWing before God are the 
proper ijHTues of fin. God will revenge that camaj, 
. atheiftical botlnefe which finders out of Chriil do 
wfe towards him. But we have now, bpMnefs to 
enter into the Holieft by the blood of ^efus : by a fiew 
and living way which he hath confecrated for us 
through th^ vaiU thatis tofayjjhflii/b, and having 
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m high Trie ft over the houfe ofGod^ ^e may draw 
near with a true heart in full affurance of faith^ 
Heb. X. 9, 20. The truth is, fiich is the glory 
and terror of the Lord, foch the infinite perfeftion 
of bis holinefs, that on clear light of ir, it will make 
the foul conclude, that of its felf, it cannot ferre 
' him, nor will it be to toy advantage, but add to 
the fiercenefs of his deftruftion, once to draw mgh 
to him. It is m Chrift alone, and on the account 
alone of his oblation and interceffion, that we have 
any boldnefs to approach unto him. And thcfe 
three advantages have the faints of communicating 
their minds unto the Lord Chrift, which he hath 
provided for them becaufe he delights in tliem. 

To touch a litrFeJ>y the ^vay, becaufe this is of 
great importance, I will inftatwre in one oS. thefe, 
as I might in every one, that you may fee the 
difference between a (prritual revealing of our mincfs: 
unto Chrift, in this acceptable manner, and that 
praying up6n cojjviflion^ which others pra<5iice'; 
and this Ihall be from the firft, vi2. the affiftancc 
we have by the Spirit. ■ 

i;.The Spirk of Chrift reveals to us our own 
w^nts, that we may reveal them unto him, we know 
not what, Rom. vili. 26. no teachings under thofe 
of the Spirit of God are ,able to make our fouts 
acquainted with their own wiants, rts burdens, its 
temptations. For a foul to know its wants, its in- 
firmities, is a heavenly difcovery. He that hath 
-this afliftance, bis prayer is more then half made 
before he begins to pray. His confcience is affec-- 
ted with what be hath to do: his miirf and fpirit 
contend withi^n him, there efpecially where* he ftnd^ 
himfelf moft ftreightn,ed^ He brings his .bardeiT 
©n his fliQulders,. and unloads himfelf on the.Lord 
- PoooiChrift^. 
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Chrifb He fincjs not by a perplexing cottVidion, 
but an holy fenfe and wearinefs of fia where ht is. 
dead, where duU and cold, wherein unbelieving;, 
\eherei;i tempted above all his ftrength, where the 
light af Gods countenance is wanting. And all 
ibefe the foul hath a fcnfe of^ by thie Spirit, an 
unexprefllble fcnfe and experience. Without this, 
pjrayer is not prayer; - meins voices may be h^ard 
but they fpeak not in their hearts. Senfe of want, . 
is the fpring of defire: natural of natural; fpiritual 
offpiritual. . Without this fenfe givtjQ by the Ho- 
ly Ghoft, their is nj^ther defire nor prayer. • ^ 

2. The expreifions, or the words of fiKh per- 
fons, come exceeding fiiort of the labouring of 
their hearts; and therefore in, and after their fup- 
plicaibns, /i6^ Spirit makes intercejjion with ^ghs 
and groans that cannot be uttered. Some mens 
words go exceedingly beyond their hearts; Did 
their fpirits coiTve np to their exprefEons, it were 
well. He that hath this affiftance, can provide no 
cloathing that is large and broad ehough to fet forth 
the defu-es of his heart;: and therefore in thedofe 
of his bed and moft fervent fupplications, fuch a 
perfon finds a double diflatisfaftioh in them. Firft^ 
that they are not a righreouiuefs to be refted on; 
that if God {houU mark what is in ihem amifs, 
they could not abidethe trial. Secondly^ That his 
heart in them is not powered out, nor delivered in 
any portion to the holy defires and labourings that 
Mrere conceived therein; 'though they may in Chrift 
have great refrefiiment by them. The more they 
fpeak, the more they find they have left unlpoken.^ 

. 3. The interceflion of the faints thus aBifted, 
is according to the mind of God; that is, they are 
guided by die Spirit to make requefts for thofe things 
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onto God, which it is his will they fliould defir^: 
which he knows to be good for themi ufeful and 
fuitable to thetn, in the condition wherein they were. 
There are many ways, whereby we may know when 
we make our fupplicatioiis according to the will of 
God : I (hall inflance only in one; , that is, when 
we do ft according co the promife When 6ur pray- 
ers are regulated by the promife, we make them 
iiccording to the will of Gkxi, fo David, Pfal. cxix. 
49. Remember the words wherein thou haft caufed 
me to fut my trufl. He prays, and regulates his de- 
fire by the word of promifey. wherein he had trail- 
ed. . But yet, men may aik that which is in the pro- 
roife. and yet not have their prayersf regulated by 
the proraife; they may pray for what is in the pro- 
imfe, but not as iris in thepromife, fo James fays, 
Jofiieafk dndreceivenotyhecaufe they ajk amifs^tofpend 
it on their luftsy Chap* iv, ^. though the things 
which God would have us alkj be requefted, yet 
if not according as he would have us Ao it, we- aflc 
amifs. 

Two things are required^ that we may pray for 
the things in'the prdmife, as they are- in the pro- 
mife. 

u That we look upon them as promifed, and 
promife4 in Chrift; that is, that ail the reafon wc 
have, wlience we hope for attaining the things ^e 
aflc for, is from the mediation and purchafe of Chrift, 
in whom all the promifes are yea and amen. This 
it is, to aflc the Father in Chrift'sname; God as a_ 
Father, the sFountain, and Chrift as the procurer . 
of them, 

2. That we aflc for them for the end of the pro- 
mife. not to fpend on our luft, when wc aflc pardon: 
for fin. With fecr^ referves in our hearts to conti- 
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Hue in fin, we afk the choiceft mtsrcy of the cove- 
nant, to fpead it on our lufts. The end of the pro- 
mife the apoftle tells us, 2 Cor. jii, i» Having thoji 
fromifes^ let us chanfe our/elves from all pollutbn of 
fkfh andfpirit, perfe6lingholinefs in the par of God. 
When we afk what is in the promife, as it is in the 
-promife, to this end of the promife, oui; fupplicati- 
ons are according to the will of God. And this is 
th4firft conjugal affeftion that Chrift exercifeth to- 
wards believers; he <iclights in them; which that 
he doth is evident, as upon other confiderations in- 
numerable, fo from the inftancc given. ' 
In return hereunto, for the carrying oh of the 
Gommunion between them, the faints delight in 
Ghrift, he is their joy, their crown, their rejoicings 
their lifcj food> health, ftrength, defire, righte- 
oufnefs, falvarion, bleffednefs; without him'thef 
have nothing, in him they find all things, GaL vi. 
14. God forbid that I fhould rejoice ^fave in the trofs 
if Chrift. He hatb from the foundation of the WG^rld, 
been the hopes, expeftation, defire, and delight of 
all believers. The promife of hifn was all, (and it 
was ciK)ugh) that God gave Adam in his unexpref- 
fible diftrefs, to relieve and comfort him. Gen. iii. • 
^5- Eve perhaps fuppofed that the proraifed it^ 
had been born in her firfl: bom, when (he faid, / 
have gotten a man from the Lord^ fo mofl properly 
denoting the fourth cafe; and this was the matter 
of her joy. Gen. iv. ), Lamech having Noah given 
to him as a type of Chrifl:, and falvation by' him, 
cries out. This fame /hall comfort us concerning our , 
worky and the toil of our hands ^ becaufe of the ground 
which the Lord hath curfed^ Gen. v. 29. he rejoices 
in him who was to take away the curfe, by .being 
made a curfe for us, When Abraham was itithe 
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height of his glory, returning from the conqueft 
of the kings of the eaft, that came againft the con- 
federate kings of ttie vale of Sodom, God appears 
to hun with a glorious promife. Gen. xv. i . Fear 
not Abrahaniy I am thy Jhield^ dnd^ thy exceeding 

freat reward What now coutd his foul more de- 
re ? alas ! he cries, as Reuben afterwards upon the 
lofs of Jofeph, the child is not, and whether fhall 
I go? ver. 2. LordGiki whatjhalt thou giveincj 
feeing I go childlefs? Thou haft promifed, that in 
my fted ihall all the earth be blcffed, if 1 have not 
that feed, ah! what will all other things do me 
good? Thence it is faid that he rejoiced to fee the 
day ofChrift; hefam it and was glad^ John viii. . 
56. the thoughts of the coming of Chrift,^ which 
he looked on at flie diftance of 2000 years, was 
the joy and delight of his heart, Jacob bleffing 
liis ions, lifted up his fpirit when he comes to Juda, 
in whom he confidered the Shilo to come. Gen. 
xlix. 8, 9, and a little after, wearied with the fore- 
fight and confideration of the diftreffes of his po- 
fterityi this he diverts to for his relief, as that great 
delight of his foUl, I have waited for thyfalvation 
O God: for him who was to be the falvation of his 
people. But it would be endlefs to inftance in par- 
ticulars; old Simeon fams up the whole: Chrift, is 
tJod's falvation, and Ifrael's glory : Luke ii. 30, 3 1. 
and whatever was called the glory of old,, it was ei- 
ther hi'mfelf, or a type of him. The glory of man 
is th^ir delight. Hence Hag. ii. 7- he is called the 
defire of all nation^y him whom their foul loves and 
delights in, delire, and long after. So is the faints 
delight in him made a defcription.of him by way of 
cmiiKjnce, Mai. iii. i. The Lord whom ye fei^ Jball 
fudd^ily come to his temple^ even the Mejfenger of the 
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covenant whom yf delight in. He whom ye feek, 
whom you delight in, is the defcription of Chrift; 
he is their delight and defircabte one, die perfou 
of their defire» To fix on fomcihing in parti- 
cular, ' . 

In that pattern of communion with Jefus Chrifi, 
\yhich we have in the Camicles, this is abundantly 
•infifled.on. The fpoufe tells us, that (he fits down 
under hjs ftiadow with great delight^ chap. ii. 3. and 
this delight to be vigorous and aflive, Ihe manifefts 
feveral ways, wherein we (hould labour to find our 
hearts in like manner towards him. 

i. By her exceeding great care to keep his com- 
pany and foci'ety, when once fhe had obtained it, 
chap. ii. 7. / charge you^ O ye daughters of ^erufa-' 
Jertiy by the roes ^ and by the hinds of the fie td^ that 
yefiir not np^ nor awake my-B^lm)ed until he pleafe. 
Having obtained fweet communion with Chrift, de- 
fcribed in the verfes foregoing, of which befpre, 
here ftie expreffech her delight in it, and defire of 
: the continuance of it: and therefore following on 
the ^llufion formerly mfifted on, flie fpeaks as one 
would do to her companion, that had reft with one 
flie loved : 1 charge you by all that is dear to you, 
V>y che things you raoft delight in, which amocrg the 
creatures arq moft lovely, all the pleafant and de- 
ftreable things that you can think of, that you dif- 
turb him not. The fum of her aim and defire is, 
that nothing may fall out, nothing of fin of provo^ 
cation happenthat may occafion Chrift to depart from 
her, or to remove, from that difpenfation whereia 
he feenied to rake that reft m her. Oflir him not 
up until hepkaje. When 0tice the foul of a believer 
hath obtainedTweet and r^eai communion with Chrift, 
it looks about him, watcheth all temptations, all ways 
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whereby fin might approach, to diflurb him in his 
enjoyment of his dear Lord and Sairiour, his reft and 
defirc. How doth it charge itfelf, not to (snit any 
thing, not to do any thing, that may interrupt the 
communion obtained. And becaufe the common 
entrance of temptations, which tend to the diftur- 
bance of that reft and complaceifcy which Chrift 
takes in the foul, is from delightful diverfions f roi» 
aftual communion with him, therefore is defire 
ftrongand ^ftive,that the companions of fuch a foul, 
t-hofe with whom it doth converfe, would not by 
their propofals or alurements, divert it into any 
fuch frame, as Chrift cannot delight, nor reft in. 

>^ A believer that hath gotten Chrift in his arms, is 
like one that hath found great fpoils, or a pearl of 
price. He looks about him every way, and fears 

; every thingj^ that may deprive bimof it. Riches 
make meif watchful; and the aftual ienfible pofTefli- 
bn.of him, in whom are'all the riches and treafure 
©f God, will inake men look about them for the 

* keeping of him. The line of choifeft communion^ 
is aline of the greateft fpiritual folicitoufnefe : care- 
lefnefs, in the enjoyment of Chrift pretended, is a . 
manifeft evidence of a falfe heart. 

2. The fpoufe manifefts her delight in him, hf 
her utmoft impatience of his abfence, with defires 
ftill of nearer communion with him, chap. viii. 6. 
Set me as a feat upon thine hearty as afeal upon thine 
army for love isflrong as deaths jealoufy is cruel as 
the grave J the coals thereof are coah offirey which 
bath a moft vehernentfhme. The allufion is^ doubt- 
lefs from tihe high prieft of the Jews, in his fpirit- 
ual reprefentation of the church before God. He 
had a breaft-plate which' he- is faid to wdar on his 
heart, Exod. xxviii. 29* wltercin the names of the 

children 
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childreu of Ifrael were ingraviij^after the manner of 
fcals or figncts, and he bare theu^ for a memorial be- 
fore the Lord. He had;^$hg- Ijke alfo upon his 
ftioulderj or on hisarm's^ vcr. it, 12. bothrepre- 
fi^nting the prieil-hoodof Chrift, -who bears the 
n^es of all . his, before his Father, in the holieft 
of holies, Heb, ix. 24. nc^ the £^1 6n the heart, 
is near, inward, \_ tender, love^^ and care, which gives 
aa-impreffion and image bnthS heart dF the thing 
fo loved. Set me, faith the fpoule, as a feal upon v 
thine heart; let me be conftantly fixe(i in thy mpft 
, tender and afFeftionate love; let me always have a 
place in thine heart, let me have an engraving, a 
ir/ighty impreffion of love upon thine hearty that 
ftiall never be obliterated. The foul is never fatis- 
fied with thoughts of Chtift's love to it. Oh that 
it were more, that it were more, that I were as a' 
feal on his heart, is its language. The foul knows 
indeed on ferious thoughts, t$at the love of Chrift: 
is inconceivable, and cannot be increafed, but it 
wpuld fain work up its fetf 10 an appreheafion of 
it^ and therefore (he adds, here, fet tee 2k%zfeal u- 
pon thine arm; the heart is the fountain, buf clofe 
and hidden; the arm is mafiifeftation and poWen 
Let,, faith thefpoufe, thy love be manifefted tome 
in thy tender and powerful perfuafioq of me. Two 
things arcevident in this requeft ; the ccxitinual 
mindfulriefs of Chrift of the foul, as having its con- 
dition ftiU in his eye, engraven on his arm, I6.xlix. 
15,16.. with the exalting of his povvcr for the pre- 
fervatbn of it, fuitable to the love of his heart un^ 
to it, and the manifeftation of the hidden love and 
care of the heart oi ChrHl, unto the fbuf, being'' 
made vifible oa his arm, or evident by the fruits c^ 
it. This is that which fhe would be aflurcd of; 
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and without a fenfe vficrcof, there is no reft to be 
obtained. 

The reafon flic gives of this earneftnefs in bcr 
fupplications, , is that" which principally evinces her 
delight in hinu Love is jlrong as deaths jealoufy is 
cruel as thegrave^ or hard as helL This is the in- 
tendment of what is fo loftily fet out by fo many 
metaphors in this and the following verfe. I am 
not able to bear the Vorkings of niy love to thee; 
unlefs Iniay always have fociety and fellowfhip with 
thee; there is no fatisfying of my lot^e without it, 
is it as the grave that ftill fays give, give. Death . 
is not fatisfied without its prey, if it iiave not all, 
. it hath nothing, let what will happen, if death hath 
not its whole defirfe it hath nothing at alL Nor can 
it be withftood in its appointed feafon. No ranfom 
will be taken. So is my love, if I have thee not 
wholly, I have nothing, nor can ^U the world bribe 
it to a diverfion: it will be no more turned afidc 
than, death in its time. Alfo I am not able to bear 
my jealous thoughts; I fear thou doft not loveme^ 
that thou haft foriaken me, becaufe 1 know I de- 
ferve ftc* to be beloved Thefe thoughts are hard 
as hell. They give no reft to. my foul. If I find 
not myfelf qn thy heart arid arm, I am as one that 
lyes down in p. bed of coals. This alfo argues an 
holy grecdinefs (rf delight, ' 

3. She further manifefts this by her folicitoufoefs^ 
trouble, and perplexity, in his lofs^ and withdraw- 
ings. Men bewail the lofs of that whofc whole 
enjoyment they delight In. We eafily bear the ab- 
\ fence of that, whofe prefence is not delightful. 
This Sate of the fpoufe is d5fcovercd> chap. ia. 1 , 
2, 3. By night on my bedlfiught htm whom my foul 
lovedi I fought bim but I found him mi. I will rifo 
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now and go about the city in thejlreets and in the 
bread waySy I willfeek him whom my foul lovethy I 
fid^bt bim but I found Jnm noU The watchmen 
thai go about the city found me^ to whom IJiiid, Saw 
you him whom myfbulhvethf It is night now with 
the foul, a time of darknefs and trouble or afflifti- 
(Ml. When ever Chrift is abfent it is night with a 
believer. HeistheSun; if hegodownupcmthetn^ 
if his beams be eclipfed, if in his light, they fee no ' 
light, it is all darknefs with them. Here, whit'Ker 
the coming of the night of any trouble on her, 
made her difcoTer Chrift^s abfence, or the abfence 
of Chrift. made it night with her, is not exprefled. 
I rather thijik the latter; becaufe fetting that afide, 
all things feem to be well with her. The abfence 
of Chrift will indeed make it night, dark as dark- 
nefs itfelf in the midft of all other glowing confo- 
lations. Bqt is the ipcufe contented with this 
difpenfation ? She is upon her bed; thatis, of eafe; *• 
the bed indeed fometimcs fignifies tribulation. Rev. 
ii. 22. but in this book every where reft and con- 
- tcntmenr, there is not the leaft intimation of any 
tribulation but what is in the want of Chrift, but in 
the greateft peace and opportunity of eafe and reft, 
a believer finds none in the abfence of Chrift; though 
he be on his bed, having nothing to difquiet him, 
he refts not, if Chrift his reft be not there. She 
fought him; feeking of Chrift by night, on the bed, 
that is alcHie in an immediate inqdeft and in the dark^ 
- hath two parrs; fearching of our own foufe for the 
caufe of his abfence; and fearching the promifes for 
his prefence. 

I. The foul finding not Chrift prefent in hi«: 
wonted manner, warming, cherifliing reviving it 
with love, nigh to it, fupping with it, always fiJling 
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its thoagh|s with himfelf, dropping myrrh and fwcct* 
tafte5 of love into it, but on the contrary that other 
thoughts troud in, and peplcx thm heart, and 
Chrift is nor nfeh when enquired after; it prefently 
enquires into the caufe of all this, calls itfelf to an 
account, what it hath done, how it hath behaved 
its felf, that it is. not with it, as at oihci; times;- 
that Chrift hath Withdrawn himfelf and is not aigh^ 
to it, iu the y/orited manner. Here it accompliiheth 
a diHgenr fearcb. It confiders the love^ tendemeft, 
and icifidnefs of the Lord Jefus; what delight fee 
takes in abiding with his faints: fo that his depar- 
ture is not without caufe and provocationr How, 
faith it, have I demeaned itiyfclf, <hat I have loft 
' my Beloved? Where have 1 been wandring after 
other lovers? and when the mifcarrige is found 
out, it abounds in revenge and indignation. 

2. Having, driven this to. fome iiTue, the foul 

applyeth itfelf to tho promifes of the covenant,. 

wherera Chrift is moft gracioufly exhibited unto it; ' 

confiders one, ponders another, to find a tafte of 

him. It confider$ diligently if it can fee. the de- • 

lightful countenance and favour of Chrift in them 

or no; but, now, if (as it often falb out,) the foul 

jfinds nothing but the carcafs, but' the tere letter 

in the promife: if it come to it as to the grave of 

Chrift,. of whicli it may be faid, (not in itfelf, but 

in refpeft of the feeking foul) h« is rifen he is not 

herey this amazes the foul and it knows not what to 

;do. As a man that hath a Jewel of great price 

., haviflg no occafion to ufe it, lays it afide as he fop- 

f pofes in a fafc place; in an agony and extremity of 

want going to feek for his jewel, he finds it not in 

. the place he expeAed, an4 is filled with amazement 

and knows not what to dp} fo is )X with this pearl 
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cf the gofp^I, after a man hath fold all that lie hath 
for it, and enjoyed it for a feafon, then to have it 
mifling at a time of need, it mud needs perple)c 
Lim, So was it with the fpoufe here, I fought him^ 
faith Ihe, but J found him not; a thing which not 
feldom befalls us in our communion with Chiift. 

But what doth &e now do ? doth flie give over 
and fearch no more ? nay but fays Ihe ver. 2. 1 will 
arife: I will not fo give over, I mnft have Chrift 
or die, / will now^ arife^ or kt me arife y and go about 
this bufinefs. 

I. She refolves to put^herfelf upon another 
courfe, a more vigorous inqueft; I will arife and - 
make ufe of pther means befides thofe of private 
prayer, meditation, felf-fearching, and inquiring 
into the pfomifes, which Ihe had infiftcd on before. 
It carries, Ftrji^ Refolution ahd a zealous, violent 
cafting off that frame wherein (he had loft her love. 
I will arife, 1 will not reft in this frame. I am 
undone if I do. So fometimes God calls his church 
to arife and fliake itfelf out of th^ ^ft ; abide not io 
that condition. Seca^y Diligence, I will now 
takeanother^crtrrfe, 1 will leave no way unattemptcd, 
no means untried whereby I may poflibly recover 
communion with my Beloved. 

This is the condition of a foul that finds not the 
wonted prefence of Chrift in its private and more 
retired inquiries. Pull in prayer, wand ring in 
jncditations, rare in thoughts of him! 1 will not 
bear this frame, whatever way God hath appointed 
I \7ili in his ftrcngth jfigoroufly purfue until thi$ 
frame be altered, and I find my Beloved. 

2. Then, the way flie puts herfelf upon, ts 
to go about the city. Not to infift upon particulars/ 
nor taftrain the parts of the allegory too far, the 
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city here intended is the city of God, •the church ; 

5ind the paifing through the bcoad and niarcow 

ftreets, is the diligtnt enquiry, that ;he fpoufq makes 

in all the paths and ordinances given unto it. This 

then is the next thing the foul addrclfes itfelf tinto, 

in the want of Chrift; when it finds him not in any 

private endeavours, it makes vigorous application 

to the ordinances of public worfliip; in prayer, in 

preaching, in adminiftration of the feals doth it look 

after Chrift. Indeed the great enquiry the fouls 

of believers make in every ordinance is after Chrift. 

So much as they find of him, fo much fweetftelg, 

* and refrefliment have they and no more. Efpeci- 

ally when under any defertion they: rife up to this 

enquiry. They liften to every word, to every pr^y- 

.. er to find if any thing of Chrift, any light from him, 

any life, any love appears to them. Oh that Chrift 

would at length meet me in this, or that fermon, 

and Tccpver my poor heai^ to fome fight of his love, 

to fome tafte of kindnefs. The folicitoufnefs of a 

believer in his mqaeft after Chrift, when he finds 

not his prefence, eithei ^<»r ^race or confolation as 

in former days, is indeed inexprciSUp. Much of 

the frame of fuch a heart is couched in the rciiQuh- 

ling of the expreflTion, I fought him^ I fought htm; 

fetting out an unconceivable paflion, and fuitably 

induftrious defire. Thus being difappointed at 

home the fpoufe proceeds. 

But yet fee the event of this alfo; ftie fought him 
but found him not. It doth foraetimes ib fall out 
all will not do, they ihall feek him and liot find 
him; they fliall not come nigh him: let them thai 
enjoy any thing of the priefence of Chrift, take heed 
what they do; if they provoke him to depart, if 
rhey loofe him, it may coft ihem^many a bitter en- 
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. quiry before they find him again. Wh^n a foul 
prays and meditates, fearches the pfomifes in pri- 
vate, when it with oameftnefs and diligence attends 
all ordinances in public, and all to get one glimpfc 
of the face of Jefus Chrift, and all in vain, it is a fad 
tofidition. 

What now follows m this eftate? vcr. j. The 
'Watchmen found mcy &c. That thefe watchmen of 
the city of God' are the watchmen and officers of 
the church, is cOnfeffed; and it is of fad confidera- 
tion that the Holy Ghoft dpth fometimes in this 
book take notice of them on no good account, plain* 
ly chap. V. 7. they turn perfecutprs. It was Luther*f 
faying, nunquam periclitatur'reUglo nifi inter reve^^ 
rend'ijftmos. Here they are of a more gentle tem- 
per and feeing the. poor difconfolate foul, they fcem 
to take notice of the condition. 

It is the duty indeed of faithful watchmen to 
take notice of poor, troubled, defened fouls: not 
to keep at a diftance, but to be willing to affift. 
And a truly prefTed foul on the account of Chrift V 
abfence cannot covef its love, but muft be enquiring 
zhcrhim^ fawyoU him whom my foul loveth? This 
is my condition ! I have had fweet enjoyment of my 
bleffed Jefus, he is now withdrawn from me; can 
you heJp me? can you guide me to my confolati- 
pn ? what acquaintance have you with him ? when 
faw you him ? hew did he manifeft himfelf to you, 
and wherein ? All thefe labourings in his abfence 
fufficiently difcover the fouls delight in the prefencc 
of Chrift. Go one ftep farther- to the difcovery 
that it made of him once again, and it will yet hp 
more evident, vcr, 4, 5. It was but a little. while 
that I pajfed from them^ but I found him whom my 
foul loved^ I held him/ and would mt let him gOy un* 
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til I had brought him into my mother* s houfe^ andin* 
to the chamber of her that conceived me^ I charge 
you^ b ye daughters of ^erufalem^ ^c* 

u She tells you how (he came to him; (he found 
him: what ways and by what means, isnotexpref- 
fed. It often fo falls out in our communion with. 
Chrift; when private and public n^ians fail, and the 
foul hath nothing left but waiting filently and walk- 
ing humbly, Chrift appears, that hi^. fo doing may 
be evidently of grace. Let us not at any time give 
over in this condition. When all ways are paft, 
the fummer and harveft are gone withom relief, 
when neither bed fior watchmen can affift; let us 
wait a little, and we ftiall fee the falvation of God, 
"Chrift^ honours his immediate abfolute aftings fome- 
Vimes; though ordinarily he crowns^ his ordinances. 
Chrift often manifefts himfelf immediately, and .out 
of ordinances, to them that wait for him in them. 
That he will do fo to them that defpife^hem, I 
know not. Though he will meet men unexpec* 
tedly in his way; yet he will not meet them at all- 
out of it. Let us wait as he hath appointed ; let 
him appear as he pleafeth. How fliedeals with hifn 
when found ; is nextly declared. .She held him^ and 

. would mt let him go^ &c. They are all expreffi- ^ 
ons of the greateft joy and delightimaginable. The 

' fum \% having at length come once more to an en- 

: joyment of fvyeet communion with Chrift, the foul 
lays faft hold on him by faith, (to hold faft is an 

* aft of faith) refufes to part with himany more in 
vehemency ofiove; tries to Tceep him in ordinan- 
ces, in the houfe of its mother, the church of God, 
and fo ufes all means for the confirming of the mu- 
tual love between Chrift and her ; all the expreffi- 
ons, all theallufions ufed, evidencing delight to the 
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utmoft capacity of the'foul. Should I purfue all 
. the inftances and teftimonies that are given here- 
unto in that one book of the Song of Solomon, I 
mull enter upon an expofition of the gneateft part 
of it, which is not my prefent bufmefs. Let 
the hearts of the faints that arfe acquainted with 
thefc things ; • be allowed to make the clofe. What 
is ic they long for ? they rejoice in ? What is it that 
fatisfies them rathe utmoft, iand gives fweet com- ' 
placency to their fpirits in every condition ? what 
is ii whofe lofs they fear, whofe abfence they can- 
not bear ? is it not this their Beloved, and he a- 
lone? 

This alfo they further manifeft by their delight 
in every thing that ppcnliarly belongs to Chrift, as 
his, in this world. This is an evidence of delight, 
^hen for his fake whom we delii^ht in, we alfo de- 
fight in every thing that belongs i<y him« Chrift's 
great intereft in this world, lyes in his people, and 
his ordinances; liis houfiiold and their provifion: 
now in both thefe do the faints exceedingly delight 
f^r his fake. Take an inftance in both kinds in 
one man, viz, .David, Pfa'. xvi. :?. in the faints and 
,, the excelknty or the noble of the earth, is all my 
V(?//^/j/; my delight in them. Chrift fays of his 
church, that flic is Hephzibah, Ifi Ixii. my delight 
vi her; here fays David of the fame, Hephzibani 
rny ckligl>t in thtnu^ As ^Chrift delights in his faint?, 
(o do iheyiii one another on his account. Hero 
fays David is all my delight. Wharever content- . 
ment he took in any other perfons, it was nothing 
in comparifon of the delight he rook in them. Hence 
mention is made, of layifig down otir hves for the 
brethren, or any common caufe wherein the intereft 
cf the community of the brethren does lye. 

S 2. For 
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2* For the ordinances, confider the fameperfon; 
Pfal. xlii. and 84. and 48. arc fuch plentiful tefti- 
monies throughout, as we need no farther enquir- 
ing; nor (hall 1 go forth to a new difcourfe on this 
particular. 

And this is the firft mutual confequentiaJ aft of 
conjugal affeftions in this conmiunlon between Chrift 
and l^ievcrs. He delights in them and they de- 
light in him: he delights 4n their profperity, hath 
pleafure in it; they delight in his honour and glo- 
ry,.and in his prefence with them: for his fake 
they delight in hia fefvants, (though by. the world 
contemned) as the moft excellent in the world; and 
in his ordinances, as the wifdom of God, which are 
fooliflinefs to the world. 



C H A P. V. 

Other eonfequenttal affeUhns ; i. On the part of^ 
Chrifi. He values his faints: Evidences of that 
valuation. \. His incarnation. 2. Exinanition. 
2 Cor. viii. 8, 9. Phil. ii. 6, 7. 3. Obedience a^ 
afervant. 4. In his death his valuation of them 
in cofnparifon of others. Believers ejiimation of 
Chrift. I . 'Ihey value him above all other things, 
andperfons. 2. Above their own liveu 3. All 
fpiritual excellencies: the fum of all on the part 
of Chrift. The fumm the part of believers. The 
third conjugal affeaion on thepart of Chrift, pity 
or compaffion, wherein manifefted. Suffering and 
fupply, fruits ofcompaffion. . Several ways where* 
by Chrift .relieves the faints under temptations., 
^ His'cojnpajjions in their afflt^ions. Chaflity the 
third cmfugal afedion in the faints. The fourth 

en 
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m the part of ChriJ}^ bounty: m the part of the ^ 
faints duty. 

CHRIST values his faints, values his believ- 
ers. Which is the fecond branch of that con- 
jugal affeftion he bears towards them, having taken 
them- into the relation whereof we fpeak. . I (hall 
not need to infift long on the demonftration hereof. 
Heaven and earth are full of evidences of it. Some 
few confiderations will give life to the aflertion. 
Gonfider thera then, 

I. Abfolurely. 2. In refpeft of others: and you 
will fee what a valuation he puts upon them. 

I. All that ever he did or ddth, all that ever he 
underwent, or fuffered as Mediator, was for their 
fakes. Now thefe things were fo great, and grie- 
vous that had he not efteemed them above all that 
can be expreffed, he had never engaged to their 
performance and undergoing. Take a few inftances, 

I. For their fakes was he made flefti; manifefted 
in the flefh, Heb. ii. 14. JVhereas therefore the chiU 
drenpertpok offle/h and bloody even he in like manner 
pertook ^f the fame; and the height of this valuati- 
on of them the apoftle aggravates, ven 1 6. Verily 
he took not on him the nature of angels ^ but he took 
on him the feed of Abraham^ he had no fuch efteem 
of angels. Whether you take epilambanefihai pro- 
perly to take, or to take hold of; as our tranflators, 
and fo fupply the word nature, and refer the whole 
onto Chrift^s incarnation, who*thereia took our na- 
ture on him and not the nature of angels r or for 
analambanejihaiy to help, he dfd riot help nor fuc 
cour fallch angels; but he did help and fuccour tk 
feed of Abraham, and fo confider it as the fruit c 
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Chrift's incarnarioq, it is all one as to our prefcBt- 
bufinefs J hisprefierring che feed of Abraham before 
angels, his valuing them above the other is plainly 
cxpreffed. And obferve thac he came to help the 
feed of Abraham, that is believers; bis efteem aad- 
valuation is of them only. 

2. For their fakes he was fo made flefh, as that 
there was an emptying, an exinanition of himfdf, 
and an eclipfing of his glory, and a becoming poor 
for them, 2 Cor. viii. 9. Te know the grace cf our 
Lord ^efus Chrifly that being rich^ for us became 
poor. Being rich in eternal glory with his Father,- 
John xvii. 5. he became poor, for believers. The 
fame perfon that was rich, was alfo poor. That 
the riches here meant can be none but chofe of the 
Deity, is evident by its oppofition to the poverty 
which zt man, he undertook. This is alfo more - 
iully exprefled, Phil. ii. 6, 7. Who being in the firm 
ofGody counted it no robery to be equal to God^ but 
he emptied himjelf taking the firm ofafirvanty and 
being made in the fijhion of a man^ and found in 
form as a man, &c. That the form of God is bene 
the efTence of the Deity, fun(Jry things inevitably 
evince. As, * 

1. That he was therein equal to God, that ishis 
Father. Now nothing but God, is equal to God, not 
Chrift as he is Mediator in his greateft glory: no* 
thing but that which is infinite, is equal to that 
which is infinite. 

2. Tht firm of God is oppofed to the firm of a 
fervanty and that firm of a feroanty is called the 
fafbion of a man,,- ver. 8. that fafhion wherein he 
Was found when he gave himfelf to death ; wherein 
as. a man he poured out his blood and died : morphen 
doulou laboHy (he took the form of a fervant) is cx- 

^ pounded 
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pounded in the next words en cmciomati anthropm 
gentmenos an expreffion. nfed to fet out his incar- 
nation, Rom. Till. 3. God fcnt him en omoiomatl 
farkos amarttasy in taking true flefh, he was in Bhe 
ilkenefs offmfulftejh. Now in thus doing, it is faid 
eauton ekenofsy he humbled, emptied himfelf, made 
himfelf ctf no reputation. In the very taking of flefh^ 
there was a condefcfenfion, a debafing of the perfba 
of the Son of God : it could not be without it. I£ 
God humbled himfelf to hehMthe things that arein 
heaven and earthy PfaJ. cxiii. 6. then certainly ic 
was an inconceivable condefcenfion and abafemcnt 
not only to behold, but take upon him, into per- 
gonal union^ our nature with himfelf. And though 
aothiEg could poffibly be taken off from the eflentiaB 
glory of the Deity, yet that perfon appearing m the 
laffrfon of a mas, and form of a fcrra^it,. the glory 
©f it as to the mamfeflation was eclipfed; and he 
appea^red quite another thing, than what indeed he 
was, and had been from eternity. Henee he prsysr 
iihai his Father would glorify' htm^ with the glory 
he had with him before the world was^ Jbhn xviii. 5.. 
m to the maiiifeftation of it^ And fo thotrgh the: 
divine nature was not a&afed, the perfon wa^.. 

3. For therr fakes he fo humbled ancJ cmptiedl 
feifi^lf in taking fie(fr, as to become therein ai fer- 
Tant,. m the eyes of the worM of no cftcem no? ae- 
*ounr, and a true and real fervantumo the Father j; 
for their fakes he humbled himfelf and became ©be- 
dieni. All that he did and ftifFeTed m his life, comesn 
HBdertfifsconfidcration. All which m^ be referred 
to thefe three heads. f?ry?„ FulfilKhg all rigftteouf^" 
Bels. Secondlfy Enduring all' manner of perftcun- 
«iis arid" hardibips^ Thirdly, Doing: alB mannen ef 
gpod to. men. He took on* liiin fou tfieii Mesp m 
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life, and courfe pointed to> Heh, t. 7» 8. A life 
of prayers, tears, fears, obedknce,^ fufering, and 
all this with chearfuhjefs and delight^ calling hi^ 
employment his meat and drink^ and Hill pcdfeiHiig 
that the law of this obedience was in Ws heart, that 
he was content to do this will of God. ^ He thair 
will forely revenge the kail oppofitiop that is or 
fhall be made to him byvOthers> was content to un** 
dcrgo any thing,, all things fof believcFs.. 

4. He ftays not here, but for theconfmnjmado^ 
of all that went before:, lor their fakes he becomes^ 
obedient to death,, the death of the crofs,. fo^ he 
profeffeth to his Father, John xvii. 19. For theifi 
fakes I fan^ifymyfelf ; I dedicate myfilf as an offers 
ingy as^a facrifice to be killed and flain^c Tbis wa$^ 
his aim in all the former, that he might die. He 
was bom and fived that he mig^t die. Me valued^ 
them above his life.- And if we might ftay to conr 
lider a little what was in this death^ that he nndei':- 
went for, them, wefhouldpcrceivewhat apricein* 
deed he p^t upon them. The curfe ^ of Tthe law^ 
was in it,, the wrath of God was in it, the lofs of 
God's prefence was in ir. ' . It was a- fearful cup that 
he tafled of, and drank ofi that they might never- 
tafteofit. A man would' not for tien thoi^fand^ 
worlds., be willing to undergo^ that which Chrjft 
underwefat for us in that one thing ^ defertion 
from God, were it attended with' no more diftrefs^. 
but ^Tiat a meer creature 'might poffibly emerge 
from under.-: And what thouglu^' we ftiould have 
of this, himfelf tells us, John xv. 1 3. Cheater l^i 
bath none than thisy that one lay down hi>i life for 
his friends. It is impoflible there fliould be any 
greater demonftration or eviderce of love thaci this;, 
what can any one do more ? And yet he tells us ia 

another 
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another place, that it hath another agg? avation and 
heightniBg» Rom. V. 8. G$4 commendetb his lovttcf 
us in that whilji we were yet finners Chriji died for 
us, Wheti he did this for us we were fiiincrs, and 
cneiBies. whom be might juftiy ha:?e dcftroyed: 
What eaa more be done? to die for m% when wcr 
werefinners? fuchadeath, in fuch a manner, with 
ifoch atteodences of wrath and curfe;^ a death, ac* 
eon^anied wich the word that God had ever 
fbreatncd to fiajacrs, argues as high a Taluaiioa of 
ms,, as the heart of Chrift hiinfelf was.capable of^ 

Forone to part with his gloryi his riches, his eafe^. 
his life, his love from God, toimdergo lofs, (bamcj,. 
wrath> carfe,. death for, another, is an evidence q£ 
a dear valuation, and that it was all on this ^couih 
we are informed, Heb. xii. a. Certainly Chrift had 
as dear efteemof them, that rather thte'rhey fhould? 
perifli tha.t they fliould iiot be bis, and be made 
partakers of bis gJory^ he would p^rt with all he 
bad for t:heir fakes, Eph. v. 25, 26/ ' ♦ 

,Thci« would be no end,, fhould I go through all' 
tiheinftanees ©f Chrift's vacation of believers, in alfc 
jbeii? deliverances, afflidHons^ in all condhions of fin*- 
•»ing aodfuffering, what be- hath done, what b,e 
doth in his intercelEon,. what he delivers ibemfrom^ 
what he. procures for them;, all telling but this ope 
tbmg, they are the apple of his^eye, bis jewcl,.his^ 
. diadem, his crown. 

2; In con:q>arifon of others. All; the wodd is^ 
fiothing ta him in comparifon of them-. They arie 
his garden ; the reft of the world a wildemefs^ 
Cant. IV.. 12., * A garden inclofed' is : my fifter my 
♦•fpoufe, afpringlhutup, afountaitifealed;' They 
are hi§ inheritance, the reft, his enemies of no re* 
gstfd wiithi him; So^ lia» ,xliii.. 3, ^. ' I am the Lord 
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* thy God* the holy One of lirael, thy Saviour j I 

* gave Egypt for thy raofom, Ethiopia aod Seba for 
^ thcQ; fmce them waft precious in my fight^ thou 

* had been hoooarable and 1 have loved iliee, ihere- 

* fprc will 1 give men for thee, and people for thy 

* life.* The reafbn of this dealing of Chrift with 
his church in parting with ail others for them, t$ 
becaufe he loves her, Ihe is predous and honourable 
in l»s fight, thence he puts this great cftecm upcnt 
her. Indeed he difpofcth of all n^iras and their 
intereft according -as is for the good of believers^ 
Amos ix. jr. in all the fiftings of the nations, the 
eye of God is upon the houfe of IfracI, not a grain 
of them Ihallperifli. Look to heaven, angds art 
appatnted /© mimfler for fhiniy Heb. L 14. Look 
into the world; the nations in general are eitbes 
bleffcd for their fakes> or deftroyed on their ac^ 
count; prefervcd to tny th$m, or rejeftcd for their 
cruelty towards them; and will receive from Chrift 
their final doom according to their depOTtment to-- 
wards thefe defpifed ones; on this account are the 
pillars of the earth borne up> and patience is e«ercif- 
cd towards the perifliing world, la a word there is 
not the meancft, the weakeft^ the pooreft believer 
on the earth but Chrift prizeth him n»>re thaa aft 
tlie world befides ;. were our hearts filled much with 
thoqg;fats hereof, it would toid much to our cgos^ 
felation. 

2. Tp anfwer this, bdfcvers alfo value Tcfusj 
Qiriftf they have ao eftceia of him above all Ae 
world, and all things in the workL You have bee» 
in part acqtmited with this before^ tn the account 
that was given of their deligfct in him, and enquiry 
after him. They &y of him m their hearts contin- 
ually as Da?id„ * Wfeomi have lia heaven but theet- 
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* and whom in earth that 1 defire befides thee/ PfifU 
Ixxiii. 25. Neither heaven nor earth will yeild them 
an objeft any way comparable to hhn,. that they 
can delight in. 

1. They value him above all other things and 
perfons, Mallem, fa id one, ruere cum Chrijioy quam ^.. 
reguGnre cum Cmfare. Pulchra terra, pukhrum coelum, ^ 
fed puicherrimus dominus ^efus, Chrill and a dun- 
geon, Chrift and a crofs is infiaitely fweeter than a 
crown, a fcepter without him to their fouls. So 
was it withMofes, Heb. xi. 26. * Heefteemedthe 

' reproach of Chrift greater riches than the rreafures 

* of Egypt/ The reproach of Chrift, is the worft 
confequent that the wickednefs of the world or ma- 
lice of Satan can bring upon the followers of him. 
The treafures . of Egypt were in thofe days the 
greateft in the world. Mofes defpifed the very 
beft; of the world, for the. word of the crofs of 
Chrift. Indeed himfelf hath told believers, that 
if they love any thing better than him, father or 
mother, they are not worthy of hint. A defpifing 
of all things for Chrift, is the very firft leffon of the 
gofpel. Give away all, take up the crofs and follow 
me, was the way whereby he tried his difciples of 
old, and if there .be not the fame mind and heart 
in. us, we are none of his. 

2. -They value him above their lives, Afts xx. 
24. * My life is not dear that 1 may perfeft my 

* courfe wilh joy, and the mihiftry 1 have received 

* of the Lord Jefus.', Let life and all go, fo that I 
may ferve him» and when all is done, enjoy him, 
and be madd like to him. It is known what is 
reported of Ignatius, when he was lead to .martyr- j 
dom, '** I-et what will, faid he, come upon me, only, 

"* fo I may obtain Jefus Chrift.** Hence they of 

^ , old 
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told rejoiced when whipped^ fcourged, put to flmme 
for his fake, Afts t. 41. Heb..xi. all is welcome 
'that comes from him, or for him* The lives tfa^ 
liave to live, the death they have to die, is. little, 
is light i^>oQ the thoughts of him, who is the flay 
of their lives aad the end of their death. Were it 
not for the refreftuncnt which daily they receiitc 
Jby thoughts of him, they could not live; their lives 
tvould be a burden to them, and the thoughts of 
enjoyment of him majce them cry with Paul, Oh 
that we were diffolved: the (lories of the martyrs 
of old, and of late, the fufferers in giving witixefs 
to him, under the dragon, and under the falfe * 
prophet, the negleft of life in women and children 
on his accQimt, contempt oftormentswhililhisname 
fweetned all, haverendred this truth clear :to men 
iftnd angels. 

3. Thqy -value him above all ^iritual excdiencies 
and all other irighteoaifnefs whatever, BhiL iii. 7, l>. 

* Thofe things which were advantage to tne, I 

* efteemed lofe for Chrift. Yea alfo I account all 

* things to be Idfs fortheexcellcncy of tbekno\^eg€ 

* of Chrift Jefus my Lord; for whofe fake I have 

* loft all things^ and do efteem them common that I 

* may gain Qiri ft, and be found in him.' Having 
recounted the excellencies which he had, and the 
privileges which he enjoyed in his judaifm, which 
were all of a fpiritual nature, and a participadon 
wherein, made the reft of his country mendefpif^ 
all the world, and look upon rhemfelves as the only 
acceptable perfons with God, reftipg on them for 
righteoufncfs, the apoftle tells us What is his efteem 
of them in comparifon of the Lord Jefus, they are 
lofs and dung, things thaf fpr his fake, he bad 
ircally fuflfered the Ms o£\ tliat i% whereas he had 

for 
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for, many years been a zealot of the JaWj feeking 
after a righteoufnefs as it were by the works of ir, 
Rom. ix. 31. inftantly ferving God day and night 
toobtamthepromife, Afls xxvi, 7. living in all good 
confcience from his youth, Afts xxii. all the while 
very zealous for God and his inftitutions, now wil- 
lingly cafts away all thefe things, looks upon them 
as lofs and dung, and €Ould not only be contented 
to be without them, but as for that end for which 
he fought after them, he abhored them all. When 
men have been ftrongly convinced of their duty, 
and have laboured many years to keep a good 
confcience, have prayed, and heard, and done good, 
and denied thcmfelves, and been zealous for God, 
and laboured with all their might to pleafe him, 
and fo at length to come to enjoy him: they had 
rather fart with all the world, life and all, than 
with this they have wrought. You know how un- 
willing we are to part with any ihing we have la-^ 
bourcd,. and beaten our heads about, how much* 
more when the things are fo excellent, as our duty 
-to God, blamelefnefs of converfation, hope of hea- 
ven and the like which we have beaten our hearts 
about? But now when once Chrift appears to the 
foal, when he is known in his excellency, all thefe 
things as without him, have their paint waflied ofl^ 
their beauty fads, their defireablenefs variifheth, 
and the foul isnot only contented to part with them all, 
l>ut puts rhem: away as a defiled thing; and cmt^^ 
In the Lord Jefds only ismy ri.jhteoufnefsand glory, 
Prov. iii. 13, £4, (5. amons^ innumerable teftimo- 
nies may be admitted to give wirnefs hereunto, 

* Happy is the man that findeth wifdom, and the 

* man that getreth underftandinr^. For the mer- 

* chandize of it, is better than tiie merchandize of 

•filver 
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• filver, and the gain thereof than fine gold ; flise is 
^ more precious than rubies and- all the things that 
f, thou canft defire, are not to be compared to her/ 
it is or Jefus Chrift, the wifdom of God, the eter- 
nal wifdom of the Father that the Holy Ghod 
fpeaks, as is evident from the defcription which b^ 
given hereof, chap. viii. He and his ways are better 

' than lilver and gold, rubies, and all defireable things. 
•As in the G;ofpel he likens himfelf to the pearl ia 
the field, which when the merchant-man finds, he 
fells all tlut he hath to purchafe. All goes for 
Chrifl, all righteotifnefs without .him, all ways of ^ 
religion, all goes for that one pearl. The glory 
of his Deity, the excellency of his perfon, his all- 
conquering defireablenefs, ineffable love, wonderful 
undertaking, unfpeakablc condefcenfions, effeAual 
mediation, coinpleat righreoufnefs, ly in their eyes, 
ravifli th^ir hearts, fill their affeftions, and poflefs 
^Ik ir fouls. And this is the fecond mutual conjugal 

. aftcStioti between Chrift and believers, all which on 

* .'the part of Chriil, may be referred unto two heads. 

1. AU than he parted withal, all that lie did, all 

•that he fuiTered, all that he doth as Mediator, he 

-parted withal, did, fulfered, doth, on the account 

of his love to, and'efteem of believers. He parted 

. wiih the greatefl glory, he underwent the greateft 
■mifcry, he doth the c;r eat eft works -that ever were, 
becaufe he loves -his fpoufe; bccaufe he values be-, 
Tievers. What can more, what can- farther be 
fpoken? How little is -the depth of ihat which is 
fpoken fathomed? how unable are we to look into 
the raifterious receffes of it ? He fo loves, fo values 
his faints, as that having from eternity undertaken 
to bring them to Gotl, he rejoices his foul in the 
thoughts of' it J and. pUrfues ^ his defign throuQfh 

heaven 
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hea?ea «od heli> life aod deadly by ftfiering and 
doiflg^ ia mifery and with power, and ceafeth not 
until he bring it to'perfc^on* For> 

2. He doth So value chem, as that he will not 
loofc any of them to eternity^ though all the 
world fiiouid OMnbine to take them out of his hand. 
When in the days of his flcfh he forefaw what^ppo* 
fition^ what danger, what rocks, they fliould meet 
wfth all, he cried oxx boiy Father keep theniy John 
xvxi. i\. let not one of them be loll; and tells us 
plainly John x. 28* that tm man^Jbsll take his 
Jheep out of his hand. And becaufe he was then in 
the form of a fervant, and it might be fuppofed that 
he might not be able to hold them, he tells them» 
true!. as to hisprefeiit condition of carrying on the 
work of mediation, Ws Father was greater than he 
and therefore to hkn he committed them, and none 
Biould take them out of his Father's hands. John 
'x 29. and whereas the world,; affliftions, and per*- 
fecutions which are without may be conquered, 
and yet no fecurity given, but that fin from within, 
by the afliftance of Satan may prevail againft them 
to their ruin; as he hath provided againft Satan in 
his promife, that the gates of hell {hall not prevail 
againft them, fo^he hath taken care that fm itfelf 
ftall not deftroy them. Herein indeed is the depth 
of his love to be contemplated; that, whereas his 
holy foul, hate every fin, it is a burden, an abomi- 
nation, a new wound to him, and his poor fpoufe 
is finful ; believers are full of fins, failmgs, and in- 
firmities ; he hides all, cavers all, bears with al?, 
rather than he^vjH loofe them; by his power pre- 
ferving them from fuch fins as a remedy is hot pro- 
vided fpr in the covenant of grace. Oh ! the world 
of fmful follies, thsit our dear Lord Jefus bears 
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tvithal on this account? are not our own fouls aflo- 
nifticd with the thoughts of it? infinite patience, 
infinite forbearance, infinite love, infinite grace> in* 
finite mercy are ^11 feton work for tWs end, to 
anfwer this his valuation of us. 

2^ On our part ic may alfo be referred to two 
^heads-, - / 

I*. That upon the difcovery of him to our fouls, 
they rejoice to part with all things whferein they 
have delighted, or rcpofed their confidence for him, 
and his fake, that they may dgoy him. Sin and 
luft., pleafure and profiit, righteoufnefe and duty in 
their feveral conditions, all ihall go fo they may 
have Chrifl, 

2. That they are willing to part with all (hings, 
rather tlien with him, when they do enjoy hinu 
To think of parting with peace, health, liberty, 
relations, wives, children, itisoffenfive, heavy and 
grievous to the beft of the faints. But their fouls 
cannot bear the thoughts of parting with Jefus , 
Chrift. Such a thought ^ is cruel as the grave. 
The worft tlibughts that in any fear in defertions 
that they have of hell, is that they (hall not enjoy 
Jefus Chrift. So they may enjoy him, here; 
hereafter, be like him, be ever wiih him, ftand ia 
his pfefence; they can part with all things freely, 
chcarfully, be they never fo beautiful in reference " 
to this life, or that which is to- come. 

g. The third conjugal afFeftion on tjie part of 
Chrift is pity and compaflioni As a man * nourifheth 

* and cheriftieth his own flefh, fo doth the Lord his 

* church, Eph. v. 29. Chrift hath a fellow feeling 
with his faints in all their troubles as a man hath . 
ymh his own flcfli. This aft of the conjugal love 
or Chrift, relates to the many trials and preflfures 

of 
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of afflifiions that his faints meet withal here below. 
He doth not deal with believers as the Samaritans 
with the Jews; that fawned on them in their pro- 
fperity, but difpifed thcim in their trouble. He 
is as a tender father, who- though perhaps he love • 
all his children alike, yet he will take raoft pains 
with, and give mod cf his prefence unto one that 
is fick and weak, though therein and thereby, he 
may be made moil froward, and a$ it ihould 
feem harddl to be borne with. And which is more 
than the pity of any father can extend to, he himv- 
felf fuffers with them^ and take&^ihare in all their 
troubles. 

Now all the fuffcrFngs of the fornts In this worlds 
wherein their liead and husbaiid excrcifeih pity, 
rendemefe, care, and eompaffion towards them arc 
of two forts, or may be referred to* two heads, i^ 
TemptaftfODS^ cs. AfBiOkms^ 

1. Tcmptatiofts, (un&r which head, IcompriVe 
fin alfe» whereto they tend) as in, from, and ty 
their own mfirmitres, as alfo from their adverfaiies 
without. The fraiBC of the heart of Chrift, «tnd 
his deportment towards, them in this condition yoa 
have, Heb. iv. 1 5. We have not an high priejl which 
fanmf ke touched with our infirmities. We have 
not fuch an one, as cannot. The two' negations. 
do vehemently affirm, that we have fuch an high - 
prieit as can be, or is touched j^ the word, touched^ 
comes exceedingly fltort of exprefling the original 
VfOfi, I it is mmtafJoaas tofuffer togtthen We have 
fcitb the a:poftle fuch an high Erieft as can, and con>- 
fcquently ^oth fuffer with us, endure eur infirmi- 
ties. And in what rcfpeft he fuffers with us, in 
regard of our infirmities, or hath a fellow-feeling 
with us m them, he deelares^ in the next words, for 

T 2 t- 

Digitized ty CjOOQIC 



$3* <^m$mtQ(mwiibtbeSon^/usChrifi. Ch. lY. 

he was Unt^fdJUf un^ us^ yen 1 6. It is as our ki*- 
firmittes, our tcaiptatio&s, iprntual weaker^; therC'* 
in, in panicuPar hath he a compaffioaate fympathj 
and feUow-feeKng with us. Whatever be our in^ 
firmities fo iar as they are our remptations, he ck>clit 
fulFer with u;^ under them and comps^&omtes us. 
Hence at the laft day he {m\\ I was hungry ^ &c. 
There arc two ways <rf expreifi»g a fcllow-fcelipg 
and fuffering with another. 

1. Fer bemvQhm cmdoUrUiam; a friendly gricr« 
ing. 

2 . Pergratiofemfkuktionm ; isi gracious &pp]y z 
both arc eminent in Chrift. 

1. He grieves and labours with ws, Zcph. £ 12^. 
« The angel of the Lord anfwered ^id fafei, "Oh, 
< Lord of hofts, how long wilt thou not have mer- 

* cy on Jemfalcm/ He fpcaks 9s ene intimatdy af- 
fefled with the ftate and condition of poor Jerufg^ 
Jem, and therefore he hath bid all the world take 
notice, that what n done to them is done to hto* 
chap. ii. 8, $. Yea to the apple of bis eye* 

^, In the iecond he abounds, l{k.±]. 1 1. ' He 

* Ihall feed his flock like a fliepherd, he feall g^^ 

* ther the lambs with his arm, imd carry them in hh 

* bofom, and gently lead them that are with young*'' 
yea we have both here together, tender compaili- 
onatenefs,andafliftaDce. The whole frame wherein 
he is here defcribe^, is a frame of the greateft ten* 
dernefs, corapaflkm, condefcenfion that can be imar 

■ '' gined. His people are fet forch under many mfir- 
ihities; fome are lambs, fom.e great with young;: 
fome very t^der,.fome burdened with temptations,, 
nothing in any of them all ftrong or comely. To 
thcmi.all Chrift is a {hepherd, th^t feeds his own 
lheep> and drives them out to pleafant pafture; 
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where if he fees a poor weslk lamb doih not tbruft' 
it on, but takes him into his bofom, where he botb 
C3<eth and refreflicth himi He Jeads them gently 
and tenderly. As did Jacob them that were burden- 
ed with young: fo dbth our dear Lord Jefus with- 
his flock in the feveral ways and paths wherein her 
leads them; When he fees a poof foul weak, tender,, 
halting, ready to fink and periflrj he takes-him into* 
his arms by fome gracious proiiiife adminiftred'to^ 
him, carries him, bears him up when^he is not able 
to^go one flrcp forward;. Hence is fiifrgreat quarrel 
with thofe Ihepherd^, Ezek. »cxiv. 4^ < Wo be to- 
•you fliepherds, thedifearedhaveye not^ftiiengthw 
^ned, neither have ye healed that wa$rick,,neither" 
•"have ye bound up that which was broken, atirheir 
*have ye brought again- that wliich was « driveir a- 
*way, neirflep have ye fought that whicfiiwas IWl^^' 
This is that whidi our careful, tender, husbands. 
Would have done; . 

So mention berrig made of his compaffibnatenefa. 
and fellow furFering with us; +Ieb;iv, 15. if isadded' 
Ter. \6\ that he admihiftfcrs^^^^^^/^^^^^-^,, grace 
ibr help in a time of need;- This is an evidence o9* 
coinpaffion when like the Samaritan we afford fea- 
fonable help. To lament our troubles) ormiferies^' 
t^ithout aiRrdihg help, is to no pui^ofe. Now 
this Chrift dbth, He gives- feafopable Help; He!p> 
-feeing a-thing^^ that regards- want, is always- excel- 
lentr but its eomihgin* ffeafbn, puts a^crown uponi 
it. A pardonuoa-malefaftor when heis ready to^ 
be executed, is fweet and w^krome.. Such is the 
afliilance giveu'by GhrifK All his faints may take* 
this as a fure rule, both in th^ir temptations and af- 
flicdomj: when. they can want them, they ftiall not 
T J, - waiir 
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want relief; and when they can hear no longer^ 
they fl^U be relieved^ i Cor. x. i j. 

So it is faid emphatically of him; Heb^4t. j||« 
In tb0i hi him/elf bath fuffind, iekg tem/fted, % 
it akk UfumuT them that are tempted. It fe tnie,. 
there k foiQething m all our temptacicvis more than 
was m the temptatiop of Chrift. There is fome-^ 
thing in our&liFes to t^ke part wjtbcvecy temptati- 
on; and there is eniHigh in onrfehes to tempt us»^ 
though nothing elfe fliould appear againft us/^ With 
Chrifl it was not fp, John xi v. 30, hyxiihis isfofar 
from takipg ofF his corapafiioh towards 1^ that oa 
. all accounts whatever it doth incrcafe^k; for if he 
will gite us fuccour j^ecaufe we are tempted^ the 
forcr oor temptations are^^ the^more rciady will he 
be totfiiccaur us* Take feme inftances,, of Chrtft^s 
giving leafbnable help in, and under temptations^ 
iiptolln; now this.hedcwth^fevcrai ways* 

X. 'Of keeping the foul, which is liable to temp- . 

tation and expofed to it, in a flrotig habitual benr» 

^gainft that fin that ht Is obnoxbus to the aifaults 

of. So it was in the cafe of Jofcph: Chrift knewr 

that Joieph's great trial, and that whereon ff he 

had bgen conquered he h*i been undone, would 

lye upon the hand of hismiftrcfs tempting him tc> 

lewdncfe; whereupon he kept his hc»t in a fteady . 

frame againft that fin : as his . anfwer wkhout the 

leaft deliberation; argues, Gen.xxxix.9* In othci;^ 

things wherein he was not fo deeply concerned^ 

.Jofeph's heart was not fo fortified by ftabkual grace? 

as it appears by hi$: fwcaring by the life of Pharaoh,. 

This is one way whereby Chrift gives (urtable help' 

to his, in tendemefs and comp^^on. The faints. 

, in the courf<^ of their lives, by (he company, foct- 

efy,^ bufmefs they are call upon^ are liable and ex> 

pofecj 
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poied to temptations^ great and TK^atf ibme \vi 
€2n<e kind 6xm, iq another. Hereia is Chrift c^ 
ceedmgly ki&d and tender to them m fortifying 
their hearts with abundance of grace^ as to that 
fio» imto temptatbns whereonto they are mofl ex?- 
pofed; when perhap&m other things they are ?ery 
weak and are oftep jQ^rprized. 

7. Chriit ibmetmies, by fcffioe ftrong impulfe of 
a£ltial grace recovers the foal from the rery borders 
of &i* So it was in the cafe oi Davids 1 Sam« xxin 
^, 5» 6. He ws^ almofl gone as he fyeaks himfelf, 
his feet had well nigh iBpt, The temptation wasi 
at the xioaF of preTalency when a mighty impul£& 
ei grace recovers hiou To fhew his faints whac 
they are» their own weakaefe and ioErmicy, he 
fomeumes IbilerS: them to gp to the very edge and 
brow of the hit}, and then caufeth them to* hear a 
word behind them faying this is the right way walk 
nk it, and that with power and efficacy^ and fa re* 
covers them to himfclf* ' 

J. By. tatiag away the temptaticMi itfclf^ when> 
k glows fi>: firong aqd violeint th^t the poor foul 
inows not what to da Thfc is called ife/iWfwg 
fbe g$dty mi of iemptafion^ 2 Per. £. 9^ As a maoi 
is pkckt put of the fixafe, and the fnare left ^hind 
|o bold another. This have I knowa to be the 
ca^e of many ip .fiindry perplexity temptations,. 
When they have been quite weary, have tried all 
mp2tDS of help and affiiljance, ^ have not h^eisabfir 
to cone to a comfortable rfiuc,, ona f^dden^ umxi^ 
peftedJy the Lord Ghrift in his t^nderacfe aijd com*^ 
'paflion, rebukes Satan, tha,t ^ey hear not one wor^ 
more oS him as to their tenq)tatiOT^ Chrift eomef 
in, in the fform and faith peace,, be ftilL 

4. By giving m frcfti foppBes of grace^- accoi^- 

* .ins: 
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ing as tcmprarions do grow or inercafe. So was ir- 
JQ the cafe of ft«l, 2 Cor. xii. 9, My grace isfuffi^ 
tientfir thee. The temptation whatever it were, 
grew high ; Rnl was earnpcft fop \th removal ; and- 
receives only this'anfwcr of-thne fafficiencyj[>f the 
grace of God^ for his fiippontment, noiwithftand^ 
ing all the r.rowth and* increafc'of tfce temptaticar., 
5. By givmg them wifdom, to make aright, ho- 
ly, and fprrinial iinprovcment of ^V temptations; 
James bids ns count it zWjoy when we^Jatl into ma^ 
ntfol'd tffnpratiortT, James r. 2.- which^ could not be 
done,- were there- not an holy ^nd fpimtual nfe to^ 
be made of thenr, which- a<fo*himfelf manifefts in* 
the words following;- There are manifeld ufes of 
temptations, which experienced Chriftjans with af- 
fiftanee ftiitaWcf from Chrift, may make of them; 
This i* not the leaft that by them we are brought 
to know oupfelves. So Hezekiah was left^ to be 
rried to know what was- in him. By temptation^ 
fome bofom, 'hidden corruption is oftentimes difcc* 
vered that thr foul ^cnew not of before.' As it was^ 
with Hazael in refpeft of enormous crimes; k> in 
feffer things with the = faints. They Would never 
have'bdieved thefe had been fuch litfts and cori^ 
niptionS in tfiem as they have difcoVered upon iheiy 
temptations; Yea , divers having Keen tempted to 
one fin, have difcovered another that, they thought 
hot oft ' As fome befng tenipted to pride, or world- 
linefs, or Iboferiefsof converfation, have been ftarti 
led by it arid' lead \o a difcoyery of a ne^le^l of ma^ 
iiy duties, and wiuch conimimJon with God; whieh 
Before they thought not of. , And this is frota the 
tender care of Jefns Chrift, giving them in fuitablfe 
Relp> without which no man- can pofllbly make uft 
of^ or improve a temptaiiom 'And' this is a fuit- 

' " , able; . 
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^bl^ help iiidced» wherebx a teaipi^ioq whidi 
ptherwiici. or to other perfem laight be a deadly 
wound, proves the lanciipg of a feftered fore, and 
ihe lettmg out of f orryptioQ that echerwife might 
liare endangered xht life itfelf. So i Pet. L 6. i/^ 
fued btpm^ inhwmnefo tbrmgb mmifMtmptOh 

6. When the ibnl ki at any time, more or lef^ 
overcome hj tempmtiwd Chrid in fat$ teodemefs 
reUetes 1% with mercy and pardon* So that his (hali 
not fink utterly. Hinder their burdes i Jc^n il i» a. 
^y cme inore» or all of thefe \mya doth thiC Lori 
Jefus manifeft hfs conjugal tendertefs,. and campt>- 
lion towards W khv^ in and nsder their tempta^ 
iii(»is. 

2. Chrift iscompafionatc toward them in their 
«|9iaio|is} h nHthir ^iBms, hr h affiiitfd^ Ifa. 
lidii. 9« yea H fceiaa$ that all onr affii^i9n6 (at leaft 
^hofe of one fbrt» wmft\y which confifi in per&cii^ 
fpcms) arc his ixk the firft place, ours? only by partif^ 
cipatipn. Col. 1.24. W^fHup the mtafinr^ ^ the afi- 
JHQion^f^ Chrift. Two things evidently maoilcft 
.ihiscompaffionatene&inChrlft. \ ' 

i. l^s inUrceedmg mth his Wither fir their rr- 
/wf, Zedi. i- 12. C3h^rift interccedeih on onr behalf 
not only in fcfpcft of o»r fins, but alfo our fuffer- 
isags ; and when the work of our afflidions isaccom- 
plifiied, we fliall hare the relief he intercccds' for. 
The Father always hears him Md we have not a 
dtelirerance from tremble, a rccojrering erf health, 
ea/e of pain, freedom frot^i any evil thie ever laid 
' hold ni^on n^,' but it is gircn us, oA the intercei&oR 
of Jefas Chrift. Believers arc unacquainted with 
their own condition, if they look upc^ their mcrci^ 
as difpenfed in a way of common jirovidcnce.. And 
■*•■,. ..^ thi^ 
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this may indeed beacaufe why we eftecm them wsy 
inore» are no more thankful for then^ oor fruitful 
in the enjoyment of them ; we fee not bow, by what 
mean% nor on what account they are difpeafed to 
us. The generaticxi of the people of God in the 
world are at fbis day alke, unde^oured, meerly oa 
the account of the interceffion ;rf the Lord Jefusi 
His compafiiotiatene£s hath been the fountain of 
their deliverances. Hence often times be rfebukes 
their ^u&rings and ai9i6^ioBs» that they fhall not 
aft \Ch the mmoft upcni them, when they are under 
them. He is^ with them whea they paTs thi^ougb 
fire and water, lia« xliii ^2, g» 

2* Inthache^dothaaidwii}, in the winding up of 

the matter, fo forcly revenge the quarrel of their 

fufferirigs upon their enemies. He avenges his eled^ 

that cry unto him, yea he doth it fpecdHy. The 

coolravet fy of Sion, leads on- the day of bis vengc* 

«nce, Ifa. xxxiv. 4. He looks uf<Mi them fondetiines^ 

m diftrefs and confid^rs what is the ftate of the 

world in reference to then^ Zaeh. 1. w.We havt 

^umlked h and fro through the eartb\ . and behold alt 

%he earth Jittetb jUU and h at reft; /ay his meflei>» 

gers to him, whcHu he font x<y confider the •world » 

and its condition, during the affiftiofn of his people 

This commoniy is the condition of the world in 

foch a feafott, they are at reft and quiet, their hearts 

are abundantly fatiared; they drink wine in bowlis^ 

and fend gifts one to another. ThenChrift looks^ 

to fee who will come ki for their fiictour, Ifa.lix. 

1 6, 17.. atid finding none enjBjaging Mmfelf for their 

relief, hy the deftrn^Kon of their adverfaries, him- 

felf undertakes it; Now this vengeance he acconr* 

pliflies two ways. 

u Temporally upoa perfbns>;kingdoms, cations 

' , aadi 
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and countries, a type whereof you have, Ifa. Ixiii. 
I, 2, g, 4, 5, 6. As be did it upon the old Roman 
world, Rev. vi. 16. and thisalfo he doth two ways. 
K By calling out here and there an emineatop- 
pofcr, and making him an example to all the world ; 
io he dealt with Pharaoh, for this caufe have 1 raif- 
cd thee up, Exod. ix. 1 6. So he doth to this day, he 
lays his hand upon eminent ad verfarics ; fills one with 
iriry, another with foliy, hlafts a third, and makes 
another wither, or deftroys them utterly and ter- 
ribly. As a provoked lion, he lyes not down with* 
out his prey* 

2* In genera!, in the viols of hjs wrath which 
he will in thefe latter days pour out upon the an- 
tichriflian'world, and all that partake with them in 
: their thoughts of vengeance and perfccution. He 
win miferably deftroy them, and make fuch work 
■ with them in tlie ifliie, that whofoever hears, both 
his ears'ftiaU tingle, 

2. In eternal vengeance will he plead with the 
ad verfarics of his Beloved, Mat. xxv. 41, 42, 43, / 
44. 2 Theff. i. 6. Jude xv. It is hence evident, that 
Chrift abounds in pity and compaiEon towards his 
beloved. Inftances might be multiplied, but thefe * 
things are obvious and occur to the thoughts of all - 
: In anfwer to this, I place in the faints, chaftity ! / 
unto Chrift in every ftatc and condition. That this 
. might be the ftate of the church of Corinth, the 
apoftle made it hisendeavour, 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3[. / have 
efpaufed you to one husband. ' that I may frefent ycu 
^ as a chajie virgin to Chrift : and I, fear leaft by dm 
means at the ferpent be^mied Eve through hisjiib" 
tilit^y fo your minds fhould be corrupted from thefim'- i 
f licit y that is in Chrift. And fo ip is faid of the | 
oU owers of the Lamb, on mount Sion, Rev. xiv. 4. p 

Thefe \ 
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Tbiji mre they that are mt defUid with fiaomenfif^ 
eh^y are virgins i what defiiemaic that waS' thcf 
were free from, (hall be afterward diedared < 

Now there are three tUiDgs wherein this chaiUty 
confifts. 

I. The not -taking any thing into their sSeSi* 
onsand efteem4x>r thc^e ends and purp<^e$ for whidr 
they have received Jefus Chrift. Here the Graia* 
tians failed in their conjugal aifeftiod to Chrift: they 
preferved not themfelves jchafte to him: they had 
received Chrift for life, and juftification and him on^ 
ly; but being after a while overcome with charms, 
or bjewitched, they took into the lame place with 
him the righteoufnefe of the law. How Paul deals 
with them hereupon is known ; how forely, 
how pathetically doch he admoni0i them, how ie^^ 
verely reprove them, how dearJy convince them 
of their madnefs and folly ? This then is the firft 
chafte affeftion believers bear iji their heart to Chrift ; 
having received him for tlieir righteoufnefs and 
falvation before God, for the fountain, fpring, and 
Well-head of all their fupplies, they will not now 
receive any other thing into his room and in his 
ftead. As toinftaace in one particuUr^ We re- 
ceive him for bur acceptance with God! all that 
here can ftand in competition with him for our af- 
feftions, muft be our own endeavours for aTighte* 
oafncl^ to comtnend us to God. Now this muft 
t)e either before wcTeceive him^ or after: for oU 
duties and endeavours of what fort foevcr for the 
vplea^ng of God before our receiving erf Chrift, you 
know what was the apoftle's frame, Phil, iik 8, 9, 1 o. 
all Endeavours, all advantages, all privileges here* 
je<5ts with indignation as lofs, with abomination as 
dung; and winds up all his aims anddeiirec in Chrift 
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dlone and his righteoufnefe for thorc «ods and por- 
pofes. But the works we do after wc have rcccir- 
ed Chrift, are of another confidcration. Indeed 
they are, acceptable to God; it pleafeth him that, 
we ftiould walk in thcmw . But as to that end for 
tirhich we receive Chrift, of no other account thau 
the former, Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. Even the works we do 
after believing, thofe which we are created unto in 
Chrlrt Jefus, thofe that-God hath ordained that be- 
lievers fhould walk in them, as to juftification and 
acceptance with God here called falvation, are ex- 
cluded. It will one day af^ear that Chrift abhorrs 
the janglings of men, about the place of their own 
works and obedience, in the biifmefs of their accep- " 
ration with God. Nor will the faims fipd any peace 
'in adulterous thoughts of that kind. The chaftity 
we owe unto him, requires anoiher frame. The 
neceffity, ufefiilncfs, and excellency of gofpel obe- 
dience {hill be aftei*ward declared. It is marvet- 
ous to fee, h®w hard it is to keep fome profcffors 
to toy faithfulnefs with Chrift in this thing. How 
many difputes have been managed, how many dif- ; 
un6tiom iiiventcd, how many fliifts and evafions ftu-j 
died, to keep up fomethrng-in fome place or other' 
to fome purpofe or other, that they may daIJy,i 
withal. Thofe that love him indeed^are otherwife 
ttoinded. ' ' 

Herein then of all things, do the faJnts endear- 
" tmr to keep their affections chaftie and loyal to Jefus 
Chrift. He is made.iinto them of God righteouf- 
riefe, and they will own nothing elfe to that purpofe : 
yea fotnetimcs they know not whether they haTC 
toy intereft in him or no; he abfents and withdraws 
hiinfelf, they ftlll continue folitary m a ftate of wi- 
dowhood, refufing to^be comforted, thoug{i many 

y ^ . things 
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things offer themfelves to that purpofe, becaufe hc 
is not. When Chrift is at any time abfent from 
thefoul, when it cannot fee that ithathauy intereft in 
I him, many lovers offer themfelves to it, manywooe. 
its affecJ:ions to get it to reft on this or that thing 
; for relief and fuccouri- hut though it go mourning- 
never fo long it will have nothing but Chrift to lean* 
upon. When ever the foul is in the wildernefs^ in 
the faddeft condition, *th ere it will ftay until Ghrift 
come for to take it up ; until it can come forth leaning 
upon him, Cant-viii. 5. Themany inftancesof this 
that the book of Q nticles affords us, we have in 
part, fpok en of before. 

This doth he who Iiath communion with Chrift ; ' 
he watcheih diligently over his own heart, that no- 
thing creep into its affeftions to give it any peace 
oi' eftabliftiment before God, but Chrift only. 
When ever that- qucftioii is to Jbe anf^ered, where- ;^ 
with fliall I xronie before the Lord^ and appear be- 
fore the high God? he doth pot gather up, this, 
oi' that I will do, or here and there I will watch 
and amend my veays; but inftantly he cries in the 
Lord Jefus, have I righteoufnefs ? ail my defire is. 
to.be found i» him, not having on my own rjghte-» 
oufnefsi 

' 2. In cheriftiing that Spirit, that holy Comfort- 
er which Chrift fends to us ; to abide with us in 
h|s room,, an4 ftead.; h^ tdls us that^he. fends him 
to that purpofe,, John xyi. ?• he gives him to us,. 
Jficariam. navar'e operant, faith Tertullian; to abida 
with us. forever, for all- thofe ends and purpofes, 
which he hath to fulfil towards us, and upon us; 
he gives him to dwell in us, to keep us and preferve 
us blamelcfs for himfelf; his name is in him, and. 
with him; and it is upon his account that whatever 
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is done to any of Chrift's, is done tohrai,becaufe it 
29 done to them in whom he is and dwells by his 
fpirit. Now herein do the faints preferre their con- 
' j^g^J aSeflions entire to Chrift, that they labour 
by all meaQs not to grieve His holy Spirit, which 
be'hath fenc in his llcad to ^bidd with them* This 
the appftle pats them in min4 of, Eph. iy. 30. Grieve 
not the holy Spirit. , 

There be twomainends for.which Chrift fends 
his Spirit ta believers. * . 

1. For their fanflificat ion. is." Tor their qonfb- 
jacion: to which two all the particular afts of piirg- 
ing, teaching, anointing, and the rdJft that are a* 
fcribed to him may be referi'ed. So there be two 
ways whereby we may grieve him. i. In refpcft 
of fanftification. 2. In refpcftbf confolation.. 
• \i. in refpe^ of fan£iij(icacixi'n;:'heisthe'Spiritof 
holinefs^ hdy in himfelf, and lire Author of holi-* 
-liefs in us, he works it in us, Tit; iir. 5. and he per- 
fwades us to it, by thofe motions of his which arer 
not to be quenched. Now this in the firft place 
grieves 'the iSpirit,. when he is carrying on in US'/ ' 
and' for us, a work fo rafihitely for our. advantage, 
apd without which we canno^ fee God, that we 

^ IhoukI run erofs to him in ways of -unliolinefs, pol- 
fotion, and defilement. So the connexion of the 
words in the place before mentioned maqifefts, Eph. 
iv. 28, 29, 30, 31. and thence doth Paul bottom 

' . his powerful and moft efFeSiiil perfuafion unto ho- 
Hnefs, even from the abod'e and indwelling of this 
holy Spirit with \is, i Cor. iii. 16, i 7.' Irideed what 
can grieve a loving and tender friend naore than to 
c^ppofe him and flight him, when he is moft intent 
about bur good; and that a good of the greateft 
corife^uence to us? In this then believers make i 

U 2 Digitized by CiOOglc thCl^ 



1^44 Gommmkn with the Son pjus Cbrifl. Cm .^^ 

their bufineis to keep their hearts loyal and their 
affcftions chafte to Jefus Chrift. They labour in- 
ilantlv Bot to grieve the holy Spirit by ioofe and 
foolifhy by carelefs atid negligent walking, /which 
he hath fent to dwell and abide with them. There- 
fore fhall no anger, wrath, malice, envy dwell in 
their hearts, becaufe they are oxitrary to the ho- 
ly meek fpirit df Chiift, which he hath given to 
dwell with them. They attend to his motions, 
make ufe of his afiiilance, improve his gifts, and 
nothing lyes more upon their fpmts than that they 
may walk worthy of the prefence of his holy fub^ 
iflitutc of the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

2. As to confolation ; this is the fecond great end 
for which Chrift gives and fends his Spirit to o^w 
who from thence by the way of cminency is called 
the Comforter : p. this end he Teals us, anoints us» 
eftabliflies us, and gives us peace and joy: 'of all 
which I {hall afterwards fpcak at large. Now there 
be two ways, whereby he may be grieved as to this 
end of hismiffioD, and our chaftity to Jefus Chrift 
' thereby violated. 

I. By placing our comforts and joys in other 
things, aivd not* being filled with joy in the holy 
Ghoft. Xhen we make creatures or creature com- 
forts, any. thing whatever, but what we receive by 
the fpirit of Chrift, to be our joy and our delight, 
we are falf^ with Chrift^ So was it with Demas 
who loved the prefent world. When the ways of 
the Spirit of God are grievous and burdcnfonfic to 
us, wlien we Uy when will the Sabbath Jbe paft 
that we may cxaifcall our labours ? when our delight 
and refreftiment lyes in earthly things, we are un* 
fuitable to Chrift. May not his Spirit fay, why do 
I ftill abide with thefe poor fouls? I provide them 
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joys unfpeakabk and glorious, but they refufe them 
for perifliing things; I p^rovide them fpirJtua!, eter- 
nal,- abiding corifolatioirs, and' it 1s all rejefted for 
a thing of nought. This Chritt cannot bear! where- 
fore believers arc exceeding careful in this, not to 
place their joy and c6nfolation in ^y thing but what 
ia adminiftred by the Spirit; Their daily work is-, 
fo get their hearts' crucified* roVthe world atid the' 
rhings of it;- and tjhe world to their' hearts, that* 
riiey may not have living affeitions tadymgthings j; 
they would fain Ibok otLiXyt world asacrucified dead' 
thing, that hath ndther^form nor beamy;: and if 
at any timesthey have been intangled with creatures^ 
and inferior comentmeuts, and have loft, their Better 
joys, they cry out to Chrift, O reftofe to^ us the^ 
j^ysbf thy Spirit! • -; 

' 2. He is grieved when tKrbugh darlcnefs, anfd! 
unbelief we will nor, do not receive thofe confola-- 
rions wh^'ch he tenders to n^, and Which he is abun--^ 
^antly Willing that we flioiild receive ; but of this 1?- 
fliall have occafion to fpeak feetward in Handliiig: 
our' communldn with the-fioljf^ GKoft.. ; 

' 3. In his iriftkutions-' or 'matter and' manner oP* 
His worfliip, Chrfft. marr]^ing his church to himfelf^ 
taking it to that relation,* ftiHexprefletH theraaiiii 
of their chafte. and choice rffeftibns td him, to \j^ 
ih thcii^keeping ht^ inftitii'tioiif andhis worffiip aqr 
(jopding t^ hisappomtmenr; 'The *bre^ac'K <^ thJ$> 
he calls iadulWry every where, and wftordaorft; hc' 
is a jealous God, and he gives himfelf thiat tft!^ pnly 
in Tefpe^ of his infHrurions; ' Alid tKe wfiojc anoP 
' tacy of the Chrifliaii cHurcH unrO'iaffQ wotffiip 1^- 
calted fornicacfon, ami the cKiircK tHar lead the o-- 
thers to faffe worfhip;' the motKerof hariot?:- On^ 
tliis^ account thofe believer* who really -attend' t^' 

, ^ •*• Digitized by V^OOQli. 



7^6 CommufMn "w'uh tlje Son yefus Cbfifi.Q,^. 1^, 

commooioa with Jclus Chrift, do labour to keep^ 
their hearts chafte to him in his ordinances, iafli* 
tucions and worihip, and that two ways. 

I. They will receive nothings praQice nothing; 
own nothing in his worfhip, but what is of his ap- 
pointment. They know that from th^ foundation 
of the world, he never did allow, nor ever will, 
that in any thing the will of. the creatures fhould be 
the mcafure of his honour, or the principle of his, 
worihip, either as to matter or manner. It was a 
witty and true feidc that one gave of the fecond 
commandment; NonimagOy norifwHilachrum probl-^ 
beter; fcdy non faciei twl: it is. a making to our- 
feWes, an iayenting, • a finding out ways of worihip* 
or means'qf. honouring God, not by him appomted, 
that is fo feverely forbidden. Believers know what 
eniertainnienc all will, worfliip finds vnth God, 
IVIya hath required thofe things at your haricU ? - and,. 
tri vain do you worjhip ;/i^, teaching for doSlrines tb^ 
"traditions, of men^ is the beft it meets with : 1 fhatt 
t^ke leave lo fay what is upon ray heart, and what 
(the Lord aflifting,) I fhall wiUingly endeavour to 
make goodragainft all the world; namely, that that 
principle, that the ^ church hath power to inftirute 
and appoint any thing, or ceremony belonging to*, 
ijie worfliip of God» either as to matter or to mao- 
tier beyond the orderly^ obfervaQce of fuGheiroinat^ 
f^aflces as ncceifarily attend fuchordinances-as Chrift 
himfelf hatti mftituted, lyes at the bottom erf alf 
the horjible fuperftition and idolatry,, of all- the 
confuficwi, blood, perfecutitm and wars that have 
* for fo long a feafon fprcad ihemfehes over the face 
of the ChriftiacL world j and that it.is the defigp of 
^ great part of the Revelation,, to make a difcpvc* 
ly cf this truth. AnUIdoubcnot but that the great 

n \ con- 
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coQCfOiierjfy 'Which God bach liad wich thb nation 
for fa many years/ and which be hath purfucd with 
i0 much anger and indignation, was upon ihi^ ac- 
count! xh^t contrary ^td that glorious light of the 
golpel which flione among as, the wills and fancies^ 
of m?n, under the name of order, decency, and 
the authority of the church (a chimera that npn«- 
knew what it was, nor wherein the power of it clid 
coofift, nor in whom refide) were impofed on men,^ 
- iji the ways and worihip of God-Neither was all that 
pretence of glory, beauty comlinef8,and conformity^ 
th.dt then was pleaded any thing more or leis, than: 
what God doth fo defcribe in the church of IfradV 
Ezek. xvi» 25. and fcMnspardav . Hence was the fpi- 
rit of God in piayer derided, hence was the powers 
ftil preaching of the gofpel defpifed, hence was the 
fabbath decried^ hence^was holinefs ftigmatized ancf 
perfecuted ;. to what end I that Jefus^ Chrift might be: 
depofed from the icXt privilege and power of law- 
making ik hfs xhoreh ', that the true liusband might 
be thruft afide,.OTd adulterers of his fpoufe embrac- 
ed!, that ca/k m^ers might be appointed in and o- 
>erhis houfe^ which he never gave to hk churchy, 
^ Eph. iv* 1 2. that a ceremonious pompous,, outward 
jbew worfliipi drawn ifeom^agan, jndaical and an-*- 
tichriftka cWecvatiws might' be imroduced ;. of all' 
which there- iknoit oae woc4 title or iota m the- 
wholebookxjf .Godt. this theathey whahold com- 
manibn with Cfirift are c»iefal of jthey^will admit' 
of nothing, fw^3ice»othingin'the worftiip of Godt 
private or puWick, but what they h^« hts war- 
xant for; ii^efs it comes^ in his-, naoie, with thus> 
feiih the Lord Jcftts, they will not hear an angels 
from heaven. They knowtheapoftlesfhemfelves 
were tateach the famts^only what Chrifl command- 
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ed tbcra, ^Iatth. xxviil 28. You know ho^manf; 
HI this very nation i» the days not long^ fince paf- 
fed^ yea Ik)W many ;houfands left their native foiU^ 
and went into a vail and howling wildemejs fn the> 
utmoft parts of the: world, ta keep their fouls un-i-. 
defiled and chafte to their dear Lond Jcfus, as to^ 
this of his worfhip and inftitutioos. ' : 

:2, They, readily embrace,, receive, and praftife^ 
every thia?^ that -the Lord Ghrifl hath appointed.- 
They enquire diligently iito; his ■ mind and will,: 
that they may know it;. ^They go to him for di^; 
r^ftionSi and beg of him to lead them in the way 
they have not known. The cxixl PfeJm may be at' • 
pattern for thisw How doth* the good holy fouL 
breath after inftruffion in the ways and otdrnances^ 
the (latutes and judgments of God? This, l^i^rf 
rficy are, tender im What- ever is of Chrift, ihey> 
willingly fubpait untc^ and accept of and give up' 
- themfelves to the con^ant praftice hereof. " What; 
ever comes, on any other account they refufe. . 

4. Chrift manifefts and evidences his love to.hi^^ ^ 
faintsin ^ )vay of bounty, in. ttat rich plentiful pj-o*- 
vifion be .makes for them.. 'It bath pleafed thd" 
Father that in him all fulnefs fhoufd dwell,/ Col. i.. 
19. and that for this end, th>t of his fulnefs we 
might all receive graqe for grace^ John i. 16. 1; 
fhall not infift; upon the partiiculars of thatprbvifiv , 
on which Chrift- makes for^his faint^, with all thof«: 
influences of the; Spirit of life and grace -that daily* 
they receive from himi that bread that he gives^ 
them to^ the full,, the, refreflrn^nt they havcAomr 
him: I fliall only obferye this, that the fcripcurc 
affirms him to da all thino:? fbr .theoi in an abundanr 
manner, or to do it richFy in a way of bounty^ - 
Whatever he., gives us, his grace, to. aifift us,, hit 
prjgfence to comfort wi^ he, doth it abundantly. 

You 
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You have the general affertion- of it, Rom. v. 20. 
Where Jin abmkd^ gr act did abound much trme. If 
^race abound much raore in comparifbn of fin, it is 
abuudant grace kidred^ as will cafily be granted by 
any that thall confider how fin hath abounded and 
<doih in every foul. Ji^nce> he is faid to be able, 
and we are bid to expeft ithat he fliaaid* do for 
us exceecliog abundantly -above what we can q/i or 
• thinks Eph. iii. 20. Is it pardoning mercy we rc^ 
-ccive of him? why he doth abundantly pardon, 
Ifa. hr 7. he wijl multiply or add to pardon, he 
will add pardon tP pandon, that grace and mercjr 
ihall abound above aU our fins andtniquities. Is it 
the Spirit be gives us? he ihedshin:i upon us richlv 
Dr abundantly, Tit. iiL '6. notonlybiddhxg us drink 
of the waters of life freely, but aJfo bcftowing him 
in fuch a; plentiful meafure that rive^ of •water 
^^Wflov^frpm thm that meivehimi Johtt vli. jvQ, 
^. that they fliatl never thirft any more who have 
drank of hiip. Is it grace that we receive of himf 
he gives that alfo in a way of bounty. We receive 
abundance of grace Ronu v. 1 7. he abounds towards 
US' in all wifdom andprudcmce, Eph. i. 18. Hence 
is that invitation. Can. v. i . If in any thing dien we 
^re ftraitned, it is in ourfclves, Chrift deals bounti- 
fully with us. Indeed the great fin of believers^is, 
that they make not ufe of Chrift's bounty as they 
ought to do; that we do not every day take of him 
jnefey in abundance. The oil never ceafe^h, till 
,the veflels ceafe; fupplies from Chrift fail not but 
only when our faith foils in receiving' them. 

4.- Then our return to Chrift is in a way of 
duty ; unto this two things are required. 

I. That we follow after and praftice holinefs in 
the power of it, as it is obedience unto Jefus Chrift 
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tinder this formality, as -obediehce to hiiii. All 
gofpel-obedience is' called, whalfotverChriflcon^ 
7)iands us J Mat. xxviii. 20. And feith he, John xV- 
'I4. ye are my friends if you do what 7 command 
youi.zx^ it is required of us* that we live to him 
who died for iB, 4 Cor., v, xv. 4ive to him iu aH- 
^holy obedience; live to him as our Lord and King. 
Not that 1 fuppofc there are particular precepts 
and a peculiar law of Jefas Cbrift, in the obfer- 
▼ance whereof wc' are juftified, as the Socinians 
fancy i for ftirely the gofpel recpjireaof U3 no more, 
but to love the Lord 0ur Ged with all 9ur hearts 
and all our fouls; which the law alfo required; but 
that the Lord Jefiis having brought its into a con- 
dition of acceptance with God, wherein our obedi- 
ence is well pfcaffng to him, and we being to bonoiif 
•him?as.we honour the Father, that we ihave a re* 
/pcft and peculiar regard to hJra in anonrobiedienGey 
fo, Tit. iiv 14. ^be hathpurchajed ut-unto himjelf; 
and thus believers do in their obedience they ey^ 
Jefus Chrift. - : 

1. As the Author of their faith and obedience? 
^ for whofe fake it is given to them to believe, Phil: 

i. 29. and who by his Spirit works that gbedienc^ 
in them. So the apoffle, Heb. xiii. r, i^; in the 
courfe,. of our c*edienee we ftill look to Jefus the 
Author of our feith \^ faith is here both the grace 
of faith f and the fruit of itin obedience. 

2. As he,^ in^ for, and by whom* we have ac* 
ceptance with God in oar obedience. They know, 
all their duties are weak, imperfeft, notable to abide , 
the prefence of^God; .and therefore they look to 
Chrift as be who bears' the iniquity of their holy 
thmgs> who adds incenfeto their prayers, gathers. 
, . . out 
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cut all the weeds of their duties, and makes them 

acceprable to God. 

-3. As oae^that hath renewed the commands of 
<^od unto them with migtity obligations unto. obe-' ' 
ijiehce. So the apoftle 2 Cor, v. 14,. 15. th^ love 
efChrifl corifirains. uSy of which afterwards.- . 

• 4. They confider him as God equal with his Fa- 
ther, to whom all Iioiiour and obedience is due,- 
fo, Rev. V. 14. But ttiefe things 1 have not long 
fiiice opened in another trqatife dealing about the 
worfliip of Chrift as Mediator. This then the 

•faims do hi all tlieir obediende; they have a fpecial 
regard to their dear Lord Jefus* He is on all thefe 
accounts and. innumerable others continually in their 
thoughts: his love to them, his life for thein, his 
death. for them, all his kindnefs and. mercies con* 
ftrains them to live to him. 

2. By labouring to abound in fruits orholinefs; 
as he deals with us in a way of bounty, and deals out 
unto us abundantly, fo he requires that we.aboiind in . 
all grateful, obediential returns to him; fo we are ex- 
horted to be always abbunding in the ivork of the 
Zjoa:/,' t Cor. XV. 5^. This is that 1 intend; the 
faint$are not fatisfipd. with that meafure that at any 
time they have attained, but are ftiU preflmg that 

' they may be more dutiful, more fruitful, to ChrKl; 
And this is a little glimpfe, of fome of that com- 
munipu which we enjoy with ChrtfL It is but a 
liule from, him, who hath the Jeaft cjcperience of 
it, ^f all the faints of God: who yet hath, found 
that in it, which is better jhan ten thoufand worlds; 

k who defires to fpend the refidue of the few and evil 

days of liis pilgrimage, in purfuit hereof, in the 

contemplation. of the excellencies, defnreablenefs, 

" •• r love 
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love arid grace of our dear Lord Jefos and in making 
returns of obedience according to his will : to whofe 
foul in, the midft of the perplexities of this 
Wrctthed world, and carfed rebellions of his own 
heart, this is the great relief, that'iie that fliall* 
come, ^ill ccxne, and will not tarry; I he Spirit 
and ihi Bride /ay come; and let him thai readetb 
fay come; evenfoCQ/ue hordjefus. 

C H A R VT. 

l« Of communion , ivith Chrijl in purchafed grace < 
fur chafed ^race^ eonfidered in refpe6t of its rife 

. and fountain. Thefirft rife ofit^ in the obediente 
of Chri/h Obedience properly afcribed to Chrijt. 
Two ways eonfidered; what it was^ and where* 
i« it did confi/l^ Of his obedience to the law in 

, general. Of the taw of the Mediator. His Sa-- 
bitnal righteoufnefs how neceffary^ as alfo his obe^ 
dierne to the law of the Mediator. Of his adual 
obedience or a6live righteoufnefs. AllChriJPs obe^- 

- dience performed as he was Mediator. His ac\ 
tive obedience f>r us. This proved at large^ Gal. 
iv. 4, 5. Rom. V. 19.' Phil. lii. 19. Zach. iii, 3, 
4, 5. One obje^im removed. Confiderations of 
ChriJVs adiive righteoufnefs clojed. - Of the death 
of Chrifly and its influence int^ our acceptation 
with. God. A prici : redemption what it if. A 
facrifice. Atton&m&tit made hereby. A funifb^ 

' merit. Satisfizffion thereby. The iriteheffion of 
■ Chrifl; with it^ influence int<^ our acceptation 
with God. , 



o 



U R prbcefs is noWtocominupiofi wkh Chrifi, 
in porchafcd graice: as it was^beforepropbf- 
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%ed. That we may know him^ and the power <f bis 
rejurreilion and the fellowjhtp (f his fu^ering^ and 
betnade comformablelo his deaths Phil. Hi. i<x 

By purchafed grace I underftand all thafrighte- 
oufnefs, and grace which Chrift hath prpcur^, or 
wrought out for us, or doth by- any means make 
us partakers of^ or beftows on us for our benefit, 
by any thing that he hath d<me, or fufFered, or by 
any thing he cpntinueth to do as Mediator. 

1. What this purchjfed grace is, and wherein it 
<iothconfiftw 

2. Hov we, hold communion withQiri ft there- 
in 2 are the things that now come under con&dera- 
tion. 

The firft may be confidered two wajrs. 

1. In refpeft of the rife and fountain of it, , 

2. Of its nature, or wherein it confifteth. 

u It hath a threefold rife, fpring, or caufality 
in Chrift. . 

«. The obedience of his life. 

2. The fulBfering of his death. 

3. His .con tinned interceifipn. All the aftiofis of 
Chrift as Mediator, leading to the communication 
of grace unto us; may be either referred to thefe 
heads, or to fome things that are fubfervient to 
them, or confequcnts of ihem. 

- For the nature of this grace wherein we have 
communion with Ghrift flowing from thefe heads 
and fountains, it may be referred to thefe three. 

1 . Grace of juftification or acceptation with God, 
which makes a relative chaagc in us, as a ftate and 
condition. 

2. Grace of fanftlfication or holinefs before God, 
which makes a real change in us> as to principle 
and operation* ' . 

' • X- n* a* .Grfcc 
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q. Grace of privilege, which i$ mixed, as we 
ihail (hew, if I go forth to the handling thereof. 

Now that we have communion with Chrift in this 
purchafed grace, is evident on this (ingle confider- 
ation; that there is almoft nothihg that Chrifl hath 
done, which is a fpring of that grace whereof we 
fpealc, but we arc faid to do it with him. We are 
crucified with him, Gal. ii, 20. we are dead with 
him, 2 Tim. ii. 11. Col. iii. g. and buried with him^ 
Rom. vl. 4* Col. ii. 12. we are quick ned together 
with him. Col. ii. 1 3. rifen with him, Col. iii. i. 
He hath quickned us together with Chrtft andhatb 
raifed us up together ^ and made us Jtt together in 
heavenly p/aces,lE.ph. ii. 5, 6. In the aftings of 
Chrift, there is by virtue of the compaft between 
him as Mediator and the Father, futh an affured 
foundation laid of the communication of the fruits 
of tbofe afiings, unto thofe in whofe (lead he per^ 
formed them, that they ?re faid, in the participati- 
on of thofe fruits, to have done the fame things 
with him. The life and power of which truth, 
we may have accafion hereafter to inquire into. 

The firft fountain and fpring of this grace where- 
in we have our communion with Chrift, is firft to 
be confidercd: and that is the obedience of his life 
concerning which it muft be declared. , " 

1. What it is that is intended thereby; and 
wherein it confiftcih. 

2. What influence it hath into the grace, where- 
of we fpeak. 

To the handling of this, I (hall only premife 
this obfervation: namely; that in the order of pro- 
curement, the life of Chrift, fas was neceflary:) 
plrectdeth his deaths and therefore we fliall handle 
it i^ the firft place :^ but in the order of applicarioB, 
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the benefits of his death are beftowed on usj ante- 
cedently in the nature of the things thmifelves, un- 
to thofe of his life; as will appear, aibd thatnece^ 
f^rily frpm the ftace and condition wherein we arR 
I. By the obedience of the life of-Chrift^ I in- 
teiTd the wiverfal conformity of the Lord Jefmt 
Chrift, as he was, or is in his being Mediator, to 
the whole will of God; and his compleat aftual 
fulfilling of the whole of every law of God, or do* 
mg of all, that -God in them required. He might 
have been perfeftly holy by obedience to the law 
of creation, the moral law, as the angels were: 

. neither could any mc^re as a man walking with God 
be required of him. But he fubmitted himfelf jilfo 
to every law or ordinance that was introduced upon 

- the occafion of fin, which on his own account he 
could npt be fubjeA to; it becoming him to fulfi) 
ijill righteoufnefs; Mat. iii. 15. as he fpake in refer* 
cnce to 2l newly inftituted ceremony. 

That obedience is properly afcribed unto Jefus 
Chrift, as Mediator,, the fcripturc is witnefs, both, 
as to name and thing, Heb. v. 8. Though he were 
Son yet learned he obedience^ &c. y^, he was^ obe- 
dient in his fufferings,;and it was that which gavo 
life to his death, PhiL ii..3. Hewasobedienttodeath; 
for therein he did make his foul an oflfering for fin,' 
lia. liii« 10. or his foul made an oSeriujg^ for fin as 
it is interpreted ver. 1 2. He poured out his foul to 
death, or his foiil poured out its felf unto death. 
And he not only ianftified himfelf to be an offering* 
John xvii. 9. But he alfo oflfered up himfelf, Heb« 
ix. 14. an offering of a fweet favour 10 God, Eph* 
y. 2. Hence as to the whdlc of his work,, he is cal- 
led the Father's fervant, Ifa. xlii. i. and ver. 19, 
And he profeffes of himfelf that he came into thf 
^ X 2 world 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



25^ Cmmunkn with the Ssn 'Refits Cbrifl. CaJft. 

worlds todo the will of God, the will of him that 
fent hiiM ^ for which he manifelh his great rcadinefsi 
Heb. X, 7. all which evince his obedience. But I 
roppofe I need not infift on the proof of this, that 
Chrift in the work of mediation, and as Mediator,, 
was obedient amd did what he did^ wHlingly and 
chearfully in obedience t© God. 

Now this obedience of Ghrift may be confidere^ 
two ways, 

1. As to the habitual root md fountain of it. 

2. As to the aftual parts or dutie$ of ir, 

I. The habitual righteoufnefs of Chriff as Me- 
diator in his human nature, was theabfolme, eom- 
pleat, exaft^conformity of the foul of Chrift, to 
the wilh mind or law of God; orliis perfeft habi- 
tually inherent righteoufnefs. This he had nece^ 
farily from the grace of union, from whence it i^, 
that, that which was born of the virgin was an holy 
thing, Luke i. 35. It was, I fey, necei&ry confer 
quentially that it fiiould be fo; though the eftefting 
of it were by the free operations of the Spirit, 
Luke ii. 52. He had an all-fulnefs of grace on all 
accounts* This the apoftle deferibeSj-^Hebi vri. 26^ 
Such an high Prieft became us, hofyy barmlejs; uH^ 
dejiledyfepar ate from finmrs. Every way leparate 
and diftant from fin and fmner& he was to be. Whence 
he is called the Lamb of God, without fpot or 
blemiih, i Pet. L 19. This habitual holinefs of 
Chrift was inconceivably above that of the angclst 
He -who chargeth liis angels with folly, Job': iv. 
1 8. who putteih no truft in his faints, and in whofe 
fight the heavens (or their inhabitants) are not clean, 
chap. XV. 1 5. always einBraceth him in his bofbme, 
and is always, well pleafed.with him. Mat. iii. 17. 
And the reafon of this is, becaufe every other 

creature 
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creature though never fo holy, hath the Spirit of God 
^ by roeafure; but he was not giren to Chrift by mca- 
fure^ JoHn iii* ^4. and that becaufe k pfeafed him, that 
ift him all futaefs (hould dwell, Cd. K I9. This 
habitual grate of Chrift, though not abfoiutely in- 
finite, yet in refpeft. of any other creattn-e, ft is as 
the water of the fea, to the water of a pond or 
pool. iUl other creatures are deprefled from per* 
feftion by this, that they fiibfift in a created, de- 
pendent being, and io hav<^ the foufltaii!i of v^nt h 
communicaced ta them, without thetm But the 
-human nature of Chrift fubfifts in th^e pcrfon of the 
Son of God) and fa hath the bottani and foqpj^ 
of itsholinefs in the ftrideft unity with itfelfr 

2» The a^al obedience of Chri(^ ^ was {aid} 
was his witling, chearful, obediential pertonnance of 
every thk>gf ditty, or con»n2in4 ^h«t God by ?h-- 
tqc of any law, whereto We were fubjcft andob-^ 
zfoxious, did req^ir€||^ and moreover to the peculiar 
law of thi Mediator. Hereof thea are twa parrs,, 

I. Th^ wtetever was required of 196 by vihue 
of any law, that he, did rad fulfilled^ Whatever 
was required of tis, by the law of nature m our 
ilate of innocency, whatever kitid-of duty wasadded 
by niorally pofitive, or ceremoniai inftitutions,, 
whoever is required of us in way <rf obedience: 
to rrghteous judicial laws,lie did it alf. Hence he is& 
f^id to be made under the law,- (Sah iv. ^. ftibjeft: 
Gi^'objioxidus to it, to all the precepts cm* commandsj 
of it. So^ Matrfj. iii. 1$. Be faidy it becanrcfcim? . 
» fulfil all righteoufbefs, peajbn Mmofiftm^ all 
manner of righreoufncfe whatever f tfiar is every 
tftin^ tfesK God required, as is^ evident Iroin fffe 
amplication of that general aoaam'io\!ht\^s^^^ 
Jbfea.- I (hall not need for this to go topaTtrcdar 
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inftances, in the duties of the Jaw of nature, to Gckl 
and his parents ; of morally pofiti ve in the fabbath, and 
other ads of wprfhip; of the ceremonial law, ia 
circumciiion, and obfervation of all the rites of the 
judaical, church; of the judicial, in paying tribute 
to governors. It will fuffice 1 prefume that on the 
one hand he ^id nojin^neither was guile found in his 
mouthy and on the other, that he fulfilled all righte- 
oufiieis, and thereupon the Father was always well 
pleafed with him: this was that which he owned of 
himfelf, that he came to do the will of God, and he- 
did in 

2.^here was a peculiar law of the Mediator^ 
which refpefted hiimelf merely, and contained, all 
thofc afls and duties, of his, which are not for our 
imitation. So that obedience which he fliewed in- 
dying, was. peculiarly totbis law/ John x* 1 8. 1 have 
power tp lay down my Hfe. This commandment 
have I received of ray Father As Mediator, he 
received this peculiar command of his Father, that 
lie flicMild lay down his life, and take it again, aad 
he was obedient thereamto. Hence we fay, he^ 
who, is Mediator, did fome things merely as a man 
fukjeft to the law of God in general,, fo he prayed 
fbr his perfecntors, thofe that put him to deaths 
Luke xxiii. 24, fome thmgs as Mediator; fo he 
prayed for his eleft only^ John xvii. 9. There 
were not worfe \ti the world really and evidently^ 
than many of them that crucified him; yetasamat> 
futjeft to the law, he forgave them and prayed for- 
them. When be prayed as Mediator, his Father 
always heard him andanfwered him, John xi. 41,- 
and in th^ .other prayers, he was accepted as one 
exa^y performing his duty* 
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Thi5 then is the oboiience of Chrift, which was 
the firJflt thing , propofed to be confidered. The 
next is, that it hath an influence into the grace of 
which we Ipe^, wherein we hold communion with- 
him, namely our free ^ceptation. with God: what? 
that influence is, muft alfo follow^ m its order. 

i. For his habitual righteoufnefs, 1 fiiall only* 
propofe it under thefe two confiderations :: 

I. That upon this fvipp©fnion> that it was n^ed-^ 
fill that we fliould haye a Mediator that was Goi 
and man in one pcrfeti, as it cculd' nbe otherwifc 
he, it m*fl: needs be, that he miift be fo holy/f 
For all though there be bm one primary neceflary* 
eflfeft of the hypoftacical' union, which is the fub-« 
fiftance of the human nature in the perfon of the* 
Son of God, yet^, that he that was fo united to him^ 
ihould be ashdy thing, compieatly holyj: wasne*^ 
ceflary ^fo> of which before, • 

2* That the relation; which this righteoufnefs o^ 
Chrift hath to the grace we receive from him; is 
only this, that thereby, he was fit to do. all that he 
bad to do for us» This fe the intendment of the • 
apoftle, Heb. \ii. 26; fuch aa c»ie became ost it' 
v^ras needful he ihould be fu£h an one, ribat he^ 
might do what he had <a do» And the reafone^ 
hereof are two; , 

I. Had he not been complejitly fiirniflied tritk 
habitual grace, :he could never have aflually ful- 
fflied the righteoufnefs, which was required ai: his' 
hands. It was therein that he was able to do all' 
that he jdid. So himfelflays down the prefenceof 
the Spirit with him as the bottom and foundation 
of his going fonh to his work, Ifa. Ixn i. ^ 

.2. He could not have been a compleat and per- ' 

fcft iacrifice/ nor hare anfwercd all the types and: 

, ♦ . . - - figur^-* 
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figures of hbut that were compleat md wkhotit 
blemilh: but now Cbrifl having this habitual 
righteoafnefs, if be had never yeilcjed any eonti- 
nuedobedience to. the law adively, but had fuiSer- 
cd as fboo after his incaraatim, as A^dua finned 
after his creation, he had been a fit facrifice and 
offTeriogt and therefore doubtle^ hk f(^I6wtng obe» 
dience, hath another ufe befides to fit him for am 
oblation, for which he was moft fit withom ii. 

2; For Cbrift's obedttdee tathe law pf mediatr* 
on, whereia it is not coiaciden^ with his pafiive om 
bediqice as they fpeak (6or I know that expreilioix 
is improper) It was that which was reqnifite for the 
difcharging of his office,, and is not imputed unta 
11^ as though we had done it, though thtapotelef- 
mat a and fruita of if are; but is of the nature c^ 
his in^erceiSon?: whereby he provides the good 
things we ftand m need of, at leaft fubferviently toi 
his obbtioa and interceffion t of wluch more a/ter- 
watds^ 

J. About his aftrial fulfilling of the law, or do* 
ing all things that of us are required,, there is fbme 
doubt and qiieflion: and about it there aare thre^ 
fev^eral opinions* - 

K Tha; this afiive obedicnce-of CFffift, hath no 
farther influence into our juftification andacceptar 
tion with God,but asit was preparatory to hisblood-- 
fhcdding and. oblation, which, is the fole caule erf 
our; jiiftifi^cation, the whole righteoufiiefs which is 
imputed to us, arifing from thence* . ' 

; 2. That it may be confidered two ways, t. As 
1% is purely obedience, and fo it hath no other ftate,^ 
but that before memioned, 2v As k waS accom* 
pffftted with fuffering, and joined with it, as it was 
|!ajrt of his humiliarion, fak is imputed to us, or isi 
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part of that, tpon the account Wl^creof/ we krc 
Juftified. 

3. That thb obcdtence of Chrift Deing done for 
uSy is reckoned gracbully of God, unto us, and 
upon the account thereof, are we accepted as righ-^ 
teous before him. My intendment is not to handle 
this diflFcrence in the way of a controTcrfy, biit ta 
give fuch.an underftanding of the whole, as may 
fpeedily be reduced' to the praftice of godlinefs and 
confolaiion: and this Ifhall do in the enfuing ob* 
fcrvations. 

1. That the obedience that Chrift gelded to the 
law in; general,, k not only to the peculiar law of 
the Mediator, though he yielded it as Mediator*. 
He was incarnate as Mediator, Hcb. ii. 14.. and 
Gal. iv. 4. And all he afterwards did, it was as our 
Mediator: for that caufe came he into the.worjd^ 
and did, and fuffered,. what ever he did or ftiSer-' 
ed id this \?eorld* So that of this expr^iGpn, a^ 
Mediator, there is a twofold fenfe: for it mzj be 
taken ftri^ftlv, as refatfng folefy to ih^law of thd 
Mediator, and fpXhrift may be laid to do as Me* 
diator, only what he did in obecEence to that lawj • 
but in the fenfc now rnfifted on,- whatever Chrift 
did as a man fnbjeft to any law, he did it as Media- 
tor, becaufe he did it as part of tht duty incumbent 
©n him, who undertook fo to be. 

2, That whatever Chrift did as Mediator, he did 
it for them whofe Mediator he was^ or in whofe 
ftead, and for whofe good, he executed, the office 
of a Mediator before God : this the Holy Ghoft wit- 
neflcth, Rom. vlii; 3, What the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through theflefly^ God fending 
his ofwn Son, in the Ukenefs offtnfulflejh^ and for 

Jin, condemned fin in thefiejh, that the righteoufneji 

of 
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pftbe law might be fuelled in us. Bec^ufe that 
we could not in that condition of-weaknefs, where-* 
into we are cift by {m, come to God and jbe freed 
from condemnation by the iaw} God fent Chrift, 
its. a Mediator- to do and fnfFer whatever the law re* 
quired at our hands, for that end and purpof^, thai 
vrt inight not be coiKlemncd but accepted of God. 
It was all to this end, that the righteouinefs of the 
law might be fulfilled in us: that is,; wliich the lavf 
required of us, confifting in dudes of obedience, this 
Chrift performed for us. This expreffion of thi^ 
apoftle, Gikifendii^g his pwn Son, in the likene/s of 
finfvilfiejhy andjprjii^ condemning Jin in tbefiejh: 
iJF you wiH add to it/ that of Gal !?• 4. that he was Tq 
fent forth, as th^t he was made under the law, that 
is, obnoxious to it, to yield all i;he obed.ietice thai 
it 4oth rcqi^re, comprizes tlie wholp of what CSirift 
did or fuffere4; an^ all this the Holy Qhqft tells xt^ 
Vfs for us, ¥er. 4. 

3. That the end of this aftive obedience of 
Chrift, cani^oi be affignedi^to he, that he might bo 
fitted for his death and oblation. For he an^vered 
all types, and was every way fit jo be made an offer-r 
ing for fin, by his union, ?nd habitualf grace; fp 
that if the obedience Chrift perfQrme4, be ^ot rec-» 
koncd to us, and done upon our account, there i$ 
no juft <3ufe to be affigned, ,why he fhould li?e here 
}n the world fo long s^s he did,, iiuperfeA obedience 
to all the laws of God. Had he died before, ther$ 
bad beeii perfeA innocence, and perfeA hoFmefs^ 
byliis habitual grace, and infinite Yirtue and worth 
from the dignity of his perfon: and furely he 
yielded not that long courfe of all manner of obc- 
^ diehce, but for forae great and Special purpofe, in 
reference to wx falvatign* 

4. That. 
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4. That, had not the obedience of Chrift been 
for us, (in what fenfe we fhall fee inftantly) it might 
in his life hare been required of him, to yield obe- 
dience to the law of nature, the alone law which 
he could be liable to as a man ; for an innocent man 
in a covenant 'of works; as he was, needs no other 
law; nor did God ever give any other law to any 
fuch perfons; (the law of creation is all that an in- 
nocent creature is liable td, with what fyrabols of 
that law God is pleafed to add.) And yet to this 
law alfo was his fubjeflion voluntary; and ^hac not 
only confequentially, becaiife he was bom upon his 
own choice, not by any natural courfe. But alfo be- 
caiife as Mediator God and man, he was not by the 
inftitution of that law obliged unto it, beingf as it 
were exempted,, and lifted above that law by the^ 
hypbftatieal union: yet when I fay his fubjeftio» 
hereunto was voluntary, 1 do not intend that it was 
merely arbitrary and at choice, whethef he would 
yield obedience unto it or no; but on fuppofition 
of his undertaking to be a Mediator, it was, necef- 
fary it (hould be fo: but' that he voluntarily and 
willingly fubmicted unto; and fo becaitie really fub* 
jeft to the commands of it. But xiow moreover Je- 
fus Qirift yielded perfeft obedience to all thofe laws,^ 
which came upon us by the oc^S^on of fin; as the 
ccrcitionia! law : yea thofe very inftitutions that fig- 
nified the wafliing away of fin, and repentance from 
fitr, as the klptiftiti of John, which he had no need 
of himfeff. This therefore rtiiift ne^ds b[e for iis. '' 

5. That t)he obedience of Chrift cannot be; rec- 
koned amongft his fufferings, but is <:learly diftinft 
from it : as to all formafities, doing .is (me thing, 
fuffering another; they are in diveHe predicaments, 
aiad cannot be coincident. 

r \ Se' 
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. See then briefly what we have obtained by thofe 
confideratioas ; and then I ihall intimate what is the * 
ftream iffuing from this firft fpring or fountain of 
purchafed grace, with what influence it hath there* 
unta 

I. By the obedience of the life of Chrift, you 
fee what is intended: his willing fubmiinon unto, 
and perfeA compleat fulfilling of every law of God^ 
that any of the faints of God were obliged unta 
It is true, every aft almoft of Chrift^s obedience, 
from the blood of his circumcifion, to the blood of 
his crofs, was attended with fuflfcring; fo that his 
whole life might in that regard be called a death: 
but yet looking upon his wiilingnefs and obedience 
in, it, it is diilinguilhed from IiisjfufFerings peculiar- 
ly fo called, and termed his aSive righteoufnelk 
This is then, I fay,* ^ was fliewed, that comTpleat 
abfolutely perfeft accotDpHihment of the whole law 
of God by Cbrift, our MecJiator; whereby he not 
. only did iio fin^ neither was there guile founcT in 
his mouth, but alfo moft perfefily fulfilled all righ- 
teoufnefe, as ^e aiSri?ie4 it bpcame him to do. 

' 2 . That this obedience was performed by Chrijft, 
not'for himfelf, bjit for us: and ia our ftead: it is 
true! It muft needs be, that whilft he had his con* 
verfation in the flefli, he muft be moft perfeftly , 
and abfolutely holy. | But yj?t the prime intendment 
of his acco^xpliflmg of holinels, which confifts in 
the compleat obedience of bis \ybole life p any law 
of God, t(iat was po leis, foi^'us, than his fuffering , 
deatii:. that tFiis is fo,. the apoftle tells us, Galiv. 
j^^ 5. God fent fortH_his Son made of a wom^n, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were un- 
der the Jaw: this fcripttire formerly named, muft 
be a little farther infilled on. He was both niade 

of 
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of a woman, iand made under the law, that is, o- 
bedient to it for us. The end here both of the 
incarnation and obedience of Chrift to the law, (for 
that muft needs be underftood here by the phrafe 
u/H) nomon genomenos^ that is, difpofed of in fuch 
a condition, as that he muft yield fubje^ion and o* 
bedicnce to the law) was ail to redeem us. In thofe 
two expreiEons, made of a woman, made under the 
]aw, the apoflie doth not knit his incaruiiticHi and 
death together, with an exclufion of the obedience 
of his life* And he was fo made under the law, 
•as thofe wo-e under the law he came to redeenu Now 
^vc were under the law, not only as obnoxious to its 
penalties, but as bound to all the duties of it. That 
this is our being under the laAV, the apoftle informs 
us, Gal. i?. 2 I. Tell me, ye that defire to be under 
the laT^. It was'not the penalty of the law they de- 
fired CO be under; but to be under it, in refpeft of 
obedience. TaJke away then the endand you deftroy 
the means: if Chrift were not incarnate, nor made 
under the law for himfelf, he did npt yield obedi- 
ence for himfelf: it was all for us, for our good: 
Jet us now look forward and fee what influence this 
hath into our acceptation. 

.3. Then 1 fay, this perfeft compleat obedience 
of Chrift to the law is reckoned unto us. As there 
is a truth in that, the day thou eateft thgu /halt 
die ; death iS the reward of fm, and fo we cannot 
be freed from death, but by the death of Chrift, 
Heb. ii. 13, 14. So alfo is that no lefs true, do 
this and live^ that life is not to be obtained, unlefs 
all. be done, that the law requires. That is ftill 
tvuCf if thou wilt enter into life^ keep the command- 
mentSy Matth. xix. 1 7. they muft then be kept b; 
us, or our Surety. Neither is it of any value whic^ 
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by fome is objected* that if Chrift yielded perfeft 
obedience to the law for us, then arc we no mons 
bound to yield ob^tence : for by bis undergoiBg 
death the penaky of the \mr we are freed from if. 
1 anfwer. How did Chrift undergo deaths nocrdy 
as it was penal? how then are we delivered from 
death, merely as it is penal : yet we muft die ftill, 
yea as the lall confliA with the eflFe€te of fin, as a 
paflage to our Father we, muft die. Well then, 
Chriii yielded perfeft obedience to the law ; but 
how did he do it? Purely as it ftood in that con-r 
ditiohal, do this and live: he did it in the ftroigth 
of the grace he had received: he did it as a means 
of life, to procure life by ir, as the tenor c^ a co- 
venant. Are we then fireed from this obedience ? 
Yes, but how far? From doing it in our own 
ftrength, from doing it for this end, that we may 
obtain life everbfting. It is vain that fome fay 
confidently, that we mufl yet work for life, ic is all 
one, as to. lay, we;ire yet under tlie old covenant, 
hocfac. 6" yives : we arq not freed from obedience, 
as a way of walking with God, but we are, as a way 
of working to come to him, of which at large af- 
terw^ards. 

Rom. V. 1 8, 19. By the nghtemfiufs of one. the 
fre/e gift came upon alt men unto juftificat ion of tife^ 
by the obedience of one\ many fhcfU be made rigbte^. 
ous^ faith the Holy Ghqft. By his obedience to the 
law, are we made righteous, it is reckoned to us for 
righceoufnefs. That the paffive obedience of Chrift 
is here only intended, is falfe. ^ 

Firft it is oppofed to the difobedience of Adam 
which was aftive. The dikaioniay is oppofed pa^ 
raptmati: the righteoufnefs to the fault. The 
fault was ^an aftive tranfgreffion of the law; and 

the 
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ihe obedience oppofed to k muft be an aSive ac* 
<:ompKfhment of it. Befides otediencc placedfihg- 
\j m Its ovrii nature denoted an aftbn, or aftions 
■coi^formable to the law; and therein came Chrifty 
lio^rb^eftroy but to fulfil the law, Matth, y. 
17. ^hat was the defign.of his coming; and fo 
for ris, he came to fulfil the kw fpf us^ 1& 
m. 6. and born to i<s, Ltjlte ii.t i." This alfo was 
iff that will of the Father, which out of his infinite 
ioTe he came to accomplifli. ct* It. cannot clearly 
be evinced that there is af^y fudl thing in propri* 
eiy of fj^ech, as paffive obedience: obeyiiig is dc-' 
ing; to which ffaffion] or fuiFering cannot belong : 
I kiiotv it is-comfnonly called fo, when men obey 
•tmtil they fiiffer, but property it is not fo. 

»So al(b Phil. iii. 9. And/be found in hhuy not 
having fiiy cw/i' righteoufnefs tvbicb is of the laWy 
imt that ,v;!hich is through the faith, of Chriji, the 
righteoufnefs which is of God by faith. The righ* 
teoufnefs we receive Is oppofed to pur own obedi- 
ence to the law,:- oppofed to it, not as fomething. 
in another kind,^ but as fomething in the fame 
*kjnd, exch-iding that from fuch an end which the 
-othfer obtains^ Now this is the obedience of Chrift 
to t*he law, himfelf thereby being made to us righ- 
^eebufnefe, i Gor* i. 30. 

Rom. V. 10.. the iffue of rfie death. of CHrift is 
placed upon reconciliation, that is a flaying of the 
'enmity atrd reftoringus into that condition of peacd 
and friendfliip wherein Adam was before his fall. 
But is there no more tp be done? notwithftanding 
ihat'there vt'as no wrath due to Adam, yet he was 
to obey if he would enjoy eternal life. Something 
. there is moteoVer to bp dotie in refpeft of us, if af- 

•Y.^ • ' tei 
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ter the flaying of the enmity and reconciliation made 
we ihall enjoy life; being reconciled by his death: . 
we are faved by that perfcft obedience which in hi« 
" life he yielded to the law of God. There is diftinft 
mention made of reconciliaticHi, through a non^ 
imputation of fin, as Pfal. xxxii^ i. Luke I 77* 
Rom« iii. 2 5. 2 Cor. t« 1 9. and juftification thiough 
an imputation of righteoufiiefs, Jer. xxiik 6. Rom. 
h. 5. I Cor. i. 30. although thefe thing* are fa 
far from being feparated, that they are reciprocally 
affirmed of one another; which as it doth not e« 
vincc an identity, (o it doth an eminent conjun£ti* 
on: and this laft we have by the Bfe of Chrift. 

This is fully expreffed in that typical reprefen- 
ration of our jiiftification befc«re the Lord, 2ech. iik 
J, 4, 5. two things are there expreffed, to belcxig 
to our free acceptation before God. i. The taking 
away of our fin, our filthy robes : this is done by 
the death of Chrift. Remiffion of fin is the pro- 
per fruit thereof J but there is more alfo required* \ 
even a collation of righteoufaefs, and thereby a \ 
right to life eternal : this is here called fine change 
of raiment J fo the Holy Ghoft exprefics i;t again„ 
Ifa. Ixi. 10. where he calls rt pMinty, the garment ' ; 
of falvation, and the robe of r^hteoufnefsv ik>w 
^ this is only made burs by the obedience of Cbrift„ 
as the other by his death. . 

Objeit. But if this be fp, then are we. as righte* i 

" ous as Chrift himfelf, being righteous with his righ- \ 

teoufnefs. . 1 

Anfiv, But firft here is a great difference, if it J 
were no more than that this righteoufnefs was in- ! 
herent in Chrift, and properly his own, it is only , \ 
reckoned or imputed to us : or freely beftowed oii 
us : and we are made dgbteous with that which is 
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-' not otiirs, 'Bxxifecondlyy the truth is, That Chrift 
^ - "Was ilbt tig hteous with thai righteoufnefs /or him** 
fe'lf, bat for us : fo that here c^n be no coi^pari- 
fon; only this we may fay, -we are rigjiteous with* 
his righ feottfnefs wTiich he wroiigHt for' us, and that 
coropleaily, ^ . . ; 

And this now is thdS rife of the purcKafed grace; 
i^herebf k^t fpcak, ihe obedience of Chrift.. And' 
this is the influence, of it into oEr acceptation with 
God. AVhereas jthe guilt of fiii, arid .our obnoxi* 
oufnefs to. puriifliment oti that account, is removed' 
^nd taken away, as fhall farther be deckred, by 
fhe death of Chrift; and whereas befides the tak- 
ing al^vay of fin^ \ye have need of .^ compleat righ- 
tcouthefs upon the accouBt whereof we maybe ac*- 
depted with God, this obedience pf Chriil, through * 
fhe free gracd of Goct i$ imputed uiito.us for that ^ 
end'and purpofe. ' - 

• This is all 1 ffiall for.the pxeCsm infift on to tbif ^ 
pufpofe; that the paffive rightpoufnefe o£ Cbrill^ 
' only, is imputed toi^i, ixi.theuon-iniputatipnof fiui- 
and tha.t on the condttibo of^ our faith and new obe- 
dience, ' fo exaking them into the r6om of the righ- - 
teoufnefs of Chrift, is a tKirig which i^ cbrnmuni-.: 
on with the tord Jefus,: 1 l:iave as yet no. acquain- ■ 
tarice withal :\ what may,te- laid is,4.fce,,way of. ar-* • 
" gumeht on tii'e one ilde 6r<>tjhier, n^uft.i^.f ^cwh^ 
-confidere^di". " ^ ..* *.. , -. - . \\ J 

./ The feqond, fp^ing ofpur copimmjionjvcd^h CW 
m purchafed ^race,' is hjsrdej^li and bblatida. He* 
AVas ours in all he did,vri all he fuifered' 

i {hallbe the, niore bfief inhandlin^of this^ biev* 
iraufe -on another de^gn.lJbave.dfewh.ei'e W^.h^ 
treated of all theK:oikeVr>mems of It. 

" ■ X 3;, ' ' ^ No^v 
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Now the death of Chrift as it is a fpriog of ihstt 
purchafed grace wherem we have communibawiili 
him, is in the fcripture propofed under a: threefold 
confideratbp.. 

I. Of a price. 2, Of a fict'.Sce. j. Of ap^ 
nalty. 

In the firft regard its proper effect is redempti- 
on, in the fecond reconcHiatbn or atonement, iit 
th^ third facisfadion ; which are the great ingre-^ 
dients trf that pnrchasled grace whereby in the firft 
place we have communion with Chrift. 

I. It i)$ a price: we are bought with or fnUy. 
I Cor. Yi. 2 0. being notredemed with Jiher mi 
gold^ and corruftibU things^ but with %he preciov^ 
blood of Cbrifty i Pet. i. 17, 1 8: which therein an- 
fwers^thofc thi^s in other contracts .- he camett^ 
lay down his lift a ranfoni for many\ Matth, xx*.. 
28. A f rice of redemption : i Tun. ii. 6. The pro 
per ufe and energy of this expreiEon iii the fcrip- 
ture, 1 Imte elfewherc declared. 

Now the proper tS^d and iffne of the death of . 
Chrift as a price or ranfom, fe as I faid, redeinptis- 
on. Now redemption is the deliveraice of any from 
bondage, or captivrrj, and the miferies attending 
that condition, by the iatervention or interpofiiibft 
of a price or ranlom pad by the Redeemer to him 
by whofe authority the captive was detained. ■• 

1. In general \it b a delirerance : hence Chrift 
13 called the Deliverer, Rom. xr. 26. giving himfelf 
to deliver us. Gal. i. ^. He is Jeftis who delivers 
U6 from the wrath to come, i The£ i^ 10. 

2. -It is the delivery of one from bondiagc 6r 
caprivity : we are without him, all prifoners ani 
captives : bound in prifon, Ifa. Ixi. 1. fitting 10 
darkncfs, in the prifon-houfe,^ Ifa* xlii. 7. chap. 

xlii. 
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xlix. 9,. pBtfoaers in the pir^ i^hereia there is no 
water^ 25e€h. iJt 11. the captives of the mighty^ 
and the prejr of the terrible, 16^ xlix. 25. mider a 
captivity that muft bekd captive^ PfaL Ixviii. 18;. 
ihis guts us in bondage,. Heb. xL \^^ 

jw The pepfon* committing thus to prifbn- and 
into bondage, is God hknfel£. To hioi we owa 
our dfebta, Matth* vi. i2,andxviii* ri^ 28,. 29^, . 
agaiqft him are pur oiFences>.P£iL lu 5. He is the 
Judgig and lUw-giver, James iv*. 1 2. tp fin; is to rc-» 
i^el againil hiid. He ihuts^ iip mea under diibbe-^ 
dience, Rom. xL 5,2, and he flball call both body 
and foul of the impenftent into hell fire,. Matth,. 
X 28/ 'JVhis wpaih are men obnoxious^ John iii;. 
3.6. and ly jandei^ it by th€ fentence of the law„ 
•wiieh r« thefr prifen., , . 

4^ The miiecies that attend this coxu|ition. arer . 
kinupxerable,^. bondage to Satan, fio^^and the worlds 
coftiprizcs. the fani: of themj from^ att which w« are 
delivered by the deajth of Chrift, as a price or ran- 
forn* God hath delivered us from the power oj^ 
darknefiy (md baib tranjlated us into the kingdorw 
of his dear Sml, i?h whom.^we have- r$demftioit 
through hisB&od^CoK u 13, i a^^Ar A ht ndeems:^ 
us from all ini^ityg. Tin lu. 1 4».fxom our tain con-- 
verfatibn, iPet^i id, 19* even from the guilt and^ 
power of* our iGh, purchafmg us to himfelfapdcu^ 
liar people zeakns of good ^itmris^ Tit; ir. ia^ (o^ 
dying for the ledemption ,of tranfgFcfibrs, HeLiXi 
15. Redeeming u^.alfo from the world. Gal iv. 5, 

5, And all this fs by the payment of the price 
mentioned' into the. hand of God, h^ Whofe {wm 
preain auihority, we were detained captives under 
th,e fentence of the law. The debt is due to tlic 
great Houlholder^ Matth« xviii, 23/24. And thr 

penal 
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penalty, hts corfe and wratfr, from X^hidh by iciX'e 

are delivefed, Rev. 11.5. 

Thh tire Holf Ghoft fre^aewl^^ Infifts 6n, Rdfii. 

iii. 2*4, 25; BeiTfg jujitfitd freely by hb graces 

through the redhtpfhm thai h H ^efus Ckrift; 

ivhoni God:' hnih Jet forth to he ^ prxipkmhon through 

faith in Im blood; to declare his- rightemfnep foh' 

• the remijfton of finy: (6 alfo rCof. v\. 20* j.Per. i,- 

* iSi'M^r.xx; i8;. t'^Pirti^if. (5. Eph. K 7i Cof. 1, 
13. Gdl. ill. r^. AnJ this It tlitf fifft cirfid'emnotl* 

of the death of Cfirt^,. as k hath ^n jtiftnettc^ iilr<r 
ite pi*oturemerrt df thai grace whefcih we hakt 
communion with hi m;« 

Secondly, It >^as a fac/ifi'ce alfo, he had.a'bodT' 
prepami hitn,- Htb.^ x.- 5. >wherem he ^?c^s to at- 
compiiQi^what by^the typical* obfetlofis iitid.btirtl^^ 
dlferfAgs of the* \iv^i^% prefi^fed. ''Aticf-that bbdy* 
He b-ffcred; Heb/.-xi Vo; that is his vr^te hiimait 
nature, 'for hhfovf alfiwas made (m oj^erhg fof 
Jihy Ifa. Hri. 1 o. on x^fhich accotmt h'e is faid to oticf * 
himfdf,'Eph. t; ?'. Heb/i: 3; Heb.rJr/^a^. He gave ■ 
hifefelf avfat:ri'fice to Qdd i^f i*Aveer fmdling fa-^ 
. "i^oirrv '^ Ahd this \X did AVlIlfhgljj; Is became him* 
who \th? to be a-fiterifrct;. - The 6w of this obedi^ 
tGtt bein g written ^ in his heart, ?]faK xlr 9*. that 1^, . 
he h^d ^ readinefs,^Wrflirignefs, deflircf for rr^per- - 
fbntifafrci,- •. . ' )' ■'-;/*'■ ^ '^'J '•'^^ '■ ;'"^ ' 
' Now.- the- fefid'-'oT .facrii&e^; Y^^^^" as"' fiis^ \^a$;' 
Bloody^.Qrf fi^f'fitt/Rorfi/*^^ J7. Sis^i 

atotieni^nf afid ffecdnti^oii;' THi?' kevei'y^h^^ 
afcribed^, to them, t-h^t ihey .Wei;e ro fti^k e atbne- 
Ift'^nt, that i^m a way (lii^abte to ihdir nattrre. Arid 
fflh fe th e tendency ^qf f h^d d^atH* o£;C^nfi; ' ^i a fa-» 
efifice^ .aftbflcmtnt 'a:ntii fe^6iitiilatlckv\^^^^^ Gt3Kt: 
JSin hm brilcea fri'ctfdfltfpr-Wtweetl" Go'd ^df w% 
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I(a. IxiiL lOi whence his wfath was~c»i us, Jobii 
ill. 36. and we are by nature obnoxious to k^ Eph. 
ii. 3. This is taken away by the death of Chriif^ 
as it was a iacrifice, Dan. tx. 24. when we were 
enemies^ we were reconciled U God by the death rf 
his Sofi^ Rom. v. 10. And thereby do we receive 
the atonement^ ¥er. 1 1^. j&r God was in Qfmjl re^ 
conciling the world /« bimfelfy not ijjufuting to them 
their Jns^ and their imquities, 2 Cor, r. 19, 20^ 
2 r. So alfo £ph. ii. 12, 13, 14, I5» 16. and ia 
fundry other places : and this is the fecond confir 
deration of the death of Chrift, which 1 do bur 
name, having at large infilled on theie things elfe* 
where. 

Thirdfy, Itwasalfda punifhmenr> apuniihmeut 
in our ftcad. He was wounded for our ^/, and 
bruifed for our inimiities^ ibe chaftifement of our 
feace was on biniy (fa. liii. 5^ Go^ made ail our ir 
niquities (that is the punilhment of them) to meet 
upon him, ver. 6: he b.ar^ tbejins ofmany, yer. 12. 
tils own felf bare our fins in fjis body on the tree^ 
I Pet. ii/ 2 4, 25. And therein hcwhahew. rvoftn, 
was made fin for us^ 2 Cor. v. 2 u what it is in the 
fcriptures to bear Jin^ ike. Deut. xix. 5, 2q, 17. , 
NumK xiv. 33. Eph, xviii. 20. The^ure, kind, 
matter, and manner of this pmiiflimenta I have, a^ 
I faid before, elfewhere difcufled. 

Now bearing of puniftunent tends dircAly tathe 
giving fatisfaAioQ to bini who was offended, and 
on that account inSided the puniihment. Juflicc 
candeiire no more th« a proportional puniihment 
due tOLthe ofEence. And this on his. own vohmrary 
taking of our perfoas, undertaking, to be owr Medi- 
ator, was itifiifted on our dear Lord Jefus.^ His fub^ 
ftituting himfelf ia our room, being allowed of by 

th^ 
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the righteolis Judge, fatisfaijti^ to him doth iheftcfe 
properly cnfiie. -^ 

Anti this k the threefold confideration of th6 
death of Chrift, as itiiaprmcipal fpriftg and foun* 
tain of that gt'ace whereift we havd «)mm^Tiion with 
hitH : for/ a8'\^ilKaj>f)eir iH out* pfodefo, the fmgte 
aiid iribft eftifecnt pa^t <]# /j^itrchftfed -grace, is ikV- 
thing 4)ut the natural exurgeuey of the threcfoW 
^ffeft^ of the death of "Ch rift, intimated to flow 
from iu on the account 6f the threefold confide- j 
y^fioii ihfifted;oti. This theh is thd fecoad- rifb 
of i^urchafed gracej which ^t are to eye, tf we ' 
will hdld ^offlmtinicfir wrth Chrift in it^ his <death 
ami blood Ihedding, under this threefold notion, of ' 
a price, 'arid offering, an^ f^uttifliitient. But, 

Fmrtblyy Thh is not all, the Lord Chrift goes 
farther yet ;- he dpth'tipt leave us' fo, bm follow^ 
on the Work, to the' trttniift ;-' f^e died f&t xAr finf^ 
and rdjfh again for ottr juftijicatton ;' he rdfe again 
to- carr> on tKe compleai work of pufchafed grace ; 
that is, by his interccffionv which is the. third riic 
of it; In refpciJl of this, h^ is feid^o be' dbh to 
fave to tie uttermofi ihemihat come to God by hiMy 
• feeing he liveth rvet- to' make infer cejjitm for tf^ent, 
Heb.-vn.^iWt '■ 

Now the mterccfflion of Chrift, in rcfpefl of its 
influence into purchafed grace,f$tbilfideredtwowa)^s. 

I. As a continuance and carrying oil of his obla- 
tion, for the fnakmg out of all theft%its and eiFefts 
thereof tfnto ns. Thii h called, his appearikg in 
thefrefenctofQodfof'Uiy Heb. ix. 24. that is, afe 
the, high prleft having offered the great offering 
for expiation of fm,, carried in the blood thereof 
into, the mod holy i!>!ace, where was thereprefen*- 
tationof- the pi^eifene^of God, fb to perfeft* the 
• • • • ' . n \ '-itQae- 
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atoueflaent tfcC h»J laadc- for hioifelf and ihje peo- 
ple : fo the I>fxi Ghrift haYtng offef ed bimfelf as 
a fweetT'fiiieUing fiiirfifec. 1Q God, b^ing fpri^kled 
"witfe his awn, btoo^, ajjpoarfi-in prefe^ce of Qo4 ^^5 
tt wer^ tQ jppLwd hkftof cte.eogag^em^pwi^ade eq him,. 
or ibe rcdc»pik» 0/ fiiwicr^ fey bU Wood, aod ttKft 
iwkmgout the good 'thinp w .them M^hich were 
procured tfacrcfcy;. agd fo ihis 4ppearam:e <rf ^!4 
hath an influence into purchafed gn^cfi, h^ii^naqch 
a$ thereby ite piits. in h».xlaira for k, ia cSBi:jbe- 
haE - -• •- .' .- • . •/.'•-.. 

2. He prdcureth the hijy SpWjt: for i^ ^ec-' 
twaUy tQ.coHatc and befto^ aH tbi^ pureb^fed grac^ 
i3tpou us: that he wottld .do this, ^qd. doth it fo^ 
us, ^e teiye bi& eagagcnwati John xi v. 1 6, Tbi$ 
is purchafed grace, in refpeS o£ 113 fbunmiB , artd 
fpring ; of which 4 (hail liot fpeak fairtbe^ ' m pre^ 
fcnt, feeiog I mtaft handle. itat> large, in theta^tter 
of the ci>mtntinipn we have with the Holy Ghoft. 



, ' CHAE VH. • 

Tb^ n^^rc (^ purchafed gf^f:^ ttftrr^d tQ three 
h(^a<^. li Of our "acceptation tilth (SW. Two 
farts Qf it. Of the grate offanSification^ The 
fevered paris^if Um . 

TH E fountain of that purchafed grac^e, where- 
in the faisQXs have comsmnbn with Cbrift 
being difcovered, in the next place, the nature <rf 
this grace ufelf may be confkfered. As w4s faid, 
it may be referred unto, three heads : 

1. Grace of acceptation with God. 

2. ^race of fimcdficatioa from God. 

3. Grace 
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3. Grace of privileges with, and before God, 
I. Of acceptation whh God; outof Chrift, we 
are in a ftate of alienation froin<Sod : accepted nei- 
ther in our perfcms, nor our ferviccs. Sin makes 
a reparation between God and us: that ftate, with 
allitsconiequences, and attendendes, is not my btt> 
fmefs to unfold. The firft iiTue of purchafed grace, 
is to reftore us into a ftate of acceptation ; and this 
is done two ways. 

' I. By -a -removal of that for which we arc refiif- , 
ed, the caufe of the enmity. 2. By a beftowing 
of that for which we are accepted. Not only aU 
cayfes of quarrel were to be taken away, that fo we 
fiiould not be under difpleafure; but alio that was 
to be given unto us, that makes us the objeds of 
God'« delight and pleafure: on the account of the 
wafnt whereof we are diftariced from God. 
' I. It gives a removal of that for which we are 
refiiifcd. . This is fm in the guilt, and ail the at- 
tendencies thereof.- The firft iflUe of a purchafed^ 
grace tends to the taking away of fin in its guilt, 
that it Ihall not hind over the foul to the wages of 
it, which is death. 

How this is accompliifaed and brought abou^ by 
Chrift, wals evkienced in the dofe of the foregoing 
chapter. It is the fruit and efleft of his death for 
us. Guilt of fin was the only caujfe of ow fepara- 
ti6n and diftance from God, as hath been faid. This^ 
made us obnoxious to wrath, puQifhmenr, and the 
whrfe difpleafure of God. On the account hereof, 
were we tmprifoned under the airfe of the law, 
and given iip to the power of Satan. This is^ the 
ftate of our unacceptation. By his death, Chrift, 
bearing the curie, undergoing the puniftiment that 
was due to }is, paying die ranfom that was due for 

us, 
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us, rdeliTers as fipm this coodkioiL 'And thus: hr^ 
the death of Chrift, is the ibie caufe oi rar iocep^ 
catloa with God j ^at all caufe of qliarriet and xe^ 
Je&ioa of us^ is diereby taken away^ ^ nd to that en4 
are his fufferiogs reckoned to us: for. being .made 
fm for us, z Cor. v. 21. He is made righ^dufneft 
mito us, 2 Cor. i. gik -: ? : . ; . ' > • : 7 
V But yet farther, this ysill not qompieati our ac-^ 
ceptation with God» the old quacrel may be: laid 
afide, and yet, nonewfriendihrftbegimv ..Wis.inay 
t>e not finners, and yet not be ^o far;righteotiS', as 
10 havoa right 10 the kingdom qf heami; lAdam 
had no right talife, becanfc hdwas isobc^tv hemuft 
moreover do this, and then he flisdl'iitei^hai nmft 
hot only hive a negatire righteotifiie&, heiisisnoc 
guilty of any thing ; but aifo a pofitiveiTighteoed^ 
iaefs, he mufl do all things. v /-. :■ 

This then is required in ][he fecfond f^hde m OM 
compleatacjceptation, tKat wehavehot only the hot 
imputatbn of iin^ butalfaa reckoning laf righteous 
nefs. ' Now this we have, in thfe bt^ence^of the 
. Hfc of Chrift, This alfo was difoovere4 in the laifc' 
, chapter. The obedience of the life of Chrift wasr 
for JUS, is itdpuiied to us aad"^ oteir righteoufnefs' be- 
fore (jod: by hfe obedienceare We made rightecikis,' 
Rom. V. i<8^ Oi^ whatricore theobedibnceof&kii 
takes place, {hall be afteh;7anisdeclarai 
^ . Tliefe two things then, compleat our grace .of 
acceptation; fin bcmg removed, and righteoufiiefa 
t^eftowed, we have peace with God : are continually 
accepted before bkn. There is not anyithin^ to 
char^ us withal : that wtnich was, is taketi out of 
the way by Chrift, and nailed to his crofe, made^ 
6|ft tberei. yea publickly and legally cancelled, that 
it can never be adimtted again as an evidence. Wliat 

:.,.'.. ^ Z n \ ecu 
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PMrt among men would admit oEdn evidence that 
hath been pub1ickl)r cancelled, and nailed up ibr 
kll to fee it? So hath Chrifl dealt with that which' 
was agaifift usf and not only (6; Jmt alio he puts 
that upon us, for which we are received intofayoitr : 
. he makes'us comely through his beauty: gives us 
white raiment to fland before the Lord. This is 
the firft part.of purchafed gncc wherein the iaints 
have communion with Jefns Chrift. In remiilion 
of fin^ and imputation of righteoufnefs doth it con- 
fift: from' the death of Chrift, as. a price^ facrifice, 
Atid it puniihmeht; from the life of Chrift fpent in 
obedi^ce to the law doth it arife. The great pro* 
duccitiis of the FadicHs righteoufnefs, wifdom, 
love, and^race; die great and aftoniftiable fruit x)f 
dusf love- and Goodefceniion of the Son: the great 
difcovery of the Holy Ghoft, in the revelation of 
tfap myftcih|i 6f the gofpcL 
: The fecoitiiSL grace of &nctification^ he makes 
us not only accepted^ butalf6acceptabl& He doth 
dot only puticbaie Idve,' for his &ints but alfo makes 
them lovely. . He came not by blood only,- but by 
water, and blood, Hd doth^ not only juftify hk 
iaims from thcgialo of :fin, but' alfo fanctify and 
^aih them from th&itlthiof :iin': the 6rft -is from 
liisL life and death as k facrifice of propitiation, thir 
from his deathas.a pnrchafe,- and hisilifeas an ex^^ 
ample. So the apoftle, Heb. ix. i^« as alfo, l^h» 
V.' 2 5, 27. Two things are eminent in this iffue of 
puhrhafeA grace; i. The removal of defilement; 
2. The beftowing of cleannefs, in aftual grace. 

For the firft, it is alfo threefold; i.^ The habi* 
tual deanfing of our 'nature. We are namrally un«*' 
clean, defiled, habitually fo. For who can bring'. 
a clean things from that which is unclean^ Job xiv. 

n ^rAA That 
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4, Tbat vjhkb is bom oftbeftiflfisflefi, John iH; 

5. It is in the polkdooof our blood that we ai>e 
bom» Ezek. xTi. wholly defiled and polloted. The 
grace of fanAification purchafed by the blood of 
Chriflremoves thisdeiiiesiKnt of our nature, i Corl 
▼i. II* Such were ftmeiifyWy but ye are wajhed, ye 
are fandified. So alfd. Tit. iii* 3, 4, 5, Htbaff^ 
Javedvs by tbewajhing rf regenemttm and thcre^ 

newing €f the Holy Ghoft.K fibw far this original^ 
fcabicuai poUnckni is remoTed, need not be difputetfi 
It » certain the foul is made fair and beautiful id 
the fight of God. Though the fin that doth defile 
reniains^ yet its bahimal defilemenr; is^taken away; < 
But the handUng of this lys not in my aim.. . 
I ii Taking away the pollutions of ail our aAual 
iranfgreflions : there is a defilement attending ^very 
li^bal fin. : Oixr Q^vmcloathamake us to Be abhor* 
red. Job. ix. 3 n A fpor, a ftain, ruft, wrinklej 
filth, blood atte6d8''€Tery fis. Now, i Jdin 1. 71 
the blood of^e/us Chriji cliar^th 14s from all. fin. 
^Befides the dcfilonentiof our natures: I which he 
purgeth, Titv i. I5.< he takes away the defilement 
tio(\t per fans by afiual foUid: by one ofiring be 
ferfe&tdfor ever them that areJanStiJied'^ by hini^ 
itu he furgedourjins before fie, fa^ down. at the 
right-hand of Majefly on higbf Heb. L 3.. 

5. Inourriieft duties we hate defiletacnt, Ifa* 
ixiv.j5/*Self,. iinbdicf, form* drop thetefclvesiintp 
isU that we da We may be aihamed of oixt ichokefb 
performaiKres: God hath promifed that the iaints 
good works ihall follow them: tmjy were they to 
he meafured by the rule-as thcf come from us, and 
weighed in the balance oi the iab^luary, it might 
be well for us that they might be buri^ fpr ever; 
but the Lord Chrift, firft ias ow High-prieft bean 

Z z the 
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thfe iai^ity, the gitfltiud proTOcation which in fo 
v«re juftice doth attend thcsn, Esod. atxriii. 37,^ j& 
a^d tiQt <mly £3 imt hd wa&es sway, all their, fiith 
^nd^dcftlemeots.: He ba Refinei^s fire^ to purge 
both (he ions, of l4eviaiid their <£eriDgs: adding 
moreover fweet inctofe to them that they may be 
Accepted. WhaiCTcr is of the Spirit^ of himfelfi 
ef.ghicef that remains; vhatever iaof felf, flcflii 
itnbelief (hat 11 hay and ihibblei that be confum^ 
\ra/tesi takes awiy. So that the faints good works 
fiiall meet them one day, with a cfaan^ cotnite^ 
nahce> thaft thdy ihali fcarce know them; that which 
feemed tb them- to be bIack,^ deformol, defikd^ 
fliali appear beautiful and glorious: .they ffaali sol 
be^fraid of them; but r^de to fee themt follow 
thcro* •;,■ ;:....•:: •. , ; .^. .i: • . ' - 

v.Aiid this cleanfifag;(rf onr natores; |>eribnSi and 
duties, hatihrits^ whble foundation in the death of 
Ghri^, Heucc our walhiug and prifyiixgi €«^ 
cleaiifing and purging isiafcribed to his. blood and 
the fjjrmkling thereof. MeritoribU% this T?w5rk \t 
done by the Jhedding of the blood of Chr^; effi^. 
cicntly.by its fprmklJrig* The fprittlcling of th* 
blood of Chrift proceedfeth from the commnntcati^ 
on of theholyGhoft; which hepromifeth to us,, 
as purehafed byhidi for us. He is the pure ^^ter, 
wlierewittet;te are fprinkted from altduF (m. - That 
fpirit of Jddgttfent and bustling that takes awiy the 
ffltkaridbloodof tbedanghtcrsof SionV And this 
is the fiiil thing in* the grace of fariflification* " Of 
which more afterwards. - 

2« By beftowing cleannefs, as to aAual graccfw 
The blood of Chrift iti this purcKafed grace doth 
not oniy take away defilement, but alfo it gives pu* 
rity: and that alfo in a threefold gradati^. ' 
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I. It gives the &pLtk o£ hotkiei^ to dwett ki m; 
lie is made iimto us fan£kkicatio&r a Cor. t* 3^1. by 
procuriiigf or us the Spirit of faa^ification ; our re^^ 
sewing is of the holy Ghoft vrtio is fhed on Q9 
f kroogh Chrift alone. Tit. iii 6. thi* the apoftlcf 
mainly infifts od> Rom. im, to wit, that the prime 
and principaKgtft'of &ndlification that we receive 
from Gbrift, i^ the iodwetiii^ oF the Spiric, md out ' 
:fedlowing s^ter the gmdascc thereofr Bat what 
concerns the Spirit in aiy kiady mnft be referred 
to that which I ha^ve to ol&r co&ceniHig dot* wa^ 
iBuuion with' him* * 

ir. He grtcs us hrfiitual grace: a prindpreof 
grace oppd^ to. the principle of Iv^ iImv is » u» 
by natore. This is rfie grace ehat dwellbi» usji 
mokes its abode with us,< wfti^ socording t<T the? 
dMlind faculties of our fools wfkire^ ft i^r orrHedi'^' 
£dn^ obje^ about which it is exeFcrfedv reoeiyethr. 
ijiark)u3 appellations^* bemg mdecd all^ but one new' 
principle of life; Inth^underftasiding^itiS'fightyim 
tibie will obedience^ in the affe&ieans lote, in aH faith«* 
So aJfo it is^ diflferenceJ in; refpcA of its opemtions ? 
^hen it carries out the Ibul ts> reft on Chrifti it is^ 
f^th; when ro^cfelight i& himii. it is^^Ibve> but ililli 
one and the htae habit of grace. And ^is is< th«^ 
£:cond' thfeg; 

j:^ A6teal influence ferthepcrformaneerfcre^ 
^[ritual duty whatever.. i4fter tfiefaints ha?ve botfe 
die fbrmcr^^^ yet GHraft tclts them tHat without hin^ 
they can db nothmg, Jbftn^xv. 5. Th>sy areftilf 
kk dependance upon hSn,^ for new influences^ of 
graces or fopplfcs <^ the Spirit; iHey cannot Ht«e and* 
$end upoQ^ tRe oM^ (lock r for every new- aft* they 
mud have newgVacer he muft woric mviBxa^'u/IlP 
iCHd^ Poda. c^f his g^d> plmjiir^y Phil.^ii*- 13.. And im 
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thde three thus brieftjr faamed confifts that porchaf- 
ed graoe in the point of fandification, as to the col* 
lating of jHiritj and dea]iQe& wheremwehaTe dna- 
munion vnth Chrifi 

Thirdly^ This puichafed grace confifts, in priri* . 
leges to ftand i>efore God, and thcfe are of two 
forts: I* Primary^ 2. Confecpientia] : primary 
isadoptbn: theJpiiit of adoption: confeqfnentiaU 
are i^ the favours: of the ^o^^ which the faim& 
alooe ha:ve right HQto. Bar of this I fisaH fpeak 
wheal come to tbeJaft Branch of communion wiih 
the holy. GholL 

. Thefe are ^he things wherein we have commit- 
moawithrChiift^ as totpurcbafed grace k* this Iife» 
I>iYa:them hp tb pecfie^iion, and you have that 
which wc.call cxerlriftirigf gtory ; perfoft. acceptaiKe,. 
pelfe^l holinefs, perfe^ adoption^ or inhericance of 
fo^ that's.glory* 1 l 

Our procefs now in the next place is to what I 
mainly ihtetid,: eyen themanner how we hold cchs- 

nmiiipn with Chcift in thefe things : and that in the 

oxdcr laid down; as, 

I* How we hbld communion with him tn tlie o^ 

bedieuce of his life and merit of his death, as to ac-! 

ceptance with God the Father. . 

12. How we hold communion with Chrift in his 

\AmAi as to the Spirit of fandification, the habits 

aiKi acts of gra<te. ' 

. g. How We hold communion with him as to the 

priTileges we enjoy. Of which in the enfuing chap 

terSi 
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ifctcr /^ Jmntf held immnfm wUh C&njl at i^ 
their aaeftattm tvitb QkL Hl^at is reqxtirtd 
m $}fepari rfCbrifl^ htriuft^: inbis^mnmimu 
In the deddratim iben^eif. Tbifim ^akr ac(^ 
iaiim mti Ged^ wberm if cmfifts. Wb^tiM 
, re^ktd'mihii parttfbiiiivihrsiio^bk^^^ 
m: mdbowfhiyihMiiwiibC^rifi. &mie(^ 
jtftiais ftt^pefed H c^fi^trathru Wbf tbt eleS^ 

, are not accepted immediatefy m the mdertaBiM 
and deaPb^ Cheift^ <In whaifinj^ tbey arefi. 
Cbriji a c^mm^Wf^btkk ferfom ibathtta^ 
ta be^ Tfhe w^y efour atcepiatim with GodeH 
that aceetatt: The J^cend eb^Bhm lt:beneeefi 
Jdy nf mt^ebedienteftatedi Eph. iL &* 9^ xo/Fhe 
grmndsy ioufes and ends $f k^m^feft^oL li^ 
proper j^aa in the nem cmimant. . liamtbejainbi 
impartictdar hold cenaiinidn witb Cbrifti'niibit 
pfureha/edjgraca, They approw of thisi rigbJttA 
mifnefs^ rhepwnds. theriof. RejtSt their own. 
The grounds tbersof. TbecQmmatMknoffin.and 
rigbteoujkeff between Chrijl. and beheverSf^^ae 
^jeAixmsdr^weredi * •: .:> >r 

GiQmxhuoM>niwiih.Chrrft; inpurehafedf^nuieiad 
antd :3iccq)tatioa tiridi ^God, frdm . the i^bli^ 
eoce of his lii^e^ and efficacy of his diearth» is diefiril 
tbingvwc enquire into. The difcoTory df vhatoii 
the part of Chrift, and whattni oiir part m required 
thereunto (for bur mutual acdngs^ eYen Ws aikd oups 
lire necefisuy, that we may hare fello^ibip acid doiu« 

iBuiaogi* 
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moiiidn tc^cdier herwi>) iar that whkh herein I in« 
tend. 

t • On the part of Chii^l (here isno more requir*^ 
cd but thefc two things, i. That what he did, he 
^d not for himfelf but for «s, a, Whar he fuffer- 
cd, he fufiered not for himfelf but for m. That 
is, that his mcemiott from etemit]?, and. when he 
was in the worlds was that afi he did an^ feared, 
wasand ihodd be for vs^ and onradtantages^as to 
wx acceptance wkh God r that he iliit* cominueth 
soaking ufe of what tie fo didand fnffered, for that 
ted and pnrpoie^ and chat only.^ Now this is noofl; 
Cfidcnt* ■■. ^ ..■/-,. 

What h< £d, he did for us, and not for hfrnfelf r 
&wm modi ufukr ibi kw^ thai we might recave 
ibi adoptim rfJmSf GaLivl 4, 5.. Me was made 
ttnder the law» chat is, in that condition that he 
utes obnoxious to the w9i and commands of it ^ andi^ 
why was this? . to what endP^ for himfelf? na^ bor 
to redeem us,. is the aim <^ alf that he (^d, of all 
hii obedience r and that he did. Thi? Tery^ tnten-^ 
mn in what he did, he acquaints us with, JMu) xvii^ 
19. jRr thnr fakes MJanilify myfejf^ tbat they may^ 
he fan^yied through the truths; I fanctify myfelf^ 
decUcate and fot my fetf apart to sdi tbat work I have 
to do; I came not to do my own wilt- P camCito 
jfave that which was loft,, to minifter, not to be mini- 
ftredontb^ and to^grrcmy Ilfoa ranibm,. it was the 
telUmony he bare toa}l he did m the world- This 
iitendfaient of his fs efpedally to be eyed; IVoni' 
eternity he had thcmghts of what he would 
lb for us, and delighted himfelf therein: And^ 
wbeil he was fnnhe worlds m aH he went J&out;. 
ke had .ftill this, .thought^ this » for tfiem, and 
tiiis ia for diem^r my beloved: when he went 
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to be baptized, fays John, / have need focme lo the^ 
and cwneji thm to fnef ^atth. Uu 14, 15. as if h€ 
bad iaid, thorn haft no seed ^t all of it* But fays 
Chriil:^ ftfjffir us rw9» forp it hec<metb us h> fulfil 
all rigbieouJhefTy I dO it for tb€m who ha% none at 
all, and ftand obliged unco at!; \ ] 

«• In what he fliffered, this is'mbre dcar/t)an; 
ix* 21. MeJftasfljaUbeciitvgfl and not fc^ himfelf ! 
and the apoftle lays do^ thi§ aid d ^lain diffei^nc^ 
between? hito, and the high-prieft of thl^ Jews^ that 
when they nrade their fotemnofftringshhey <:fflferfed 
firft for themfelves arid then for the pdo^e: but 
Jefus Chrift ofFcreth only for others: he ha^ no firf 
and could cmake no facHfice for his e\^ fin, ^ilctt 
bfe had boi^ but only; lor othei^; ' He tafted d^attt 
for all, Heb. iL ^.gaiihh life afdnfiihptfkmiy^ 
Matth. XX. 10. the iniquity of us all Ivas made^H 
meet an him, Ifa. liii. 6. he hare M'^fiti hi his ht>dy 
mthifii,^ I Pet. i. loVed his chtifch aftdg«te febriii 
felf for it, Eph, v. 26. Gal. ii, 2d. Rom. iV. 25, 
Rev;i; 5, 6* Tit. ii.' 14. i Tiin. ii. 6.. Ifa. fii?. t2; 
Johifi xviK 19. But this is exceeding clear aind coni 
fcffed, that Chrift in his fuffering aridofclatioto; had 
his intention only upon the good of hi^ eleS, and 
thetr acceptation with God ; fuffering for us, the 
juft for the uMufl that he might bring iis to Ged. - 

Secmdfyy'To conipleat this communion pnth(fc 
part c(f Chrift, it is required firft that there be a* 
Atd to what he hath done, the gof)?el tendeni fef 
that compleat righteoufneft and acceptatioh with 
God, which arifeth frcmihis perfeft dbcdienctand 
fufferings. Now they are twofold, 

1, Declaratory, it the conditional promifes of 
the gofpe}^ John vii. 37. Matth, xi. 28. He thd 
Mievetb fiaU h favedi ame to mt and yw fhal 
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have Kfti as ihtferpent was Rfted up, &c Cbrift 
is the end of the Unvfor rtghieoufnefs to tbem thai 
Mieve, Rom. x 4. and innumerable others. Now 
declaratory tenders are very precious; there is much 
kindnefs in them, and if cbey be teje^^ed, they will 
be the favour of death unto death: but the Xx>rd 
Chrift knows that the outward letter though never 
£0 effedually heM out, will not enable any c^ his 
for tha( receptjpQ of his rightQoafnefs, whic^ is be* 
ceflary td iot^^ft them therein; wherefore^ 2. In 
this tender of acceptation with God, on the account 
of what he hath done and fuffered, 3 law is efla* 
bliflied, that whoibeyer receives it, ihatl be fo ac« 
cq^ted. But Chri(l knows the condition and ftate 
«f his in this vorjii This will not do, if he do 
no( effi:£h]ally inveft tbem with it/ all is hSL There^ 

, 2. He fends tbem his holy Spirit to quicken them, 
JohiL vi. lxiii« to caufe diem that are dead to hear 
his voke^ John v. And to work in them^ whatever 
i^ required of them, yp make them partakers of his 
righteoufnefs, and accepted with Gcd, Thus doth 
phrift .deal with his; he lives and dies with an in* 
tention to work out, and compleat.rightepufneis for 
them : their enjoying of it, to a perfed acceptaticto 
before God, isati that in the one and other heahn* 
cd af . Th^ he tenders it unto them; declares the 
jufefufnefs and precic|nfaefs of it to their fouK ftir? 
ring them up to a defire.and valuation of it} and 
jlaftly efFeftually beftows it upon them, recloms it 
unto them as theirs; that they fliouM by it, for it^ 
with it, be perfedly accepted with his Father, 

Thus for our acceptation with Godt two things 
are required. , 

h, That fatisfaS^onbemadeforour^^^ 
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' for whatever \^e had done which might damage the 
juftice and honour of God, and that God be attdn-* 
vcd tbwal-ds us, which could no othcrwife be, but 
by undergoing the penalty of the law. This, I 
haTe fliewed abundantly is done by the death of 
Chrift : God made him to be fid for us, 1 Cor. y. 2 1 J 
a curfe, Gal. iii, 1 3. On this account we have our 
abfolution, our acquitment from the guilt of fin : 
the fentence of the law,* the wrath of God, Rom. 
viii. 33, 38.; We are juftified, acquitted, freed from 
condenmation, becaufe it was Chrift that died; 
he bare our fins in his bodjr on the tree, 1 Pet, 
ii. 24. 

' 2. That the right^oufnefs of the law be fulfilled, 
and the obedierice performed thst is reqtrired at our 
bands; and this is done by the life of Chrift, Rom. 
T« 18, 19. So that anfwerably hereunto, according 
to our ftate and condinon, of our accq>tation with 
God, there are two parts. 

' r. Our abfolution from the guilt of fin; that 
cmr difd>edience be' not charged upon us. This 
we have by the death of Chrift, our fins being im- 
puted to him, (hall not be imputed to us, 2 Cor. v. 
21. Rom. iv. 2^. Ifa, v. 12. 

2. Imputatbn of righteoufnefs; that we may be 
accounted ^rfeotly righteous before God : »nd this 
w« have by ch^ life of Chrift. tli$ jright«)ufnefe 
10 yielding obedKence to the law, is imputed to us. 
An^ thus ts^ our acceptation with God cdmplatted, 
Beliig diffcharged fr<«n the guilt Qf our ^difol^di- 
cnce by the death of Chrift,.*«nd hwiiig'the righ-t 
leoiuftiefsiof the l^lffe'of CHiift^ imtftitW toHis; %^ 
hive ^friendfliip and peacfc Wkh Godli Abd this i»| 
thkt which I call our < grace of acceptation with^ 

.^ '.. :^ . . .: '•. ';; . God,- 
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God, wE^in we tove ' co»ftmtii<«i . with Jcfiis 

p^Chrift. 

5J^ : That whkh remain^ for me to do, is, ta fhew 
how believ^f s hold diltioct commuoioa with Chriftt 
in this grace of sicoeptatian, and how thereby thef 
keep alive a fenjfe of it, the comfort and life of it be* 
ing to he renewed every day. Without this, life is 
ail hell; appeacet nojoycw we be nude partakers 
of, bat what hdth its rife from hence* : Look what 
grounded perfuafion we have of our acceptation with 
God, that he is at peace with us, th<;reumo is the 
revenvie, of our peace, comfort, joy, yea and holi* 
tfefs itfelf proponioncd. 

But yet bdfore I come in particular to handle 
opr pra£Ucal.coiTitmidicAi with the Lord Jefi^ in 
this thing; 1 muft remove two confiderable objec- 
tioas, the one of them lying againft the fird part 
oConr acceptation with Qod^ th^ other agamft the 
latter. 

O/y^!?. I. Fofr opr abfoluwn by, and iai|w4i Ae 
death of.Chrift, it may be faid, tlm if Ac cleft- 
have their abfolution, rec6ncilia;tian and freedom/ 
by the death, bltKKi and crofs of Chrift, whence ifr 
it then, that they are not; all aflually ^(blved, at. 
the deaA of Chrift, dtnl^Gi fo foaaasjiiey are 
bQi;n? but: th^ many of them^ live a k>ng while 
under the: wrath' of God in this worldi^ -as being 
unbelief ers, under the fentence wd condemning* 
p0wer 0f the' IjNfi why are they /nQt iaaiwdiacdiy 
fr«8d; uppri the payniept of the piice» attdiaakiBg^ 
recknKi%tioii;ft«r:them. ' '' 
r.0*>^<«.rlf the obedience fihe life ofrChrift 
bid iiftjf^ti$d untfr VBr and that is; our /ighteoVtfwfe 
biSfore firpd, thj&n what Ujatcd : w<5 . y idd any pbcdi- 
tjlee'ourfelveis? Is not aU'our praying, labouring, 
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watching, fafting> giving alms, are not. all fruits of 
holinefs, in purity of heart, and ufefulnefs of con- 
Tcrfatioai ? all in vain, and to no purpofe; and who 
then win or need take care to be holy, humble, 
righteous, meek, temperate,. pitient, good, peace- 
able, or to abound in good works: in the world? 

I fliall, God afiiftiflg, briefly remove thefe two 
^jlgeftions, ,and then proceed, to carry on the de- 
figH in. hand>. about our communion with Chrift. 

I, Jcfus Chrift in his undertaking of the work 
,of bur reconciiiation wkh "God, for wliich caufe 
he came into the world,/and the accoraplilbment 
•of it by his death, was conftituted and confi- 
idered as a common publick perfon, in the ftead of 
them for whofe reconciliatioa to God he fuffered, 
^Hence he is the Mediator between God a?id vian, 
'.t Tim. ii. 5. that is, one who undertook to God 
forus^ as the neixt words manifeft, ver. 6. and gave 
iiimfelfa ranfom for all : and the Surety of the new 
•covenar^, Heb* vii, 22. undertaking for, and on the 
.fcehalf of them wirhwhbm that covenant was made; 
jaence- he xs faid to be given for a covenant to the 
people, Ifa. xlii. 6. and a Leader, xlix. 8. He was 
.flie fecond Adam, r:Gon xv. 45, 47. to all ends 
and purpofes of righteoufnefs .to his fpiritual feed; 
ds the firft.- Adim was bf fin to his natural; feed, Rom, 
V, 15, lis, lyyiS; 19. • 

- 2. His being thus: a common perfon, arofe 
chiefly from thefe things, i. In general, from the 
covenant ,entred into, by himfelf with his Father 
co.diis piirpofc. The, tieriBS of this covenant are at 
knge inlifted on^ Ifa* liii.'l^mined up, PfaJ. xL 7, .8. 
jHeB. x.)8, .9, .10. Hence ^tW Father became to be 
hisGod^ Whijchis acavenant expreiEon,.Pfal. Ix^ixix. 
• A a . :\ . \zC. 
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26. Heb. i. 5, Pfal. xxii. i. Pfal. xl. 8- Pfal. xlv. 7. 
Rev. lii. 12. Micah v. 4. So was he by his Father, 
on this account defigned to this work, Ifa. xlii. i. 
vi. Kxlix.p. Mal.iii. i. Zech.xiii.7. Johniii. 16. 

1 Tim. i. 1 5. Thus the counfel of peace became to 
be between ih<:m both, Zcch. vi. 13. that is,' the 
Father and Son. And the Son rejoices from eter- 
nity in the thought of this undertaking, Prov. viii. 

2 1, 22', 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 2,9, 30. The 
command given him to this purpofe ; the promifes 
made to him thereon, the affiftance afforded to him, 
I have elfewhere handled. 

2. In the fovereign grant, appointment and de- 
fign of the Father, giving and delivering the elefl 
to Jefus Chrift in this covenant, to be redeeme'd 
and reconciled to himfelf, John xvii. 6. tbine they 
iverCy and thou- g(^^fl them to me. Thc^ were 
God's by eternal defignation and eleftiori, and he 
(rave them to Chrift to be redeemed: hence before 
their calling or believing, he calls them his Iheep, 
John x. 15, 16. laying down bis life for them as 
iiich ; and heirce are we faid to be chofen in Chrift, 
Eph, i. 4. or defigned to obtain all the fruits of the 
love of God by Chrift, and committed into his hand, 
for that end and puDpofe. i-. •: 

3. In his undertaking to fuffer what was due to 
them, and to do what was to be done by them, 
that they might be delivered, reconciled and ac- 
cepted with God. And he undertakes to give in 
to the Father without lofs or mifcarriage, what he 
had fo received of the- Father as above^ John xvii; 
2,12. vi. .37, 39. As: J^cbb did the cattle he re* 
ceived from Laban,^ Gen. xx:sa. 39, 40. Of .both 
thefe 1 have treated fomewhat- at. large elfewhere, 
Ju Jiandlipg the covenant between the Father and 
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the Son, fo that- 1 ftiall not need to take it up here? 
again. 

4. They being giyen nnto him, he undertaking: 
for them, to doandfufier, what was on their part 
required, he received on their behalf and for them^ 
all the promifcs of all the mercies, grace, good 
things and privileges, which they were to receive, 
Upon the account of his undertaking for them, Ou 
this account, eternal life is faid to be promifed 
of Ged before the world btgan, Tit^ i, 2. That 
is to the Son of God for us, on his undertaking. 
on our behalf. And grace alfo is faid to be given 
unto us before the world was, 2 Tim. i. 9. that is 
in Chrift our appoioted Head,. Mediator, and Re- 
prefentative. 

5. Chrift being thus a common Perfon, a Medi- 
ator, Surety, and Reprefentative of his church,- 
upon his undertaking, as to efficacy and merit, and 
upon his aftual performance as tofolemn declarati- 
on, was, as fuch, acquitted, abfolved, juftified and 
freed, from all and every t^hingy that on the behalf of 
the eleft, as due to* them, was charged upon him, 
or could fo be : I fay as to all the efficacy ^nd me-- 
rit,of his undenakings, he was immediately abfolv- 
cdi upon his faithfulnefe,^ in his firft engagement ; 
and thereby all the faints of the old Teftament,. 
were faved by his blood no lefe than we. As to 
folemn declaration, he was fo abfolved, when the 
pains of death being loofedv Be was declared to be 
the San of God with power ^ Rom. i, 4.. By the re- 
furreflion from the dead; God fayitig to- him. Thou 
art my Son^ this day have I begotten thee^ Pfal. xv.- 
33. And this his abfolutibn doth Chrift exprefs hii 
confidence of, Ifa. 1. 6, 7, 8, 9. And he was jufti- 

A a 2. fier" 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



292 ChmmiinimwHbtbe&n^eJusChrift.CH.YlIL. 

fiedy I Tim. iii. 1 6. That whkh I intend by this ab^ 
folution of Chrift asa pubiick perfon^is this ; Godhay-^ 
ing made him under the law for thena>.whD were fo^ 
Gal. iv. 4. in their. ftead,obnoxious to the punifhmenr. 
due to im, made him fin, 2 Cor. v. 21. and fa gave 
juftice, and law, and all the confequencs.of: the curfe 
thereof, pawcr againft him,.Ifa»liii. 6^ upon his un- 
dergoing of that which was required of itkn, Ifa. HiE 
1 2. God loofes the pains and. power of deatb,_ac- 
cepts him, and is well pleaied with him,. as to the 
performance and difcharge of hiswock, Johnxvii. 3,^ 
4> 5> 6. pronounceth him freefrcwn the obligatioa 
that was on him^ Afts xnL and gave him a promife 
of all thegood things he aimed at, and which his. 
foul deCred* Hereon are z\\ the promifesof God 
made to Chrift, and theiraccomplifluncot; all the 
encouragements given: him taask and make^de*. 
mand of the, things originafiy ingaged forrto \ami 
Pfal. ri. 8* which he did: accordingly, John xrS^ 
founded and built. And hei:e lies &he certaifi; ftaUe 
foundation of our abfolutioDji and. acceptation wirtt 
God. . Cbrift in our (lead, afting for us as our Stt-* 
rety, being acquitted,, abfolved, folemnly declared? 
to have anfwcred the whole debt that wasiincaoi- 
bent on him to pay, and made fatisfaftionibrailthe 
injury we had done, a gener^ pardon is feafed for 
us all, to be fued out particularly in the way. to. be 
appointed. For, 

Chrift as a pubiick perfon. bdhg thus abfolvedi 
it became righteous with God, a righteous thingj. 
from the covenant, compafl and convention, that 
was between him and the Mediator, that thofe ia 
whofe (lead he was,(hould obtain, and have bedow- 
ed on them, > all the fruits t)f his death, in reconci-* 
liation with God, Rorai v. S, 9, 10, 11. That as 
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Chrift received the general acquittance for ihem 
all, fo that they (hould every one of them, enjoy 
ir refpeftively. This is eyery where manifefted in 
thofe expreffions, which expref? a commutation de- 
figned by God, in this matter, as 2 Cor v. 2 1. Gal.. 
iii. 13. iPet. ii. 21. 24; of which afterwardsi 

7. Being thus* acquitted in the covenant of the" 
Mediator, (whence thty are faidto be circumcifed' 
with him, to die "with htm^ to* be buriedwith him, 
to rife with' him, to fir with Kim in heavenly places; 
namely in^the covenant of the Mediator,) and it be- 
ing righteous, that* they fliould be acquitted perfo- 
nally in-the covenant of grace, it was determined by 
Father, Son] and Holy Ghoft, that the way of 
their aftuaV perfonal deliverance from the feritence^ 
and curfe of the law, fliould be in and by fticH a^ 
way and difpenfationf. a^ m'ight lead to the praife" 
c# the glorious grace of God,' Eph. i. 5, (?, 7. The' 
appointment of God is that we {hall have the adop- 
tion of childr^en. The means of it is by JefOs Chrift : 
the peculiarr way of bringing it about, is by the re- 
demption that is in his blood; tht' end is the praife* 
of his^glorious grase. And thence it is; that 

8.. Until the full time of their aflual deHverance,\ 
determined and appointed to them in their fevrraU 
generations, be accomplifhcd, they are* perfonally 
under the citrtb of the law; and^on that account are- 
legally obnoxioros to the wrath of' God/ fronr' wliich'-. 
ihey (hall > certainly be delivered;- I- fay,, they; arc 
thus perfcmalty obnoxious to the law^and th'e curfe 
thera)f but'not'at all with ifs primitive intention of' 
execution upon«^thenf>;- but as 'it is a-meansappbirit-^ 
ed to help forward their acquaintance with ChTiiV,'. 
and acceptance with God; on his account; when 
this is. accomplilhed,' that* whole eWiga;ic^ ceafe?. 
Aaj HeiBg 
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being continued on them in a defign of Ioycj their 
laft condition being fuch, as that they cannot with- 
out it, be brought to a, participation of Chrift, to 
the praife of the glorious grace of God» 

9. The end of the difpenfation of grace, being 
to glorify the whole Trinity, the order fixed 00^ 
and appointed, wherein this is to be done, is by a- 
fcending to the Father's love, through the work& 
of the Spirk, and blood of the Son. -^ The emana- 
tion of divine love:to us,, br?gins with the Fariier, is 
carried, on by the Son, and then communicated by 
the Spirit : the Father dcfigning, the Son purcha^ 
fing, the Spirit efFedually working, which is their 
order. Our participation, is firft by the work of 
the Spirit, to an aftoal intereft in the blood of the* 
Son, whence we have acceptatwn with the Father^ 

This then is the order, whereby we are broughc^ 
to acceptation with the Father, for the glory of 
God through Chrift* 

1. That the Spirit may be glorified, he is given 
unto us, to quicken us, to convert us, work faith: 
m us, Rom. viii. 11. £ph. i. 151^, 20. according ta. 
all the promifes of the covenant, Ifa. iv. 4, 5.Ezek. 
xix. 1 1. Ezek.^xxxvi. 16. 

2. This being wrought in us, for the glory of 
the Son, we are aftually interefted according to the 
tenor of the covenant, at the fame inftant of time» 
In the blood of Chrift, as, to the benefits which he 
hath procured for us thereby. Yea this very work- 
of the Spirit itfelf, is a fruity and part of ^;he pur-i 
chafe of Chrift: but we fpcak of our fenfe of this 
thing, whereunto the communication of the Spirit i$ 
antecedent. And, 

3. To the glory of the Father, we are acc^pt^d 
with hina, juftilied, freed from guilt, pardoned, anSd 
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6aye peace wich God, Rom., v.. i; thus, Through 
Cbrifi we imve accefs by^ em Spirit unto the Bather^ 
2 £ph. jk i8. And thiasare both Father aad Son,, 
and the Hcdy Spirit, gtorified in our jiaftifieationi 
and.aeceptatign with God: the Father in his free 
k>i?e, the Son in his full purchafe, and. th« HoXj- 
Spirit ia^ his efFefiual workings 

1 o. Ail : thisi . in all the parts of ir, h no lefs ful- 
ly procured for us, nor lefs freely bellowed on us, 
for Chrift's fake and on his account, as part of his 
purchafe and merits;/ then if all of us immediately 
Bpon *his^th, had been traaflated in4:o heaven; 
only this way q£ ©ur deliTeranee and freedom, is 
fixed on, that the whole Trinity imy be glorified 
thercbyr And t hismay fu£Bce in anfwer to the firft 
©bjeftiom Tfaoiagh our reconciliation with Godi 
be fully and compjeatly. procured by the death of , 
Ghrift^ and all the w^ys mi. means whereby it is 
accomplished, yet we are brought into an aftual en- 
joyment thereof, by the way, and in the ocder men- 
tioned, , for the praife of the glorious grace of God. 
The fecond objeftion is, that if the righteoufnefs 
and obedience of Chrift to the faw, be imputed un- 
to us, then whatiieed we yield obedienccourfelyes.- 
To this, alfo I ihaJl return anfwer as briefly, as I w^ 
can, in the enfuing obfervations* TJien,' fi^ 

• I i The placii^ of ; our gofpcl obedience, . on the 
rightfoot of. account,. that it may neither 1>e exalted? 
IntDa^ftate, condition^ ufe, nor end/ not gfiren 1 ir» 
of God, nor any reafon, <:aufe, motive, end, neceft 
fity. of it on the other, hand, taken away, weakned- 
or impaired, is a matter of great importancei Somei 
make our obedience, the works of faith, otnr worker ^ 
the mattef or cao^fe of^ our juffification; fome the 
condiuon:crf the imputation of the righteoufnefs c 
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Chrift, fome the qualificatbn of the perfon juftified>- 
on the one hand; forae exclade all the neceiSty of ^ 
them, and turn the grace of God kito krcivioufnefs' 
on the other. To debate itbefe differences, is not 
my prefent bufmefs : only I fay, on this and others 
accounts^ the right ftating of our obedience, is o£ 
great importance as to our walking with^ God. 

2. We do by no* means, affign^ the fame place; 
condition^ ftate afnd ufe, to theobedience of Chrift,. 
imputed' tous, and our obedience performed to God.. 
If we did, they were really inconfiflenr. And there- 
fore thote, who affirm- that our obedience is iffe conv- 
' dition or caufe'of our juflification, do all of them: 
deny, the imputation, of rlie obedience of Chriit 
unto us. The righteoufnefs of Chrift is i^iputed^ 
to us, as that on the acGoum: whereof we are accep- 
ted, and^ eftecmed. righteous before God; and are" 
really fo, though- not inherently.. -We are as truly, 
righteous with the obedience of Chrrft,- imputed to- 
u», as Adam was or could have been, by acompleat 
righteoufnefs of his own performance, fo Rom. v.- 
18. by his obedij^nce we are made righteous^ made* 
fo truly, and fo accepted, as by the difobedience of? 
Adam we are truly made trefpaffors ^nd'fo account- 
^ed.. And this is that which the apoftle defires to- 
'^'oe found in, in oppofition to his own righteoufnefs,^ 
Phil. iii. 9. but otir own^ obedience is not. the righ- 
ttoufnefs whereupon we are accepted and juftified' 
before God ; -although it be acceptable to God; thati 
we Ihould abound therein; And this diftinftion the 
apoftle doth evidently deKver and confirm, fb as no- 
thing can be more clearly reveated> Eph.'ii. 8, .9^ i o.' 
For by grace we are fayed through faitb^ and this; 
not of ourf elves ^ it is the gift of God': not of works ;^ 
leajl, any manfhould boafl ; for we are- bis workman- 
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jSK^, created in Cbrift Jefm untogpddwoHsy whkB 
God hath prepared. that we Jhould walk inthem^ 
We are faved^ or jiiftificd(fiw tbat it is whereof the 
apoftle treats) by grace through faith, which Fcceives 
Jcfus Chrift and his obedience: not of works leaft 
any man Jhould boaji : but what works are they thas 
the apoftle iBtends*? The.:vtorksof telievers, asia 
the very beginning of the next words, is manifeft; 
for we:are; we bdieivecs, with our obediesnce. and 
our works,, of. whom.l fpeak: yea4>ut>.what need 
then: of! worki; need.ftill. there is,, we are tb'el 
woriaumfibip; &c^ 

Two;ibings:theap©(ftk intikifttes in thefe words: 

1. A reafon why we cannot be faved by works: 
namely, becaufe W6 do chem not in, or by our:owEb 
firengith^ which is necdikry we ihouM da if we wtU 
be fayed by them, orjuftifiodbyi thenar but .this i$ 
noit fo iaith the apoftle^ for we: are: the workman- 
fliip of. G6d, j&c. all our works :are .wrought in.usi 
by itdl asd.eflbfltiaKtindeferved grace. 

2. Att affertion of the neceffity of good, works;. 
notwithftaDding that.weatenot fati!ed by them, . and 
diat'. is^ . that' God": has ordained thai we Osall walk 
in I them : wfiidi is ai ibfficient ground of our obd>^ 
dience whatever be the ufe of it. 

If you will fayrthen, whatare the. true and pro- 
per gofpel grounds;. reafonSj ufes, and. motives of 
ciar obedience; whence the neceffity thereof may 
bedemonftrated^aBdiour fouls beilirred up, toa-^ 
bound, and be fruitfiil. therein? I fay they are fo 
many and lye fo deep in the myftery of thegofpelj 
and difpenfation of grace; fpread themfelves fa 
throughout the whole revdation of the will of God 
«into us, that to handle them fully and diftin^lly 
and to give them- their due weight, is a thing tha 
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I cannot engage in, leaft I ftiould be turned afide 
from what I principaJly intend, I ihall only give 
you fomc brief heads of what might at large be in- 
fiftcd on. 

1. Our univerfal obedience, and good works, 
are indifpenfably neceflary from the fovereign ap- 
pointment and will of God: Father, Son, andHo-- 
ly Ghoft. 

I. In general: this is the will ofGody even our 
Jdn6liJicationy or holinefs, i ThefT iv, 3. this i& 
that which God wills, which he requires of us, 
that we be holy, that we be obedient. That we 
do his will as the angels do in heaven: the equity, 
neceffity, j^rofit and advantage of this ground of our 
obedience, might at large be infifted on. And were 
thefe no more, this might fuffice alone. If it be 
the will of God, it is our duty. 

1. The Father hath ordained or appoimed it: 
it is the will of the Faiher, Eph. ii. 1 o, the Father 
is fpoken of perfonallyj Chrift being mentioned as- 
Mediator. 

2. The Son hath ordained arid appointed it as 
Mediator, John xv. 16./ have ordained you that 
you Jhould bring forth fruity (of obedience) and that 
it {hould remain. And, 

3. The Holy Ghoft appoints and ordains belle- 
Ters to works of obedience and holinefs, and ta 
work holinefs in others: fo in particular, Aftsxiii. 
2. he appointsand defigns men to the great work 
of obedience in preaching ihegofpel, and infmning, 
men fin againft him. 

2. Our holine'fs, our obedience, work of righ- 

teoufnefs, is one eminent and efpecial end of the 

peculiar difpenflition of Father, Son, and Spirit io 

. the bufin'efs of exalting the glory of God in our 
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falvation: of the eleiling love of the Father: the 
purchafmg love of the Son ; and the operative love 
of the Spirit. 

r. It is a peculiar end of the elefting love of the 
Fat&er, Eph. 1.4. he hath chofen us that we/hould 
be holy and unblameabky fo Ifa. iv. 3,-4, His aim 
and defign in choofing of us was, that we fhould be 
holy, and unblameable before him in love. This 
he is to accomplifli and will bring abojit in them 
that are his. He choofes us to falvation^ through - 
thefandijication of the Spirit y and belief of the truthy 
2 Theff. ii. 12. This the Father defigned as the 
firft and immediate end of elefting love : and propo- 
fes the confideration of that Iqye, as a motive to ho- 
linefs, I John iv. 8, 9, 1 o. 

2. It is fo alfo of the exceeding love of the. Son, 
whereof the teftimonies are innumerable. I (hall 
give but one or two, Tit. ii. 14. Who ^ave himfelf 
for usy that he might redeem usfrotn all iniquity y and 
purify M hhnfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. This was his aim, his defign in givine him- 
felf for us : as Eph. v. 2 6, 2 7. Chrifl loved the church 
and gave himfelf for it y that he might fanilify and 
xleanfe it with the wafhing of water by the i4mrd: 
that he might prefent it to himfelf a glorious churchy 
not haiiingfpQt or wrinkle or any fuch thing but that 
it fhould be holy and without blemifhy 2 Cor. v. 15. 
Rom. vi. 5. 

3. It is the very work of the love of the Holy 
Ghoft ; his whole work upon u^j in us, for us, con- 
fifts in prepaHrig of us, for obedience, enabling of 
iis.thcreurito^ and bringing. forth the fruits of it, in 
us: and this he doth inoppofition to a righteoufnefs 
of pur own, either before i% or to be made up by 

it 
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it, Tic iii. 5, I need not infift on this: the fruits 
of the Spirit in us are known, Gal. v. 22. 

And thus have we a twofold bottom of the ae- 
ceffity of our obedience, and perfonal holiuefs: 
God hath- appointed it: be requires H^. And it is 
an eminent immediate end t^f the diilinft diff^nfa- 
tion of Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, in the work 
of our falvaiion. If God's fovereignty orcr us is 
to be owned ; if his love towards us be to be regard- 
ed, if the whole work of the ever bleffed Trinity, 
for us, in us, be of any moment, our obedience is ' 
neceiTary. 

3, It is neceffary in refpeft of ' the end thereof r 
and that whether you confider God, :ourfelves, or 
the world. 

I. The end of our obedience in refpcft of God, 
js his glory and honour, MaL i, 6. this is God's ho- 
nour, all that we^give him. It is true, hfe will 
take his honour from the ftonteft and proudeft re- 
bel in the world : but ail we give him, is in our o- 
bedience. The glorifying of God by our obedi- 
ence, is all that we are or can be. Particularly, 

1. It is the glory of the Father, Mat, v. 16. Lei 
your light fo flnne before men^ thsti ihey may fee your 
good Ivor k5\ and glorify your Father which is in hea- 
ven. By our walking in. the light of faith^/doth 
glory arife to the Father. > The fruits of his love, 
of his grace, of his kindnefs, are fden upon us; and 
God is glorified in our behalf. ' And, 

2. The Son is glorified tfaerefbjTi It is the will 
of God, that as alt teen honour the jPathcyvifp fhould 
they honour the Son, John v.;33. and -hawiis this 
done, by beliedng to Jwnp, Johhoiivjri * ibbfcpngof 
him rtence, John xvii. 10. iHe^iays, he is glo* 
rifiedin believers: and prays for an iacreafe of grace 
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and union for them, that he may yet be more glo- 
rified, and all might Ic^ow, that as a Mediator he . 
•was fent of God, 

3. The Spirit is glorified alfo by it: heisgriev^ 
ed by our difobedKence, Eph, 4. 30. and therefore 
his glory is in our bringing forthjFruit, He dwells 
in us as in his temple: which is not to be defiled; 
holinefsbecometh his habitation forever. 

Now if this that hath been faid, be not fuificient 
to evince i neceffity of our (A>edience, we muft fup- 
pofe ourfelves to fpeak wth a fort of men ; who re- 
gard neither the fovereignty, nor love, nor glory 
of God, Father, Son, or Holy Ghoft. Let men 
fay what they pleafe, though our obedience fhould 
be all loft, arid never regarded, which is impoffiblc, 
(for God is not unjuft to forget our labour of love) 
yet here is a fufficient bottoni, ground and reafon 
of yielding more obedienee unto God, then ever^ 
we (hall do, whilft we live in this world. I fpeak 
alfo only of gofpel grounds of obedience, and not 
of thofe that are natural and legal, which arp indif- 
penfable to 41II mankinds 

2. The end in refpeft of oucfelves Immediately^ 
is threefold, i* Honour. 2. Peace, 3. Ufeful- 
nefs. 

1. Honoun It is by holinefs that we are made 
jikje unto God, and his image is renewed again in 
us. This was our honour at our creation ; this ex- 
alted us above all our fellow creatures here below; 
we were made in the image of God. This we loft 
hy fin, and became likethe beafts that perifli. To 
this honour of conformity to God, of bearing hi^ 
image, are we exalted again by holinefs alone. Be 
ye holy, fays God, hcaujh I am holy^ i Pet. i. 1 6. 
\^^ bt you ferfeil, that is, in doing good, as your' 

B b ^ heave?z 
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heavenly Father is perfed^ Matth. v. 48. in a like- 
Jiels and conformity to him. And herein is the 1- 
mage of God renewed, Eph. iv. 2 3, 24. therein we 
put on the new man which lifter God is created in 
rigbteoufnefs^ and hpUnefs of truth. This -was that 
which originally was attended with power and do- 
minion; is dill all that is beautiful or comedy in the 
world; how it makes men honourabje and precious 
in the fight of God, of angels, of men, how alone 
-it is that which is not defpifed, which is of price 
before the Lord ; What contempt ^d fcom he hath 
of them in whom it is not, in what abomination he 
hath them and all their ways, might eafily be evin- 
ced. . - 

2, Peace, by it we have communion with God, 
wherein peace alone is to be enjoyed The wicked 
are like a tix>ubled fea^ that cannot rejl^ and there 
is no peace to them faith my Gody Ifa. xlviii, 21. 
There is no peace, reft, or quietnefs, in a diftance, 
feparation, or alienation from God. He is the reft 
of our fouls; in tbe light of his countenance is life 
and peace: Now if we walk in the light, as he 15 
Light, we hzyt fellowjhip one with another^ i John 
i. 7. and verily otir fellowfhip is with the Father^ 
and with the Son fefus Chrifl: ver. 3. He that 
'Walks in the Hght of new obedience, he hath com- 
munion with God, and in his prcfeoce is fulnefs of 
joy for ever: without it there is nothing but dark- 
nefs, and wandering and confufion, 

3. Ufefulnefe. A man without hoKnefs is good 
for nothing: Ephr.aim, fays the prophet, fx an 
empty vine^ that brings forth fruit to itfelf And 
Vvhat is fuch a vine good for? nothing, faith another 
prophet, a man cannot make a pin of it, fo much 
;js to hajig a ycffel on : a barren tree is good for no^ 
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riling, but to be cut down for the fire* Notwith- 
ftanding the feeming- ufefulnefs.of men, who fervo 
the providence of God in their generations, 1 could 
eafily manifeft that the world and the church might 
want them, asd that indeed in themfclves they arc 
good for BoC'hing: only the holy man is commune 
bonum. 

3. The end of it i» refpeft of others, in the 
world h mahifoldr 

1. It/erves to the conviftion, and flopping the 
mouths €^ forae of the enemies of God^ both here 
and hereafter ^ herCr i Perriii. 16. Keeping a good 
confcience that wherein theyffeak againfl you as evil 
doers ^ they may. be ajhamedy* beholding your good con- 
verfation m Chrijl. By our keeping of ia-gjcx>d confci- 
ence men will be made aCbamed of their falfe accu- 
fetions* That whereas tlieir malice and hatred of 
the way^ of God, hath provoked them to fpeak all 
manner, of evil of the profeffion of them; by the 
holinefs and righteoufnefs of the faints, they are 
convinced, and made a(hamed, as a thief is when 
he is taken, and be driven to acknowlege that God 
is amongft them, and that they are wicked them- 
felves, Johttxvii. 23, 2. Hereafter, itisfaidthat 
the faints fhall judge the world : it is on this as Well 
as upon other confidcratitMis, Their good worksj 
iheir righteoufnefe, their holinefs fliall be brought 
forth, and manifefted to all the world, land the 
righteoufnefe of God's judgments againft wicked 
men, be thence evinced; fee, iays Chrift, thefe 
are they that I own, whom you fodefpifedand ab- 
horred; and fee, their works foltowing them, this 
and that they have done, when you wallowed in 
your aboniinations, Matth. xxv. 42, 43, 

2. The converfion of others, i Pet. ii. 12. Ha- 

Aaa ving 
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ving ymurionverfatim hmeft among the gentiles y that 
wherein the^Jfake-againftyouasevildoerSy behddr 
ing yourgocd worisy . they nuiy ghrify Gpd in the day 
(f vijiiatim^ Matth. v. 1 7,. Even irevileFs, perfc- 
cutors, evil fpeakers have been overcome hy Ae 
conftant holy walking of profeflbrs, and when their 
day of vifitation hath come, have glorkSed God on 
that account, i Pet. iii. 1,2. • 

3. The benefit of all : partly in keeping of judg- 
ments from the reildue of men, as ten good men 
would have pueferved Sodom, partly by their real 
communication of good to them, with whom they 
have to do in their generation. Holinefe makes a 
man a good man; ufeful to all, and others eat of 
the fruits of the Spirit, that he brings forth con- 
tinually, ^ 

4, It is neceffary in refpeft of the ftate and con- 
dition of juftified perfons; and that whether you 
confider their relative ftate of acoeptatiouj or their 
ftate of fanftification. 

1. They are accepted and rec^ved into fricnd- 
fliip, with an holy God ; a God of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity ; who bat^s every unclean^thing* 
And is it not neceffary^ that. they ftiould be holy, 
who are admitted into his prefence, walk in hii 
fight, yea ly in his bofom I fliould they not with all 

' diligence cleanfc themfclves from all pollution 
of flefti and fpirit, and perfeft holincfs ia the fear 
of the Lord ? 

2. In refpeft of fanftification^, we have in us a 
new creature, 2 Cor. v. 1 7. this uew creature is 
fed, nourifhed, kept alive by the fruits of holinefs: 
to what end hath God given us new hearts, an<i 
new natures? Is it that we ftiould kill them, ftiflc 
the creature that is found in us, in the womb? that 

n T we 
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wc ftiould give him to the old man to be devoured?^ 
5. It is neceflary in refpeft of the proper place 
©f holincrs in the new covenant, and that is two- 
fold. 

1. Of the means unto the end: G(^ hath ap- 
pointed;, rfiat holinefs, fhall be the means, the way,, 
to^that cttraal life,- which as in itfelf and original- 
ly is his gift,, by Jefu* Chrift, fo with> regard to hi* 
conftittirion of our obedience, as the me^is of at- 
taining it, is a reward : and God m beftowing of it 
a* Rbwardfer. Though- it be- neither, the caufe,, 
matter, nor condition of our jaftification, yet it iy 
the way appointed of God,, for us to walk in, for 
the obtaining of falvation: and therefore he that 
hath hope of eternal life, purifies himfelf, as he is 
pure: and none (hall ever come to that end, who^ 
walketh'uot inthat way:, for without holincfsit is- 
iitipoffible to fee Godi 

2. It is a. teflimonyand- pledge, of adoption: a^^ 
flgn and evidence of grace, that is, of accepratioii^ 
with God; And '^dly^ the wholeexpreflion of our 
fhankfylncfs. Now. there is not one of all thefe^ 
caufes and peafons of the neceffity> the indifpenfabl© 
neceifity,. of oar obedience, good works,. and per- 
fonal righteoufncfs^ but woald require a more large 
difcourfe tounfold and^explab, thtn I have aBot-?- 
fed to the propofal of* them alhaiid innumerable 
others there are of the fame import, that I cannot, 
natn^. He that upon thefe accounts doth not think 
univerfalholinefs and obedience to be of indifpen-- 
fiible neoeflity, unfcfs alfbit beexaltedinto the room* 
of the obedience and Figbteouffiefe^ of GhrUl:,Jet: 
him be filthy ftill.. 

Thefe objeftions being remoYed,\and 'Raving zv 
die entrmce^ this chapter, declared what is dcn^r 
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on the part of Chrift, las to our fellowfiiip with hiiB, 
^ in thii jpurchafed grace, as^to our acceptation with 
God ; It remaias that I now ffiew, what alfo h re- 
quired and performed on our part, for the corapleat* 
ing[ thereof: this then confifts in the enfuing partJ- 
^ culars. 

I. The faints cordially approve of this rightc- 
oufaefs, as that alone which is abfolutcly compleat, 
^ and able to mike them acceptable before God. And 
this fuppofeth fiTC things: 

u Theirclear and full conviAion of the necdE- 
ty of a righteoufnefs, wherewith to appear beforq 
God. . This is always in their thoughts* This in 
their whole lives they rake for granted Many men 
fpend their days in obftinacy and hardnefs, aiddiag 
dninkennefs unto thirft, never once enquiring what 
their condition fhall be, when they enter into eter- 
nity. Others trifles away their times and their 
fouls, fowing the wind erf emp*ty hopes, and pre- 
paring to reap a whirlwind of wrath. But this li^ 
at the bottom of all the faints communion with" 
Chrift. Auleep fiked, fefolved perfuafion^ of an 
abfolute and indifpenfable neceffity of a righteouf- 
nefs, wherewith to appear before God. The bo- 
linefs of Gpd's nature, the righteoufnefs of his go- 
vernment, theTeverity of his law, the terror of his 
wrath, are always before them. They have been 
all convinced of fin, and have looked on themfelvis, 
as ready to fink under the vengeance - due to it. 
They have all cried, Men <fnd brethren^ whaijbait 
ive do to be favedf Wherewith fhall we appear be- 
fore God ? And have all cotiduded, that it is in 
vain to flatter th'emfelves with hopes 6f efcaping, as 
they are by nature; if God be holy, and righteous 
and oi purer eyes than to behold iniquity, they muft 

^ • , have 
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have a righteoufncfs to ftand Before him: and they 
luiow what will be the cry one day, of thoie y^ho 
now bear up themfelves, as if they were otherwife . 
liliaded, Ifa. liii. 15* JMicah rii. 6, 7, 

2, They weigh their o-vm rightcouftefs in the 
ballance, and find if wanting. And this two ways. 

1. in general, ^nd upon the whole of tl?e mat- 
t^, at thdr firft fetting themfefves Wore God. 
"When men arc conviBced of the neceffity of a righ- 
ceoufnefs, they catch at every thing that prefents 
itfelf to. them for relief. Like men ready to fink 
m deep waters, caccfa at that, that h next to fave 
them from drowning, which fometimcs * proves a 
rotten ftick, that fmk$ with them/ So did the Jews, 
Horn. ix. 3 1, 32. they caught hold of the law, and 
it would not relieve them: and how they periChed 
With it, the apofUe declares^ chap. x. 14. the law 
put them upon fetting up a righteoufnefs of their 
own; this kept them doing, and in hope, but kept 
them from fubmittiug to the righteoufnefs of God. 
Here many perilh, and never get one ftep nearer to 
God all their days. This the faints renounce. 
They have no confidence in the flefli: they know 
that all they can do, all that the law can do, which 
is weak through the fleih, will not avail them. See 
whatjudgment Paul makes of all man's own righ« 
teoumefs, Phil. iif. 8, 10.' this they bear in their 
minds daily, this they fill their thoughts withal, 
that uf)on the account of what they have d<Mje, caa 
do, ever (hall do, they cannot be accepted with 
God, or Juftified thereby. This keeps their fouh 
hiimbie, full of a fenfe of their own vilenefs all their 
days. ^ 

2. In particular: they daily weigh all their par- 
ticular aAipps in the ballance, and find them want- 
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ing, as to any fueh compleatheis, as upon their 
own account to be accepted with God- Oh ! fay* 
a faint, if I had nothing to conunend me unto Go^. 
but this prayer^ this duty, this eonqueft of a temp- 
tation, wherein I mvfelf fee fo many failiiig;^, fo 
much impcrfeftion, could I appear witb any bbldi- 
nefs before him? Shall I then piece up a garment 
of righteoufnefs out of my beft duties j ah ! it is all 
as a defUed cloaih, Ifa^lxiv. vi. thcfe thoi:^bts ac- 
company them in- all their duties : in their beft and 
moft choice^ performances. . Lord what am I in my 
.beft eftate? How little fuitablenefs unto thy hoIi»- 
Befs is in my beft duties? O fpare me ! in reference 
to the beft thing that ever I did in niy life. When 
a man who lives upon conviftions, hath got ^mt 
enlargements in duties, fome eonqueft over a fin or 
temptation, he huggs himfelf, like Micha when he 
had got a Levite to be his prieft ; now furely it 
ftiall be well with him, liow God will blefs him, his 
heart is now at eafe; he hath peace in what he hath 
done. But he who has communion with Chrifty 
when he is^ higheft in duties of fanftification and 
holinefs, is cleareft in the apprchenfion of his owtt* 
Hnprofitablenefs, and rejefts every thought that 
mightarife in his heart, of fetting his peace in them; 
or upon them. He fays to his foul, do thefe things 
feem fomething to thee ? Alas, thou haft to do with 
an iiifioitely righteous God, who looks through and 
ihrougb all that vanity, wliich thou art but little ■ 
acquainted withal; and ftiould he deal with thee> 
according to thy beft works^ thou muft: perifhi 

3* They approve of, value and repiee in this 
righteoufnefs, for their acceptation, which the Lord 
Jefus ha;h wrought our, and provided for them: 
thk being difcoveEed to them^i. they approve of it 
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with all their hearts, and reft in it, Ifa. xlv. 24. 
Surely Jhall one fay ^ in the Lord have I righteeujneji 
and ftr^ngth. THis is their vpiee and language, 
when once the righteoufnefs of God in Chrift, is 
made known to them : here is righteoufnefs indeed, 
hei?e have I^eft for my foul. Like the merchant 
man in the gdfpel, Matth. xiii. 45, 46. that finds 
the pearl of price: 1 had been fearcbing up and 
down, I looked this and that way for help, but it 
was far away: 1 fpelnt my ftrength for that which 
was not bread; here is that indeed; which makes 
me rich for ever. When firftthc righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, for acceptation with God, is revealed to a 
poor labouring fpui, that hath fou^ for reft and 
hath found i^ooe, he is furprifed and amazed, and 
is not able to contain itfelf : and fuch an one always 
m his heart approves this righieou&e& on a fivefbki 
accoinit. 

I, As full of infinite wifdom: unto them that 
believe faith the apcrfWe, ChrHl crucified, is the wif- 
domof God, I Cor. i. 24. they fee infinite wtfdom 
in this way of their acceptation with God, In 
what darknefs, fays fuch an one, in what ftreJghts, 
in what intangleraents, was my poor foul ? How lit- 
tle able was I to look through the cSouds and per- 
plexities wtierewith I was cncompaffedt* I looked 
inwards, and tbfere was nothing but fin, horror, fear, 
tremblings; 1 looked upwards and faw nothing hjit 
wrath, curfes and vengeance; I knew that God was 
an hdy and righteous God, and that no unclean 
thing ftiould abide before him ; I knew that I was 
a poor, vile, unclean, andfinful creature, and how 
to bring thefc two together in peace, 1 knew not : 
but in the righteoufnefs of Chrift, doth a world d 
wifdom opw itfelf, difpelling all difficulties anc 

n I dark 
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nefs, and manifeding a reconciiiation of ail this. O 
the depth of the riches of the wifdom and knowkge 
rfGod! Ronu^xi. 33. and Col. ik. 3.. but of this be- 
fore. 

2. As full of grace. He kaows that fin had ihui 
up the whole way of grace towards him; and where- 
as God aims at nothing fo much as the manifeftati-' 
oa of his grace, he was utterly cut Ihort of it. 
Now to have a compleat rightebufnefs provided,, 
and yet abundance of grace manifefted, exceeding-- 
ly delights the foul: to have God'$ dealing withr 
his perfon, alLgrace, and dealing with bis righte- 
oufnefs, all juftice, takes up his thoughts. God^ 
every where affures us, that this righteoirfhcfs is of 
grace, h is by. grace^ and no more of wbrks^ Rom; 
xi. 6. as the iq)o(Ue at- large fets it our, Eph; ii. ^f 
8, 9. it is frejn" riches of grace and kindnefsr 
that the provifion of this righteoufnefs is naade: it 
is of mere grace that itis^beftowied' on ti^, k is; not 
at all of works: though it be iti kfelf, a righteouf-^ 
nefs of works, yet to us> it is of mere grace, So' 
Tit. iii. 4, 5, ^, 7, But after that the kindnefs and 
kvi of God our Saviour toward man appeared^ ^^ 
by works of righteoufnefs whieb we have done^y ^^^ 
according to his mercy hefaved usy by the wafting 
of regeneratim^ and renewing^ of the Holy Ghofh 
which hefhedon us abundantly ^ through ^^fu^ Chrijl 
eur Saviour: that being ju/lified by his grace^ w 
fhould be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. The rife of all this dupenfation is kindnefs 
and love^ that is grace, ver. 4. the way of commu- 
nication, negatively is not by works. of righteouf- 
aefs that we have donej pofitively, by the comnui* 
nication of the Holy Ghoft^ ver. 5; the means of 
whofe procurement,, is Jefus Chrift, ver. 6. and 
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the work itfelf is by grace, ver. 7. here is ufe 
made of every word almoft, whereby the exceed- 
ing rich grace, kindnefs, mercy, and goodnefs of 
•God may be expreffed, all concurring in this work. 
As, r. His goodnefs, benignity, readinefs to com- 
municate -of himfelf, and his good things that may 
te profitable to us. 2. Mercy, love, andpropen- 
fity of mind to help, affift, relieve them of whom 
he fpeaks, towards whom he is fo affefted: and mer- 
cy, forgivenefs, compaffion, tendernefs, to rhem 
^hat fuffer: and free pardoning, bounty, undefer- 
^ved love : and all this is faid' to be ton theoufoteres ; 
he exercifes all thefe properties and attributes of 
his nature towards us, that be may fave us: and in 
the beftowing of it, giving us the Holy Ghoft, it 
is faid, he poured him out, as water out of a veflel, 
without ftop and hefitation, and that not in a fmall 
meafure, Init ricMy and in abundance : tvhence as 
10 the work itfelf, it is erap4iaticaHy faid, dekaio- 
thentes te ekeimuchathitii jiiftified by the grace of 
him, who is fuch an one. And this do the faints 
of God in their communion with Chrift, exceeding- 
ly rejoice in before him,' that the way of their ac- 
ceptation before God, is a way of grace, kindnels 
and mercy, that they might not feoaft in theftifelves, 
but in the Lord, and his goodnefs; <:rying, bow 
great is^thy goodnefs? hna^ great is thy bounty? 

3. They approve of it, and rejoice in itj a§ a 
way of great peace and fecurity to thertifelves and 
.their own fouls. They remember what was their 
ftate and condition, whilft they went about to fct 
up a righteoufnefs cf their own, and were not fub- 
jeft to the righteoufnefs of Chrift: bow miferably 
they were toffed up^nd down, with continual fluc- 
tuating thoughts: fometimes they bad hope, and 
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fomcrimes they were full of fear: foitietimes they 
thought chemfelves in fome good conditbn» and a* 
non were at the very brink of hcUj their confci* 
ences being racked and torn, with fm and fear: but 
now, being jujlified by faith y they have peace tmth 
Gody Rom. V. I. all is quiet and ferene; nor only 
that ftorm is over, but they are in the J>aVen where 
they would be. They have abiding peace with 
God. Hence is that defcription of Chrift, to a 
poor foul, Ifa. xxxii. 2. And a man Jhall be as an 
hiding place from the windy 0nd a covert from the 
tempejly as rivers of water in a dry place j as the 
fhadow of a great rock in a weary land: Wind, 
and tempeft, and drought, and wearinefs, nothing 
now troubles the foul that is in Chrift, he hath an 
hiding-place and a covert, and rivers of water, and 
the fhadow of a great' rock, for his fecurity. This 
is the great myftery of fiaiith in this bufmefs of our 
acceptation with God by Chrift; that whereas the 
foul of a believer finds enough in him, and upon 
him, to rend the very caul of the heart, to fill him 
with fears, terror, difquietments all, his days, yet 
through Chrift, he is at perfeft peace with God, 
Ifa. xxvi. 3. Pfal. iv. 6, 7, 8. Hence do the fouls 
of believers exceedingly magnify Jefus Chrift : that 
they can behold the face of God, with boWnefsi 
confidence, peace, joy, affurance, that they can 
call him Father, bear themfelves on his love, walk 
up and down in quietnefs and without fear; hoW 
glorious i^ the Soil of God, in thif grace? They 
ranemberthe wormwood an4 gall, that they have 
eaten, the vinegar and tears they have drunk, the 
trembling of their fouls like m afpen leaf that is 
fhaken with the wind, whenever they thought of 
God, what contrivances they have hid ta hide, and 
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fly and efcape; to 'be brought now to fettlement 
and fecurity> miift needs greatly affeft them. 

4. They cordially approve of this righteoufncfs, 
becaufe it is away and means of the ex<:eeding ex- 
altation and honour of the Lord Jefus, whom their 
fcHiis do love. Being onc^f bi?otight to an acquain- 
tanocwith JcfiuChrfft, theft hearts defire nothing 
more than that he may be honoured and glorified 
to theufmofl:^ and in all things have the preherai- 
uence. Now what can letid more to the advancing 
land honouring of him in o^r hcartSr than to know 
xhat he is made' of 'God unto tis, Wlfdmnifnd righ-' 
temfnep^ i Cor-' i.^ 3 Q;- Not that he is this or that 
•part bf our acceptation With God: hut he is all, he 
as the wltele; : x Hey know that in the account of 
his working otJt their acceptation with God. He is, 
• 1. Honoured of God his Father^ Phil.ii* 7, 8, 
9,1 o: 'He malk' hirkft^ f>f 710 repufafkn^ and took 
4u:pm bitn tf>e form of a ; fervant^ arid wa^ made in 
;th^ Ukenefs^'mefhK^ And being found in faflfion a-s 
4tf mhni /j€ hu^itSiM'hhfelfandhecame obedient un^ 
•fo'deathy €^en the d&atf> bf the crofs^ wherefore 
God^lfo hath highly exalted him^ and given him' a 
^ofke, <ohieh is-^boiSe^vefynafne; -that at the name 
iof ^cfusyevery knee. ibeuH b^w^ -of things in- heaven 
^fid things inearth, \(ind things under the earth : 
^dnd^ibat every tm^u^ Jbduld confefs^ that ^efus 
CMJ} /i? bordi U the glot^ of God the Father. Whe- 
ther that word *whMfore, denotes a connexion of 
«aufeility)[Or'*only.'a:iGfanfequenGe, this is evident, 
2dhat:oii t'he!ac<!(Jtinjr»'-crfi His fufiering, a^d as the end 
irfiti he^wasr honour dd>a&d cxaltisd of God ; to an 
HXflfH^^^'^^J^JP^^h^^^i^^Di^) d'gnj^y> and authority; 
racqotdihgasi^God^ had promifed hliti, on the fame 
account, Ifa. M. ni'ia* Aftsii. g 6. -and, v. zoy.^j. 
'-\: Cc ^ Anc' 
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And thepefiore it is faid, that when He had by him" 
felf purged our fms^ be fat down at the right band 
of the Majejly on high, Heb. i. 3. 

2. He is on this dpcount honoured of all the an*- 
gels in heaven, even becaufe of this great work of 
bringing finncrs unto God: for they da not only 
bow down and defirc to look into the myftery of the 
crofs, 1 Pec. i. 1 2; but worihip and praife him al- 
ways on this account, Rev. v-r 11, 12, 13, L4« ^ 
heard the voice of many angels round about tbi 
throne^ and living creatures j and the elders^ and the 
number of them was ten thoufand times ten thoufand^ 
and thoufands of tljoufands^ faying yioitk a hud 
'Doicey worthy is the Lamb that was flainy to re* 
ceive power y and riches^ and wifdom^ and ftrength 
and honour^ and glory^ and blejjing. And every 
creature which is in heaven and earthy .and under 
the earthy andfuch (is are in thefiai and/ail that 
are inj/jem; heard I faying^ . hleffmg^ • homuty ghry, 
and powery be unto him thpt ftttetbmithe tbranit 
and unto the jMriib for e^er and ever* And the 
living creatures faid Amen^ a,nd the four andtwen^ 
ty elders fell down and worjfnpped himt^ thatliveth 
for ever and ever. The realOTi giyefi <if this glori- 
ous and wonderful . dojcplogy, thi? . attribution 
of honour and glory,, tq J^fus Chfi% by the 
whole hofl: of heaven, is becaufe he was. the 
Lamb that was flain:- that is, becaufe of. the work 
of our redemption, and our bringing unto God. 
And it is npt a little refrefhm^ nt .and irejpyciog to 
the fouls of the faiftta, to kuQW^ that all the angels 
of God, .the whole hofl.<jf}bea^en,^:^ich never 
fmned, do yet contirtually rejoice, and^afcribe.Rrayv 
iers and houour to the Lord JefuS, for his brhxging 

them to peace and favc^r. mih God. 

• ^ , 5, He 
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3. Hq^ is honoured by his faints all the world o- j 
rer: and indeed if they do not, who fliould* If 
they honour him not 'as they honour the Father, 
ffiey Were of all men the moft unworthy : but fee 
what thqr do, Rev. k 5, 6. Unto him that loved us^ 
andioafhed us from ourjins in his own bloody and 
bath fhade us iings and prtejls to God and his Fa-* 
thefy to him be ^oryfor ever and ever^ Amen. chap;. 
T*. 8; 9, r 0. The four living creatures andfhr and 
ttuentjt elders, fell down before the hamb, having 
every Me of them harps, and golden viols full of 
0dors, which are the prayers of his faints ; and they 
fung a newfongy faying^ Thou art worthy to take . 
the book and tO' open thefeals thereof: for thou wajl 
ftain, and hafl redeemed us unto God by thy blood, 
out of every kitidred, afuJ tongue, and people^ andna^ 
tion, and bafi made us unto God, kings andpriefts^ 
and we fhall reign on earth. The great fplemn 
woriliip of the ehriftian church, coc&fiAs In this af^ 
. fignation of honour and glory to the Lord Jefus: 
therefore do they love him, honour hkn, delight 
in him, as Paul, PhiL iii. 8. and fo the Spoufe, Cant^ 
Ti 9, lo, 1 1, and this is on this account. 

5* They cordially approve of this rightcoufnefe^ 
ihis^way of acceptation as that which Jbrings glory 
to God ^s fuch. When they were labouring un* 
der the guilt of fin, that which did tnoft of all per- 
plex their fotils was, that their fafety was iricon- ^ 
fiftenc with the glory and honour of the great God ; ' 
with his juftice, faichfolnefs, and truth; all which. 
were engaged for the deftruftion of fin; and how 
to come dF from ruin, without the lofs of their ho- ^ 
nour he faw not. Bkit now by the revelation of - ^ 1 
this righteoufiiefs from faich, to faith, they plain-* 
ty fee, that all the properties of God arc cxceed- 
C c ^ D,g,t zed by Google ingly 



3 16 Communim with thi Son^fusChrift. Ch. Vlll. 

ingly glorifycd, in thp pardon, ju/lificatioii, and 
acceptance of poor fiuners. As b^fof e was ni»[iw 
fefted. 

And this is the firft way whereby the faints hokj 
daily cotonaunion with the Lord Jeftis, in this pur- 
chafed grace of acceptation with God. They con* 
fider, approTe of, and rejoice in the way,, means,, 
and thing it fdf. 

2, They make an aftual commutation .with 
the Lord J^fus, as to their fins and his righteoufi 
nefs : of this there are alfo fupdry parts. . . , 

1. They continually keep alive upon their heart* 
a fenfe of the guilt and evil- of fin, even then wheii 
rhey are under fome comfortable pcrfwafjom of 
their perfoaal ^cceptancQWHh God. Senfe of par-^ 
dpQ t^es 4way the horror and fear, b«it not a dufi 
fenfe of . thie guilt of fin. It i$ thc4aHy exercife of 
the faintsrpfGod, to confider the great provocatioa 
that is in fin, their fiiis, the fint of their nature and 
lives: to render themfelves vilem their own hearts 
and thoughts on that account ;. to compare it -with 
the terror of the Lord; and to judge thcmfclyea 
continually. This they do in general, my ftn b 
ever before me, fays David. They fet fm before 
them, not to terrify and aflFright their Ibuls with 
it, but that a due fenfe of the evil of it, may b* 
kept alive uppn their hearts*, . 

2. They gather tip in their thoughts ihe;fit» 
for which they hayie not made.a parriculir reckoin 
ing with God in Chrift: Or if they, have begun fo 
to do, yet they have not made clear virork of it, nor 
come to a clear and comfortable iffue. There is no* 
thing more dreadful than for a man to.be abie to 
digeft his con viflioDS : to have fin look hroi in the 
face, and fpeak perhaps fomcwOrd&trf terror (? 
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him, and to be able by any channs of dxverfioBS 
^r delays^ to put \i ofF» without coming ta a full 
trial a» »> ftaieasid condkien in reference thereuiw 
to. This the faints do. They gather up their 
fins, lay them in the bailance of the law; feeafid^ 
coniidcr their weight and defcrt. And then, 
. g. They aiake this commutation I fpeak of witb 
^fv«Chrift^ thatis,. 

: i. T^ey foioufly confider, add by faith compcr 
allob^e^na ta thexontraryy that Jefus Chrift by 
«he will and appointment of the Father, , hath really ' 
undergone the puniihmenc that was due to thofe 
fins, th^ylsy now under his eve and confideration, lia^ 
Kiu 6.. jTiCbr. vv.2 1, He hath, a^ certainly dsiA really 
anfwered thejufticc of ."Godibrthcn^asif he him-- 
-ielf, the finner, fhould- at that inilant be cad into' 
'feell^ heconlddoi 

2. They hearken to the voice of Chrift calHhg: 
them to him with their burden f comt unto me yr 
Pbett ar^ werarf and heofoy. laden: eorae with yonr 
Jb^arder^; gome thou; poor foul, with thy guilt of 
.fin: Why what? to i^l why, this is mine, faitb 
Chrift r this agtaeement 1 made witH my Father,, 
that 1 fkonkl come^ and take thy fins^ and bear 
rhemaway; they wepe my lot. Gfivema thy burden,, 
give, me ail thy fins ; rhou^ knoweft not v^hat ;o do^ 
with them, I know how to difpofe ofihem well e- 
aough, fo'tliat God ftsilLbe glorified^and thy foaJ^ 
delivered. Ifeeupon,- •• 

3. 'They lay down their fi'tis at the crofs of G&rift,» 

- upon his Ihouldcrsv This is faith's great and bolti^ 

• venture upon the grace, faithfulncfs and. trarii ©f 

God;= To- .ftsMadrbf the crofs and faf,. zhX^he is- 

Huifed'for viy Jin^^ mid KVXfumikl for my.\&avf\!;rer- 

Smis^^ and the abaflifemept' c-f.-mv^fcmcc is uffcn h^ai''- 
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He is thus mad^fitt for me* Here I give up my' 
fins, to hini that is able to bear thcm,s to undergo 
them) He requires it of my iiauds, that 1 fbdiddi 
be content that hc;{houkl undertake for them, ani 
that I heartily cohfent unto. This is every days 
work. I kiidw hot how any peace can be maintsffii- 
cd with <3od!» without it. If it:be the worfc 6f fouls 
to receive Chrift, as made fin for us, wemnftrc- 
ccivehira,a8 ope that taker our fms; upon him. .Not 
although he dyed anymore, onfuflfered any.inor^^ 
but as thefaith of the faints of old, made that pre* 
fenp, and-done before tlicir. eyes (not come ropaf$> 
Heb* xi. k).So faith now, makes thaftTirefemy'^bich 
'was. a^ccHnpIi{btd;a3xi paft :imny -genecaitions aga 
TWsit if. to know Clirifl: crWified. . * ^ 

. 4. Haviiig ;thias by. faitK given. up their *fini t<) 
Chrift, and feen God laying them all on him, they 
tirawnigh,. arid take from him, riirat righteoufocfs 
which he hath wrought but for them: fo ftiMilling 
thewhole of that of:ihe apoftle^ 1 Cor. v: ^ i. Hewtts 
'^maidt.Jin far us\that:we might behmethe rightiouf- 
mfiofOod inhtrru . The)^ confider hrm tendering 
himfelf and his righteoufnefs, to be their righteouf- 
aiefe before God r they take it, and accept of it, 
and compieat this bleffed bartering and exchange of 
faitb. : Anger, curfe,^ wrath, death,' fin as. to its 
guilt, Heitodk it aH, and takes it all awa.yi;-with 
him we leavd whatever of this natHire belongs to us, 
and from him we receive, love, life, righteoufnefs 
and peace. ^ - . -' . 

Object. But it may be faid, furely this courfe of 
procedoire can never 6e aeceptable^to Jcfus Ghrift : 
What? fballWe daily come to him, wkb our fihh, 
our guilt, our fins ?' may-he uot, ^vil^he notbid fas 
keep them to ourfelves, they are bur own, iball W 

. : ' be 
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knrqire ddightM.\nkh» than rthat his: faints &ci 

always hoi^ oommasioQ with him, as to this b 

o«fsiof giTrtig and receivihg^ ^ For, '-'*?' 

^ i.w» Th£i exceeding}; bQm>fim hitff, and gives 1 

ihe^iytha^k^its due ^manrf inde>ed ajlMrd, L 

ini mike menpon- <^ him-^ him honour tiot hin 

aHi^' H(Wl> ?' They ifl&e his'wc^k>t)dt;c^ hk ha: 

afida{crfbd:n imtoathe^ things ;«i^(eiF repefita] 

rfidr 4«tie*; £baU bear chein isaqimies. Thej 

not %^fo, Abm th€y do'fo* Tha commHta(tioh i 

fesk^ if ihey *make atiy^ it* is wiih iheiiofej ves. 

thctf bartering £d3ciutfiii| is in and Hi^ith their < 

ibuk /The work that Cbrift €atiife>to dd m 

worldj ' \i^ w bear o«r*ii^iqttities, . ahd lay dowt 

* life .a-mnfom for oifr'fiAs. The tup' he hi 

tirink o^ was iUled with our fms, as to the pm 

tf^Vit dtie to themi What. greater difeopour i 

can be done t^ thetord- Jefus, than to ^kiiha 

:V?0rk.tb^tiy*hidg4tfe: tothiiik'io'g^^t rid of 

-fiflsatiyoth^^ifWiyv'OrmeatfeJ Herein, then I 

ifeChrift honoured indeed^ wh^'Wegeto-him^ 

ouf fins, by faith ; and fay unto him, Lord tb 

thy wbrky tfei^ is that for which thou icaraeft- 

Hht world-; this is thafthou haft undertaken to 

thoucalteft lor itiy- biirden, whicb is too heaty 

^m^to b^af: fake it bleffed Redeemed; thou tei 

reft thy righteouftiefe, that is my portion. Th 

' Chrift horipured,then is the gtery of mediaticm aU 

- ^d to htm, when we walk with him in this commui 

2. This exceedingly endears the fouls of 

faiints to Mm; and coiiftraifis; fhem tb'f>uf a du^ 

hiationup6n'hiin,hislove,hisrighteoufnefsand g 

. When they find> and have the daily ufe of it, * 
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thi^y do' tt« Who would not Ipve bim: I have been 
with the Lwd Jefiis^ voaj the poor foul iky 1 1 have 
\^x my finsi my burden with hiai» add he bath givea: 
me his rigbreoufnefe» wherewith I am going wkb 
boldnefs to God* I waii dead» and am aUve, for he 
dyed forme; 1 wascttrfed^and amblefledjw lie was. 
made a curfe for us ^ I was troubled^ but have pcsita 
for the chadifement of my peace was upon bim ; .1 
knew not l!ifbac lo do^ xm whither to asjit tdf^ foir«s 
row to go ; by him have jL receiyed }6y uafpeakr 
able and glorious : if I do not Jove biio^ delight m 
him, obey him, live to him, dy for him» I am worfe 
than the diyils in hdL Now the great Mm oi Qirift 
in the world, is, tp have an high place and cfteoi^ 
ill the hearts of -his people : lo have there, (as he 
hath , in hiitifelf) thje preheminence in all things? 
90t to be juftledupand doiwn anxmg other things ^ 
to be all, and in all And thus are the faints of 
Gqd prepared to elleem hiiD, upon? the engaging^ 
themfelves lo this communion Vith hinv 

ObjeH. Yea, but yoix will %, if this be fo, whac 
need we to repeni^or amend our. mtysy it is box %o 
kg to Chrifl by faith, niaking this exchange wit& 
him, and fi> we may iln that gFace may abound I 

Anfw. I judge no raaa's pe^fon : but this I mufS* 
needs iay, that I do not underftand, how a m^* 
that niakcs thi^ objeAion^ in cold b)oo4 nor under ^ 
temptation or accidemad darknefe, can^ have any 
true or real aequainreace with Jefus Chrift:; how- 
ever thfe I am certain of, that rtiis communion in 
itfelf, produces (jaite other elfeflks,' than^ thofe fup- 
pofed> - For, 

I. Forrepe.mance;..rt is I (uppofe, a-gofpelrc- 

^ pentance that is intended. For a legal bondage rc^ 

pentance fidlof dread;/amazemear, teuror, fej-f-jpve, 

aftonffliment at' the prtfence of Gcd,^! confefs this 
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cormtTnion takes it awiy, |>reTents k, tuRt it ouf^ 
with its bcaidage and fear : but for gofpel nepety 
lance/ wftofc BajtUre ceaafiibiii godlf fortow fo^lfih, 
Yfich tfs.t^diQqttiftimdat^pi^ocQednig^omfeith 
and abhorrency of fm, on aceouitsiaflEathcri^-Seai 
ted Spirit/ both hw^ and love/ ch^ (his fhduld be 
hindered by this communion, is not poiTibk. 1 toUi 
jrou that the foiiiBiatidn fof^thiscommooion^Hajaid 
m adeep, ferious,.' daily} «aifidieri|ti0ii ofxfm^^ki.gntlt^ 
vilencfsaQd 9b€Rntiutti99):ami^ eitr^csMrftiiv^^kfs^ 
ih^ gcobtmtk ! '(That-^.a icnft l^etf tsfto ko \aii^9» 
five-in aind upob the: heart tf-terory dne^tthatrJWill 
dzjoy this <:oaiiBraii3n'WitkChfift^ without it^Cfcrift 
, k of no VahicW'Dcnf eftcem. to himilr Now; ieiiqlioft 
fiUc that ^ mair flaodd >daiiy> £fl teiifeeaat^ ^ la n itl i dait 
^oughts of the idlancis'of i (m, oiia]l:ciQofiderat& 
cms. whatBverjivofriaOTV^ loNref grdc€,Hgoi^,vlife^irf 
deatk, atidbefiil^d\vidbfelf-abiborreiK7Qnthka^ 
coimt;-:and ytrt-be a; ftranger to gddly focrdw £- Ifecifc 
k.themiftaibe^ thefoundatioQ of;:thk<DnsmnDiis)n^ 
is Jatdm that,. :isk}cH tirey.iibppofe it cmxArean. \ 
. 2. iBdc whatfharU/i9€ ft^forofciediEnceiif (]hn^ 
be fa.gforifitd.'aadhoncQnedb]frtabihgfb 
more we bring to him th^nioterwrn fae be gMri& 
ed. A.>inaal<K>ttUii6c %>pofe that Ihisr obj^Aioii 
would be made^ betithat the. Holy CRhboft^ wb# 
knows what is^nian^ and his^iiearl; hafKuiadelt 
for them, and in their nahie, Kt)ai..^uM, 27 5^ thfe 
itty fimedbflfiiiie irfutt L hare infiftcd oii, biding 
deKtercd, chap^ v. 18, 19, 20* the fam6 ob)e6ti6li 
fe raade^toM*t?f wic fbr* tfeofe who think it m^ha« 
any weight^:! vHes them to the anfwer giiif^n in 
that chanter by theapoflle, a8.aUarbwha&wa5'ra^ 
befifirei'to'Ae neceffity of our obedience, notwith- 

ftauding 
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Handing the \aspavakfa of the righteoufnefs tS 
Chrift. 

Bat yoa will fay: how flK>tild we ad&ef& oar-' 
felves to the perfemiance of tbi» duty; what padr 
•leweto walk in.^ ^ \ 

I. Faich exerctfes itfelf io it efpcci^ three 
ways. 

I. In ineditatioB. The heart goes over in it^ 
own thoughts riie part above infifled on, fometimes 
feveiaUy, ibmetimes jotntlyf.fixnetiaies fixing pii« 
BMrily 00 the thing, ibmed^^ on another, and 
Ibmetinlet going o?er the whole. At one time per* 
iiaps the foul is moft upohconfideration of its own 
fafahefe, and filUng itfelf with fhame, and idf-ab« 
horrency mi that account; fomectmes it is filled with 
die thoughts of the righteoufiiefs of Chrift, and, 
with joy unfpeakable, and glorious on that accounn 
Eipecially on great occafions, when grieved and 
burthehoi by negligence or ertiprion cf corrupti- 
on» then the foul goes over the whiole work, and 
fo drives things to an ifiue with God;, and takes up 
the peace thu Chrift hath wrought ot^ for him. 

2« Confi^ring and enquiring kito the {Ht>mif€S 
of thi gofpe), which bold out all thefe thh^; the 
excellency, fuloefs and fbitablenefs o£ the righte* 
Oufhe6 of Chrift^ the re;efHon of all falfe righte* 
liufiiefs, and the ooBKUiuation made in the love of 
God, which was £drnieriyinfifted oit.v 

j.^ Inpnayer. Hereto <to their fe^ls go through' 
ihts woric day by dar. And this conmiunion have 
all the &iiKS wkh the Lotd Jefus, as^to^ their ac- 
ceptation with God, which was thefirft thing pro* 
pofed ta^osfideratioiil 

CHAR 
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C ri A p! IX. 

Of communion with CbriJI in bolimfs. Tbefeveral 
aSs afcribed unto the Ijord Chrijl herein, . i. 
tiis,,inhn^Km. 2. Sending of the Sfirit* j, 
BiJiQWS habitual grace. What that is^ and 

" wherein it cor^s. . TJjis putchafed by Gbrifi* 
Beftowed by him. . Of akual grace. Bow the 

, faints hold communion with Chnft in Ihefeibings^ 
Mamfeftfid mfimdry particulars. . 

OUR. cojwmmioa wkh the Lord Jeius, as to 
that, grace of iaiv£iificaiiQny and purificauoh, 
whereof we. havfe made mention in the feveraldif- 
tmftions, afid degrees thereof formerly, is nextljr 
to^iCDsfiieced.. >Aa2d hereiu the former. method 
muil J:^^Qbfpr¥ed;>;ahdiiire muft (Iiew. j. What 
are'tbe pec^diif iSiogsof tbeLprd Cbdft a$ to this 
cctaimiuioiu .rAiRl:2^,\what 18 dieduty-.irf the 
faJats^Jberdfet-lhe fom is/ how we hc4d communi- 
orir^vitfii Qiriil in hoKaefs, as wdl as in righteouC. 
4jefe, and^ittet yeiy. briefly. ^^ . 
.: There. i^e^, f^^l.a£b$ afcrrbed.umo. the Lord 
-JcftTs in rdfieiseiioc tb thw patficujar. As, 
. .i/Hkiatei?cc^ngi^ih the, Father, by virtue 
of hr^ oblattori in the behalf of bi^ that he would 
beftow t^ie Holy: Spirit on thc»i.. Here I chufe to 
ehtfr,. becaufe, of the dbbtioo iOif Cbcift itfdf^ I 
baTOifppke^i before. Qtbcrwife evcry-thiag is to 
Jj?eYari up to that head,::that fourfe'and fpriiig. 
,iFhereffie* aicfoiindatlod of all fpiriiual. mrtics 
whatever: as afterwai^s alfo.ihall be manifefled: 
•cow the SfSrit, as unto us^ a Sjnrit of grace, holi- 

nefs 
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nefs and confolation, is of the purchafe of Chrift% 
It is upon the matter, the great promife of the new 
covenant, Ezek. xi» 1 9. / li^ifka d newfpirit with* 
in you: So alfo, chap, xxxvi. 27, Jer.xxjdu 39, 40. 
and in Aindry other places, whereof afterwards. 
Chriil is the Mediator ^nd Surety of diis new -co- 
Tenant, Heb» vii. 2 2. ^e/iirwas madefmet^xlf abHter 
iefiamenti oTradier covenant. A teftans^ic liieds 
no furetjr* He is the Undertaker on tfeie part of 
God and man aUa Of ndan to^ grf e faiis^dion^ 
of God to beftdw the whok grace olF this promife, 
as chap. ix. 15. ^Fdr this -^Ofi/e^hi is^Mediafpt ^the 
New Teji anient y that by means ofdeathy for the re- 
demption vf iran^ti€fft(Sfis 9hM ix^^miklS 
JirftteJiafmflt,theynobi€harec4ithdymj^tr'£m^ tie 
.fromfe ^f eternd/ inberitanu^ ' Heiboth fatisficd 
for fm^ and procured the pmn^ierf -He. procures 
aU tbd(6»vie a^tid kindnef^ ^^eUich avevifieUfiiikis df 
the'covtnant J- bebg^ hinwrdftith?? wigldiri 'promife 
4jh(eret)fi G«^r'iiij.i5.'ihd^?v?hol^ m/emt 

"dsit mfidud'ofits^^^ffed^ .&aQld aitibe derived &om 
him, depend Ufibn/him^ mSbk yr6batie8 &y.'hicQ, 
that he in all things might biii^ithe'*ftieb€minel^u»^ 
Ek^'i. ^19. fi^cobdingi'to x!tisi<kfSKpc£k asid agreeitienc 
made with4iim,:3]Ei.'liii^;ii0]3ihe5nai« dU the pnf* 
tisa^b of 'hid bl4)od, ^andkberefcumiii&Spid^ as 
^romifed inihatl fco^tteiac, ir^^Joh u ioi now the 
<wh<^' frti^ ^ pu^chaife of:hfe deptH,^ is made out 
f rom^ the' Bitthfer japon hfe.5n terceflioa* This,! John 
xiv.i %6\ Vq'in^i^ b^pradiiieth.hi$>fii<fcipie8;',Jhatthb 
mll'ptirjdilithfcwdrkwhicb'hd hath imhapditt their 
behdf, ahd^ibteVceed *ith cteeFatlka-Sor^hefi^iiit, 
as a ft^it of his purchafe. Theircfare he rsdh tbiift, 
ihui be wiitnot jiriiy tb^' fmb&fdY bit idtvoso 
. : them, 
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diem, bee wfe .the eternal love of ihc Father, W 
not the. fruit, but thc.f<mHt9in<?f hispiirchafe: but 
the Sfridt that is a fruk, that, faith \\%^lwiU 

pray the Failjerfor, ^. And what Chrift alk^th 
xhc Father as Mediator, to beftow on ,us, that is 
part of his purchafe, being proi^iified unto him upo^ 
his \ipdertaking x<sAo riie will of God And this 
is the firft^hing that is:,to,be CoaWepedin the Lord 
jefusy as to the conhHiQnk^ion qfithe Spirit of 
fajQ^ification and purification; (the firft tbingtobe 
confideced in this our communion with him,) he 
interceeds with his jFather^ that he may be beilow*- 
<d50««^, iiS'^a fruit of his death and bloodftied in 
pur behalf; ; This is the relation of the Spirit of 
]hoJi»efe:«^ bqftowed on us, unto the mediation of 
Chrift, :He:is the great Foundation of thecove- 
;nant of grace j being bimfelf evtrlaftingly deftinat- 
ed, asad freely given to make a purchafe of all the 
good /thipgs tiiereof; ' ReceiATOg according to pro- 
iDf^ffe^b^ Holy "Glaofl:,, t^&.% \u 33. he ftieds him a- 
%oad" on his owa. This^ faith ^onfiders, fixes on, 
dwells upoft* For, 

2. His prayer being granted C^^ ^^^ Fatlyer aU 
%v<tys hM('5 himjht a^hially f<5nds his Spirit into the 
h^ar^s of his faints^- there to dwell in his ftead, and 
to do all things forthetn, and in them; which he 
Uimfelf hach to do. This Jkondly is the Lord 
,Chrift by tVith to- be eyed in: and not only in re- 
fpejft of the 'lirft enduing of our hearts with his Ho* 

, ly Spirit, b^t alfo af the cotitimial fupplies of ir, 
rinft^^g fprt^hai^nde.ycitipg more efteftwal operati? 

.' Gfts "an^ faflkgi^ of;, that ind welling Spirit, 'H^nce> 
ttiotigfe^' John xiv,. \ 4 1 he fays, the' Father zcillgiv^ 
lJMni'[f/:H^'Cqr^irtpry becaufe the original and fove^ 

. reign 4ift^nfeuQn. is in his hand, and it is by him 
v'^: . D d ^ n * ] ^^^^ 
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made out upon rhe interceffion of Chrift, yet not 
being bcftowed immediately on us, but (as it were) 
given Into the hand of Chrift for us, he affirms; 
that (as to aftual collation or beftowing) he fends 
himfelf, chap. xv. 26. / will fend the Comfort- 
er to you from tl^e Fatfjer. He receives him from 
his Father, and afiually fends him unto his faints. 
So chap, xiy, 7. I will fend him^ and ver. 14, 15. 
he manifefts how he will fend him, he will fumifli 
him with that which is his, to beftow upon ihcmr 
heflial! take of mine (of that which is properly and 
peculiarly fo, mine as Mediator, the fruit of my life 
and death unto holinefs) and giVe it linto you, but 
of thefe things more afterward^. This then is 
the fecond "thing that the Lord Chrift doth, and 
which is to be eyed in him, he fends his Holy Spi- 
rit into our hearts, which is the efficient caufe of 
all holinefs and fanflification, quickening, etfKght- 
nihg, purifying the fouls of his faints. How our 
union with him, with all the benefits thereon de- 
pending, floweth from this^his communication of 
the Spirit unto us, to abide with us, and to dwell 
in us, I have at large elfewhere declared : where . 
alfo this whole matter is more fully opened. And 
this is to be confidered in him by f^ich, m reference 
to the Spirit itfelf. 

2. There is that, which we call habitual grace, 
that is, the fruits of the Spirit, the Spirit which is ^ 
born of the Spirit, John iii. 6. that which is born 
of, or produced by the Holy Ghoft, in the heart 
or foul of a rtian when he is regenerate, that Which 
makes' him fo, is fpirit; in oppofitidri to the fl^» 
or that enmity which is in usbf nature againft God: 
it is, faith,. love, joy, hope, and the feft of the 
graces of the gofpel, in their root or common ptin- 
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ciple. Concerning which th^fe two things are to 
beobfer\ed- 

1. That though many particular graces, arc men- 
tiQQed» yet there are not diiFereut habits or quali- 
ties in us; not feveral or diftinft principles, to an- 
fwer them; but only the fame habit or fpiritual prin- 
ciple, putting forth itfelf in various operations, or 
ways of working, according to the variety of the 
objed? which k goetb forth onto, is their commott 
priuciplei So that it. is galled and, diftinguifhed as 
above, rather in refpeft of afttial exercife, with re- 
lation to its objefts, than habitual inherence, ij be- 
ing one root, which hath thefe many branches. 

2. This is that which 1. intend by this habit of 
grace. . A new gra^KW fpiritual life, or principle, 
created, and- beftowed on the foul, whereby it is 
changed in ?t11.its faquUies andaffedions^ fitted, and 
enabled to go forth, in the way of obedience, unto 
every divine pbjefl-, that is prppofed unto it, ac- 
cording to the mind of God. For inflance. The 
'tnindcan difcern of fpiritual thiogs in a fpiritual 

iianner, and thereipitis^light, Hlumination. The 
whole foul (;lofeth with Chrift ,as held forth in the pro* 
inifes of the gofpel for rightcoufnefs and falvation^ 
that is faith : which being the main and principal 
work of it, it often gives denomination unto the 
whole.. So when it refts in Gpdy m Chrifl:, with 
delight, defir^, and complacency^ n is, called love-y 
being indeed the principle fuiting all the faculties 
of our fouls for fpiritual and Irving operations, ac- 
cording to their natural ufe.. . Now it differs, 

. I. .From tl>e Spirit dwelling in the faints? for it 
is a created quality.; The .Sf)irit dwells in us as a 
free agent in aii holy hahitatioq*. . This^ grace as a 
quality, remains in us, as in it^ own proper fubjeA^ 

Ddz ^ , thac 
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(hat haih Hot any fubiillence but t^erem, sind \& cz^ 
pable of beiiig intended or redrained «&der great 
variety oF degrees. ' i 

i2» Fmmr actual gf ace whi^hktraiifient^ thknta^ 
king Its rcfideik^ ki the fotil. A^dal grace is an e* 
lapfe of divine influeiiGe and ^ifttmee, working in 
and by the foul, any fpk*it«al aA or duty ^hatfoc- 
ver, without afiy pre-exiftsnoe unto that aft or con^ 
tinuance afte^ \\ God working in us, both to viWY 
and to do* But' thi^ habitual grace is al^^^ys refi-^ 
dent in us, caufiug the foul to. bt a meet principle 
for all thofe holy and fpiritual operations, which by 
aflual gt^ce are to be performed* And,. 

3. It is capable of ai^ma^atioa and <£n[iiaut4oti» 
as was- faid; In fome ir is tttott large andf- mor^ e'f* 
feftual than in. othets. Yea in forae perfoifs t&oH 
at one time than another:. hetKC are thole dying^^ 
decays, ruins, recoveries* c6rtiplaints- indre^cingi 
whereof fo frequent midatiofi is made kt tiie fcrip^ 
ture. 

Thefe things being prettiifed, as to th^ ftaiure of 
it: let us ftoxv* collider whae we ire to eyd in the 
Lord Jefiis, in reference hereunto, to mak€ an en^ 
trance into Our communbn with him therein, afe , 
things by him, or on his part performed. 

I. As I faid of the Spirit, fo in the fir ft placef^ 
I fay of this, it is of the purchafeof Chrift, and is 
fo to be locked- on, // is given uHio^ us^ f$r htsfait 
to believe on him^ Phil. i. 49* the Lord, on the be- 
half of Chrift, for his fake, becaufc it is purchafed^ 
and procured by hinlfoFO§,beftows faith, and (by the 
feme rule) all grace upon us. We are blejedivith 
-aUj^irifudlbkJfings in hedvenly places in hlnii Bph. 
-!• 3. in him, that is, in and through' his m\:diatioft 
for his.- . His obliiion and interceffion ly at the 
' ; . V - ' n \ bottom 
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feectomx>f this difpeofation. Weee not graee hj 
them procured, it would nt¥€i? by any c^ foul be 
enjoyed* AH grace is from- this fbuntaim In our- 
recehving it from Chrifty we maft ftill conficfc^ what 
»( coft him J waftt of this weakens faith m its pro- 
per workings :i his whole interceffion is founded on 
bis oblation, i John iii v^ 2. what he purchafcd by 
Biis dcath> that (nor more, nor lefs a^ haib beenof- 
ten faki) he intcrceedeth maj be beftowed AtiA 
he prays, that all his faints may have this grace 
whereof we fpeaft, John* xvii. 1 7: did we continu- 
ally confider all grace as thr fruit o£ the purchafe* 
cif Chrifty it would be aw exccedrijg^ cndearanent: 
on 6ur fptm%. Nor can we without this coofidera-^ 
rion according to the tenor oP c&e gofpeF^ aiE: or , 
cxpcfl any gr^ce. It is no prejucfice to* tfee free: 
grace of the Father, to- lock, on any thing as the- 
purchafe of the Son. It was from' that grace, that: 
he made that purchafe- And in the re^ceiving of 
grace from God, we have not communion witb 
Chrift, who isi yet the Treafury and Store- houJfe of 
'-k; unlefs we, look up6n it as his purchafe;. He 
hath obtained that wx: fhpuld be fan€l:ified. tliroughr- 
©nt, have life- m* us, be- humble, holy,, believing,; 
dividing the fpoilvwiiktbe mighty, by deilnoy ing-the- 
works of the dj^yil m a?., 

2 .. The IjDrd. Ghrift dorh aSualfy communicatee 
this grace unto- his faints, and- beftows it on them;. 
Of his fulhefi we hav6 all recfived^^ and^ grata far 
graccy John il 1 6.'. For,. 

. I. The Father ailuaHy rhjveffs iiirn wi'tfr all the* 
grace, whereof by compa^ ajid^agreeajentv he hathi 
inade a purchafb (^s he received-theproaiife-of the' 
Spirit) whidi is all' ilktis of ufe for the Bringing: 
•^is many foDS to glory, // pleafed thet Fathr^^jhatt 
D d 3 kn 
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in him aH fulnefi Jhimld dwelt^ GaL i. ry. that her: 
fhould be m%fted with-^ fulnefeof rfmt grace which: 
i^ ueedSFuI for Hrs people. This^ himfeif caHs the 
p6we¥ of^imng eterndi Ufe to his eUct^ J6ha xvii. 2* 
whfch power is not only his ability to doir^ but jj* 
fo his fight tc> do ir. Hence thi^deKvering of all 
things unro hkn byhfe Fithcfrhe fays as the bottoro 
of hfe invltii^ fififters untc him for refreflbanisnt. 
Alt things^ are delivered unto me of my Father ^ Mat^ 
XI. 5 7* ^^)me untif me all ye that labour atid are hea'oy 
ladenymdl'Unllgheyourifly ver. 28* This being: 
the covenaneof the rather with him, and his^pro- 
mifc imtahim^ iharupcwi the making his font a& 
offering for ivXi^he Jbouldfe&hisfetdy mid the plea-- 
Jure of the Lj>rd Jbould profper i?i his hand, Ifa» Hit 
10. and in the'Verfes fcAlowing, ihtpoitrin^ out of 
his ./out unto deathy and bearing the fins of numjr 
' is laid as^ the bottom and procuring caufe of theie 
things, u Of^^pitifiatthnybyhis knowlege hejhall 
jufthfy many. -: z.> Of fanftification ;: ift deftroying: j 
the works of the devil, ver. i r, 1 2. thus cohks our j 
merciful High-Prieft to be the great PoffelTor of all - 
grace, that he may grve out to^ hs according to his ^ 
own pleafure; quickning whom he writ rie hatfc 
it in him really as our Head, in that he received not 
that Spirit by meafure,. John iai, 34, which is the 
bond of union between hfm and us, i Cor. vk 17- 
whereby holding him the Head, We are fHIcd witb 
hfa fulnefs, Eph. i. 22,. 2^. Col. ii. 19. he hath it 
as a common perfon intntfted with it on onr behalft 
Rom. V. 14, 15, 1^,1 7* th^ la/t Adwnis made un" 
to us a qidckningfpirity I Cor» xr. 45. He is alfo % 
treafury of this grace in a moraland Taw fenfef 
not only as it pleafed the Father, that ?c\\fufnefs 
fjoiild dwell in him^ Col. i. 19. but alfo bccaufe in 

n T Ws 
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&is mediatidii/ssluKh bieen declared, is fontided th^ 
whole difpeniatiod of grace. 

a^ Being thai afttaaily velfced with this pcAter and 
privilege and fulnefs^ he defigjis the Spirit to take 
ef this fulnisfe, and to gi^^ k ubto us.. He Jhall iake^ 
of mine and Jheix^ U unta^y^u^ John xvK 15. the Spi*^ 
rit takes d: that fulncfs mat is m Chrift, and in-thc 
aatne c£ the Loi^d Jefus, bedows it a^airy on them,, 
for whofe fan^Hficatibn he isfent;. Concerning the* 
Boanner and almighty efficacy of the Spirit of grace, 
whereby this is done (I mean, this afiual collationi 
of grace upon his- peculiar ones) more wiii be fpor 
ken afterwards.. ^ 

5. For aftual grace, or that influence of power 
whereby the fointsareeoabled to perform particur 
lar duties, according to the mmd of God, there is 
not aoy need of further enlargement about it. Whae 
concerns our communion with the Lord Chrjfl; 
•herein, holds propoiftion with what was fpoken be- 
fore* ' 

There rcmarmeth dnfy; one thing ttiore to be ob- 
ferved concerning- thofe things, whereof menticMi- 
hath been made,, and 1 proceed to the way where-^ 
fey we carry ou communion^ with the Lord Jefus ia 
aii thefe; And that is, that thefe things may be 
confidered two»wajfs. 

iv to uefpe^fe or their firftcolladob or befto^ingf 
0n the font 

2. In refpefl of thetr coturauance atod incfeafe; 
as unto the degrees of theiUk 

In the firft fenfe> as^ to the real communicating 
©f theSpint of grace unto the foul,, fo raifing it 
from death unto Kfe, the (aints have no kind of com- 
ttiunion with Chriflr therein, but only what coiifift 
in a paflivc reception of that life-giving, quicken 

Digitized by Google * 



332 Communion with the Son ^ffusCbriJf» Ck.JSL 

ing Spirit and power. They are but . as the deadl 

bones in the prophet,, the wind blow$^ m theni^ 
and they live: as Lazarus in the graire> Chrift calls, 
and they come forth ; the call being accon^anicd. 
with life, and power. This then is not that where^ 
of particularly I fpeak. But it is the fecond in re- 
fpeft of farther efficacy : of the Spirit, and increafe 
^ grace, both habitual and aciualy whereby wc 
become more holy, and to be more powerful ioi 
walking with God, have more frmt in obedience^ 
and fuccefs againft temptations: and ia this theyr 
hold communion with the Lord Chrift: and where- 
in and how they do it, fliall noW be declared. 

I. They contrmially eye the Lord Jefus as the 
great Jofeph, tfiat hath the difpofal of all th-e gran-»- 
aries of the kingdom of heaven, committed unto^ 
him ; as one in whom it hath pleafcd the Father tc^ 
father all things unto one head^ Eph. i* i o. thafe 
from him all things might be difpcnfed unto thera^ 
All treafures, all fulnefe, the Spirit not by meafure^ 
are in him. And this fulUiefs in this Jofq>h in re- 
ference to their condition, they eye in thefe three 
particulars.. 

I. In the preparation unto the dUpeniatibn men- 
tioned, ii> the expiating, purging,, purifying-efficacy 
©f his blood, it was a facrifice not only ©f atone- 
ment ais offered^ but alfo of purification, a$ poured 
out. This the apoftle eminently fets forth, Heb* 
ix; 1 3^ 14,. For ifM.e: bhod of bulls and f^ats^ and 
the apes of an heifer ^ ffr inkling, the unckanfanSli^ 
fieth t^ the furifytng' of the fiefb^ bo^- muth more 
Jhall the, blood ofCbri{l\ who through tha- Vernal 
Spirit offered himfelf wifhmt'fpot unto Godi purge 
your confden,ces from dead works ^ that. you mayferve 
the lifting, Gcdi- This blood of his. is- that whicl> 

ifwer^.- 



atifw^rs dU typixral mftnurions, for carnaipuriiica'^ 
liotl, attd'thercfore bath a fpwituaPporifying, clca»* 
fing», fatt^fyitlg' ifiiFtue in itfelf, asoflfered poure* 
0ur. ' Hence it k catted ^fountain for Jin and fit 
uncUami/Sy Z^cK xixk i * that mv f<5f their waftiing 
tod taking a^way. A fooutttrin: opened, ready pre* 
f«ircd,;vertuoHs^ efficacious in kiblf, before any bd 
pm iv^oit; becatilfefdeftdom^inftittiifedv appoint-* 
td to that purpofe. The feints fee that in them^* 
felye^ they are ftill' exceedingly defiled : (and indeed 
to have a fight of the defilttaemi of fm '^ a- more 
Spiritual difcovery, tha« t(y have only a f^nftj of 4h« 
guiJ't of fin. iThis follows every €o«ti<Sicmt and is 
QomifienAirare nntbk; tftatufnally 0nly fnch.^$i^re^ 
t&l the^^ purity diid tidmefi of Qod; aad m nIN hif 
wayi.^ Hereupon th^y trji with ftisme wkhin tfees&i 
iA^t%U'n€tban^Uiitti€im. Ucfckan in theiirffators^ 
tmeFean in their petfons, nnclean in their tonver^ 
fetiMd. All ttXki in the btood of their defifotnemst 
their hea^t^ befdg hf fiatufb a t^ry fink» and thett 
fires a dutigihill.^ Tmy ^now a)f(% that mumUan 
thing jf^Uefitenntot^ehihgetom ofGdd,^ have place 
in thcnewjemfetem - that God isof purer eyes than 
to behdld iniquky. They cannot endure to look on 
themfelvesi and how ftiall they dare to appear in his 
prefence? what remedy fliall they now nfe? Though 
^eywafl^ fhmjehes with rtitre^ and take them much 
J^jyettheh^htiqtd^ytvrll continue inafiedyjer, ii. 2 2. 
Wherewith then (haH they come before the Lord ? 
For the removal of this, I fay, they look in the firft 
place to the purifying vertue of the blood of Chrift, 
which is abfetocfeanfe them from all theirfms,! Job. i. 
.J. Bcmg the fpring from whence floweth all the 
purifying venue, which in the iflue will takeawaj 
all their fpots and ftains ; maie them holy and with- 
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out blemjb^ and in the eod prefent them ghrvm m* 
to him/elf, Eph. v. z6, 27. This they dvdl upoa 
^th thoughts of faith; they roll it in tbdr mmds 
and fpirits. Here faith obtains new life, pe^ vigor, 
when a fcnfe of vilenefs hath even overwhekncSit. 
Here is a fountain opened ; .draw nigh and fee its 
beauty, purity, efEcacy. Here is a foundaticmlaid 
ef that work, whofe accomplilhroent;,: we long for. 
One moments communion with Chj ift; by faith 
herein, is more effeftual to the jinrging of the foul, 
to the increafing of grace, than the utmoft fdf-en^ 
deavours of a tboufapd ages. : 

2. They «yc the Hood of Chrift, as the blood 
of fprinkling. Comiiig to Jefus the Mediator of the 
new covenant, they come to the bkxxi of fprinkliDg, 
Hcb. xii. 24. The eyeing of the bkxxi of Qhrift as 
filed, will not of itfelf lake away pollution, Thcte 
knot only zjheding ofhlood^ without which ^ thin 
is no remijion^ch. ix. 2 2 . but there isalfoa^Wwi^ 
of bloody without which the^e is no ai^ual purifica* 
lion. Thi? the apoftle hrgely difcrlbes, Heb. ix; 
WhenMo/iSy faith he^ hadfp&ken every pfetept to the 
people according to the law, he took the blood of calves 
and of goats ^ with water ^ and fear let wool^ aHdlyfJ' 
fop^ and fprinkled both the book and all tl^ peopk 
faytng^This ist/je blood of the teftament which God 
hath enjoined unto you : moreover^ he fprinkled mtt} 
bloody both the tabernacle j and all the ^effels of the 
minifiry; andalmoft all things ^reby the lawpurg' 
ed with blood : it was therefore necejfcsry that tht 
patterns of the things in the heavens^ Jhould be fu- 
nded with thefe^ but the heavenly things themfelves^ 
with better facrifaces than thefe^ v. 19, ao, 21, 22, 
2 3. He had formerly compared the blood of Chrift, 
-^ to tfa^ blood of facrifices as offered in refpefl of the 
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inoipetration and the purchafe it made; now he doth 
it unto that blood as fprinkled, in refpe^iof its ap- 
plication unto purification and hob'nefs. And he 
tells us how this fprinkling was performed, it was^ 
by dipping hy flc^ in the blood of the facrifice> . and 
ib daSiing it out upon the things and perfons to be 
purified. As the inftitution alfo was with the paf* 
chal lamb, Exod* xii.. 12. hence David in a fenfe 
of the pollutioji of fm prays, that he may be purg- 
ed with hyffop, Pfal. li. 7". for fhat this peculiarly 
refpefted the undeannefs and defilement of fin, is 
^videfit, becaufc there is no mention made in the in- 
ftitution of any fecrifice, (after that.of the lamb 
before mentioned^) of fprinkling blood with hyffop, 
but only in th6fe which Tcfpe<fted purification of. 
unclcannefs. As in the cafe of leprofy. Lev* xiv. (J. 
and all other defilements. Numb. xix. 18. which 
latter indeed, is not of blood but of the water of 
feparatiOD, »fhis alfo being eminently typical of the 
blood of Chtift, \vhich is the fountain for feparati* 
on for uncUaiinefs^ Zech. xiii/i. now this branch 
' of hyfibp wherein the bteod of purification was pre- 
pared for the fprinkling of the unclean, is unto us, 
the free pf omifes of Chrift. The cleanfing vertue 
of the blood of Chrifl: lycs'ih the promifes, as the 
' blood of facrificts in the hyiTop, ready to pafs out 
unto them chat draw nigh .thereunta . Therefore 
the apoftle argueth from receiving of the promifes 
unto univerfat hK>lmefs and purity. Having there'* 
fore tbeji promifes (dearly beloved) let us cleanfe our* 
fehesjrm^all^ttMrteJi tf/lijh^andfpiritj ferfo^ing 
holinifsinthefoarofthehfrdy 2 Cor. vii. i. this 
then the faints do; they eye the blood of Chrift as 
it is in the promife, ready to iffue out upon the foul 
for tiie purification thereof: and thence is purging 
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andcIeadfD:g venue to hecornmimictttdi unito diem, 
and by the blood of .Gttrift arc tbey/Ho ht\ puiigeiJ 
firocQ all their iaaaj Jahml.?. thw hx\:f^ it jwere# 
this purifying blood thus prepared and Biade ready 
is at Ibmc diftance Jo the foul Thoiigli it be flied 
to this purpofe, that it migl)t purge, cleanfe, and 
ianftify, chough it be taken iipwieh tke hymc\\ of 
hyifopiin the promfcs,yetibefaaJ:.«^y not partake 
of it.; Where&M-c, ^ - , . 

3. They loalc upon hitn, as in his own Spirit he 
is the oulyDifpenfcr of the Sfiirivand of all grace 
t)f fanftificaticaa and holinefs. Tbey 'Conficjer that 
upon hisjimcrceffioB it .is granted to.bim^ that he 
fliall make effe&oal^I the fruits of feis purchefe to 

-the fanftification, the purify tug aad tucking glori- 
ous in holinefs of his Avhoic jl^eoplei^ They kiKrvr 
that this is aftually ta be accompJiOied by=4he Spi* 
rit, accordmg to the innumerable rpr0mjfes giwn - 
to that purpde. He is to fprinkle diae bjood.upoa 
their foiils, heisto create the hoJinefe ill jthenl that 
they long after, he- is to- be hiaiCelf it> thi^i.eweH 
"of water .fprmging up to evtrlafting life* In this^ 
ftatc they look to Jefus!; bere faith -fixes itfcif in ex- 
peflation of bis.gr^^ing out. the Spirit j for all tbefe 
ends andp^rpofesi^inixlB^^the pronifes with faith, 
and fo becoming aftual' partaker of all this grace. 
This is diieir Ayay*. jthis AeJr^onwmTPiOiJiwrrii Chrift ; 
this the iifc'of fattth m to grace ;and bolinefs. Blef- - 

' fedis\tbe.fou1 that'isicfc^rctf^ tht^\n\vhjhailie 
as^ a tree fiant&i hy. the ymteu^ t bat ffiimdetb firth 
her^rooni)y\the river^^^^nd\pi^U <fi^ l^eat 

carifidin ibe'.^tir'^fikmglyt\ rikith^ fi^pAUeafi fro^ 
yiefdingfrmt., Jen m\u 4.8; 'CoflvihO^d perfo«s whq 
fcaow.not Glu'ift^'^Drithelfellp^^fl^ippf liis fuffeiings, 

* would 
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^^ould fpoii m faoUaefs out of tl^eir owr bpi^^rdsc 
chcy woui.4 work itomintiieir own (Irei^gth, TJ^ 
fcegm k with trylpg.ende^vpijrs, aad follow it wuIjl 
^ows» duties^ refolutipfls, engagements, f^ea^nga^ 
it all the day kmg. Ti'ius they continue ftwr alfea?- 
ifpn^ their hypocrify for the moft part cmiipgfi^'aj- 
j)ofl;acy, Xhe foints of God, dp in th^e very eof 
trance of their walking -with him, reckon upon it^ 
]that they have a threefold want. • ' . f - 

1. Of the Spirit of holinefs, to dwell in thett?; 

2. Of an habit of holinefs, to be infufed into 
them. 

3. Of aftual affiftaRpe, to work all their works 
for them; and that if thcfe fhould continue to be 
wanting, they cai^ never with a]l their mighty po^y^% 
idad epdeavouf s, perform a^y qn^ aft of holinefs be- 
fiwje the Lord. ITiey knovi^thajt of themielves 
.they have no (ufficiency; that without Clorm, they 
can do nothing, therefore they look to him \yJ\o is 
intrufted with a fulnefs pf all thefe in their behalf, 
and thereupon by faith derive from him an increase 
of that, whereof they ftand in need. Thus 1 fay, 
have the fdnts communion with Chrift, as fo their 
fe^ftification and halipefs. From him do they re- 
ceive the Spirit todwell in tjleip ; from him the new 
principle of life, which is the root of all their obe- 
dience, fiT)m him have they a£hial afllftance for eve- 
ry duty they are qil\cd unto. In w;aiting for, ex- 
pefiation and recejvbg of thefe hleffings on the^c- 

' com?t3 b^efore m^ntipned, do they fpend their lives 
and time with biin. In vain is help looked for from 
other mountains^. In vain do men fpend their flrength 
in following after righteoufnefs, if this be wanting. 
Fix thy foul here! thou ihak not tarry until thoii 
be afhamed. This is the way, the only way, to ob- 

E e ' ' tarn 
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tain full efFeftual manifeftatietis of the Spirit- s dwel- 
ling in us; -to have our hearts purified, our confci- 
ciices purged, bur fms mortified, our graces increaf- 
cdji"6^ir fouls made humble, holy, zealous, believ- 
l^j'Rke-to him; 10 have bur lives fruitful, our^ 
•cfeft¥s'(XMfa ; let us herein abide, eyeing Chrift 

IPfiii Hi, to- attain that meafare of conforn^ity to 
iNiA, iwhich is alotted unto us in this world, that 
%vhen we Ihall fee him as he is. Ate may be Jike un- 
to- him/ ' 



^^;r.v , c H A p. X. 
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^J^ communion ivith Chriji in privileges. Of ado}-' 
-^ flon-y^he nature of it: the conjequents of it: pe- 
'i'ici^^ attending it. Libertyy title j 

'' ^ hoi'd)Ufsl afflihion: communion with Chrift here- 

THE third thing wherein we have eonlraunion 
with Chrift is grace of privilege before God: 
I mean as the third head of purchafed grace. The 
-privileges we enjoy by Chrift, are great and in-, 
numerable. To infift on them in particular, were 
work for a man's whole life, not a defign to b^ wrap-- 
pcd up in u few ftieets. ' 1 fliall take a view of them 
only in the head, the fpring and fountain whence 
rhey will arife and flov^. This is our adoptionyhc- 
loved, now ive are the fons ofGody I John iii. 2. 
this is our great and fountain privilege. Whence 
is it that we are fo? It is from the love of the Fa- 
ther, ver. i.Beholdy what love the Father hath gi- 
"jen \mto us, that we Jhould he called the fons of God. 
But by whom immediately do we receive this ho- 
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Hour? As many as believe on Qhrift^ he gjve^, thfinu 

this power to become thefons ofGod^ Johii '\ I %* him-j 

felf was, appointed to be the firft-born amcmg m^^ 

brethren, Rom. viii. 29. and his taking us to. W 

brethren, JJeb. ii. 1 1, makes us become, the, chil-^ 

dren of God* Now that God is our Father, j.by 

being the Father of Chfift, and we his childr^n> 

by being' the brethren of Chrift, being >the ^fi:eaci 

and fura of .all the hojiour,^riviIege, right, and ti- 

^ tie we have^ ;let us a little confider the nature of 

. that aft, whereby we are invefted >\:ith this ftate and 

litje; namely our adoption^; 

. Now adaption n the autharative tranflation of a 

believer byJefusChriTl from the femily of the world 

and Satan, into the f^unily of God, with his inyef- 

tirure in all the privileges, aiid advantages of that 

family. 

To the corapleat adoption of any perfon, thefs 
five things are required. , . 

I. That he be aftually, and of his own righr^ 
. of another family, than that whcreunro he is adop- 
, ted. He mull be the fon of one family or other in 
his own right, as all perfons arer 

2.. That there be a family unto which of himfelf 

he hath no right, whereinto he is to be grafted. 

.If a man comes into a family upon a perfonal right, 

though originally at never fo great a diftance, thai: 

man is not adoptedr If a man of a moft remote 

cojifanguinity, do ccwe into the inheritance of any 

family by the death of thejiearer heirs, though his 

^ right before \yere little better than nothing, yet he: 

is a bom fqn of that family, he is not adopted^ 

He is not to have the plea of the mod remote pof^ 

. fibility of fucceffiQn. 

3. That there be an authorative legal tranflation 
' E e z of 
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rfhte^ by forae that have po^eif thereUftto, frottt 
one fanoily it>to aikHher. It ^^ not by the law of 
dlili in the power of particular perfmis, to adopt 
when, add whom they would It Was to be done 
by the authority of the^vercign t>oWcr* 
V 4% ^^hat the adopted perfoft be freed froni aH the 
obligations that be upon him uiito' the i^mxXj] itcfdit 
iv'hetice he iS tranflated : otherWife he can be no way 
Tifeful, 6t fet^viceable unta the family^ whereinto 
he is engtafted : he c^iiol fe^te two-'maftejfs, ifiuch 
leis two fathers. 

5. That by vertuecrf hU adoption, he be invert- 
ed in all the rights, privileges, advantages*, a6d tide 
to the whole itiheritance of the fatnily into Which 
he is adopted, in as fuU afid an^ple maimct, ^if ht 
had been born a fonthereifla 

Now all thefe things and circumftanees do cott- 
cur, and are fpuftd in the adoption of believers* 

I, They are by their owr original rigbl of ano- 
ther family, them that whereinto they are adopted. 
They are by nature the children of wrath, Eph. 
ii. 3, fofiS of Wfath? of that family whofe inheri- * 
tance is wrath j called the power of darknefe, Col 
i. 13. for from thence doth God trmftaU them into^ 
the kingdohi df his dear Son. This is the family 
of the world and of Satan, of which by ntrure be- 
lievers are. Whatever is to be inherited in that fa- 
mily; as wrath, curfc, death, bett» they have a 
right thereunto. Neither can they of chemfclve^, 
or by themfelves get free of thfe fsttnrly: a ftrong 
man armed, keeps them in fubje£iioti. Thek satu- 
ral eftate is a family condition, attended with all dr- 
cumftances of a family; family duties atid fervices; 
rights and titles; relations, and obfervances* They 
are of the bla^k family of fin, and Sat^. 

z. There 
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2. There is another family whereinto they are 
to be tranflated, and whereunto o£ themfelves, they- 
have neither right nor tkle^ This.is tha? family ia 
heaven and earth, which is called after the name o£ 
Chrift, Eph. iii. 15. the great family of God: God^ 
hath an houfe, andfaniily foe his children, of whom^ 
fome he maintains on the riches of his grace, and 
fome he entertains with thre fulnefj of his gjory*. 
This is that houfe whereof the Lord Chrift is the* 
great Difpenfer ; it having -pleafed the Father toga^ 
ther in one ail things in him^ both which are in hea-- 
veny and whish are in earthy even in him^ Eph. i.. 
lo, herein live alt the ibns^and daughters of God^ 
fpending largely on the riches, of hjs grace. Unto* 
this family of themfelves they have no right, nor 
i%x{^ : they are whplly alienated from it, Eph. ii. 1 2^ 
and can lay no claim to any thing in ft. God driv-- 
ing fallen Adam our of the garden, and fliuttirig np" 
all ways.of return witha flaming fword ready to cut: 
hiin off, if he fliould attempt it; abundantly declarea^ 
ttiathe, and all in him, hadloftall rightoPapproacb- 
mg unto Godi m any family, rclarion. Corrupted,, 
eurfed nature is not veiled with the leall right to » 
any thing of God. Therefore^ 
3 They have an authorative tranfiation ffom oi>e 
of thefe families to another.. It is not done in ai 
private underiiaJid-way, But in the way of authori- 
ty, John i* 12-. to as many as received him,, he gave: 
power to become the fons of God ; power OFrautho- 
rity. ^ This I h veiling them with the power^. excel-- 
lency, and right of the fons.of God, is a forenficrl^ 
. aft, and hath alegalpFoce^dmg. in ifi:. It is^'allcd- 
the maiingusmee^J^rtJje inherikince^ of- th& faint s- 
in lights Cof. i. 1 2;, a Judicial-exalting us into mem- 
bei'ihip in that, family,, where God is. th:^ Fa.the.r,. 
, ' E e 5; Uii''*- 
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Chrift the elder Brother, ail faints and. angels bre- 
thren and fellow children, and the inheritance a 
€rown hnmortal and incorruptible, that fades not 
away. * 

Now this authoritatite tranflatton of believers 
from one family into another, confifteth of thcfe 
two parts. 

I. An effe£hial proclamation and decoration of 
fuch a perfoti's immanity from all obligations fo the 
former family, to which by natnre he was related, 
and ihis dcclaratiwi h^^th a threefold ^ofcjeft. 

I. Angels. It is declared unto them, they fire 
ihe fons of God. They are the fons of God, and 
fo of the family wherennto the adopted perfon is to 
be admitted, and therefore it concerns them to know, 
who are inverted whh the rights of that family, that 
they m^y difcharge their dnty tawards them; unto 
them then it is declared, that believers are freed 
from the family of fin, and hell, to become fellow 
f(Mis, and iervimts with them : and this is doae two 
•ways. 

I. Generally by the dofirine of the gol^pel, Eph. 
iii. lo. IJnfo the principaKtieSy and fWHrs in 
heavenly places is made kmwn by the churchy the 
manifold wifdom of Ged. 

I. By the church is this wifdom made known ta 
the angels: either as the do61rine of thego^l & 
delivered nnto it, or as it is gathered thereby* And 
what is this wifdom of God, that is thns made known 
to principalities and powers? It is that the Gentiles 
fliould be fellow-heirs, and of the fame body with 
us, ven 6. The myftery of adopting finners of the 
Gentiles, taking them frcHB their flavery in the fr- 
mily of the world, that they might have a right of 
hcirfliip, becoming fops in the family of God, fe 

this 
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thid wifdom tb«s made known. And hoi^^ras it 
priitiitiTely made known ? It yf^ revealed by ibe 
Spirii unta the prophets and apoftlesj-ttv. 5. 

2. Ill pariieular by itmnediete revel^rtion* Whea 
any pairtkular foul is freed from the family of thift 
workl, it is revealed to the angels. There isjcy 
in the prifence of the angeU efGcd (ihu is among 
the angeisi and by them) ever onejiwter that tepent* 
eth, Luke xv. i o. Now the angeb cannoc of tbem« 
lelves abfoltitety know the tnae repentance of a 
firmer in kfelf* It is a work wrought in that cabi^ 
net, which none hath a key unto but Jelus Chrift ;• 
by him it is revealed to the aigels, when the peon* 
liarcare, and charge of fuch an one is comnHtted to 
them. Thefe things have their tranfaflions bcfiwre 
the angefe, Luke xti. 8, 9. Chrift owns lire names of 
fcis brethren before the angels. Rev. ii. 5^ when he 
gives them admktanee into the family where they 
are, Heb. xii, ^2* he declares to them that they are 
fcns, that they may dtfchargc their duty towards 
them, Hebi u 14. 

3. It is denounced in a judicial way nntoSatan^ 
the great mafter of the family whercunto they were 
in fubjeftion. When the Lord Chrift delivers a 
foul fnnn under the power of that ftrong araied one, 
he binds him, tyes htm from the exercife of that 
power and dominion which before he had over him. 
And by this means doth he know that fuch an one 
IS deHvered from hn family; and all his future at- 
tempts upon him, are encroachings upon the pof« 
leffions, and inheritance of the Lord Chrift. 

4. Unto the confcicnce of the perfon adopted. 
The Spirit of Chrift teftifies to the hearf and con- 
fcience erf' a believer,, that he is freed from ait en- 
gagements unto the family of Satan, and b become 
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the fon of God, Rom. viil. 14, 15. and enables hinr 
to cry Abba Father^ GaL iv. 6. Of the particulars- 
of this tedification of ihe Spirit, and of its abfolv- 
ing the foul from its dd alliance, I ihall fpeak after* 
ward- And herein eonfifts the firft thing mentioned- 

?. There* is an authorative engrafting, of a: beli- 
ver aftually intc^ the family of God, and invefting 
him with the whole right ,of fonfliip. Now this,, 
as unto us, hath fundry aAs*. 

I. The giving a- beliiver a new name in a^ 
v>hite fioney Rev. i. 17. they that are adopted 
are to take new. names; they chinge their names- 
they had in their old famijiesj to take the names of 
the families whereunto they are tranflated. This- 
. new name is, A child of God r that is ;he new name 
given in adoptioa : and no man knoweth what is m 
that name, but only he that doth receive it. And 
this new name is given, and written in a white ftonef 
that is the teflfera of our admiifion into the houfe 
©f God. It is a ftone of judicial acquitment. Our 
adoption by the Spirit is bottonied on our abfoluti*- 
on in the blood' of Jefus ^ and therefore is the new 
name, in the white ftone privilege,, grounded on 
difcharge.- The white ftone quits the claim of the^ 
old family; the new name giv^s entrance to the* 
other. 

2.. An enrolling of his name in the catalogue of 
the houfliold of God. Admitting -him thereby,, 
mto fellowfhip therein. This is calling the writ- 
ing of the houfe of Ifrael, Ezck.-xiii. p., that is the 
roll, wherein all the names df .the Ifrael, the* fa- 
mily of God are written, God hath a catalogue' of 
his houfhold ; Chrift knows his ftieep by name. 
When God writeth up the people, /he counts that 

this 
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this mkn W^ bom kfk SfcM*, Pfel. Ixxktii. 6. This b 
faivk €xtrad of the JLambVhopk of life. 

3/^, Teftifying to Ms confcienee, his tcceptatt* 
oti "ifirkh God, ei\abUDg hkn to behave himfelf as a 
chiI4 Rom. Till 15. Gah k. 5, <J. ^^^3j-x O 

The t^o laft things required to sidoj)tion are^ 
that the adopted ptxi&a be freed frcmi all obligate 
ons to the family from whence he is tnmflated, ^xA 
In vefted with the rights and priv3eges of that where- 
tihto he is trafeflated. Ht^ becaufe thefe two comi* 
prife the whole iffue of adopticA, whereitt the feints 
have comiiiutiioii with thrift. I (hall hand Je them 
together, refertmg the cdticef nmeffts of ihem unta 
thefe f€«ir heslds. 

I. V^^ttj^ 4. Title^ cfr right, 5. Bokkcfi, 4- 
Corfedkm. Thefe are the fo\if things iii ttitstttt 
tb the fo^ify of the adopted perfonf, that he doth 
receive by his adoption, wherein he holds cimimu!* 
iiioti with the Lt)rd Jefiis. 

r: Liberty. The Spirit of the Lord, that tras 

upon the Lord Jefns did smoint him to proclaim Ir* 

bcrty to the captive, Ifa. Ixvrl. i. and where the 

Spirft of God IS, (that h the Spirit of Chrtft^iveh 

10 uS by htm becanfe We are fons) there is liferty^ 

1 Cor. ill. 1 7. all fpiritual liberty is from the Spirit 

6ff adoption. Whateter elfe is pretended is Keen- 

lioufnefs. So the apoftle argues, Gal iy. 6, 7. 

ffc hath fint forth his f^irit tntt> their hearts crying 

Abba father^ wherefore ye are no more fermnts^ no 

uaore ito bondage, but have the liberty of fe«is; and 

this liberty refpeflS in the firft place, the family from 

whence the adapted perfon is tranQated^ it is his 

fetting free from all the obligations of that fimily^ 

' Now tn this fenfe, the liberty which the feints 

have \fy adoption, is either from 4at which is real^ 
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or that which is pretended ; that which is real rc- 
fpefts a twofold ifluc of law, and fin. The moral 
unchangeable law of God, and fin, being in con- 
junftion, meeting with reference to any perfons, 
hath, and hath had a twofold iffue. 

1. An oeconomical inftitution of a new law o{ 
ordinances, keeping in bondage thofe to whom it 
was given. Col. ii. 14. 

2. A natural (if I may fo call it) preiEng off thofe 
per fons with its power and efficacy againft fin, where- 
of there are thefe parts. ' 

1. Its rigor, aijd terror in commanding. 

.2. Its impoffibility for accomplilhmenr,^ and fo 
infufficiency for its primitively appointed end. 

J. The ilTues of its tranfgreffion, which are re- 
ferred unto two heads, i. Gurfe, ,2. Death. I 
fliall fpeak very' briefly of thefe, becaufe they art 
commonly handled, and granted by all. 

2. That which is pretended, is the power of 
any whatever over the confcience, when once made 
free by Chrift. 

Firp then. Believers are freed from the inftiai'^ 
ted law of ordinances, which upon the teftimony of 
theapoftles, wfas a yoke which neither we nor our 
fathers (in the faith) could bear, Afts xv, lo* 
Wherefore Chrift blotted out this hand-writing of 
ordinances that was -againft them, which was con* 
trary to them, and took it out of the way, miliog 
it to his crofs, Col. ii. 14. and thereupon the apo- 
ftle after a loBg difpute concerning the liberty that 
we have from that law, concludes with thisinftruc- 
tion. Gal. v. i* Stand fafl in th^ liberty wh^re'wii^^ ' 
Qbrijl hath made us free. 

2. In reference to the mocal law, the firft thing ' 
we have liberty from,, is its. rigor, and terror in 

com* 

DigitizecTby CjOOQ IC 



Oh. XJ Communton With the Son ^efusChrlft. 347 

commandpig, Heb. xii. 18, ,19, 20, 21, 22. fFi? 
cire not come to the, inount thqt might he touched^ 
. nnd that burne^ with jire^ to the whirUwind^ 
darknefsy and tempeji^ to the found of the trumpet y 
€indthe voice ofwords^ which they that heard befought 
that they might h^ar it no more ; but we are come to 
mount Siony &c. As to t^at adminift ration of the 
law wherein it was given out with dread, and ter- 
ror, and fo exafted its obedience with rigor, we 
jare .freed from it, we are not called to that e- 
ilate. 

2. Its impoflibility of accomplifliment, and fo ^ 
ittfufficiency for its primitive end by reafon of fm. 
:Or we are freed from the law as the inftrument of 
righteoufnefs, fince by the impoflibility of its ful- 
. billing as to us, it is become infufEcient for any 
fuch purpofe, Rom. viii. 2, 3. Gal. iii, 21, 22, 23, 
There^ being an impoflibility of pbtarning life by 
the law, we are exempted from it as to any fuch 
end, aiid that by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, Rom. 
viii. 3. 
■■3. From the iflue of its tranfgfefllon. 

1. Curfe. There is a folemn curfe enwrapping 
the whole wrath of God, annexed to the law, with 
rieference to the tranfgreflion thereof: and from 
this are we wholly at liberty. Gal. iii. 13. By being 
tnade a curfe^ he hath delivered us from the curfe. 

2. Death. Heb. ii. 14, 15. and therewith from 
Satan, Heb. ii. 1 5. Col. i. 1 3. and fm, Rom. vi. 14. 

: I ?et. i. 18. with the world, Gal. i. 14. with all 
attendancies, advantages, and claim of them all. 
Gal. iv. 3, 4, 5. Col. ii. 20. without which we 
could not live one day. 

That whicli is pretended, and claimed by fpme, 
uvherein indeed and in truth we were never in fcon- 
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4^ge, but are herel^jr ^|Tiii?ently fct free, is the 
pow^ pf jMuding cpnfcieqce by any laws ^nd con- 
^WioM, pot frpm God, CoL ii. 20, ? i, 22. 

2. Therie is ^ liberty ia the family qf Go4, as 
well as a U^erty from the family of Satan; ftms are 
freie, their pb^di^nce is a free obcdieiice; they kzn 
the Spirit of the J^ord, an.d where he is, there 
is liberty, aCpr. iii. 18. as ^ fpint of adoptji- 
pn be is oppofed to the fpirit of bondage, Rom, 
yiii. 15. Now this liberty oiF our Father's fajmiiy, 
which we have as fons and children, being adopted 
by Chrijl throi?gh the Spirit, is a fpiritqal large- 
a^s of heart, wherejby tb^ chiyren of Gpd do 
fredy, willingly, genyinly, without fear, terrpr, 
bondage, and cpsftraii^t go forth unto all h<^y pbe- 
dience inChrift.. 

I fay tWs v% Qur liberty in our Father's familyj 
wihat we blive liberty from, h^ith )been already de- 
clared- 
There be iGibepnires outwardly attejndisg the. 
family of God, that do the fervice of his houfe, as 
the drudgery of their lives; the principle they 
yield obedienqe upon, is .a fpirit of bondage unto 
fear, Rpm. viih 15. thi^ rule tbey do it by, jjs the 
jaw in it$ dread and rigor, exacting it of them to the 
Uitmoft, wichgut jpercy and mitigation ; the end they 
.do it for, h to fly frpm th?' wiraith to come, to pa- 
cify CQnfcien(qe,findfeelc righteoufjiefs,as jt were, by 
the works of the law* Thus fervily, ppio^f^illy, 
fruidefly, ^K^y :kok tp ferve .^heir pwn cqaiyi^cai 
all their. d$ys. 

The fal&ts, by ,a4QptiQn h^vc a largenefs of h^^art 
in all holy obedience; faith Dayid, / ^Ulwfflka^. 
libertyy fir f fi^ thy precepfs, Pfel. cxix. 4, 5. Ifa. 
Ixi. !• Lukeiv. i8. fepm. >iii, 2, ,2;, j5aL xlii. 5- 

i. 13' 
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i.. 13. James i. 25. John viii. 32, 33, 3^ Rom. vi. 
iS. 1 Pet. ii. \6. Now this amplitude, or fon-likc 
freedom of the fpirit in obedience, conilils in fun^ 
dry things. 

f. In the principles of all fpiritual fer vice, which 
arc life, and love; the one refpefting the matter of 
«heir obedience, giving them power, the other re- 
fpefting the manner of their obedience giving them 
joy, and fweetnefs in it. It is from life, that gives 
them power as to the matter of obedience, Rom* 
viii. 3. The law of the Spirit df life in Chrijl^efus^ 
Jets ^them free frem the taw of fin ^nd death: it 
iirees them, it xrarries^ them out to all obedience 
freely. So that they walk after the Spirit, ver. i. 
that being the principle of their workings, Gal. ir. 
20. Chrtfl lives in me^ and the life which I now 
live in the flefh^ is by the faith of the Son of God ; 
the life which 1 now live in the flefli, that is, the 
obedience which I yield unto Gc)d, whilft I 
^m in the flefli, it is from a|)rinciple of life, Chrift 
living in me: there is then power for all living un- 
to God, from Chrift in them, the Spirit of life, 
from Chrift carrying them out thereto. The fruits 
of a dead root, are but dead excrefcencies j living 
afts are from a principle of life. 

Hence you may fee the difference between the 
liberty that flaves aflume, and the liberty which is 
due to children. 

I. Slaves take liberty from duty, children have 
libeny in duty; there is not a greater miftake in the 
world, than that the liberty of fons in the houfe of 
God, confifts in this, they can perform duties, or 
take the freedom to omit them; they can ferve in 
' the family of God; that is, they think tJiey may 

Ff • i' 
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if they will, and they can choofe whether they will 
or no. This is a liberty ftoln by flaves, not a li-r 
berty given by the Spirit unto fons. 

The liberty of fons is in the inward fpiritual 
freedom of their hearts naturally and kindly going 
out in all the ways and worftxip of God. ^hen they 
find themfelyes ftraitened, and (hut up in them, 
they wreftle with God for enlargement, and are 
never contented with the doing of a duty, unlefs 
it be done as in Chrift, with free genuine and en- 
larged hearts. The liberty that fervants have is 
from duty, the liberty given to fons is in duty. 

2. The liberty of flaves or fervants is from mi- 
ftaken deceiving conclufions; the liberty of fons is 
from the power of the indwelling Spirit of grace ;^ 
or ihe liberty of fervants is frora.outward dead con* 
clufions, the liberty of (bns from an inward living 
principle, 

2. Love, as to the manner of their obedience 
gives them delight and joy, John xiv. 1 5. If ye love 
me (fays Chrift) keep my commandments : love i§ the 
bottom of ail iheir duties; hence our Saviour rc- 
fdves all obedience into the love of God, and our 
neig^hbour; and Paul^pon the fame ground tells us, 
that love is ihe fulfilling of the law^ I Con xiii. lo- 
where love is in any duty it is compleat in Chrift. 
How often doth David even with admiration ex- 
prefs this principle of his walking with God; Oh^ 
tilth he, how love I thy commandments. This gives 
ihints delight, that the commandments of* Chrift 
are not grievous to them; Jacob's hard fervice was 
not grievous to him, becaufe of his love to Rachel; 
no duty of a faint is grievous to him, becaufe of his 
love to Chrift. They do from hence all things 
tyith delight and complacency; hence do they long ' 
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for advantages of walking with God, pant after 
more ability, and this is a great fliare of their fon- 
like freedom in obedience; it gives them joy in it, 
1 John iy. 18. there is no fear in love^ but ferfe£l 
love cafteth out fear ; when their foul is afted to 
obedience by love, it expels that fear which is the 
iffue of bondage upon the Spirit. Now when there 
is a concurrence of thefe two, life, and love, there 
is freedom, liberty, largenefs of heart, exceeding- 
ly diftanced from that ftreighr and bondaged frame, 
which many walk ia all their days, that know not 
the adoption of fons. 

2. The objeft of their obedience is reprefented 
. to them as defireable, when to others as it is ter-. 
rible. In all their approaches to God, they eye 
him as a Father; they call him Father, GaL iv. 6. 
not in a form of words, but in the fpirit of fons. 
God in Chrift is continually before them, not only 
as one deferving all the honour and obedience which 
he requires, but alfo as one exceedingly to be de- 
lighted in, as being all-fufficient to fatisfy and fa- 
tiate all the defires of the foul ; when others napkia 
their talents, as having to deal with an auftere ma- 
fter, they draw out their ftrength to the uttermoft» 
as drawing nigh to a gracious Rewarder. They go 
from the principle of life and love, to the bofom of 
a living and loving Father; they do but return the 
ftrength they do receive unto the Fountain, unto 
the Ocean. 

' 3. Their motfve unto obedience is love, 2 Cor. 
▼.15. from an apprehenfion of love they are effec- 
tually carried out by love, to give up themfelves 
tinto him who is love. What a freedom is this ? 
what a largenefs of fpirit is in them who walk ac- 
F f 2 cording 
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cording to this rule P I>arknefsy fear, bonds^e^ 
conyi^tion, hopes of righteoufnefs> accompany o 
thcrs in their ways ; the fons by the Spirit of a- 
doptipn have Mgbr, love with complacency in all 
.their walkings with God ; the world is an univer- 
fal flranger unto the frame of children in their Fa- 
ther's houfe. 

4. The manner of iheir^ obedience is willing- 
nefs. They yield thcmfelves unto God, as thofe 
that are alive from the dead, Rom. yi. 1 3. they 
yield themfelves, give up themfelves willingly* 
chearfully, freely; with my whole hearty faith I>a- 
vid, Rom, xii, i. They prefeUt themfehes a living 

facrifice ; and a wilting facrifice. 

5. The rule of their walking with God is the 
law of liberty, as diverted of ^all its terrifying, 
threatning, killing, condemning, curfing power, 
and reqdred in the blood of Jefus, fwecft, tender, 
ufeful, dire£iing, helpful as a rule of walking in tbc 
life they have received, not the way of working 
for the life they have not. I might give more in* 
ilances, thefe may fuffice to manifeft that liberty rf 

. obedience in the family of God, which his fons and 

. daughters have, that the poor convinced Gibeonites 
^^ are not acquainted withal. 

(yj 2 . The fecond thing which the children of God 
have by adoption, is title. They have title and 

. right to all the privileges and advantages of the fa- 
mily whereunto they are tranflated; this is the pre- 
heminence of the true fons of any family. /Tbc 
ground on which Sarah pleaded the ejeftion of Ifli- 
mael, was, that he was the fon of the bond woman, 

. Gen. xxi. 10. and fo no genuine child of the fami- 
ly, and therefore could have no right of hcirftiip with 
Ifaac. The apofUe's arguing is, we are m more 
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ytr^ants butfons^ and if fins then hfirs, Rom. viii. 
x^, 16. then haye we right and title, and being 
»ot born hereunto (for by nature we are the chil- 
ciren of wrath^ we havr; this right by our adoption. 

Now the iainb hereby hare a double right and ' 
citle, K Proper and direft in rcfpcd of fpirituals, 
a • Confeqneniial in refpeft of temporal 

The firft alfo, or the title as adopted fons unto 
fpirituals is in refpeft of the objcft of it, twofold ; 

1. Unto a prefcnt place, name, and room in the 
Iioufe of God, and all the privileges and admint* 
Urations thereof, 

2. To a future fulnefi of the great inheritance 
of glory, of a kingdom purchafed for that whole 
family, whereof they are by Jefus<3hrrft. 

I. They have a title unto and an intereft in the 
whole adminiftration of the famity of God here. 

Thefupream adminiftration of the houfeof God 

in the hand of the Lord Chrift, as to the inftitott- 

- on of ordinances and difpenfation of the Spirit, to^ 

enliven and make effeftual thofe ordinances for the 

end of their inftitution, is the prime notion of this 

adminiftration. And hereof they are the prime ob- 

jefts: all this Js for them; and excrcifcd toward 

them^ God hath given Jtfus Chrift to be the hetstd 

over all things unto the church which is his body^ 

Eph, i. 22, 2 J. he hath made him the Head over 

all thefe ^irituat things, committed the anthorrtative 

adminiftration of them all nnto him to the nfe and be- 

' hoof of the church, that is the femiFy of God,. Ir 

is for the benefit and advantage of tfie many fonsi 

whom he wiH- bring umo glory,, that he doifi s'lli 

thefe things,, Heb. ii; 1 7. fee Eph. fv. 8; ^y pa, 1 1 „ 

1 2. the aim of the Lord Jeftis m cftablifhing gof- 

fcl adminiftrations,. and adminiftraccrs, is iev iha 
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pcrfefling of the faints, the work of the mioiftiy^ I 
&c. All is for them, all i$ for the family; in that I 
is the faithfulnefs of Chrift exercifed, he is faithful 
ill' all the houfe of God, Heb, iii. 2. hence thea- 
^- poftle tells the Gorinthians, ]S(4i««i- 22, 23, of aft | 
thefe gofpel adrainiftrations, and ordinances they arc 
all theirs, and all for them. What benefit foever 
redoundcth to the world by the things of the gof- 
pel (as much doth every way;) it is engaged for it 
1:0 the children of this family : this then is the aim 
and intendment of the Lord Chrift in the inftkution 
of all gofpel ordinances and admimftrations, that 
they may be of ufc for the houfe and family of God* 
and all his children and fervants thereiii. 

It is true the word is preached to all theworl^ 
xo gather in the children of God's purpofe, that 
are fcattered up and down in tlie world, and to leave 
jthe reft iacxcufablc: but the prim« end Mid aim of 
iiie Lord Chrift thereby, is to gather in tbofe heirs 
of falvatioa unto the enjoyment of that feaft of 
fat things which he hath prepared for rficm in h^ i 
houfe. ^ 

Again they, > and they only have right, and title 
to gofpel adminiftratioas, and the privileges of the 
family of God, as they are held out in his church 
^according to his mind. The church Is the houfe 1 
of God, I Tim. iii: \ 5. Heb. fii, 6. herein he keep* 
and maintains his whole famrJy, ordering them^K^ 
cording to his mind and wi^r now wha feall have 
any right in the houfe of God, bat only his chil- 
dren? we will not allow a right to any,, but our 
own children in our houfeis, will God thini yoa, 
allow any right in his houfe, but to his children? 
Is it meet to take childrens bread and to cafl it urd^ 
dogs ? We ftiall fee that none, but children have a- 
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ny right or title to the privii^es aad advantages oS 
jhe houfc of Go4 if we confiden. 

I. The rotureof thathoufe^ it ismadeupof fuch 
jperibffSras it tainipoflible that any but adopted chilr 
dren fliould have eight unto a place in it; it is coin* 
pofed of livmg ftones, 1 Pet, ii. 2 5. a cht^fm genera* 
tton^ a royal people i an holy tuition^ a peculiar peo-^ 
'plcy ver. i). faints and faiwfulin Chrijl Jefus ^ Eph^ 
I. I. faints t and faithful bretbren^jOA. i. 2. apeo- 
pie that are all right eouSy Ifa. Ix. jfi, and the whole 
fabrici of it glorious ^ Ifa. liv, li, 12, 12, 14. The 
way of the fioufe is a way of holinef^ which the 
unclean (hall not pafs through, chap. xxxv. 8. yes 
cxprefly they are the fons, and daughters of the 
Lord God almighty, and they only, 2 Con vi, 17,. 
1 8. alJ others are excluded. Rev. xii. 2 7. It is true 
that oftentimes at unawares other perfons creep m 
into the great houfe of God; and fi> there becomes 
in it not only vcffels of gold and filver, but alfo of 
wood and clay^ &c. 2 Tim* ii. 20. But they onljr 
creep in as Jude fpeaks,, ven 4. they have no right 
aor tide to it.. < 

2* The privifeges of the houfe are fuch, as they 
will not fuit nor profit any other. To what purpofc 
is it to give food to a dead man ? will he grow ftrong 
by it I wili he increifc upon i: I' The things of the 
. family^ and houfe of God, are food for living fouls r 
BOW chHdren only are alive, all others are dead m 
, trefpafles and finsw What will outward figns avaiJ, 
if life and power be away. Look upoii whac parti- 
cular you plcafcof the faints enjoyments in the fa- 
mily qH God, you ihaH find them all fuiced unto be- 
lievers: and being beftowed on the world would k 
a pearl inr the fnout of a fwine* 
' It is thcn'only the fons of the family that hai 
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this right; they have fellowihip with one another, 
and that fellowihip with the Father and the Son 
Jefus Chrift : they fet forth the Lord's death till he 
oome : they are intrufted with all the ordinances of 
the houfe, and the adminiftration of them : and who 
fliall deny them the enjoyment of this right, or keep 
them from what Chrift hath purchafed for them: 
and the Lord will in the end give them hearts eve- 
ry where to mjke ufe of this title accordingly ; and 
not to wander « the mountains, forgetting their 
refting-place. 

2. They have a tirle to the future fulneft of the 
inheritance that is purchafed for this whole family 
by Jefus Chrift. So the apoftle argues, Rom. viii. 
17. If children then heirs ^ &c. All GocTs children 
urefirft-borny Heb. xii. 2 3. and therefore are heirs t 
hence the whole weight of glory that is prepared 
for them, is called the inherit ance^ CoLi. 12. The 
inheritance of the faints in light : if yon be Chrift's 
then are you Abraham's yj^rf, and heirs according to 
thepromifei Gal.iii, 29. heirsbf the promife^that is of 
' all things promifed unto Abraham in and with Chrift* 
There are three things that in this regard the 
children of God are faid to be heirs unto. 

I. The promife as in that place of the,. Gal. iii» 
29. and Heb. vi. i c. God fliews to the heirs of the 
i promife the immutability of his councel: as Abra^ 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob, are faid to be heirs of the 
fame promife, Hch. xi. 9. God had from the foun-, 
dation of the world, madea moft excellent promife 
in Chrift, containing a deliverance from alt evil ; and 
to engagement for the beftowing all good things 
upon them r it contains a deliverance from all the c- 
vil which the guilt of fin, and dominion of Satan had 
brought upontlK.f|», with aainvcftiiure of them in 
' ^ all 
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all fpiritual bleffings in hearcDly things in Chrifi: 
Jcftis: hence, Heb. ix. 15, the Holy Ghoft calls it 
a prmiji rfthe eternal inheritance. This in the firft 
place are the adopted children of God heirs nntow 
Look whatever is in the prorotfe which God made 
at the beginning to fallen man, and hath iitce fo 
lemnly renewed, and confirmed by his oath ; they 
ore heirs of it, and are accepted in their claim for 
their iiriieritance in the court of heaven. 

5. They are heirs of righteouifncfs, Heb. xi. 7, 
Noah was an heir of the righteoafnefs which is by 
faith : which Peter calls a being heir of the grace ef 
life^ I Pet. in. 9. and James puts both there toge- 
ther, James ii^ 6. heirs of the kingdom which God 
hath promijedi that is, of the kingdom of grat»^ 
and the rigbteoufncfs thereof, and in this refpeft 

.it is that the apoftle tells us, Eph. i. 1 1. thaiiwe have 
cbtainedan inheritance; which he alfo places with 
the rightcoufnefs of faith, Afts xxvi. 13. now by 

-this righteoufnefs. graiie, and inheritance, is not 
<Hily intended that righteoafnefs which we are here 
aftually made partakers of, but alfo the end, and ac- • 
compKlhmdntof that righteoufnefs in gldiy, whidi 
is alfo ^ured in the 

3. Place. They arc heirs ^falvation, Heb. i. 
14, and heirs according to the hope of eternal life^ 
Tit. iii. 7. which Peter calls an inheritance incor-- 

, ruptible, i Pet. i. 4. and Paul the reward of the in- 
berifance^ CoKiii. 24. that is, the iffue of the inhe- 
ritance of light, and holinefs which they already en- 
joy. Thus then diftinguilh the full felvation by 
Chrift, into the foundadon of % thepromifes and 
means df it, righteoufnefs and hoJipefs, the end of 
it eternal glory; the fons of God have a right and 
title to all in that, that they are jiiadc heirs with 
Chrift. ' . V I Ana 
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And this is that which is the main of the faints title 
and right which they have by adoption: which m 
fum is, that the Lord is their portion^ and inbert- 
tance, and they are the inheritance of the Lord; 
and a large portion it is that they have, the lines are 
fallen to them in a goodly place.- 

2. Befides this principal, the adopted fons of God 

have a fccond confcquential right: a right unto the 

things of this world : that is, unto all the portions 

of it, which God is pleafed to cntruft them here 

withal. Chrift is the heir of all things, Heb. i. 5. 

all right, and title to the things of the creation was 

loft, and forfeited by fin. The Lord by his fovc- 

reignty, had made an original grant of all things 

here below for man's ufe; he had appointed the re-. 

£dae of the works of his hands in their feveral fta- 

tions, to be ferviccable unto his behoof. Sin reverf- 

cd this whole grant, and inftitutipn: all things 

were fet at liberty from the fubjeftion unto him: 

yet that liberty being a taking them off from the 

end, to which they were originally appointed, is a 

part of their vanity, and curfc. It is evil to any 

thing to be laid afide as to the end, to which it 

was primitively appointed : by this means the whole 

creation is turned loofe from any fubordinate ruler; 

and man having loft the whole title whereby he held 

his domini6n over, and pofteffion of the cteatnres, 

hath not the leaft colour of intereft in any of themi 

nor can lay any claim unto them ; but now the Lord 

intending to take a portion to himfelf, out of the 

himp of fallen mankind, whom he appointed heirs 

of falvation, he doth not immediately deftroy the 

works of creation, but refervc the:m for their nfc 

in their pilgrimage. To this end be invefts the 

whole right and title of them in the fecond AdaA, 

^ , wbiA 
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which the firft had loft ; he appoints him heir of all 
things. And thereupon his adopted ones, being 
follow heirs with Chrift, become alfo to have a right 
and title unto the things of this creation. 

To clear up this right what it is, I muft give 
fome few obfenrations. 

1. The right they have, is not as the right that 
Chrift hath: that is fovercign, and fupreme, to do 
what he will with his own ; bu^theirs fubordinat^ 
and fuch as that they muft be accountable for the ufe 
♦of thofe things whereunto they have a right and 
title. The right of Chrift, is the right of the Lord 
of the houfe, the right of the faints in the right of 
fervants^ 

• 2. That the whole number of the children of 
God have a right unto the whole earth, which is 
the Lord's and the fulncfs thereof, in thefe two 
regards. 

1. He who » the fovereign Lord of it, doth 
prcferve it merely for their ufe, and upon their ac- 
count : all others whatever being maUfidei pojfojfth . 
res^ invading a portion of the. Lord's territories, 
without grant or leave from him. 

2. In that Chrift hath promifed to give them 
the kingdom and dominion of it, in fuch a way and 
manner, as in his providence he fhall difpofe; that 
is, that the government of the earth Ihall be exer- 
cifcd to their advantage. 

3. This right IS a fpiritual right, which doth 
not give a civil intereft, but only fandlifies the right 
and intereft beftowed. God hath providentially 
4ifpofed of the civil bounds o£ the inheritance of 
men, Afts xvii. 26. fufiering the men of the world 
to enjoy a pordon here, and that oftentimes very 

:. ful 
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full, and plenteous, and that for his childrco*s fake^ 
that thofe beafts of the forrefl:, which are made to 
be deftroyed, may not break loofe upon the whde 
poiTeflion. Hence, \ 

4. No one particular adopted perfon, hath any 
right by vcrtue thereof, to any portion of earthly 
things, whereunto he hath not right and title upon 
a cnfil intereft given him by the providence of Go4. 
But, 

5. This they have by their adoption, that, 

1. Look what portion foever God is pleafed to 
give them, th^y have a right unto it, as it is rein- 
vefted in Chrift, and not as it lies wholly under the 
curfe and vanity that is come upon the creation by 
fin, and therefore can never be called unto an ac- 
count for ufurping that which rfiey have no right 
unto, as ihaU all the fons of men, who violentljjr 
grafp thofe things which God hath fet at Hbefty 
from under their dominion becaufe of fin. 

2. By this their right, they are led unto a fan- 
Alfied ufe of what thereby they do enjoy : inaf- 
much as the things themfelves are to them pledges 
of the Father's love, waflied in the blood of Chrift, 
and endearments upon their fpirits to live to his 
praife, who gives them all things richly to enjoy. 

And this is a fecond thing we have by our adop- 
tion : and thence I dare fay of unbelievers: they 
have no true right unto any thing; of what kiiKi fo- 
ever, that they do pdffefs. 

They have no true unqueftionable right, I fay, 
even unto the temporal things they do poffefsj it 
is true they have a civil right in refpcft of others, 
but they have not a fanftificd right m refpeflof 
their own fouls. They have a right and title that 
will hold pica in the courts of men, hug not ^ a right 
•■ and « 
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not a right that will hold in the court of God, and 
in their own confciiencc. It will one day be fad 
with them when they Ihall come to give an account 
of their enjoyments. They ihaH not only be reck- 
oned withal for the abufe of that they have poffeff- 
cd, that they have not ufcd, and laid it out for the 
glory of him whofe it is, but alfo that they have 
ever laid their hands upon the creatures of God^ 
and kept them from them for whofe fak^ alone 
they are preferved from deftruftion. When the 
God of glory fliall come home to any of them, ei- 
ther in their confciences here, or in the judgment 
that is for to come, and fpe;ak with the terror of 
a revengeful Judge : 1 have fuffered you to enjoy 
com, wine, and oil, a great portion of my creatures j 
you have rolled yourlelrcs in wealth and profperi- 
ty, when the right heirs of xhefe things lived poor, 
and low, and mean at the next door; give in now 
an anfwer, what and' how you hav€ ufed theie 
things? What have youjaid out for the fervice and 
advancement of the gofpel ? What have you giveri 
unto them for whom nothing was provided ? What 
contribution have you made for the poor faints I 
Have you had a ready hand, and willing mind to 
lay down all for my fake ? When they (hall be com- 
pdled to anfwer as th6 truth is. Lord, we had in- 
deed a large portion ig the world, but we took it 
to be our own, and thought we might have done 
what we would with our own, we have eat the fat, 
and drank the fweet, and left the reft of our fub- 
fiance for our babes; we have fpent fomewhat upon 
Qur lufts, fomewhat upon our friends, but the truth 
is, we cannot fay that we have made friends of thi 
unrighteous mammon, that we ufed it to the ad 
G g n \ "^^^ 
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Tancement of the gofpel cm* 'fepinbiAmig'Wfito thy 
poor faints, and now behold we muft: die, &c. So 
alfo when the Lord ihall proceed farther, and 
queftion not only the ufe of thefe things, but alfo 
their title to rhem, and tell them, the earth is mine 
and thefulnefs thereof: I did indeed make an ori- 
ginal grant of thefe things to man, but that is lafl: 
by fin ; I have reftorcd it <Mily for my faints, why 
have you laid then your fingers of prey upon that 
which was not yours ? why have you compelled my 
creatures to ferve you, and your lufts, which I had 
fet at loofe from under your dominion : give me my 
flax, my wine and wool, I will fet you naked as is 
the day of your birth, and revenge upon you your 
rapine, and unjuft poffeflion of that which was not 
yours. I fay, at fuch a time what will men do ? 

3. Boldnefs with God by Chrift is another privi- 
Jege of our adoption ; but hereof I have fpoke at 
large before, in treating of the excellency of Chrift 
in refpeft of our approach to God by him; fothat 
I fhail not reaflume the confidei*ation of it. 

4. AfflifHon alfo as proceeding from love, as 
leading to fpiritual advantages, as conformrng unto 
Chrift, as fweetened with his prcfence is the privi- 
lege of children, Heb. xii. 3,4, 5, 6. but on thefe 
particulars I muft not infift. 

This I fay is the head and fourfe of all the pri- 
vileges, which Chrift hath'purchafed for us, where- 
in alfo we have fellowftiip with him : fellowfliip in 
name, we are, as he is, fonsof God; fellowfhipin 
title and right, we are heirs, co-heirs with Chrift; 
fellowftiip in likenefs and conformity, we are pre- 
deftinated to be like the firft-born of the family; 
fellowftiip in honour ; he is not afliamed to call us 
brethren} fellowftiip in fufferings, he learned obe- 
dience 
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dience by what he fuffered; and every fon is to be 
fcourged that is received;- fellowftiip in his king- 
dom, we fhaji reign with him; of all which 1 muft 
fpeak peculiarly in another place, and lb fliall not 
here draw out the^difcourfe concerning them any 
farther. 

PART III. 

C H A P. L 

Of Communion with the HcJy Ghoft^ 

The foundation, of our communion with the Holy 
^hojly John xvi. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. opened at 
large, Pifrailetos^ a Comforterj who he if. The 
Holy Ghojl, his own will in his coming to us, 
' fent alfo by Chrifl. The Spirit feni as a San^i- 
Jier^. and as a Comforter. The adjuntts of his 
mijjion conftdered. The foundation of his mifjiotii 
John XV. 26. His procejjion from the Pather^ 
twofold; as to perfonalityy or to office. Tbiirgs 
conftderable in his proceffton as to office* The inan- 
ner of his collation^ he is given freely y fent autho* 
ritatiyely. The fin againfl the Holy Ghojly whence 
unpardonable. How we afk the Spirit of the Fa- 
then To grieife the Spirit^ what. Poured out. 
How the Holy Ghoft is received by faith. FaitFs 
aiiings in receiving the Holy Ohofi. His abode 
with us how declared. How we may- lofe our 
comforty whiift the Comforter abides with us^ 

THE fotindation of all onr comipunipn with 
the Holy Ghoft, confifting in his miffiqn, or 
fending to be our Comforter by Jefu$ Chrift; the 
Gg 2 whole 
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whole matter gf that oeconomy or dtfpeiifatkxi is 
firftly to be propofed and cooiidered, that fo wc 
may have a right underftanding of the truth enqui- 
red after. Now the maia promife hereoiF, and the 
chief coniiderations of it, with the good receired, 
and evil prevented thereby, being given and de«^ 
clarcd in the beginning of the fixteenth chapter of 
John, 1 fliall take a view of the ftate of it, as there 
propofed. 

Our blcffed Saviour being to leave the worlds 
having acquainted his difciplcs among other things, 
what entertainment in general they were like to find 
in it, and meet withal, gives the reafon why he now 
gave them the doleful tidings of it,confidering how fad 
and difpirited they were upon the mention of his 
departure from them, ver. i, Tbefe things have I 
faid unto you^ that you Jhould not be tended. I 
iiave, faith he, given you an acquaintance with thefc 
things, (that is the things which will come upon 
you, which you are to fuffer before hand, lead 
you, (poor Jbuls) who have entertained expeAati- 
ons of another ftate of affairs, Ihould be furprized^ 
fo as to be offended at me, and my do^rine, and 
fall away from me. You are now forewarned, and 
know what you have to look for. Yea, faith he, 
ver. 2. having acquainted you in general, that you 
flball be perfecuted, I tell you plainly, that there 
ftiall be a combination of all men againft you, and 
and all forts of men will put forth their, power for 
your ruin. They Jhall cajl yen out of the Jyf^gogue^ 
and the time /hall come^ that whofoever ktlleth' you^ 
will ihink that he doth God good fervice. The ec- 
clefiaftical power (hall excommunicate you, they 
ihall put you out of their fynagogues; and that you 
may not expeft relief from the power oi the ma- 

glftrate 

.Digitized by LjOOQIl 



"W^H. I. - Comfnunim with the Holy Ghofl. 365. 

^^ifl^te againft their perrerfity, they will kill you j 

;ajid chat yon may know that they will do it to the* 

' ^urpofe, without cheek or control, they will think 

shat in killing you, they do God good fervice,, 

-^ev^hich will caufe them to a6l ngproufly,.a]id to^the: 

latmoft. 

But this is a (taking trial, might they reply; is- 
- onr condition fuch, that men in killing us, wiU 
thick to approve theiF , confeiences to God? Ye^ 
they will,, faith our Saviour, but yet that you be 
J30C miftakeUy nor trouble your confciences about 
their confidences, know that their blind and defpc-^ 
>ate ignorance is the caufe of their fury and per-- 
fuafi^n^ ver. 3^ 3 uefe things will they da un^ ym^ 
'^eccntfe they have not known the Fathernar me,- 

This then was to be the ftate with the difcipresj: 

ftut why did our Saviour tdl it them^ar this feafon^ 

to add fear an(| perplexities to their grief and for- 

' jpow?. What advantage fliould they obtain thereby ?? . 

fuith their blefled Mafter, yer; 4, There are weigh-- 

ly reafons why 1 fhonld tell you thefe things;; 

. chiefly, that as you may b^ ^Qvjded for them, fo* 

when they do befal you, you , may be fupportedi 

with the coniideratibn of my deity and ©ijinifGiGDce,, 

who pold you all thefe things before they came tb' 

pafs^ ver. 4. but^ thefe things: hqve 1 t^ldyoUyihaV 

vihen the time Jhall come^ yoM^may remember I told^ 

you cf them. Biiuif they befo neceflary, whence is? 

; it, that, thou hafl not acquainted us with it, all this- 

while? why not in the beginning, at our fir ft' cal- 

^ ling ? Even, faithour Saviour, becaufe there was no> 

need' of any fuch thing •- for, wbilft Iwas with ycu,j 

♦ you had proteftion'and dircflion at Hand. Ahdthefe^ 

. iinngi ifaid' not ot the beginningy hemufilw/is^ 

L present With you; but now iheftate^of things- \% al-- 

V ' G g 3 ' t<jr<edi; 
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tered ; / muji leave you^ ver. 5. And for your parts, 
fo are you aftonilhed with forrow, that you do not 
aik me whither I go, the confideration whereof 
would certainly relieve you, feeing I go to take 
poflclfion of my glory, and to carry on the yrork 
of your falvation : but your hearts are filled with 
forrow and fear, and you do not fo much as enquire 
After relief, ver. 5, 6. whereupon he adjoitis that 
Wonderful affertion, ver. 7. Neverthelefs I tell you 
the truthy it is expedient for you^ that I go away ; 
for if I go not away^ the Cornforter will not cop/he un* 
toyouy but if I depart y I will fend him unto you. 

This verfe then, being the peculiar foundatioQ 
of what (hall afterward be declared, muft particu- 
larly be confidered as to the words of it, and their 
interpretation : and that both with refpeft to the 
preface of them, and the affeveration in thetti, with 
the rcafon annexed thereunto. 

1. The firft word alia is an adverfative^ not 
•excepting to any thing of what himfelf had fpoken 
before, but to their apprehcnfion; I know you 
have fad thoughts of thefe things, bet yet never- 
thelefs, 

2. Ego ten aktheian legOy "I tell ybu the truth." 
The words are teceeding empharical, andTdenote 

- fome great thing to be ufliered in by them. Firft, 
egOy 1 tell it you, this that fhall now be fpoken; I 
who love you, who take care of you, who am now. 
about to lay down my 'life for you, they are ray 
dying words, that you may believe me; I who am 
truth itfelf, 1 tell you; and, •• 
' Ego ten aktheian legOy ^ I tell you the truth.'* 
You have in your fad mifgiving heart*, many mif- 
apprehenfions of things; you think, if I would a- 
bBe witfc you, all ti^ evils mighc be prevent- 
ed; 
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ed ; but alas 1 you know not what is good for yon, 
nor what is expedient ; / tell you the truth ; this is 
truth itfelf, and quiet your heans in it. There is 
need of a great deal of evidence of truth; to cora- 
forc their fouls that are dejefted and difconfolate un- 
der an apprehenfion^f the abfeace of Chrift from 
them, be theapprehenfion true ot falfe* 

And this is the firft part s>f the wcwds of our 
SaTiour; the preface to what he was to deliver to 
them, by way of a weighty convincing afFevcrati- 
on, to difintangle thereby the thoughts of his dif- 
ciples from prejudice, and to prepare them for the 
receiving of that great truth which he was to de* 
^ liver. 

2. The aflertion itfelf follows, // is expedient 
for youy that I go away. 

There are two things in the Words ; Chrift's de- 
parture, and the ufefblnefs of it to his difciples. 
For his departure, it is 4cn6wn what is intended by 
k: the. withdrawing bis bodily prefence from the. 
tanh after his refurreftion, the heavens being to re-- 
mve hifHy until the time of the rejlitution of all things. 
- For in rcfpeft of his Diety, and the exercife of love 
and care towards them, he promifed to be with them 
to the end of the world, Matth. xxviii. laft. Of 
. thB iaith he, it conduceth to your good ; it is pro- 
. ^ijfitablc for you, it is' for your advantage, it will an- 
fwcr the end that jm aim at; that is thi fenfc of 
the word, which we have tranflated, expedient : it is 
for your profit;and advantage. This then is that, 
which our Safiour afferts; and that with the ear- 
f nefttiefs before no'tlhtkjped, defiring to convince his 
f forrowful followers g^ the truth of it; namely, that 
J hia departure which they fi> much feaieci, and were 
I . troubled 
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troubled to thiok of, would turn to their profit and 
advantage, ^ 

3 • Now aflthotrgh k might be expeftcd tli*t they 
ihould acquiefce m this affevcration of truth itfelf^ 
yet becaufe rhey were generally conccraed in tber 
ground of the truth of i$, he acquaiais^ thent with* 
that alfo; and that we may confefe k to* be ^ gifcat 
matter, that gFves certainty aod evidence to^ thac 
propofition, he expreflfes it negatively and pofitive- 
ly ; if I go noi awxfy he will not c&ne^ but iff de^ 
fart / imllftnd him. Gonceming* the going away 
of Chrid,. I have fpoken^rbefore: of the Comfort^ 
w his coming: and fentKng^ 1 flull now treat,, as be-r 
]Dg the thing aimed ac 

Oparakktos: the word' Being of fmidry fignifir- 

• cations, many tranffatiohs have thought fit not ta 
reftrain it, but do retain the original word /j^r^zr/?- 
iusy (a the Sjrriak aJfb ^ and as fome think,, it was^ 
aword before in ufe among the Jews:: whence the' 
Chaldee paraphr^' mjrfces ufe of it, Job xvi, io\ 
i and amongft them k fignifies one that fo taught o 
thers, as to delight them alfoin histeaehing;. that^ 
is to be their comforter.. lii* fcripture it hath twa 
eminent fignifications; an advocate and a comforter^ 
• in the firft fcnfe our Saviour is called parakletoSy 
I John ii. 2. whether ft be bei^r rendered here 
an advocate or a comforter, may be doiibtecfe. 

Look ihto the foregoing occafion of the words 
which is the dtfciples forrow and trouble,, and it 

. feems to require the GGtufortet*; forrow hath filled 
your hearts,- but I will fend you the Comforter; 
look into the next words fjjlloieingv which contain 

- his peculiar work for which he is now promifed to 
be fent, and they require hfe fhould be an Advp^ate 
topleadthecaufeof Chriftjagainft the world, venSi 

Ifliall 
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I jQiaU choofe rather to interpret the promife by the 
occafion of it, which was the forxow^f his dtfci- • 
pies, and to retain the name of the Comforter. 

Who this Comforter is, our bleffed Saviour bad 
before declared, chap. xv. 26. he is the^ Spirit of 
truthy that i$ the Holy Ghoft, who rcvealcth all 
truth to the fons of men. Now of this Comfoner 
two things are affirmed, 

I. That he ihall come. 2. That Chrift fliaU 
fend him. 

I. That he fhall come. The affirmative of his 
coming, on the performance of that condition of it» 
of Chrifl's going away, is incliided in the negation ^ 
of his coming, witliout its accomptifhment; if I 
go not away^ he wit f not come; if I do go, he will 
tame^ fo that there is not only the miifion of Chrift 
but the will of the Spirit in bis coming; he wilt 
come, his own will is in his work. 

Pern/to autoUf I will fend him; the myftery of 
his fendiqg the Spirit, our Saviour inftrufts his dif- 
ciples in by degrees; chap.xiv. 16. he faith, I wilt 
pray the Fat her ^ he Jhall fend you another Comfor^ 
ter. In the progrefs of his difcourfe be gets one . 
ftep more upon their faith, ver. 26. But the Com-' * 
forter which is the Holy GSoJi whom the Father wilt 
fend in my name: but chap, xv. 2 6. he faith, I wilt 
fend him from the Father ; and here abfotutely I wilt 
fend him. The bufmefs of fending the Holy Ghoft 
by Chrift which argues his perfonal proceffion alfo 
from him, the Son, was a deep myftery which at 
once they could not bear; and therefore he thus 
inftrufts them in it by degrees. 

This is the fum, theprefence of the Holy Ghoft^ 
with believers as a Comforter ient by Chrift, for 
thofe ends and purpofes for whidi he is promifed; 

• is i 
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i3 .better and more profitable for believers than any 
corporeal prcfence of Chrift can be, now he hath 
fulfilled the one facrifice for fin, which he was to 
ofier. 

Now the Holy Spirit is promifed under a twofold 
confideration. i. As a Spirit of fanftificarion to the 
, cleft, to convert them and make them believers, 
2. As a Spirit of confolation to believers, to give 
them the privileges of the death and purchafe of 
Chrift : k is in the latter fenfe only wherein he is 
here fpoken of; now as to his prefence with us in 
this regard, and the end and purpofes for which he 
isfent, for what is aimed at, obfervie, 

I. The rife and fountain of it, 2. The manner 
of his being given, 3. Our manner of receiving 
him, 4. His abiding with us, 5. His ading in us, 
6, What arc the cflFefts of his working vsx us, and 
then how wc hold communion with him, will from 
all tbefe appear- . 

What the fcripture fpeaketh to thefe particulars^ 
fliall briefly be confidered. 

I. For the fountain of his coming it is mention- 
ed, John XV. 26. he proceedeth from the Father; this 
is the fountain of this difpenfation ; he proceedeth 
from the Father; now there is a twofold proceffioa 
of the Spirit. 

I. In refpeft of fubftance and perfonality. 
^ 2. In refpeft of the work of grace; of the firft, 
in which refpeft he is the Spirit of the Father and 
the Son,^. prpccedtng from both eternally, fa receiv- 
ing his fubftance and perfonalky; I fpeak not: it 
is a bufmefs of another nature than that I have now 
in hand. Therein indeed lyes the firft and moft 
remote foundation of all ourdiftinft communion widi 
kim and our worfhip of him.. But becaufe abidiiig 

is 
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in the naked confideration hereof, we can make no' 
other progrefs, than the bare acquiefcence of faith . 
in the myftery revealed with the performance of 
^hat which is due to the perfon, folely on the ac- 
count of his participation of the cffence, 1 (hall not 
at prefent dwell upon it. 

His proceeding mentioned in the place infifted on 
is his OBConomical or difpenfatory proceeding for 
the carrying on of the work of grace; it is fpoken 
of him in reference to his being fent by Chrift aftdr 
his afcenfion: I will fend him, which proceedeth 
namely then, when I fend him. As God is faid to 
arife out of his place, Ifa. xxyi. 21. not in regard 
of any mutation in him, but of the new work which 
he .would effeft; fo it follows, the Lord comes out 
oi his place to punifli the inhabitants of the earth. 
And it is in reference to a peculiar work that he is 
faid to proceed, namely to teftify of Chrift ; which 
cannot be affigned to him in refpeft of his eternal 
proceffion but of his aftual difpenfation j as it is faid 
of Chrift, he came forth from God. The fingle 
mention of the Father in this place, and not of the 
Son, belongs to the gradation before mentioned, 
whereby our Saviour difcovers this myftery to his 
difciples. He fpeaks as much concerning himfelf, 
John xvir 7. and this relation ad extra as thfey call 
it, of the Spirit unto the Father and the Son in re- 
fpeft of operation, proves his relation ad intra^ in . 
rcfpeft of perfonal procefSon whereof I fpake be- 
fore. 

. Three things are confiderable in the foundation 
of this difpenfation, in reference to our communion 
with the Holy Ghoft. 

That the will of the Spirit is in the work; he, 
eomes forth himfelff frequent mention is made (as 
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W€ (hall fee afterwards) of his being fent, hi^ being 
given and poured out; that it might riot be thus 
apprehended, either that this Spirit were altoge- 
ther an inferior, created. Spirit, a mere fcrvant 
a9 fome hav^ blafpbemed, nor yet merely and prin* 
cipally as to his perfonality the vertue of God as 
fome have fancied; he hath|>erfonal properties ap- 
plied to him in this work arguing his perfonali- 
ty and liberty. He of himfelf and of his own ac- 
cord proceedeth. ^ 

2, The condefccnfion of the Holy Ghoft in this 
order of working this difpenfation, to proceed from 
the Father and the Son, as to this work; to take 
upon him this work of a Comforter, as the Sou 
did the work of a Redeemer, of which afterwards. 

3. The fountain of the whole is difcovered to 
be the Father, that we may know his^ works in the 
purfuit of elefting love which every where is afcrib- 
ed to the Father. This is the order here intimat- 
ed. I. There is the prot he/is of the Father; or 
the purpofe of his love the fountain of all : then 
the ereiefis the alking of the Son, John xiv. 15. 
which takes in hjs merit and purchafe, whereunto 
follows ekpodevisy or willing proceeding of the Ho- 
ly Ghoft : and this gives tcftimony alifo, to the foun- 
dation of this whole difcovirfe> namely our peculiar 
communion with the Father iu love, the Son in 
grace, and the Holy Ghoft in confolation. This 
is the door and entrance of that fellowfliip. of the 
Holy Ghoft, whereunto we are called. His graci* 
ous and bleffed will, his infinite and ineffable con- 
defcenfion beiag eyed by faith, as the fovmdati<» 
of allthofe effefts, which he works in us, and pri- 
vileges whereof by him we are made partakers, oui* 
fouls are peculiarly coaverfant with him,, and their 
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defires^flEedions,attd tbankfulnefs,terminatcd in him : 

oP which more afterwards. This is the firft thing 

iconfiderablcis our communion with the Holy Ghoft. 

2. The manner of his collation, or bellowing; 

«ir' the manner, pf his communication unto us from 

this fountain is herein alfo confiderable, and it is va>- 

rioiifly exprelled to denote three things. 

1 • The freenefs of it : thus he is faid to be given, 
John xivv 1 6. he Ihall gi^^te you another comforter; 
I need not multiply places to this purpofe. 'The 
inoftircqirent adjunft of the communication of the 
Spirit is this, that he is given, and received as of 
gift, he will give his Holy Spirit to. thenv that aflc 
tiim : that which is of gift is free, the Spirit of grace ^ 
H given of grace: and not 6nly the Spirit of fanfti- 
ficalion,* or the Spirit to fanftify and convert us, it 
A gift of free gnice, but in the fenfe whereof we 
Jpeak inrefpeftof confolation he is of gift alfo; he- 
is promifed to be given unto believers. Hence the 
Spirit is faid to be received by the gofpel, not by ^ 
fhe law. Gal. iii. 2. that is of meer grace and not 
cf our own procuring. And all his workings are 
leatled free donations.. He is freely beftowed and 
freely works; and the different meafures whereia 
he is received for thofe ends and purpofes of confo* 
latbn which we (hall confider, by believers, which 
are gre^t, various and unexpreff^ble, arife from 
hence that we have him by donarion, or free gift. 
And this is the tenor whereby we hold and enjoy 
him : a tenor of free donation. So is he to be ey- : 
cd, fo to be afked, fo to be received. ^ And this al- 
fo faith takes in, and ctofeth withal,' in our com- 
muuion with the Coitifortcr. The conjunftion and 
accord of his wiU, with the gift of Father and Son : 
the one rcfpc^liiig the diftinfl: operation of t&e 4>e- 
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ity in the Perfon of the Holy Ghoft; the other the 
iecoDoray of the whole. Trinity, in the work of 
pur falvation by Jefus Chrift. Here the foul rc- 
joiceth itfelf in. the Comforter; that he is willing 
to come to him, that he is'willing to be given him. 
And feeing all is will and gift, grace is magnified 
on this account. 

2. The authority* of i^- . thence he is faid to be 
fent, chap. xiv. 26. the Father will fend him in my 
.name: and chap. xv. 26. I will fend him unto you 
from the Father, and him wiil I find te yoUy chap. 
xvi. 17. This mifiion of the Holy Ghoft by the Fa- 
ther and the SoUj as it anfwers the order (rf the 
perfons fubfiftence in the bleffed Trinity, and his 
proceffipn from them both, fo the order voluntari- 
ly engaged in By them, for the accbmplifliment,' (as 
was faid) of the work of our falvation. There is in 
it, in a moft fpecial manner the condefcenfion of the 
Holy Ghoft in hh lof e to us, to the authoritative 
delegation of Father, and Son^ in \ this hufi'nefs; 
which argues not a difparity diffimilitude,,or ine* 
quality of effence, but of office, in this work : it is 
the office of the Holy Ghoft to be an advocate for 
lis, and acomforter to U3; in which refpeft, not abfo- 
Jutely,he is thus fent authoritatively by the Father and 
Son : it is i known maxim, that inaquaJitas officii nan 
tollitaqualitatem nature: this fubjeftion (if I may fo 
call it) or inequality in refpeft of office doth no ways 
prejudice the equality of nature, which he hath with 
Father and Son, no more than the miffion of the 
3on by the Father doth his. And on this authori- 
tative miffion^ of the Spirit, doth the right apprc- 
henfionsof many myfteries in the gofpel, and the or- 
dering of our hearts in communion with himdepenA 
, Hence is the fin againft the Holy Ghoft (what it 
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is I do not now dlfptiteyuilpardoiiable; and hatb 
that adjunft of rebellion pui: upon it, ihat no other 
I fin hath : namely becaiifc he comee -not, he a^s no6 
in his own name lonly, though in his own alfoy but iiv 
the name and aijthoiity of tWPatbcr amlSon, fronV 
and by whoin he is fcnt; and therefore to fin againft 
him, is to fift againft all'thfe aiitherity cf God, all 
the love cf th^ Trinity, and theutraqft condefccn^ 
Con of each'perfon to the work-of. onr. falvjition;\ 
It IS, I fay, from the aiuhoritative mifKon of the 
Spirit that the fin againft hina is peculiarly unpar- 
donable; it is a fm agakifl the recapkuhtion^of tha 
love of the Father,: Son, and Spirit* And front 
this ccHifideration, were |bat bur prefeot bufinefri 
might the true-nature. of ^the- fin- againft the Holy 
' Ghoft be iflveftigated; Certainly it muft confift ir> 
the contempt of fome operation of his^. asaftmg tn 
the name^and'anthority of tb(e whole Trinity,.and 
that in their ineffable cpndefeenfioti to^ the wbrk- 
of gtafee; Ba^ this is of another confider^Tion; 

2. On this account, we^are to pray the Father 
and theSonj to* give the Spirit to us, Luke xi. 1 3; 
ryour heavenly^ Father iviU give his, 'holy Spirit in 
to thept that afk Inrnt now the Holy Ghoft beings 
God, is no lefs to be invocated, prayed to, aiid 
called on, than^ the Father and the Son, as elfewhere 
1 ha^c proved; how then do we afli the Father for 
•him, as we do \n all our fupplications,. feeing that 
* wealfo pray that he himfelf would come. ta* vifit usj 
and abide with us? In:* our pi^ayers that are direc-^^ 
^^ ted to hiimfelf, we confider him as effentially God'* 
ever all blefled for evermore; we pray for him 
frome the Father and Son, as uiider this niiffionand 
.delegation from iheni. And indeed' God having 
.moft plentifully revealed himfelf in the order of this^ 
. -> H h 2 , dif^ 
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difpen ration to us» we are (as ChriRiaos geoenlif 
do,) in our comiminioo to abound in aofwerabk 
addrcfles» that is not only to the pfrfoa of tte 
Holy Ghoft himfelf, but properly to the Fatkr 
^nd SoOy for hiin> which refers to this dtipcnft* 
lion. 

3. Hence b that great weight in particular laid 
upon our nor grieving the Spirit, Eph. iv. 50, be* 
caufe he comes to us in the name» with the love, 
and upon the condcfccnfion of tht whoje feleffed 
Trinity. To do that which might grie?e-him fo 
fent, on fuch an account, for that end atid put))ofe 
which fliall afterwards be mentioned, is a great ^-^ 
-gravatron of fin. He expels cheerfully ei^ertaia* 
men: with us, and may do io juftly upoo his own 
accounr, and the account of the work whichit 
comes about; but when this alfo iis added, thathft 
is f<yit of the Father and tl^ Son^ comwi&ond 
i|fth their love and grace,' to coimnuDicatc thea 
to their fouls, this is that v^hii^ hy. or ought w te 
of ufpeakable cfteem with believers. And this is 
that fcccmd thing exprcffed in the maaacr of ii 
comrnunicatioo, he is fent by authority.. 

3' He is hid to ht fouredout^ or^pedcnus^ Tit 
iii. 6. ou exechein eph mas phufios^ that Holy 
Ghoft which he hath richly powered out iJpoD ^ 

* cr fhed on us abundantly ; and this was the chirf 
expr?fli(Mi of his cctfnraunication under the oM T^* 
ibment, the my fiery of the Fatherland the Soiii 
and the matter of commiffion and delegation hem^ 
then not fo clearly difcorercd, Ifa. xxxii. 15. ufltJl 
the Spirit be poured on us from on high, and the 
wiMcrnefs be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field 
be counted for a forreft; that is, until the Getitiles 
be called, and the Jews rcjcfled j and chap, xliii. a. 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



€^. T. Communion with the Holy Ghojl^-^ ' 377/' 

I-'\^ll |)otir my Spirit upoa tby^feed, atid.my blef- * 
fing- upon i\\f offspring.- That^ eminent place of* 
i2e^h. xii 10, is alwaysJip'onr riiooghts;. Nowthis' 
i expreffion^ as is know* is taken frcan the allufioni 
\ ctf the Spkit unto Wat-crt and that in relation toallJ^ 
the.ufe&of water bmh natural and typical: a. par- • 
tkruUr delation' of'- tfeettii 1 cannot' aav«»* infift on :: 
pT?rhaps efficacy and p4enty are chiefly intendedJ ^ 
- Now this threefold^expreffion of giving, iending;* 
aiid pouring cHt of the Spiriv, gives us the three:? 
great- properties of the covenant of grace. 

I. -That iris free, }>& is given, 2., That it is* 
clrderly, ordered-ini^H things and fure^l^ from thct . 
R>ve of the Father^ bytfec procurement of the fbn;; 
and thence is -that v^iety of 'expreffion, of the Fa-^ 
ther's fending iiim> a^nd-tbe-Son's fending him frpmi • 
Ac Father; he being the gift of the Father?s lovey, 
/ffnd the purchafe of the blood of the Son.. g.^Jphe; 
efficacy of it, as was laft.obferved. And this is t||p 
fecond thing »GonfideraBle... ^^ - ^ ^^ 

i. 'Phe third; which is- our receiving him, I'flialB 
j(|>eak more briefly of: That which 1 firft pro'pof^- 
^, of theSpirit cdnfidered-as aSpirkof fanflifica*^ 
fioR, and a Spirit of cofifoiatron,js thereto be iirmd-- . . 
ed.- Our receiving of him as a Spirit of'^Saeftifica^* ^ 
rion, is a meer paffive reception^ aa a -veffel recei ve^ ^ 
irater; . He ' cohicsr as^ the- wijad on: Ezefciel's^deadi 
febnesj and makes fhem'' live.- He combes imo- dead 'i 
hearts, and quick ens them, by anal^ of his almighty^ 
• p<:>wer: but now as be is the Spirit of confolaiion^ 
it jt*otherwiffe ; in this^ fenfe otsn Sa.?i©ur teU; us,\ 
3^hat' the -imrld cannot/refeitrehim^ Jbhn'ixJT; 1 7.. 
the 'ivorM recetveth himmof; becaufeitlfekh^tkmTiot^, 
f:^r knows him ; btd-ye^ know :-him-, for te'^dii^slletbi 
\ vnth ypUi and-abidelh in ym.\ T>haLi&4S-..the.Sp?-* 
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lit of co0&latiod» orthe Spirit for copiblation that 
here is promifed, is evident frcMn the clofe of the 
Terfc, wh^re he is faid then to be in th^m, vheahe 
iS promifed to them. He was in them as a Spirit of 
quickening and lanAification when promifed to 
them, as a S{Mrit of 'comfort and confoktion, to^- 
bide with 'them for that purpofc. Now the power 
that is here denied to be in the world, with tlie rea* 
fon of it, that they cannot receive the Spirit, be- 
caufc they know him not, is afcribed tp believers j 
they can receive him, becaufe they Icnow him. So 
' that there is an aftive power to be put forth in his 
reception for confolation, though not in his reception 
for regeneration and fanftification. And this is the 
fower of faitb,fo GaLiii.2. they receiyed the Spirit by 
thejiearing of the faith ; the preaching of the got 
pel begetting faith in them, enabled them to receive 
the Spirit. Hence believing is put as the qualifica* 
^fn of all our receiving the Holy G6oft, John vil 
39. this he /pake ofihe Spirit^ which they that be^* 
Ueve on him fhould retevve : \i is believers tliat thus 
r-eceive^he Spirit,, and they receive him by faiths 
now there are three fpecial a<fts of faith, whereby it 
goes forth in the receiving of the Spirit, I fhaii but 
name them. . 

I. It confiders the Spirit in the-oeconomy before 
deicrpbed, as promifed. It is faith abne, that niakc§ 
profit of the benefit of the promifcs, Hcb. iv. u 
now he is called the Spirit of that promife, Eph. ii^ 
1 :;. the Spirit that in the covenant is promifed, and 
we receive the promife of the Spirit through faith, 
Gal. iri. 14. fo that the receiving of the Spirit 
through faiths is the receiving of hirn as promifed} 
fSih eyes the promife of God, and of Jcfus Chrift, 
of fending the Spiric for all thofe end^, that he is 

dclired: 
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' defired I thus it depends^ waks> mixing the promrTe ^ 
with itfelf, until it receive hira. 

a. By prayer, he is given as a Spirit of fnppl}^ 
cattony that we may ask him as^a Spirit of oonfa<* 
ktion, Luke xi. i ^» and indeed this aftiag of* the > 
Spirit cv God, in, the naixie of Chrift^* either di*' 
rcAly Or immediately, or under jhe nafne of fonaer 
, fruit and.cffeft of him, is the chiefeft work of faith . 
in this world. 

3. It theriflieth him, by attending to his moti- 
ons, improting his aflings according to his mind 
.and will; which is all I £h^ll*fay to this third things 
or our receiving of the Spirit, which is fent of Jcful 
Chrift; we do it by faith» looking on him as pur-»' 
chafed by Jefns Chrift, and promifed of the Fa-^ 
•her, we fcek bun at the hands of God> and do 
jreceive him. ~ 

-4. The next confiderable thing, is his aJbodo 
with us; now this is two ways expfefled in the 
fcripture. i. In general, as to the thifig irfelf,-it 
is faid, he fbail aUde with us. 2. In particular^ as 
•o the manner of its abiding, it 13, by inhabitation 
or indwelling. Of the inhabitation of the Spirit, I 
have fpoken fully elfcwhere, nor fhall 1 now 
infill on it: only whereas the Spirit, as hath bceii 
d[>£:rTe;d, is confidered as a Spirit of faiKflification^ 
©r a Spirit of cpnfolation ; he is faid to dwdl in ut 
chiefly, or perhaps folely, as he is a Spirit of fane-* 
tification; which is evident froih the work hedoth^ 
as indwelling; he quickeneth and fan6M6eFh, Rom^ 
viii. II. and the manner of his indwelling, as in a 
temple^ which he makeis holy thereby, 2 Cw. yu 
ti^d his permmicncy in his fo doings which, as is evi* 
dent, relates to fartfti&ation only; but yet the ge* 
aeral notion of it in abiding, is afgribed to him as s 

Cc^c^c^x, Com 
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Cciraforter,. John xh. x6. he PuUahiie njo^thfi^^ 
for ever ; now ail the diffieult}^ of ri4fe ppomile licif 
OT thrs, Aat whereas the ^im^f feri6tifica«oi^ 
dwells i» us always^.apd it.is tb^li^jfofc Impoflible' 
rfiat we fliould loofe utterly ^ur holineft; whencr 
k it,, that; if ti^« Gomfetft^ abid^ with us for ever^ 
we majr yer utterly' foofe^our comfort? a little to^ 
clear il^is^inf our paHage;. ■ . . : . 

I. He is promifed to abide with the difcipfes for 
€Fer^ki^oppofitioii*ro the abode of Ghrift : Chrift 
Ml the fleilij bad been with* rh^m for a little while; 
and now.was kaving them, and going to his Faiher.^ 
He Bad' been:- the Comforter ini^ediately himfelP 
for a feafon, but i9RGfw:upon hi^ departing-; where- 
iore proniifing them^notherComforter, they niighf 
. fear. th«tjie would even but vifitthdffiforaKttkfeafoi? 
alfo, atid then their condition would beWorfcthaA 
even Nay, "bur faith our Saviour, fear it not, thi^^ 
h the laft difpenfatiea; there is to be no akerati- 
©Hy. when I am^one, tJie Comforter, is t<) do al^ 
' ^le remaining wdtk;^ there i^ not anoiKer 'toiba 
kioked*for, and J promife you him;' nor fhaW her * 
depart from you, buit always abide with you.J ' 
2]. The eoinft>rtet. may alwaj^s abide with u.^. 
rfiough not always. Gomfort usj he who>is the Com-^ 
forter may abide, thcugh He do' not always thar 
>RT)fk;: for other ends knd purpofes ht is always 
with uSj as-tofenflrfy and make tts'ltoly; So was- 
ihe cafe with. David, Pfal. fi; is I2i. tuke^mtihf 
holy Spirit from me^ the holy Spirit of fanftificatioii? 
m^as fliU with Davidi but feith he, Rtftgr&^untofn^ 
ihejoy of thy fntvatlonl^ that is; tKe Spirit d con^ 
folation; that was 16ft, whetxthe prcmifew^'madd 
good in the abode of the othen 

\ -, ..,. ... . .; ' 3; Tbe 
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3. The Comforter may abide as a Comforter^ 
'when he doth not afiualJy comfort the foul; in truth 
as to the ei&nte of holineii, he daanoc dMreli m dS^ 
hat withal he mnfl make us holy^^&r the temple 
«f God is holy \ but as to his comforting^ his a6l- 
>ngs therciui are aU of his foyereigp mW^ fo that he 
may aiade^ and yet not adhiaUy comfort vs. . 

4. The Spirit often works for ir^ and tendef%^ 
confoiaition to us^ wiien we do aol receive it} the 
WsH IS nigh^ and is^e iee k not; we refiofe tp be 
comforted^ I toid 70U thaa ihe Spirit ^ a Sanfii** 
ficr comes with pciwer to conqner aq i(iC]i)^vtng; 
keart; the Spirit as a ComfiDrtcr comes with fweec* 
fiefs^ to ibe^receircd in a believing heart; hefpeakt 
and ws )»e]ie¥e not tJtiat it is his v^ce; ike tendetv 
the things of caufdatioti ami we receive them not ^ 
my fire ran^ faith David> and myfiui fifufed H bt 
£$m/orted* 

* 5. I deny that ever the hdy Spirit doth abfo* 
hitely and ctniv^ fally leave a believing foul with* 
om oonfoUtioii j a man may be d^kened^-cloudec^ 
refufe ccanfort, actually find none, feel nooe^ but 
radically he hath a foundation of confolation, whick 
in due time will be drawn forth : and therefore 
when God prooH&s that he will heal fioners^ ani 
ceftore comfort to them» as Ifa. Ivii. 17. it is net 
that they were without any, but that they had net 
k much as they needed^ that that promife is made. 
To jnfift on the feveral ways whereby men refnfe 
comfbrt, and come fiiort of the ftrong confolatioil, 
* which God is willing that we (bould receive, is not 
my pnrpoife at^prefent. Thus then the Spirit being 
fenr, and given, abideth with the fouls of believers^ 
leaves them not, though he variouily mafiifeft him- 
feif in his operations : of which in the next pkce« 
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C H A P; 11. 

Of the^ ablings ef the. Holy Gheji in us hirtg be* 

. fiowed on^us. tk worhth efiitwaliy^ difiribut* 

€thy giveth. » 

HAving thns declared^ fromwhencci and ho^f 
the Holy Ghoft ia* given ^mto us as a Spirii 
of confolation; JLconje in the next place to declaro 
wliat are his aftings in us, aftd towards ds, tbdng fo 
befto'wed on us, and received by qs* Now here are 
two gc^ieral l^cads to be confideredi i. The manner 
and kind of his aftings in us, which are taijaufly ex* 
prcfled; an4 2. The. particular "pp6duft& of his^ acr 
rings in our fouls, wherein iwe hatccaniiauoioffi witli 
him* The firft is varioufly cxpreffed: 1 ihall pa6 
through them briefly/ i _" ; , , . 

I. He is faid to* work efFeftually* i Cor. xii. i r.. 

all thefe worketb or effe^eth that one andUfeif famt 

Spirit : it is fpoken there indeed in refpecl of his 

diftribution of gifts,, but the way is the, fame for 

the communication, of graces, and privHcges; he 

dcrfh it^ by working, which as it convinces hispef^- 

fonality, efpecially ds confidered with the words- 

following, VmV/^^ to every man according to his 

nvilly (for to work according to the will, is;the in^ 

' feparable property 6f, a perfon, and is fpoken ex* 

prefly of God, Eph, i. j u) fp in relation: to.ver. 6. 

foregoing, it makes no lefs evident his Deity. What 

\he is here faid tQ do, as the Spirit beftow^d on n«» 

and given unto us; there is he fiiid as Qod himfelf 

to -do :' there are diverjity of operations ^ bttt it is one 

. God that worketb all in alt; which here, in other 

. words is, . all thefe worketb the felf fame Spirit, -dp-- 

, viding to rjery 7uan as, i^ wilU :*li^.we liave. theB 
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from' him, we have by tlic way of his energetical 
working; it is not by propoiing this or that argu- 
ment to us, pcrfuading us by thefe or thofe moral 
motives or inducements alone, 4eaving us to nbake 
oafe of -them as we can; but he wcwks effeftually 
^imfdf^ what he communicates of grace, or confo- 
lacion do us, / 

2. In the fame vcrfe, as to the manner of his 
operation, he is faid diaroun^ he divideth or diftri- 
tuteth to every one as he will This of diftribmi-^ 
on adds to that of operation, choice, judgment, and 
freedom. He that diftribmcs varioufly, doth it 
with choice, and judgment, and freedom of will : 
fuch are the proceedings of the Spirit in his dif- 
penfations: to one he giveth one thing eminently 
io another another. To one in one degree, to a- 
nother in another. Thus are the faints in his fove- 
, reigjity kept in a conftant dependance on him ; he 
, diftributesas he wiH; who flibuld not be content 
with his portion ? What^claim can any lay to that 
which he diflributeth as he will? which is farther 
manifefted, . 

2. By his being faid to gi^e, when and what he 
bellows; they fpeak with\)t her tongues, as the Spi- 
_rit gave them utterance, Afts ii. 4. he gave them to 
them, that is freely ; whatever he beftows upon us, 
is of'his gift. And hence it is to be obferved, that 
in the oeconomy of our falvation, the ailing of no 
one perfon doth prejudice the freedom and liberty 
of any other; fo the love of the Father in fending 
the Son is free, and his fending doth no ways pre- 
judice the liberty and love of the Son, but that he 
Jays down his life freely alfo. So the fatisfa^lion 
and purchafe made by the Son doth no way preju" 
dice the freedom of theFather'$ grace in pardoning 
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and accepting us rhercapon : fo the Father's and 
Son's fending of the Spirirdoth not derogate from 
iiis freedom in |^is workings, but he gives freely 
^at he gives, and the reafon of this is, becaufe 
the will of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoftisefr 
ientiallf the fame; fo that in the aStng of one there 
is the counfel of all, and each.freely therein. 

Thus in general is the manner and kind of his 
working in us and towards us, being beilowcd npoa 
us, defcribcd* Pou'^r, choice, freedom, are cvi^ 
dcntly denoted in three cxprcffions infifled on. It 
is not any peculiar of his towards us, that is hereby 
declared, but the manner how he doth produce the 
cffefls, that fhall be infifted on. 

That which remains in the laft placefbr the ex- 
planation of the things propofed to be explained as 
the foundation of the communion which we have 
with the Holy Ghoft, is, the eflFe6ts that being thm 
fcnt and thus working he doth produce y which I 
Cball do, not calling rhem into any artificial method, 
but taking them up as I find them lying fcattered 
up and down in the fcripture, only defceading from 
thofe which are more general, to thofe which arc 
more particular, neither aiming nor defiring to ga- 
' ther all the federals, bur infifting on thofe whidi dl 
mod obvi6ufly occun 

Only as formerly, fo nawyon muft ohferrc, that 
I fpealc. oS the Spirit, principally, if not only as a 
Comforter, and* not as a Sanftifier; and therefore 
the great work of the Spirit towards us aH our day^ 
in the conftant and: continual flipplies of our new 
light, power, vigor, as to our receivings of grace 
from hte, belonging, to that head of fanfHficarion, 
mmSt be omitted* 

Nor 
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Nor (hall I infift on thofc things which the Com- 
forter doth in believers, efFeft towards others in his 
teflifying of ihem, aiul convincing of the world 
which are promifed, John xv. 26. xvi, 8, 9, where- 
in he is properly their Advocate, but only on thofe 
\ehich as a Comforter he works in, and towards them 
on whom he is beftowed. 



CHAP. III. 

Of the things wherein we have communion with the 
Holy Ghojl. He brings to remembrance the things 
fpoken by Chri/l^ John xiv. 26. The manner how 
be doth it. The Spirit glorifies Chrift in the hearts 
cf believers y John xvi. 14. Jheds abroad the liroe 
of God in them. The witnefs of the Spirit ^ what^ 
it is. Rom. viii. \6. The fealing of the Spirit^ 
EpTi-. i. 13.. The Spirit ^ how an eamefl^ on the 
part ofGody on the part of the faints. Differ'^ 
ence between the earneft of the Spirit^ and tafting 
of the powers of the world to come. Undion by 
the Spirit^ Ifa. xi. 2, 3. The various teachings 
of the Holy Ghojl. How the Spirit of adopt ion^ 
and of fupplicatioTu 

THE things which in the foregoing chapters, 
I called eflfefts of the Holy Ghoft in us, or 
towards us, are the fubjeft matter of our commu- 
nion with him; or the things wherein we hold pecu- 
liar fcUowfliip with him, as our Comforter; thcfc 
are now propofed to confideraiion. , 

1 . The firft and moft general is that of John 
XIV. 26. He fhall teach you all things^ and bring 
all things to your remembrance^ that 1 have fpoken 
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to you. There are two parts of this promife, i. Of 
teachiHg, 2, Of bringing to remembrance. Of 
his teaching 1 ftiall fpeak afterwards, when I come 
to treat of his anointing us. 

His bringing the things to remembrance that 
Chrift fpake,' is the firft general promife of him as 
a Comforter, He ftiall make you mind all thefe 
things; now this alfo may be confidered twow^ays. 

I. Meerly in refpeft of th€ things fpoken them- 
felves. So pur Saviour here proraifeth Ws apoftles, 
that the Holy Ghoft ftiould bring to their minds by 
an immediate eiEcacy, the things that he had fpo- 
ken, that by his infpiration they might be enabled 
to write and preach them for the good and benefit 
6f his church. So Peter tells us, i Pet i. 21. Holy 
men of God /pake as they were moved by the iHoly 
Ghojl; that is, in writing the fcripture. Apo pneu- 
inatos agiou pheromenoi ; " borne up by him/' car- 
f i^d bcyotid themfclves, to fpeak his words, and 
tvhar he indited to them. The apoflles forgot much 
of'WhatChrifthadfaidtothem, ormig^tdofo; and 
ix hat they did retain in a naturaLway of remem- 
brance, was not a fufficient foundation to them to 
write what they fo remembred, for a rule of faith 
to the church. For the word of prophefy, is not 
from any man's proper impulfc; it comes not from 
anv private conception, underRanding, or remem- 
brance. Wherefore Chrift promifes that the Holy 
Ghoft ftiall do this work, that they might infallibly 
gi^e cut what he had delivered unto them. Hence 
that expreffion in Luke i. 3. Havirig bad perfect 
vndef-flandmg of all things from, the very firfi^ is 
better rendered, Having obtained perfeSl knowlege 
cf thiy^gs from above ; notemg the rife and fpring of 
his io under ftanding things, as to be able infallibly 
. . • ~ to 
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to give them out in a rule of faitft to the church, 
than the beginning of the things t^emfelves fpo- 
Jcen of; which the word itfelf will not eafily al- 
low of. * 

2. In refpeft of the comfort of what he had fpo- 
ken; which feeras to be a great part of the iacend- 
ment of this promife. He had been fpeaking to 
them thmgs fuited for their confolation; giving 
them precious promifes of the fuppHes they fhould 
have from him in this life; of the love of the Fa- 
ther, of the glory he was providing for them; the 
fenfe and comfort whereof is udfpeakable, and the 

}*oy arifing from them, full of glory. But, faith 
le, 1 know how unable you are to make nfe of thefe 
things for your oWn confolation; the Spirit there- 
fore fhall recover them upon your minds in their 
full ftrength and vigor for that end, for which I 
Tpcak them. And this is cme caufe why it was ex- 
pedient for believers that Chrift's bodily abfence, 
Ihould be fupplied by the prefence of the Spirit. 
Whilft he was with them, how little efficacy on 
their hearts had any of the heavenly promifes he 
gave them? when the Spirit came, how full of joy 
did he make all things to them? That which was 
his peculiar work, which belonged to him by ver- 
tue of his ofSce, that he alfo might be glorified, 
was refer ved for him. And this is his work to the 
end of the \Vorkl, to bring the promifes of i hrift 
to our minds and hearts, to give us the comfort of 
them, the joy and fweetnefs of them, much beyond 
that which the difciples found in them, when Chrift 
in perfon fpake to them; their gracious iuflur 
ence being then reftrained, that, as was faid, the 
difpenfation of the Spirit might be glorified; fo irp 
the next words to this, promife, ver. 2 7. my peace I 

1 t 2 Digitized by GoOgk i^^*^ 



3»u Lommumcn wttb the tioly fJbojt. CH. iu, 

leave with you^ peace I give unto you. The Com- 
forter being fent to bring what Chrift faid, to rcr 
membrance, the confequent of it is peace, and free- 
dom from trouble of heart: whatever peace, relief, 
comfort, joy, fupportnjcnt, wc have at any rime 
received from any work, promife, or thing done by 
Chrift, It all belongs to this difpenfation of the Com- 
forter. In vain &ould we apply our natural abili- 
ties to remember, calUo mind, confider the promife* 
of Chrift : wiihout fucccfs would it be; it is fo dai- 
ly: but when the Comforter doth undertake the 
work, it is done to the purpofe. How we have 
peculiar communion with him herein; in faith and 
obedience, in the confolation received^ in and by 
the promifes of him brought tq mind, (hall be af- 
terwards declared. ' This in general is obtained. 
.Our Saviour Jefus Chrift leavmg the efficacy even 
of thofe promifes, which in perfon he gave to hi$ 
apoftles in their great diftrefs, as to their confolati- 
on, unto the Holy Ghoft, we may fee the immedi- 
ate fpring of all the fpiritual comfort we have in this 
world, and the fellowfliip which we have with the 
Holy Ghoft therein. 

Only here, as in all the particulars following the 
manner of the Spirit's working, this thing,^ is al- 
ways to be born in mind, and the intereft of his 
power, will, and goodnefs in his working; he hath 
this, I. Powerfully, or effeftually,^ 2. Voluntarily, 
3. Freely. 

I. Powerfully. And therefore doth comfort 
from the words and promifes of Chrift, fometimes 
break in through all oppofition, into the fadeft and 
darkeft condition imaginable; it comes and makes 
men fing in a dungeon, rejoice iii flames, glory in 
tribulation, it will intoprifons, racks, through temp- 

tations, 
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fations,and thegreateft diftreffes imaginable : whence 
is this? to^pnewnia energit; the Spirit works ef- 
feftually, his power is in it; he will work, and none 
jfliall let him. If he will bring to our jemeinbrance 

.' the promifes of Chrift for our eonfolation,: neither 
Satan nor man, fin nor world,, nor death fliall inter- 
rupt our comfort.. This the faints who have Gom- 

yinunion^ith the Holy- Ghoft,:, know tt> their ad- 
vantage, fometimes the heavens are black over them^ 1 
and the earth trembles under them j; publiek,. per- 
fonal calamities and diftreffes appear fo full of hor- 
ror, anddarknefe,. that they are ready rd faint with : 
the apprehenfions of them. Hence is their great 
relief, and the retrivemerit of their fpirits;, their- 
Gonfolatibn nor trouble depend not on any butwardt 
condjcion, nor inward frame of their oM^n hearts;; 

. bur on the powerful and effeftual workings of' the 
Holy Ohoft;. which by faith they give themfelves 
up unto* ' / • ^ 

2. Vhruntartly. -DiHributihg to every one as fie 
will : and; tlVerefore is this work done in. fo great; 
variety, both a^ to the fame perfonsy and'diretrfe.. 
For the fame perfbn, fullbf joy fomeiimes in a great: 
dirtrefi, full of eonfolation;, every promife bi iiigs*. 

" ]^eetnefs, when hrspteffures are great and Heavy:: 
another time in:; ttrc ieail' tt laj;. feeks for comfort,, 
fearches the promife; and it is far a\Vay., The rea- 
'fbn is, the Spirit diftribntes as he-will; And fo witli^ 
divers perfons;. to feme eacH promife is full of life^ 
and comfbrr^ others tafte little all their days, all? 
upon the fame account.. And'this faiih efpecially 
regards in the whole bufinefsof eonfolation:- irde- 
pends on the fovereign will of the Holy Ghofl-, cindi 
fo is not tied unto any rules, or courfe of proce- 
dure.. Therefore doth it exercifc itfclf in v^-aitinr 
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upon him, for the feafonable accompliihment of the 

j^good plcafure of his will. 

^' 3. Freely. Much of the variety of the difpcu- 
fation of confolation by promifes, depends on this 
freedom of the Spirit's operation. Hence it is that 

i comfort is given unexpeftedly, when the heart hath 
all the reafons in the world to look for diftrefs 
and forrow; thus fometimes it is the firft means of 
recovering a backfliding foul, who might juftly ex- 
pert to be utterly caft off. And thefe confiderati- 
ons are to be carried on, in all the other effefts and 
fruits of the Comforter; of which afterwards. And 
in this firft general effeft or work of the Holy 
Ghoft towards us, have we communion and fellow- 
(hip with him. The life and foul of all our com- 
forts lye treafurcd up in the promifes of Chrifl 
* They are the breafts of all our confolation. Who 
knows not how powerlefs they are in the bare let- 
ter, even when improved to the uttermoft,- by our 
confiderations of them, and meditation on tliem; as 
alfo how une^ipeftedly they fometimes break in u- 
pon the foul, with a conquering, endearing life and 
vigor; here faith deals peculiarly with the Holy 
Ghoft: it confiders the promifes themfelves; looks 
up to him, waits for him, confiders his appearan- 
ces : in the word depended on, owns him in his 
' work and efficacy. No fooner doth the foul begin 
to feel the life of a promife, warming his heart, re- 
lieving, cherifliing, fupporting, delivering from 
fear, entanglements, or troubles, but it may, it ought 
to know, that the Holy Ghoft is there; which will 
add to his joy, and lead him into fellowfliip with 
him. 

2. The next general work feems to be that of, 
John xvi. X4. The Comforter /hall glorify me f for he 
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^all receive of mine^ and Jhall Jheiv it imtQ ym^ 
The work of the Spirit is to glorify Chrift : whence 
by the way, we may fee how far that Spirit is from 
., being the comforter, who fets up himfelf in the 
y room of Chrift ; fuch a Spirit as faith. He is all him- 
^ felf]^ for as for him that fuflfered at Jerufalem, it is 
no matter that we trouble ourfelves about him : this 
Spirit is now all. This is not the Comforter; his 
work is to glorify Chrift, him that fends him. And 
this is an evident fign of^ falfefpirit; whatever its 
pretence be, if it glorify not that Chrift, who was 
now fpeaking to -his apoftles; and fuch are many 
that are gone abroad into the world. JBut what 
Ihall this Spirit do, that Chrift may be glorified, 
be Pally faith he, take ofmine^ what thefe things 
. are, is declared in the next verfe; all things that ' 
the Father hath are mine, therefore 1 iaid, he 
Jhall take of mine. It is not of the effencc, and cf- 
fential properties of the Father and Son, that our 
Saviour fpeiks; but of the grace which is commu- 
nicated to us by them. This Chrift calls ray things 
being the fruit of his purchafe and mediation: on 
which account he faith, all his Father's things aft 
his; that is, the things that the Father in his eter- 
nal love hath provided to be difpenfed in the blood 
of his Son,, all the fruits of eledion: thefe, faid 
he, the Comfoner ihall receive: that is, they ftiafl 
be committed unto him, to difpofe for your good 
and advantage, to the end before propoied. So it 
follows, he (hall ftiew or declare, and make them 
Jcnown to you. Thus then is he a Comforter. He 
reveals to the fouls of believers, the pood things 
of the covenant of grace, which the Fathfer hath 
provided, and the Son purchafed. He ftiews to us 
ttieircy, grace, forgivcncfs, righteoufnefs, accepta- 
tion 
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tion wrth God; lettetli us know that thefe arc the 
fhiogs of Chrift, which he hath procured for us^ 
fiiews themto us for our Gomforr and eftabliflimenr. 
Thefe thiui^^s, 1 fay, he effeftually declares to the 
foals of believers; and makes them know them for 
their o vn go<^d : know them as originally the things' 
of the Farher, prepared from eternity in his love 
and good- will; as purchafed for them by Chrift^ 
and laid up m ftofc m the coTenant of grace, foir 
their ufe. Then is Chrift magnified and grorified 
in their hearts : then they know what a Saviour and 
Redeemer he fs. A foul doth never glorify or ho-- 
nour Chrift upon a difcovery, or fenfe of the eter- 
nal redemption he hath purchafed for him, but it \% 
in him a peculiar effeft of the Holy Ghoft as our 
Comforter, l^o man can fay ^ thatjefus\ n the Lor<f 
but by the Holy Ghojl^ i Cor. xii. j. - 

3. He Jheds abroad the love ofGod'in'Our hearfsy 
Horn. V. 5. That it is the love of God? to us, not 
our love to God, which is her e intended; the context 
is fa clear, as nothing can* be added thereunto: now 
ibeloveof God is>either of ordination or of accepta?- 
tion : the love of his purpbfe to do us good, or the love 
of acceptation and approbation with him, both- thefe 
arc called the love of God- frequently in fcripture,, 
as I have declared. Now how can^ ihcfe be fhed a* 
Ivroad irv our hearts'? not in themfelves, but in a-fenfe^ 
of them; it) a fpiritual apprehenfionof them; eks- 
iecbutuifis thed abroad, the fame wxxrd that is ufedt 
concerning th<? Comforter being given us. Tit. ii. <?.. 
God ftieds him abundantly, or pours him on u^-;. 
•fo he ftieJs abroad, or pours out the love of God 
in our hearts. Not to in'ift on the expreffionM+»ich 
is metaphorical; the bufmefs is, that the Comforr- 
er gives a fweet and plentiful evidence and n.^rfua*- 
fion of the love of God to us, fuch as the foui i > ra- 
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Been, delighted, fetiated withal. This is his work, 
and he doth it efFedually. To give a poor finful 
Ibul a comfortable perfuafion^ afFef^ing it through- 
out, in all its faculties and aiFedions, that God in 
Jefus Chrift loves him, delights in him, is well 
pleafed with him, bath thoughis of tendcrnefs and 
kindnefs towards him; to give, 1 fay, a foul ao 
overflowingf fenfe hereof, is an unexpreflible mer- 

This we have in a peculiar manner by the Holy 
Ghoft it is his proper work: as all his works, arc 
works of love and kindnefs, fo this of communicat- 
ing a fenfe o^ the love of the Father, mixes,^felf 
with all the particulars of his adlings. And is we 
have herein peculiar communion with himfelf; fo 
by him we have communion with i6e Father; eveo 
in his love, which is thus {bed abroad in ourhearts: 
fo not only do we rejoice in, and glorify the Holy 
Qhoft which doth this work, but in him alfo whofc 
love it is. Thus it is al(o in refpefi of the Son; 
in his taking of bis, and^'ftiewing of it unto us, as 
was declared. What we have of heaven in this 
world, lyes herein : and the manner of our ft How- 
(hip with the Holy Ghoft on this account, falls in 
with what was fpoken before. 

4. Another efFeft we have of his, Rom. viii. i (J. 
The Spirit it/elf bears witnefs with ourfprits^ that 
w^e are the children of God. You know whofe chil- 
dren we are by nature; children of Satap, and of 
the curfe, or of wrath. By the Spirit we are put 
into another capacity, and are adopted to he the 
children of God, inafmuch as by receiving rflc Spi- 
rit of our Father, we become the children of our 
Father. Thence is he called, ver. 1 5. the Spirit 
9f adoption. Now fomctimes the foul, bccaufe it 

bath 
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hath fomcwbat remaining in it, of the principle that 
it had in its old condition, is put to qucftion, whether 
it be a child of God or no, and thereupon as in a 
thing of the greateft importance, puts in its claini, 
with all the evidences that it hath, to make good 
its title. The Spirit comes and bears witnefs in 
this cafe. An allufion it is to judicial proceedings 
in point of titles and evidences. The judge being 
fet, the perfon concerned lays his claim, produceth 
his evidences and pleads them; his adverfaries en- 
deavouring all that in them lies, to iavalFdate them^ 
and difanul his plea, and to caft him in his claims 
in the midft of the trial, a perfon of knovra and ap- 
proved integrity comes into the court, and gives 
teftimony full ard direSly on the behalf of the 
claimer, which flops the mouth* of all his adverfa- 
ries, and fills the man that pleaded, with joy and fa- 
tisfaftion. So it is in this cafe. The foul by the 
power of its own conference, is brought before the 
law of God; there a man puts in his plea, that he 
is a child of God, that he belongs to God's family^ 
and for this. end produceth all his evidences, ev^ry 
ihing, whereby faith gives him an intereft in God» 
Satan in the mean time oppofeth with all his might; 
fin and law.aflift him: many flaws are found in his 
evidences; the truth of them all isqueftioned, and 
the foul hangs in fufpencc as to the iffue. In the 
midft of the plea and conteft, the Comforter comes; 
and by a word of promife, or otherwife, overpours 
the heart with a comfortable perfuafion, (and bears 
-dow^all objeftions) that his plea is good aiid that 
he is a child of Qod. And therefore it is faid of 
him, when our fpirits are pleading their right anj 
title, He comes in and bears witnefs on our fide; 
at the fame time, enabling us to put forth afts of 
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filial obedience, ^kipd and child-like, which is cal- 
led, crying, Abba Father. Remembdr ftill the 
mmner of the Spirit's working before mentioned; 
that he doth it effeftually, voluntarily, and freely. 
Hence fometimes the difpute hangs long, the caufe 
is pleading many years; the law feems lometimes to 
prevail, fin and J^atan to rejoice, and the poor foul 
is filled with dread about its inheritance, perhaps 
it? own witnefs, from its ftiih, fanftification, for- 
mer experience, keeps up the plea with fome life 
and comfort; but the work is not done, the con- 
Gueft is not fully obtained, until the Spirit wha , 
worketh freely and effeflually, when and how he 
will, comes in with his teftimony alfb; cloathing his 
power with a word of promife, he makes all par* .. 
ties concerned to attend unto him, and puts an end 
to the controveffy. 

Herein he gives us holy comnjunion with him- 
felf. The foul knows his voice when he (peaks; 
nee hominem fonat. There is fomething too great 
in it, to be the' effeft of ,a*created power. When 
the Lord Jefus Qirift, at one word {tilled the ra- 
ging of the fea and wind, all that were with him, 
knew there was divine power at hand, Mat. iv. 39. 
and when the Holy^ Ghoft by one word ftills the 
tumults and ftorms that are raifed jn the foul, giv- 
iH2[ it an immediate calm and fecurity, it know^hi^ 
divine power, and rejoices in his prefence. 

5. He feals us. We arejealedby the holy Spirit f^ 
of promife^ Eph. i. 1 5. and grieve not the holy Spi- 
rit whereby you zr^fealedto the day of redemption^ 
chap. iv. 30.. I am pot very clear in the certain pe- 
culiar intendment of this Metaphor, what I am 
perfuaded o^ the mind of God in it, I (hall briefly 
impart. In a feal two things Jire confidered, i. Th( 
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nature of it, 2. The ufe of it. The nature of 
fealing confifts in the imparting of the image or 
charafter of the feafto the thing fealed : this is to 
feal a thing; to ftamp the charaftcr of the feal on 
it. In this fenfe the effefhial communication of 
the image of God unto us, ftiould be our fettling. 
The Spirit on believers fe^lly communicating the 
image of God in righteoufnefs and true hoUaeis 
unto ^he foul, fealeth us. To have this ftamp of 
the Holy Ghoft, fo as to be an evidence unto the 
foul that it is accepted with God, is to be fcaled 
by the Spirit; taking the metaphor from the na- 
ture of fealing. And in this fenfe is our. Saviour 
faid to be fcaled of God, John vi. 2 7. even from 
that impreffion of the pov^er, wifdom and majefty 
of God that he had upon him in the difcharge 
of his office. 

2. The end of fealing is twofold, i. To con- 
firm or ratify any grant or conveyance made in writ- 
ing; in fuch cafes men fet their feals to make good 
and confirm their grants,' and when this is done 
they are" irrecoverable. Or to confirm the tcftimo- 
ny that is given by any one of the truth of any 
thing. Such was the manner among the Jews: 
when anyone had given true witnefs uatp any thing 
or matter, and it was received by the judges; they 
inftantly fet their feals to it, to confirm it in judg- 
ment. Hence it is faid, that he who receives the 
teftinvony ofChrifi^ fets to his fed that God is true^ 
John iii. 3 3. The promife is the great grant «nd 
conveyance of life and falvation in Chrift to the 
fouls of believers. That we may have full affur- 
ance^ of the truth and irrecoverablenefs of the pro- 
mife; God gives us the Spirit to fatisfie our hearts 
of it; and thence is he faid to feal us; by affuring 
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purTieirts of thofc promifcs, and tfieir ftalnljty;, 
Ipliit though many expofitors go this way, 1 do not 
¥ce bow tSs can confift with the very meaning dF the . 
rword| it is not faid that the promue is jfealed, biit 
*that we are fealed, and when we feal a deed or grant 
Ito my one, we do not fay the man is fealed, but the 
ijeed 0£grai!ft. ,. , . 

.2, T6 appropriatet ^iftinguifli tH" keep fafe 
this is the end of fealih^; men fet their feals on 
that, which they appropriate, and defire to keep 
iafe for therhrelves: fo evidently in this fenfe, ate 
the fervants #<3od i^id to lae fealed, Rev, vlu 4. 
that is> marke<i with God's marie, as his peculiar 
<)nes, fpi" this fealing anfweirs to the fetting of a 
liaark, Eiek ix. then, are bdievers iealed when 
they are marked for GcA^ to be heirs olF the pur-* 
chafed inheritance, and to be prcfei*ved to the day 
of redemption. Now if thU be the fealing intend- 
ifedi it denotes iiot aQ aft of fenfe in the heart, but of 
-Jcciirity to the perfon; the Father gives the eleft 
liito the hands of Chrift to be redeemed, having 
redeemed them in due ti^e, tliey are called by the 
^piritj and n\arked fpr .God, and fo give up them* 
felvcs to the hands of the Father. 

If you a|k now which of thefe fenfes is chic&y 
intended in this, expreffibh of oiir being fealed by 
the Holy Ghoft; I anfwer tKe firft, not excluding 
the other; we art fealed to the day of redemption, 
. y^heii from the ftanipi image, and charafter of the 
Spirit uppri pui* fouls, we have a freflb fenfe of the 
love, of God given to us iVith a comfortable per* 
fuafibh of our Acceptation with him. But of this 
whole matter 1 have treated at large elfewhere. 

Thus then the-^Holy Ghdfl:, communicates unto 

us his own likehcls, which is alfo the image of the 
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Father and the Son. We are changed into this /- 
mage by the Lord the Spirit^ 2 Cor. iii. 18. And 
herein he brings us into felldwfliip with himfelf. 
Our likenefs to hinj, gives us boldnefs with him : 
his work we look for, his fruits we pray for; and 
when any efFeft of grace, any difcovery of the image 
of Chrift implanted in us, gives us a perfuafiori of 
our being feparated and (ex apart for God, we have 
a communion with him therein. 

6. He is an earneft unto us, 2 Cor. i. 22. He 
hfith given the earneft of the Spirit in our hearts^ 
chap. V. 5. who alfo hath given unto us the earneft 
of the the Spirit ; as alfo Eph. i; 13, 14. Te are 
fealed with that holy Spirit of promife^ which is the 
earneft of our inheritance. In the two former pla- 
ce?, we are faid to have the earneift of the Spirit, 
in the latter the Spirit is faid to be our earneft,of the 
^.Spirit then m the firfl place is as we hy Genitivus 
materia ; denbting not the caufe but the thing itfelf; 
not the author of the earned, but the matter of it. The 
Spirit is our earneft, as in the laft place is expreffed. 
The confideration of what is meant by the Spirit 
here, and what is meant by an earneft will give forae 
infight in to this privilege, which we receive by the 
Comforter. - 

.1. What grace, what gift of the Spirit is intend- 
ed by this earneft ? fome have made enquiry, I fup- 
pofe to no purpofe. It is the Spirit himfelf per- 
fonally confidered, that is faid to be this earneft, 
2 Cor. i. 2 '2. Jt is God hath given the earneft of 
the Spirit in pur hearts; an expreffion direftly an- 
fvvering that of Gal. iv. 6. God hath fent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts ; that is the per- 
fon'of the Spirit, for nothini^r elfe can be called the 
Sprit of hii Son} and in Eph. i. 14. he hath gi* 

" ven 
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ven the Spirity which isJhat earne/I, The Spirit' 
-hinifelf of promifeis this earneft. In giving us this 
[Spirit he gives us this earneft. 

2. An earneft it \s arraboriy neither the Greek, 
nor the Latin have any word to exprefs direftly 
what is here intended. The Latins have made 
weirds for it, from that exprefled here in the Greeks, 
arrha and arrabo. The Greek word is but the 
Hebrew herabon which as fome conceive came a- 
niongft them, by the Tyrian merchants being a 
word of trade ; it is by fome rendered in Latin, 
pignuSy a pledge, but this cannot be here intended. 
A pledge is that property which any one gives, or 
leaves in the cuftody of another to aflure him that 
he will give him, or pay him fome other thing, in 
the nature of that which we call a pawn. Now 
the.thipg, that is here intended, is a part of 'that * 
"Which is to come, and but a part of it according to 
the trade ufe af the word, whence the metaphor 
is taken, it is excellently rendered in our language 
an earneft. An earneft is part of the price of any 
thing, or part of any griWit, given before hand to 
affiire the perfon to whom it is given, that at the 
appointed feafon he fhall receive the whole that \% 
promifed him* 

That a thing be an earneft, it is required, K^Thaf 
- it be part of the whole of the fame kind and nature 
with it. As we do give fo much money in earneftr 
to pay fo much more. 2. That it be a confirmati- 
on of a promife and appointment; firft the whole i^ 
promifed, then the earneft is given for the goocJ 
f and trne performance of that promife. 

Thus the Spirit is this earneft. God gives us the 

promife of eternal life. To confirm this to us, he 

K k z giveths 
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. giveth u$ his Spirit, which is as the firft part of the 
promifc, to fccurc us of the whole. Mence. he 
* faid'to be the carneft of the inheritance that 15^ 
promifed, and pnrchafed. And it may be coofider- 
cd how it may be laid to be an earneft on the part 
of God, who givesi him, and on the part of believ- 
ers who receive him. 

1. He is an earneft on the part of God, in that. 
God gives him as a choice part of the inheritance 
itfelf ; and of the feme kind with the whole, as aa 
earneft ought to be. The full inheritance pro-' 
mifed, is the fullnefs of the Spirit in the enjoyment 
of God. When that Spirit which is given us in this^ 
world Ihall have perfeftly taken away ail fin and; 
forrow, and ft^all have made us able to en^y the ^ 
glory of God in his prefence, that is the full inhe- 
ritance promifed. So that the Spirit given us for 
the fitting of us for enjoyment of God in fomei- 
meafure, whilft we are here, is the earneft of the 
whole. 

2. God doth it to this purpofe, to.aflln^e us and 
fecure us of the inheritance ; having given us fd 
many fecurities without " us, his word; prx>mifeg, 
covenant, oath, the revelation and difcovery of his 
faithfulnefs, and immutability in them all: he.ii 
pleafed alfo gracioufly to give us one with in us, Tfa^ 
Yw.i^m that we may have all the fecurity we are 
capable of; what can more be done? he hath givett 
us of the holy Spirit; in him the firft fruits of glo 
ry, the utmoft pledge of his love ; the earneft oi 
all. . ' ' ' " 

2. On the part of believers, he is an earneft, in 
that he gives theift all acquaintance with, i. The 
love of GocI; their acceptation with him makes 
knowri to them their favour in his fighti^that he is 

their 
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their Father, and will deal with them as with chil- 
.dren, and confequently that the inheritance (hall be 
theirs. He fends his Spirit into our hearts, crying,. 
Abba Father^ Galr iv. 6. and what is the inference 
of believers from hence,, ver. 7. then we are noir 
fervantSy but fins y and if fins ^ then heirs of God;: 
the feme apoftle agaia Ronk- Tiii; \ j. If children 
then heirs ; heirs ^ God and joint heirs with Chrijt.- 
On that perfbafion of the Spirit, that we ar^ chil- 
dren, the inference is, then beir^j. heirs of God, and- 
^int heirs with Chrift. We have then a right to an^ ' 
inheritance aod evi<5tion of it. This is the ufe thei]^ 
we have of it ^ even the Spirit perfuading us of our ' 
Ibnfliip, and acceptation with God our Father. AncB '' 
what is this inheritance df glory? if we fuffer with< 
him, we fliall be. glorified together.. And that thc- 
Spirit is given for this end is attefled,^ i Jolin iij,. 

24. Hereby we knofjouy that he abideth in us, by the: 
Spirit which he hat^h given us^ Theapoftle is- 
fpcaking of our union with God,, which he ex— 
prefTeth in the words foreeoing^ He that k-eepeth- 
his commandments dwellet^h in him; andheinhimi^ 
Of that unioa elfewhere :. now this we know froim 
fience, evea by the Spirit which he hath given us./ 
The Spirit acquaints us with ir; not that w« have- ' 
fuch' an acquaintance,, bur that, the argument is^^ 
good and conclufive in iifelf ;. we have of theSpi- 
rit, therefore he dwells in us,, and we in' him;: be- 
caufe indeed his dwelling in us,, is by that Spirit,* 
and our intered in. him is from. thence j, a fenfe of" 
this he giveth as he pleaferh^. 

, 2; The Spirit being given as an eameff;- ac- 
quainis believers with their inheritance,- i Goniii^ 
9,.. 10.. As an earned being pan of the whole;. gives* 
'.. ^\ 3. ^ knawv? 
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knowlcgc of it, fo doth the Spirit as io fundrypar- 
titulars might be demonftrated. 

So is he in all refpefts compleatly an eameft r 
given of God, received by m, as the beginning of ^ 
onr inheritance, and the afitirance of it. So much 
as we have of the Spirit, fo much we have of heaven, - 
in perfe^ enjoyment, and fo much evidence of its ' 
future fullnefe; Under' this apprehenfion of him 
in the difpenfatioil of grace, da believers receive 
him, and rejoice in him ; every gracious felf evi- 
dencing aft of his in their hearts, they rejoice in^ 
as a drop from- heaven, and long for the ocean of 
it; Not todrive every effeft of grace to this ifrue,^ 
to negleft the work of the Holy Ghofl; in us, and ' 
towards us. 

There remains oiily that a difference be in a few ^ 
tvords affigned Between believers receiving the Spi- 
rit, as an earneft of the whole inheritance; andhy* 
p([)crites, tafting of the powers of the world to come» 
Heb. V. 6. A tafte of the powers of the worU to ' 
come, feems to be the fame with the earndft of the ^ 
inheritance. But, 

i4 That by the powers of the world to come in 
that place, is intended the joys of heaven, there is 
-indeed no ground to imagine ; they are no where * 
fo called, nor doth it fuitably exprefs the glory that^ 
fliall be revealed, which we (hall be made partakers * 
o£ It is doubtlefs the miniftry of the ordinances' 
and difpenfations of the times of the gofpel (thercf^* 
called by the Hebrews according to their own idiom) ' 
the powers or ofreat effeftual things of the world to * 
come; thaf is intended. But,- 

2. Suppofe that by the powers of the world to 
come the glory of heaven is intended; there Is a wide" 
diScience bciween taking a vaailhing taftc of it our-^ 

^ .fclvcs 
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ielve$, and. receiving an abiding earncft from Godf 
, to take a tafte of the things of heaven, and to have. 
t|iena afiured of God^ as fr^n his love d^er great* 
ly. A hypocrite may have his thoughts Faifed to; 
ai great deal of joy and contentment in tht confide* 
ration of the good things ©f the kingdom of God^ 
fora,feafon, confidering the things. in themfclves^ 
tut the Spirit as he is. an eameft gives us a pledge of 
tfiem as provided for ns in the love of God and 
purchafe of his Son Jefus Chrift.. This by the 
way.. • • . - . f^ 

7. The Spirit anoints befievers, We are anointy 
ed by the Spirit^ , % Con 'n. 11. we have an unition^ 
Jrom the holy One^ and me know all things^ i John, 
H. 20. and ven 27. I cannot intend to run this ex- 
. preffion up to its rife, and original; alfo I have done 
ic; elfewhere,. The ufe of unftions inThe Judaical 
church,the meaning and intendment of the types at-' 
tended therewith. The ofikes that men were confe- 
crated unto thereby, are at the bottom of this ex- 
preffion^ nearer the unftion of Jefus Chrift, fronv^ 
whence he is called Meffiah, and the Chrift, the 
whole performance of his office of Mediatorfhip, ^ 
being call^ his aiioiriting, Dan. ix. As to his fur** 
nlfliment for it, concurs hereunto. Chrift is faid^ 
to be anointed with the oil of gladnefs abirve his fel'-\ 
ioY^sl Heb. i. 9, which is the fanie with thaf of^ 
John iii, 54. God gave him not the Spirit by ptea^ , 
Jkre. W/e ^ho have the Spirit by meafure, arq. 
anointed with the oil of gladneifsj Chrift hath the ^ 
fuilnefs of the Spirit, whence our meafure is com- , 
niunicated, fo he is anointed above us, that in all 
things . he may have the pre-eminence. How^' 
Chrift was anointed with the Spirit to his three- 
fold office, of King, Priefl aad Prophet;, how by, | 
' " ■ ' .' 'n ' fVertuc 

Digitized by LjOOQlis^ 



4^4 Communion with the Holy Ghoji. Ch, IIL 

virtue of an unftion whh the fame Spirit dwelling 
in him, and us, we become robe interefted in thefe 
offices of his, and are made alfo kings, prieils, and 
prophets to God, is known, and would be matter 
of a long difcourfe to handle, and my defiga is only 
to communicate the things treated of^ 

1 fhall only therefore fix on one place, where the 
commuttic'ations of theSpiritin this unftion of Chrift 
are enumerated, of which in our meafure from him,, 
and wkh hhn, by this unftion^ we are made par- 
takers: and that is Ifa. xi. 2, 3. The Spirit rf t he- 
Lord Jf^all rejl upon hlm^ the Spirit of ivifdom and 
underjlandingj the Spirit of c&uncil and mighty the 
Spirit of knowlegej and^of the fear of the Lordy &c. 
Many of the endowments of Chrift, from the Spi- 
rit wherewith be was abundantly anoiiited^ are here 
recounted. Principally thefe of wifdom, council,, 
and underftatidmg, are rnfifted on : on ihe account 
whereof, all the treafures of wifdom and knowlege 
are faid to- be in him, Col. ii. 3 . and thougli this be but 
fome part' of the furniture of J efus Chrift, for the' 
difcharge of his officer yet it Is fuch, as wheix, our 
anointing to the fame purpofe is mentioned, it ifr 
faid peculiarly on the cffcfting of ytuch quallficaii' 
oris as thefe J fo John ii^ 22, 27. the work of the* 
anointing,, fs to teaich ts* The Spirit therein, is- 
- a Spirit of wifdom and under/landing, of council,, 
knowlege and quick underflanding in the fear of 
the Lord. So was the great promife of the Com- 
forter, that he ftiould teach us, John xiv. 26. that: 
he ftiould guide us into all truth, chap. xvi. 1 3. This* 
of. teaching us the mind and will of God,, in the; 
manner w^herein we are taught it by the Spirit,, 
our Comforter, is an. eminent part of our unflioui 
by him, which* only I Ihall inftance in. Give rac 
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leave tp, % tbcpc k a t^i;^cfeW tf ^chjijeg by the 
Spirit. 

* !• A t^aGhing bj the Spir^it 9? GopyiSien an^i 
illumination; iq thp Spirit te^acheth tfe^ \YQrld, thaj^ 
is, mapyiait, Ipy the prc2|chiag of tj>e 'Word, ais.he 
i^ ptomjifed ta do, Jpho 5^yi, 8^ 

2. A teaching by the Spirit of ftpftificaitioiy 
opening blind eyes, giyiag ^ uqw undcrftandilDg 
fliinmg into our hearts|> to gi\?e. 14s a knqwlegc of 
the glory of God, in the face of Jefos Chrift, en- 
abling us, to receive fpiritual things in, a fpiritua^. 
hght, I Cor. ii. 8. giving a faving liUQwJege of the 
^iftery of the gofpel \ apd tjii? ia feveta)E dpgrce^ 
h common to all believers. 

5, A teaching by the Spirit of confolatjon, majc-. 
Mig fwect, ufefiaf, and joyful to, the ioul the djfcor 
i[eries that are made of the mind and wiU of <5od ivt^ 
the light of the Spirft of fanQification. Here the oil; 
of the Spirit is called theoiJof gladnefs. Thatwhich^ 
ferings joy and gladnefs with it; a;id the name of 
Chrift thereby difcovei^ed,. is a. fvifeet Qintment 
floured forth, that caufeth fouls to r^u after him^ 
t^ith joy and deh'ght. Cant, i, 2. We fee it by dajly^ 
experience, that very n)any have little tafte and^ 
/weetnefs and relifti iu their fouls of thofe truth$^ 
tvhich yet they favingly Icnow and belieye: but 
when we are taught by this unftioo, Oh how fweet 
is every thing we know, of God ? As WjC may fee 
nx the place of John, where mention is made, of the 
teaching of this unftion, it' refpefls. peculiarly^ 
the Spirit teaching of qs the Ipve of God in. Chrift^ 
the ihining of his countenance, which ^s ^avid 
fpeaks, puts gladncfe into our hearts, Efal, iv^ 

We 
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We have this then by the Spirit, he teacheth ns 
of the love of God in Chrifl^ he makes every gof- 
pel truth as wine well refined to our fouls, and the 
^ood things of ir, to be a feaft of fat things; gives 
us joy and gladnefs of heart with all that we know 
of God, which is the gteat prefervative of the foul 
to keep it'clofe to truth. The apollle fpeaks of • 
oiir teaching by thi§ unflion, as the means where- 
by we are preferved from feduftion. Indeed to 
know any truth in the power, fweetnefs, joy and 
gladnefs of it, is that great fecurity of the fouKs 
conflancy in the prefervation and retaining of it. 
'They will readily change truth for error, who find 
no. more fweetnefs in the one than in the other. I 
muft crave the reader's pardon, for my brief paf- 
fing over ihefe great things of the gofpel: my pre- 
. fent defign is rather to enumerate, than to unfold 
them. This one work of the Holy Ghoft might 
it be purfued, would require a fuller difcourfe than 
I can allot unto the whole matter in hand. All the 
privileges we enjoy, all the dignity and hoijour we 
are inverted withal, our whole dedication unto God> 
our nobility and royalty, our intereft in all church- 
advantages, aad approaches to God in worihip, our 
feparation from the.world, the name whereby we 
are called, the liberty we enjoy, all flow from this 
head, are all branches of this effeft of the Holy 
Ghoft. 1 have mentioned only our teaching by 
this unftion : a teaching that brings joy and glad- 
nefs with it, by giving the heart a fenfe of the' 
truth wherein we are inftrufted. When we find 
any of the good truths of the gofpel, coixic home 
to our fouls, with life, vigor, and power; giv-^ 
ujg us gladnefs of heart, transforming us into the 

image 
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image and likcflefe of it, the Holy Ghoft is then at 
his work, is pouring out of his oil. 

We ha?e adoption alfo by the Spirit, hence he 
is called the Spirit of adoption; that is either, he 
!who is given to adopted ones, to fecure them of it, 
to. beget in their hearts a fenfe and perfuafion of 
the Father's adopting love; or elfe to give them the 
privilege itfelf, as is intimated John i. 12. Neither 
is that oppofite hereunto which we have, Gal. ir, 
,6v for God may fend the Spirit of fupplication into 
our hearts, becaufe we are fons, and yet adopted 
by his Spirit. But of this elfe where. 

He is nlfo called the Spirit of fupplication, under 
which notion he is promifed, Zech. xii. 10. and how 
he affefts that in us, is declared, Rom. viii. 26, 27. 
and Gil. iv. 6. and we are thence faid to pray in the 
-Holy Ghoft. Our prayers may be confidered two 
ways. - * 

1. As a fpiritual duty required of us by God; 
and fo they are wrought in us by the Spirit of fanc- 
tification, which helps us to perform all our duties, 
l>y exalting aH the faculties of the foul for the f|u- 
ritual difcharge of their refpeftive offices in them. 

2. Asa means of retaining communion with God, 
whereby we fweetly eafe our hearts in the bofom of 
'the Father, and receive in refrefliing taftes cf his 
love. The foul is never more raifed with the love 
of God, than when by the Spirit taken into intimate 
communion with him, in the difcharge of this du- 
ty: and therein it belongs to the Spirit of confola- 
tipn, to the Spirit promifed as a Comforter. And 
this is the next thing to be confidered in our com- 
munion with the Holy Ghoft; namely, What are 
the peculiar efFefts which he worketh in us, and 
towards us, being fo bcftowed oa us, as was de- 
clared, 
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clared, and working ih the way and maiiher mfift- 
cd on. Now ttefe il-e, life bringing Ac prdmifes 
bf Chrift to remembrance, gldrifyiiig llim in our 
feearrs, fliedding abroad the love 6F &dd in liis, wit^ 
neffing with us, as to oiir fpiritual cftatc tod coh- 
dicion, fealing u§ to the diy xA redemption; being 
the earneft of our inheritance, ahoJntihg us witn 
Iprivilegcfs as to cheir confolatldb, tonfirreiitig mt 
adoption, and being prefent with us in onr fiippff- 
iatidns. Here is the Wifdom of faiths to find oiit 
and meet with the Comforter in all thefe things; 
iiot to Jofc their fweetnefs, by lying in the dark to 
their Author; nbr coming mort of the rdtums 
Which iire required of u^ 

P e« A R It- 

j^he getter ai cehjequehtes in ih'e hearts vj Mii^rs^ 
of the effhits of the Holy Ghofi befire merdkned. 
CohfotMony it's adjunits, Peace^ joy^ bow it is 
nJOrdugbi immediately, mediately^ 

HAvirig prdceeded kbus fat ih difcoVering the 
way of our communion with the Holy Ghoft, 
stud infifi^d 6n the ttioft iloble ^nd known effefts that 
iie producetiv, it i-femainis that it be declared, what 
federal colifdquehts of thdfc effe^ there arc 
broiight forth ih thfe hearts of believers; ind fo 
We (hall it l^aft haie made memioh of tlie maift 
heads of his difpetifatioh, and >^ork in the oecono; 
tfiy of gracfe. N(M thefe, as with th^ former, I 
(bail do little mbte thah riaifae ; it being not at all 
iu my defigtl, to hindle tka natdr es of thcni, but 

only 
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^<only to {hew what rcfpefls they bear to the bufinefs 
in hand. 

Confolation is the firft of thefe* The difclples 
-^wualked in the fear of the Lord, and in the confolati* 
€m of the hcly Ghoft^ Afts ix. 3 [, He is oparakletos^ 
^nd he %vt^ parakleftn from his work towards us, 
ajDd in us, wc have comfort and confolation. This 
is the firft general confequeiit of his difpenfation 
and work. When ever. there is mention made. 
of romfort and confolation in the fcripture givea 
to the faints, (as there is moft frequently,) it is the 
proper confequentof the work of t^e Holy Ghoft, 
towards thenu Comfort or confolation in general,! 
is the fetiing and compofing of the foul in reft and 
content ednefs> in the midft of, or from troubles, by 
the confideration or prefence, of fom6 good where- 
in it is interefted, outweighing the evil, trouble, or 
perplexity that it hath to wreftle withal. Where 
nientiofa is made of comfort and confolation proper- 
ly fo called, there is relation to trouble or perplex- 
ity ; fo the apoftle, i Cor. i. 5, 6. As thefuffirings of 
Chrijt abound in m^ fo our confolatton alfo abound^ ^ 
cth by Chrij}. SuflFering and confolation are op- 
pofed ; the latter being a relief againft the formtr ; 
fo are all the promifes of comfort, and all the ex- 
-preffions of it in the Old and New Teftament, 
i ftill propofed as reliefs againft troub!e. ^ 

And as 1 faidi confolation arifeth from the pre- 
fence or confideration of a greater *G(^, that out- ^f'^^^ 
ballances the evil, or perplexity wherewith we are 
to contend. Now in the effefls or acls of the Holy 
Ghoft before mentioned, ly all the fprings of our 
confolarion. There is no comfort but from them; 
and there is no trouble, that w-e may not have 
comfort in, and againft, by. them: that a man may 
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have confolation in any condnion, nothing is requir- . 
ed, but the prefence of a gciod, rendering the evil, . 
^vherewith he is prefledjinconiiderable to him. Sup- 
pofe a man Under the greateft calamity that can pof-. 
fibly befal a childof G^, or a confluen(:eof all thofe 
evils numbered by Paul, Rom. viii. 38. &c. Let this 
man have the Holy Ghoft, performing the works 
mentioned before toward him, and in defpight of 
all his evil, his confofatioris will abound. Suppofe 
him to have a fenfe of the love of God all the while 
fbed abroad in his heart, a clear witnefs within that 
hfe is a child of God, accepted with him, that he is 
fealed and markfed of God for his own, that he is an 
heir of all the proraifes of God, and the like, it is 
impoflible that man fhould not triumph in a,ll his 
tribulations. ^ 

. From this rife of all our confolation, are thofe 
defcriptions which we have of it in xhe fcripturc, 
from its properties and adjnnfts: as firft, it is a- 
bidins:,. thence it is called everlafling confoldtion. 
2 Their ii. 16. God our Father, which hath loved 
us, and given us eyerl^fting confolation; that is 
comfort, that vanifheth not; and that becaufe.it 
rifeth from everlafling things. Th^re may be fome 
perifhing comfort given for a little feafon byperifli- 
jniTthing:^: but abiding confolation, which we have 
by the Holy Ghoft, is from thin tjseverlafting.. Ever^ 
laftincr love, eternal redemption, an everlajfting in- 
heritance. . .].> \ 

2. Strong,- Heb* vi. 18. That i be heirs of ith^ 
promife fhould receive ftrong confolation. As ftrong 
oppofition lies fometimes againft us, and trouble^ 
whofe bands are ftrong, fo is our confolation ftrong^; 
it abounds and is unconquerable, it is fuch, as will 
make its way through all oppofition, it confirm?, 

corro- 
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corrobtwatres, and ftrengthens the heart under kny 
' eviJ, It fortifies the foul, and makes it able chear* 

• fully to trnder go any thing that it is called unto, 
'and that becaufe it is from him who is ftrodg. . 

3. It \% precious. Hence the apoftle makes it 

the great motive unto obedience^ 'which he exhorts 

the Philippians unto, chap. ii. 1. if there be any con^ 

folation ittChrifl: if you i^ any efteem and yalu- 

ation upon. this, precious mercy of cbnfolation in 

" ChriftV by thofe comforts, let it be/o with you. 

And' this isr'the firft general confequerit in the 

• hearts of believers, of thofe great e&^s of the 

Holy Ghoft before mentioned : now this iis (o large 

'andvComprehenfive, comprizing fb many of our 

^concernments in our "walking with God, that the 

Holy Ghoft recdves his denominarion, : ais to the 

'whole woik he hath to perforin for us from hence; 

^''ht is the' Comforter ; as Jefus Chrtft, from the 

%oitk of' redemption and fatvation; fs theRedeem- 

'cr and Saviour of his dhurcfr. Now as we haive no 

confolation but from the Holy Ghoft r ,fo. all his 

''cffefts towards us, have certainly this confequent 

more or lefs in us. Yea, I'dare fay; whatever we 

have in the kinds of t^e things before mcntionecV 

that brings not confotacron with itj in the root at 

leaft, if not in the ripe fruit, is not of the Holy 

Ghoft. The way whereby comfort iffues cat frorfi 

thofe works of his, belongs to particular cales; The 

'^fello^^flifp we have with him, confffts in no fmall 

portion of it, in the confolation we receive froitl' 

him, Thfs gives w% a valuation of hi^ love; teach- 

cth whether to make appfrcations in our diftrefsj 

whom to pay for, to pray to> whom to wait upom 

in perplexities; 

2. Peace arifeth hence alfo, Rom. xv. 31. T;5^' 
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Codofhc^efillym with ali peace in believing^ that 
you may abound in hope through the power of the Ho* 
ly Ghojl. The power of the Holy Ghoft, is not 
only extended to hope, but to our peace alfo in be- 
lieving. So it is in the connexion of ihofc promi* 
fes, xi?. 2<J, 27. / will give you the Comforter : and 
what then? what follows that grant? peace^ taiih 
he, / leave with you, my peace I give unto you. 
Nor doth Chrift otherwile leave )iis peace, or give 
his peace unto them, but by beftowing the Comfort- 
er on them. The peace of Chrift, confifts in the 
fouls fenfe of its acceptation with God in friendflhip. 
So is Chrift faid to be our Peace, Epb. ii. 14. by 
flaying the enmity between God and us, and in tak- 
ing away the handwriting, that was againft uj, 
Rom, v. 1. beingjuftified by faith, we have peMce 
with God. A comfortable perfuaCon of our {Accep- 
tation with God in Chrift, is the bottom of this 
peace, it enwraps deliverance from eternal wrath, 
hatred, curfe, cc«)demnatioH ; all fweetly affeiling 
the foul and confcience, . . 

And this is a branch from the fame. root witli 
that foregoing; a confequenjt of the effe^ of the 
Holy Ghoft before mentioned. Suppofe a m» 
chofen m the eternal love of the Father, redeem- 
ed by the blood of the Son; and juftified freely by 
the grace of God, fo that he hath a right to all 
jthe promifes of the gofpel; yet this perfon canby 
JQo reafonings or arguings of his own heart, by no 
fonfiderations of the promifes ihemfelvc$, nor of 
the love of God, or grace of Chrift in thero,^ be 
brought to any eftablifliment in peace, until it be 
produced in him, as a fruit and confequent of the 
work of the Holy Ghoft in him, and towards him. 
Peace is the fruit of the Spirit, Gal v. 22. the fa- 
vour 
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Tour of the Spirit is life and peace, Rom. viii. 6. alii 
we have is From feim, and by himv 

3. Joy alfai® of thfe ntimbcf. Tfie Spirit as2 
was iQiewed, is called the oilof gladnefsy Heb. i; 10^. 
his atioiiitrng brings gladnefs with it, Ifa; xli; 3. the* 
^itrfj^fo'' tfiotirning. The kingdom of God is: 
righteoufncfs, peace,, and Joy in the Holy Ghoft,, 
Rom. xiv. 17. 1 ThciT. i. 6. Received ^be gefpet^ wtth 
joy in the Holy Ghoft; with joy ^ as Peter tells be?- 
lievers, mifftalable, and full of glory^, i Pet. £ 8- 
To give joy to the hearts of believers, is eminent- 
ly the work of the Comforter; and this he doth fey^ 
the particulars before ipftaneed ifl jT that rejoicing; 
hi hope of the glory of God\ mentioned, Rom' v. iii. 
which carries'the foul through any tribulation ivem 
with glbr)^ii!g, haih^its rrfe in tl^e Spirjt^sjhedding^ 
^road the live of God in mr hearts, ver. 5. Now 
there ar€ two ways, whereby the Spirit workeih thisi 
joy iir the hearts of Believers.. 

I; He deth it immediatery by fiimfelf;. witHoue 
tfte Gonfideratron of any otiierafc, 01? works of Hi?,,, 
ep the interpofition ©f any reaft)nings>, op dedufti- 
ens, and conelufions ; as iti fanftification, he is a' well 
ef water fpringing up ih the foul, immediately ex^ . 

• crting his efficacy, and'refrefliment : foin confblation,, 
he immediately works the foul, and mmds of mem 
toa joyftilrejoicing,.and fpiritual-frame, filling-tfieni\ 
with exultation and gladnefs ,' nor thar this arifest 
from our reflex, Gonfideration of the love of God;; 
But rather gives^ occafion thereunto: when hefo* 
fceds^ abroad tile loveof Godwin our Heart^,.and fo> 

• filling them wi^H gladhefe by an immediate' a^ andl 

• operation (as He cau fed John Baptiff,.rolfeapforjby^ 
' ih the womb, upon the approach of iHe motbcr of- 

Jtfus-), Tfce.a doth ih^ feuleveri from lymcQiimfe^y^ 
*'••> £* 1 i' ^ , i/eii^-' 
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itfclf to a confideiation pf tht fe?c of God^ whence 
joy and rejoicing doth alfo flow. Of this joy there 
is no acooum to be given, hat that the Spirit wprk- . 
cth it, when, and how he will; he fecretly iafufethr 
and didills it into the foul, prevailing ag^nft all 
fears, and forrows, filling it with gladnefs^ exukati- 
ons, and fometimes with unfpeak^ble raptures of 
mind. 

2. Mediatelyby his other works towards US. He 
gives a fenfe of the love of God, with our adopti^ 
on and acceptation with him: and on the confide^ 
ration thereof, enables us to receive it. Let what 
hath been fpoken of his operations towards us be 
confidercd, what durance he gives us of the love 
of ifi[od> what life, power, and fecurity, what^edgi^ 
of our eternal welfare, and it will be eafily perc^iv»- 
cd, that he lays a fufficient foundation of this joy, 
and gladnefs : not that we are able upon any ration- - 
al confideration,dedufHon,or conclufion, that we can 
make from the things mentioned, toaffeft our h^rts 
with the joy, and gladnefs intended: it is left no 
lefs the proper worL of the Spirit to do it from 
hence and by the intervenience of thefe confiderati- 
ons, then to do it immediately without them. This 
procefs of producing joy in the heart we have, 
Pfal. xxiii. 5, 6. thtm amintefi my head'O^tth oil Hence 
I is the conclufion, as in the way of txnhmon./urefy 
goodnefs and mercy (hallfolbm me. D( this effeli: 
of the Comforter fee, Ifa. xxxv-. throughout. 

4. Hope alfo is an efFeft of thofe workings of 

the Holy Ghoft in us, and towards us, Rom. xv. i g. 

. thefe I fay are the general confequents of the eflfefts 

. of the Holy Ghoft upon the hearts of believers; 

whicli if we might confider them in their offspring, 

with all the branches ihat* flioot out from them, in 

exut 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



iJM. V. Limmunwn wito im noiy uj9^r. 415 

exultatiooi, affursnce, boldnefs, coafideoce, expeccar 
tion, glory iag, a^djtbc likci it would appear how 
far <mr whole commuaion with God is iB&ieoced 
by theni : but I only laante the heads.of things, and 
haileu to what remaios; it is the general and par* 
dcular way of our ccMsmunion with the Holy Ghoft^' 
that Ihould nextly cnfue* but tl^t fome other cw-* 
fideracions pecdiarily do here int;erpofe themfelves* 



C H A P. V. 

Some ebjirvations andinftrmces frm difcmirfufan^ 
going cmceming the Spirit. The, contempt qf tbs 
whole adwiniftration of the Spirit by fome. Th9 
vain pretence of the Spirit by others* The falfe 
fpirit difcovered^ 

THIS procefs being made^ I (hodd now £bev 
immediately how we h<^d the coihmonioB 
propoied with the Hdy Ghoft» in the things laid 
^lown, and manifefted to contain his peculiar work 
towards us. But there are fome mifcarriages, in 
the world ia reference unto this difpenfadcHi of the 
Holy Ghoft, both on the one hand and on the o* ^ 
ther, in contempt of his true work, and pretencfe 
of that which is not ; that I cannot but remark ia 
my paffage ; which to do (hall be the buiinefs of 
this chapter. 

I. Take a view then of the ftate and c6ndttidn 
of them who profeffing to believe the gofpel of Je- 
fus Chrift, do yet contemn and defpife his Spirit i& 
to all its. operations, gifts, graces, and difpenfatioits 
to his churches and faints. Whilft Chrift Was in 
(he world wich^his difciples> he made them no great- 
er 
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tt promife, neither in rcfpeft of thefr own good, 
nor of carrying on the work which he had ccrm*- 
mitted to thcra, than this of giving them the Holy 
Ghoft* Him, he inftruAeth them to pray for <iF 
the Father^ as that which is needfal for thrcnt, as 

{ 'bread for children, Luke xi. r^. him he promifeth 
them, as a well of water fpringing up m them, for 
their rcfrfefhment ftrengthning and confolaticHi^ un-- 
to everlafling life, John vii. 37, 38, 39. as alfo to 
carry on, and accomplifli the whole work of the 
miniflry to them committed, }ohn xvi. 8, 9, 10.. 
with all thofe eminent works and privileges before 
mentioned. And trpbn bis afcenfibn this is laid as 
the bottom of that gloricMis eommunieatrdns of gifts 
and graces in bis pfemiful effufion mentioned, Eph* 
iv. 8, 1 r, 12. namely^ rfiat he hsA received ef the 
Father the promife of the Holy Ghoji^ Afts ii. 3 j. 
and that in fuch an eminent manner, as thereby to 
makethe greateft and moft glorious difl&rcnce be- 
rveen the adminrftraiion of the new corenant and 
oH. Efpecially doih the whole work of the mini^ 
ftry relate to the Holy Ghoft ; though that be not 
My prefent bofineft to evince. He calls meti to 
that work, and they aref feparated unto" him, Afls^ 
xiii; 2. he f^Jrniftieth them with gifts, and abilities 
fof that employment, 1 Cor% xii; 7, 8; 9, lO. ^ 
that the whde religion we profefs withom this ad^ 
mifliftration^of the Spirit, is nothing: nor is there 
any fruit without it of the refurreftion of Chrift 
from the dead, - ' 

^ This- being the ftate of things, that^ in our wor- 

. flitp of, and obedience to God; in o* ovra confo- 

lation, fanftification, and* minifteriah enipk))ment, 

the Spirit, being the principle, the life, foul, the all 

- of the whole J }'»et fo.defperatehatlvbecn-the malice 

r T ^^ 
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?of Satan, and wickedne& of men; th^t th^ir gre^t 
endeavour hath been, to fliut him quite qui: of all 
gofpei adminiftratioBS. 

Firft his^ifts and graces were not cMily decryed, 
but almoft excluded from the publick worihip of 
the church, by the impc^itionof an operous form of 
fervice, to he read by the minifter; which to do» 
is neither a peculiar gift of the Holy Gholl toany ; 
nor of the miniftry at alL It is marvellous to con- 
-fider what pleas. Mid pretences were invented, and 
i»fed by learned men, frcMn its antiquity, its corapo- 
fore or approbation by laanyrs, the beauty of uni- 
fprmity in th? worflbip<)f God ^ftabliftted, and pr^j?- 
fad thereby, ire. for the defence aad mainuinanqp 
of it. Bi^ the noaifi argnmcMit they infifted on, an4 
jthe chief fi^li wherein ^tbey expatiated,' and laid oqt 
tall their doc^tu^ce was, the vain J^abiing r^ititiqrjs 
4ind foljy of men. prayi^ig by Ac -Spirit. Whigi 
^fiKe this w^s faljeii tipon^ all (atleaft^s th<y fugn 
^ied) was carried ^waybq^r;e them^ and their ad^ 
<:v^rfarie^r€a^ieredfui$iQi^QtIyridicuioa& Sogre^. 
.is the cnnniQg of Satap, ^qd io^unfear<hable are thp 
foUies of the h^t^ of ippn. - The fiim of lall ihefe, 
Teafoqiags amount cp 4o more but^this : tlH>ugh tt^ 
iLord Jefus Chrifl hath promifed the Holy GboiS; 
to be widi his church to the end of the, vprld, to 
(^(itand faroiflx-met) with gif(s and ^bilipfe^ for the 
icarryjngon of tha^ ^f^orfbip which he^f^uire^ and 
jaccepteth at our hands^ yet the wdi;K is not done tp 
rthe purpofe; the gifts he bcftows, ai^ pot fufficj.ent 
to that <ik} neither as to invocation, nor do^rinc^ 
and therefore we will not only help.men by -our di- 
leftioBS but escciude them from their excrcife. This 
I fay. Ti^ the fiim of all, at I could undeniably evi- 
dence. . Were iM my prcfcm;; bvCflieft. What in- 

numc- 
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* numerable evils cqfae on this principle, in a formal 
felting a part of men to the miniftry,\vhohad never 
once tailed of the powers of the world to come, nor 
received any gifts- from the Holy Ghoft to that 
purpofe; of crying up, and growing in, an oui/ide 
pompous worlhip, wholly foreign to the power and 
fimplicity of the gofpel; of filencing, deftroyine, 
banifhing men, whofcminiftry was accompanied with 
the evidence, and demonftration of the Spirit, I 
ihall not need to declare. This is that 1 aim at, to 
point out the publick contempt x>f the Holy Ghoft; 
his gifts and graces with their adHikiiftrarion in the 
church of God, that hath been found even where 
ihie gofpel hath been profeffed. 

Again, it is la thing -of moft fad eonfideratiofr,' 
once to call' to mind, the improvement of that prin- 
ciple of contempt of the Sptrit in private men, an^d 
their ways. The name of the Spirit was: growh a 
term of reproach. To plead for, or pretend- to 
pray by the Spirit, was enough to render a man 
the objeft of fcom and reproach^ fpom alf forts of 
men, from the j^ulpk to the ftage. What? yidti are 
fuli of the Spirit, you IrtiB pr^y by the Spirir, yon 
have' the gift, come let us hear your rionfcnfe; and 
yet perhapsMhefe men would think. themfelves 
Pronged, , not to be accountied Ghriftians. Chriftt- 
ans, yea have not ifome, pretcnaing themfelvesto 
be leaders^' of the flock ; yea, toounted "a ftorjr or 

* two above their brethren,: and claiming a rule and 
government over them, made it thcik" bufinefi to 
fcoiF at, and reproach the gifts df the Spirit of Gdd. 

' And if this were the i^rame of their fpirit, what might 

* be expcfted frt?m others of profcflfed profanenefs ^ 

it is not imaginable to what height e* Mjfphemy 

' the prbcefa^ ia this kitid amounted* The Lord 
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grant there te nothing of thfe turfed learen ftill 
reinaiaing amongft us. I^ome bleacings of ill im* 
pbrtance are fometimes heard. Is this the fellow- 
Ihip of the Holy Ghoft that believers are called 
uiito? Is this the due entertainment of him whom 
our Saviour promifed to fend for the fupply of his 
bodily abfence, fo as we might be no loofers there- 
by ? Is it not enough. that many (hould be content- 
ed with fuch a ftupid blindnefs, as being called 
Chri(lians,^to look no,f«irther for this comfort and 
confolation, than moral confiderations common to 
hj^thens, would lead them, when one infinitely 
hply and blefled perfon of the Trinity, hatb taken 
tliis office upon him to be our Comforter, but ihey . 
xjjuft oppofe and defpife him alfo; nothing more 
difcovers how few there are in the world, that have 
intereft in that WefTed name whereby we are all 
Called. But this is no place to parfue thi?^ difcourfe. 
.The aim of this difcourfe is to evince the folly and 
"fnadnefs of men in general, who profefs to own 
the gofpel of Chrift, and yet contemn and defpife 
his Spirit, in whomfoever he is manifefted. Let 
135 be zealous of the gifts of the Spirit, not envious 
at them. 

Prom what hath been difcourfed we may alfo try 
the fpirits that are gone abroad in the world; and 
which have been exercifing themfelves at feveral 
feafons, ever fince the afcenfion of. Chrift. ^ The 
im<|aity bf the generation that is paft, and palling 
away, lay in open curfed oppolirion to the Holy 
Ghoft. God hath been above them wherein they 
^ behaved themfelves prefumptuoufly. Satan, whofe 
defign^ as he is god of this world, is to be upper- 
rooft, not to dwell wholly in any form caft down 
by^the providence of God, hath now transformed 

him- 
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himfelf into an angel of light, and he wHl pretend 
the Spirit alfo, and only. But there are feducing 
fpirits, 1 Tim. iv., f. And we have a command not 
to believe every fpirit, but try the fpirits, i John 
it, 1 6. And the reafon added is, becaufe many 
falfe fpirits are gone abroad in the World, that is,, 
men pretending to the revelation of new dqftrines 
by the Spirit, whofe deceits in the firft church Paur 
intimateth, 2 Theff. ii. 2. Calling on men not to be 
ihaken in mind by fpirit. The truth is, the fpirits 
of thefe days are fo grofs, that a man of very eafy 
difceming may find them out: and yet their defer- 
(Ton fo ftrong that not a few are deceived. This 
is one thing that lies evident to every eyej that ac- 
cording to his wonted courfc, Satan with his dehifi-. 
ons is run into an extream to his former aftings. 

Not long fince, his great defign (as 1 manifeft- 
cd,) was to cry up ordinances without th« Spffit, 
carting all the reproaches that he could upon him; 
now to ery up a Spirit without and againft ordinan- 
ces, carting all reproach, and contempt poflible upon 
them. Then he .would have a minirtry without 
the Spirit: now a Spirit Without a minirtry. Then 
the reading of the word might fuffice without either 
preaching, or praying by the Spirit: now the Spi- 
rit is enough without reading or ftudying the word 
at all. Then he allowed a literal embracing of what 
Chrift had done in the flefh, now he talks of Chrift 
in the Spirit only, and denies him to be come in 
the flcfh, the proper charafter of the falfe fpirit, 
we are warned of, 1 John i. 3. Now becaufe \i is 
moft certain, that the Spirit whicTi we are to hear 
and embrace, is the Spirit promifed by Chrift which 
is fo clear, that him the.Montailifts Paradete, yea. 
and Mahomet pretended himfcif ta be, atid thofe 
-=^ of 
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of our days affirm aKb precchd the fame, tet u$* 
twriefiy a-y tfcem by foiAc of the effects mentioneai. 
iwhich Chrift hath promifed to give the Holy Gholl' 

• The firft geaeral effeft, as' was owervca^ was 
this J that hipdutd bring to remembrance the things 
iiat Cbrijtfpake for our guidance^ anj c4nfol'aiion.^ 
^his^ was to be the Work of the Holy Ghoft towards 
thie apoftle§, who were to be the peri-ihcn of the 
fcriptures: thii is ro be his work t<ywards believers 
to the efid of the world Now' the things that 
Chrirt Hath fpk)kcn and did, are witten that we 
mig;ht beUevel and beliemng have life through his 
n'am&» John x\. 30. They are written iri the fcrip- 
ture* This then is the work of the Spirit,, which 
Chrift hath promifed, he fliali bring to our,remem- 
branci^ ^tid give usunderftaridingof thewordsoT 
Chrift' in the fcripture for our guidance, and/con- 
iblatiod. Is this noW the work of the fpirit, which \ 
js'abrt)ad in the World, add* per verteth many? No- 
thing lefs, his bufinefs is to decry the things that ' 
Chrift hath.fpoken which are written in the word;"* 
ptetend new revelations of his own; to lead meii to 
jFFom rtie written word, whferein the whole work 
of Gbd^and all the promifes of Chrift arc re- 
cprded: 

Agaid, the Work of the Spirit promifed by "^ 
Chrift, is to gterify hini, He j^all glorify me^ fpr * 
he fbaltMke of mine and (hew n unto you^ John xvi< 

14. him who wa^ to fuffer at Jenifalem, who theu 
f|^ake to his dife}pJ^&; . it was to make him gloriotis, 
hbdourable and of high eftecm in the hearts * 
of belieters, and th^t by fliewing his things, his \ 
iovei klndnefs, grace, and purchafe unto them,' 
Mm this-/ 
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this is the worjc of the SpiriL. The work of tl« 
fpirit, that is gone abroad, is to glorify itfelf, to 
decty, and render contemptible Chrift that fuffer- , 
ed for us under the name of a Qhrifl: without us, 
which it flights and defpifeth,and that profefledly. 
Irs own glory, its own honour is all thiat it airtis at: 
wholly inverting the order of the. divine difpenfa- 
tions. The fountain of all being, and lying in the 
Father's fove, the Son came to glorify the Father, , 
He ftill fays, IJeei not my own ^lory^ but the glory 
jof him that Jent me. The Son having carried on j 
the work or redemption, was now to be glorified 
with the Father. So he prays that it might be,, 
John xvii. K The hour is comfy glorify the Soriy and. 
ihat with the glory which he had before the ivorld^ 
•when his joint council was in thie carrying on the 
Father'slove. Wherefore the Holy Ghoft, is fent, 
and his'Work is to glorify the Sou; but now, as I 
faid, w.e have a fpirit come forth, whofe ivhole bu-. 
finefs is to glorify himfelf ; whereby we may eafi'ly ; 
know whence he is. ' , 

Furthermore, t\\c Holy Ghojl Jheds ahroad the 
love of God in our hearts (as was declared) and 
thence fills them with joy, peace, and hope; quiet* 
'fu^ and refreftiing the hearts of them, in whom he ^ 
dwells; giving them liberty and reft, confidence, 
and the bdldnefs of children. This fpirit whereof 
men now boaft is a (pirit of bondage, whofe utmoft 
work is to make meli quake and tremble, cafting 
them iiitq aii unfonlike frame of fpirit, driving 
therai up 2nd down with horror and bondage, and 
drihkinjf'up thdr vtry natural fpirits, and making . 
thdr whole itian'^ \Vither away. There is fcarcc 
^ny^one thfng th^t mor^ evidently manifefteth thc^ 
fpirit vvheriby fome are now afted, not to be the . 
ai.: ' ^/^-- -* -^" *'• -'•■■''■ '-^""'"Com- 
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Comforter proroifcd by Chrifl; than this, That he 
. is a fpirit of bondage and flavery, in them in whom 
he is, and a fpirit, of crnehy and reproach toward 
others, in a dirq£l oppofuion to the Holy Ghoft ia 
believers, and all the ends and purpbfes, for which 
as a Spirit of adoption and confolation, fee is beftow* 
ed on thertir 

, To give one Infiance mof e, the Holy Ghoft be- 
ftowed on believers, is a Spirit of prayer and fnppli- 
cation, as was manifefted. The fpitit wherewith tvs 
have to do^pretends the carrying men above fuch low 
and contemptible means of Gommuhibfl^thGod. IiV 
a word it were 'a very eafy and facile tafk to pafs 
tlirongK a!l of ilW eminent effefts of th© Holy 
Ghoft, in and. towards believers f.aild to nlanifeft;, 
that the pretjcndfng fpirit* of our days comes \\x a 
direft oppofition," and concradi^ion to eVef y Qde <3if 
them. ■ Thus hath Sa^an paffcd from;Qnc cxtreara 
to another : from a bitter wretched, oppofition to' 
the Spirit of Chrift,. un;o a^.curfed preteilding. t^' 
fhe fpirit, Hill to the fame end and purpofe.- 

I might give fundry other inftances of the con- 
tempt and abufe of the difpenfation of the Spirits 
Thofe mentioned are the cxtreams whereunto alt 
other are, or may be. reduced ; and I will not far- /. 
dier divert from that which lyes direftly in. my aim*- 

• % 

€ H A R vr. . 

&f particular corrmunion nmth the Holy Ghofl. Of 
preparation theretmto. Valuation of the benefits 
we receive by him. What it is he comforts us in, " 
and againft^ wherewith i haw.- s 

HE. way being thus made plain for us, I ^ 

come to. dew how we hold particular coot- \ 

M m 2 munioa^ «] 
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munbn with the Holy Glroft^ jats he is promUed ^ 
Chrift to fee bur Comforter, and as workiag pw 
our confolation by the means formerly infiflcd oa* 
Now, the firft thing 1 fhall do herein, is the pro- 
pofal of that, which may be fbme preparation to 
the duty under confiderarion ; and this by leading 
the fouls of Belieyers, to a due yaluatiott of this 
work of his, towards us,, whence he is cailed ouir 
Coniforter. 

To raife up otir hearts (o this frame, and fit us 
for the duty intendeds kc us confid^r tbeii^ thrc^ 
things* 

I . What it is he comforts us agsunft. 
2; Wherewith he comforts usi 
3. The principle of all his agings, and i^raUf 
ons in us for our confolation. 

^i. There are three thin^ iii the whole co^rfe 
of our pilgrimage, that the confolationsof the Hcljp 
.Ghoft arc; ufefuUnd neceflary isu 

I. In ojir afflifiions. Affliaiooispartof thepro- 
vifion that God haih made in hk hpufc for his chil- 
dren, Heb.xii. 5, 6. The great variety of its cjiufes,. 
means, ufes, and effefts is generally kppw:iiu There 
is a roeafure of them appointed for every one^ To 
be wholly without them is a temptation, a.nd fo its 
fome meafure an affli£fion. That which 1 am tp 
- li?eak unto is, that in all our affliftions, we need the 
confolations of the Holy Ghott. It is the nature of 
man to relieve himfelf, when he is entangled, by 
all ways and means. According as mens natural 
fpirits are, fo do they manage themfclves nndcr 
preffures. The fpirit of a man will bear his infir- 
mity, at leaft it will ftruggk with it. 

There are two greiit evils, one of whid> dioes 
generally fcize. on mep ipnder their afflidions, and 

keep 
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Keep thctn from a due managemeut of thcni* • The 
apoftle raentipneth thefti both,-Hebw xiL 51-Defpfe' 
not the chafiifiment'of.the Lordi neither faint-^whenJr 
thou art reprovedi- One of thefe e&trearirs do mea> 
ufually fallHnto;- either they, defpiffe the-Lord's- 
corre6Jion, or finl^ under it*- 

Firjlj, Men dcfpife it. They account that whicK'^ 
tefalk rhem to He a light or cqmmon thing. They 
take no notice of God in it. They caft 0iift with it ' 
well endUgli; they look on inftruments, fecond** 
caufes> provide for then* o\yn defence apd vindica-'- 
tjbn, withjittle regard to <jrod^ or Kis hand in their 
j^ftion. And the ground of'this is^ becaufe they 
take in fuccours in theirs trquble; that Godwilhtio? 
mix his grace withal.. They fix on other remedies ^ 
than what he hath appomted, and utterly loofe all' 
the benefits and advantage of , their affliflion; Ahd^ 
lb fhiall every- man do that relieves himfelf ffonvany * 
thing, but the confolations of the Holy Ghoft. - 

Secondly^-^tn idkxM and fink under their trial?,,* 
and aflliAions,« which the apoftle farther reprorv^s,. 
rtv* 1 2. The firft difpife the aflrflance of tte Ho-? 
ly Ghoft tlirough pride o^heart: the Jatterrefafe--- 
it through dejedednefs of fpirit, aizd fink under* 
i-He weight of their troubles; And. who aJmoft isi 
there, that offends not on one of thefe hand^?-" 
Had i^v^e not learned to count light of the chaftife-- 
ments of the Lord, and to take little notice <rfhis=r 
dealings with us; we fllodd find ihfe fdafofi[of.-ours' 
afflifiions- to comprize no ft»aU ppriioa'of ^(otw^pjU- 
griraage/ ; .... - . / - s-\-. ,-;^' • : 

. Now., there is no due manijgetnent~of 4i.w^^ 
undej-^n)vap[i<Mon,,fachatGQd:ma7.JhavB tfcV^fo^^ 
ry of itj: and ourfelves any.fpirituai benefit or: im--^ 
M m 3j j^c*- 

Digitized by CjOOQ XL 



426 Cmnmm v^itb the Hofy Ghojl. Ch. VL 

provclncni thereby • but by the confoUtiow 
of the Holy Ghoft/ AU that our &viour pro* 
mifcth his difciplcs, when he' tells thenji of the 
great trials ^nd tribulations they were to undergo^; 
is, / wiUfendym the Spirit^ the Comforter, he (tedl 
give you peace in me, when in the vx^td youjhali 
have trouble. He fhaU guide, and direft, and keep 
you in all your trials. And fp the apoftle tells us 
it came to pais, 2 Gpr. 1/ 4, 5^ 6. Yea, and thi& 
under the greateft afiiftions will carry th^ foul to 
tlie higheft joy, peace, reft, and contentment. So 
the fame apoftl^, Rom. v. ^i We glory in tribulati- 
ons. It is a gre?it exprefjion; he h^ f^ before^ 
that wt gloried in the hope of the ghrj of God, Ter. 
2. Yea, but what if manifold afiuftions and tribu- 
lations befall us? Why? even in them alfo we 
^lory, faith he, fVe glory in our tril>ubtionT ; but 
whence is it, that ourfpirits are fo borne »p, to a 
due management 4>f affliftions, as to glpry in them 
4n the Lord? He tells us, ver. 5. It is from the 
^dSng abroad of the hve of God ht mr hearts by 
the Holy Gboft. Atid thence are believers faid to - 
receive the word in much afflidlim^ with joy of the 
HoIyGhoJl, I TheflTi. 6. And to i?kc joyfully the 
fpoiUngof their goods. This is that I aim at, there 
is no management riorimprovemeat of any a^iftioD;' 
but merely and folely by the confolations of the 
Holy Ghoft. Is it then of any efteem or value 
unto you, that you lof^ not only your trials, r4:mpta- 
tions and affliaions, learn to value that whereby 
alone they are rendered ufefnl. j 

%.^ Sin is the fecond burd^ of our lives, and 

muCft^i greateft; unto this, is this confolation 

pecttiarjy fuited; fo Hcb vi. 17, t8. an allufionis 

raken iff^ the man-flayer under the law, who hav» 

^ ^ iiJg 
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Dg kilfecjl g. xMty at; uiK^ware^, aiad l>rofig!a rhe 
joilt of hi» blood upon bimiclf, ficd whh fpecd for 
^is deliverance to ihc city of refuge i owr great anc^ 
inly Refuge from the guilt of fin^ w the Lord Jefust 
pirtft, m ow flying to hki^, doth the Spirit admi^ 
Qtfter cpniplation to ns. A fenfe of .fei fiH% the 
beart with troubles and d^nietnefs.; it is the Holy 
Ghod^ which gi^cs ns peace in Chrift. That gives 
m apprehenfion of wrath, tho Holy Ghoft medS) 
abroad the tove g£ God in our hearts^ From thiea^- 
doth Ss^xan* aod the hw accufe ^s, gs objed^ of 
God's hatred, the Spiiii tears witnef^ wijh oi;ir fpi- 
rits, thait we are the children of God. There is^, 
not any ooe engine or increment, tbaf fin ufeth^^ 
or fets u^ ag^inft our peace, but one efii^^lor other 
of the Hply Qhpft towards. 1^ is fixited and fitce4' 
to- the GiftiBg of, k dowRv 

In the whole cotprfe of our obedience apc hiaf. " 
cpnfolatioos ncceffiiry dfo; that we may go through 
with it chearfully, willingly, potkmly to the end 
This will afterward? be aiwe fully difcovereAas to 
IKirticularsv wbeii I come to give direiiions for our 
communion with his bleiOfed Comfort^cn In a word, 
in all the concemmeots of thh l^fe, and in our whole 
expe£btipn of another, we (land in need of the cpo-^ 
folatipns of the Holy Ghoff . 

Without them, we (hall either defpife affli^bfis^ 
or faint under them» and God be i\^led(5d, as tQ, 
lus intendments in them. 

Without them, fin will either harden qf to a 
contempt of it, or caft us dpwn to a neglefi of xjfip^ 
feiQcdtes, gracioufly provided againft it. 

Without them, dutieswill either puff us upv?ith| 
pride, or leave us.withPUtrth4^ fw<etnd& which js in, 
Mwobedieaccw 

^ With. 

.•- • • • • Digitized by LjOOQ I V 



428* Communion lotth the Boly Ghojt. Ch. ^%- 

• . - ■ • ' ' < ■ 
Without them, profperity will make us carnalj j 

fenlual, and to take up our contentment in ibefe\ 
things, and utteriy weakeji us for the triak of ad^ 
Tcrfity. 

Without them, the comforts of our relations^ witf ', 
fcparate us from God, and the lofs of them make 
our hearts as Nabals. 

Without them, the calamity of tKe church WiH* 
overwhehn us-; and theppofperiiy' of the church-^ 
will not concern us. * ; ' '. 

Without them; we (hall Kavewirdbmforno work,^ 
peace iu'.no condition, ilrength for no duty> fucrefs- 
in no trial/ joy in no Hate, no comfort in iifg,. no; . 
light in death ? . ' . 

' NcTwour afflictions, our firts;,and our obedience,^ 
with the attendnncies of them ref{)eftiVejy, arethe^ 
f.reat concernments of our lives; what Ve are, in' 
. reference unto God, is comprized in them, aud the.' . 
due management of them, witjr their contraries,. 
which come under the fame rule; through all thefe,. . 
doth there run a line of confolation from the Holy 
Ghoft, that 'gives us a* joyful ilFue throughput:' 
How fad is the condition of poor fouls deftitute of- 
thefe confolatfons? What poor (hiffs are they fore* 
ed to betake themfelves unto?- What giants have- 
they to encounter in their own ftrength, and whe-- 
ther they are conquered, or feem to conquer, they; 
have^nothing but the mifery of their trials. 

2, The fecond thing confiderabfe, to teach us-. 
to piit a due valuation • on the confolations of the. 
Holy Ghoft, is the matter of them, or that whefc- 
wirh he pomforts us: Now this may be referred 
to the two heads, that 1 haVe fofrfierTy treatpd/of:,: 
the' love of ihe Father; and the grace of tlie'fen. 
All the confolations ^ the Holy Ghoft- confift in 
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jas, the Jovp of the Father, and the grace of the 
Son I vox is there My thrag in the ope or the otj^er^ 
but he fi)ak;e3 it matter of eqnfolation to us ; A) thai 
f^ce4 we have ow CjproipiixiiQn with the Father in 
' Ipve, at)d the Son in hi? gt'ace^ by the operation ojf 
the ;Holjr Ghoft. ' 

h. lie commtipicatjss to us,' and acquaints ns witb 
the lore of the Father. Having informed his dit 
jcipl(^ with that grcaind and foundatipn of their coni> 
jfoj^tion, which by the Comforter they flio^ld re- 
ceive; GOAr bleiTed Saviour, John ^vi. 27. ^rs up^ 
all in this, Tbe Fatter him/ilf bvetb ym : this i^ ' 
ihajt which the Comforter is given to acquaint, uf 
withal; even that God is thci Fatfeer, and that hr 
loves us. In particular, that dfe Father the fir^ 
Pcrfoa in Trinity, Gonfidcredipdrf^in^y, loves m^ 
. Oq' th|s acconm is he faid to often to come for^ 
from th^ Father^ hecaufe he comes m purfuit of hi^ 
love, and to acquaint the hearts of fcelicvers there>* 
withy that they may be comforted amd eftabU&ed. 
By perfuading t|s of the eteriKil, and unchangeable 
I0V6 of (be Father, he filtens with confol^tion. Ai)4 
mdecd all the effe^s of the Holy Gh^ befoiie mienr 
lioned, have their tendency this way : of this Ipve^ 
apd its tran&endent exceneiicy you hea^d at large 
before. Whatever is defireable in it, is thu$ oom^ 
tnnnicated to us by the Hc^y Ghoft. A fenfe of 
this is able, not only to relieve us, but to make us iii 
every condition to rejoice with joy unf|>€akabk, a^d. 
glorious^ It Is not with an increafe of corn, and 
wine, and oil; >hut with the fliinlng of the counti?- 
nancp of God upon us, that he comforts our fouls^ 
f fal. iv. 6. the world hateth me, (may fu^h a fynl as. 
imh the Sgivk Ujf) l>i}t my Father kv^s me; men 
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tfpife me as an bypocrite, burmy Father loves me 
isa child ; 1 am poor in this -world, but 1 have a rich 
jnlicritancc in the- love of my Father j 1 ain ftraie- 
ned in all thihgs,but there is bread enough in my Fa- 
thcfshoufe; I mourn in fccrdt, under the power of 
my lufts^nd fin, where no eye fees me j yea, but 
the Father fees' me, and is fiill of compaffion ; with 
a fenfe of his kindnefs, which is better than 4ife,.I 
rejoice in tribulation, gtory in affiftion, triumph as a 
conqueror, though I am killed alt the daylong^ zW ray 
* for rows have a' bottom that may be fathom.ed; my 
trials bounds, that may be compafled : but thebrcadcif, 
and depth, and height of the love of the Father, 
iwho can -exprefs ? I might render glorious this Way 
^ the Spirit's comforting us, with the l9ve of the 
Father, by comparing it with all other caufes, and 
means of joy and confolation whatever," And fo 
difcoVer their emptirtefs, its fulnefs, their nOthin^flc/5, 
' its being all ; all alfo by revealing the propehies of 
it before rehearfed. 

Again, he doth it by communicatmg to tis, an3 
acquainting us with the grice of Chrift. AH the 
fruits of his purchafe, all the defireablenefs of hS 
perfon, as we are interefted In him. The grace of 
Chrift (as I formerly difcourfed of at largest is re- 
ferred to two heads; the grace of his perfon, and^ 
of his office, and work ; by bothth^fe doth the JIo^ 
ly Ghoft adminifter con fbla lion to us, John xiv. 1$* 
he glorifies Chrift, by revealing his excellencies, and 
defireablenefs tobelievc^rs, as "Cixt chief eft often thou- 
fond altogether^ lovely. And then he fliews them of 
the things erf Chrift; his love, grace, all the fruits 
©f hi^ death, fuifering, r^fttrreftion, "and interccrfli- 
©n, and with rhefe fuppprts their.heartsand fouk 
And here whatever is of refreflunent in. the pardon 
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of iin,deKyerance from the cur fe, and wrarh tbcomc,^^ 
in juftification, and adoption, with the innumerabld^ 
privileges attending them in the hope of glory giy« 
en unto us, comes in on this head of account. ; 

^ Ihndly^ The principle, and fountain of all hi« 
;a£lings for our confolation comes next under confi- - 
delation to the fame end, and this kad6 ujs a little, 
nearer t;<> the comqiuniop intended to be direfted in.r 
I^ow this is his own great love, and infinite conde-. 
fcenfion. . He willingly proceedeth, or comes fonhv 
fxom the Father to be pur Conjforter. He knew, 
what we were, and what we could do, and what>i 
would be our dealings with him. He knew we-' 
would grieve him, provoke him, quepch his moti* 
pns,defil6 hisdwel)ing-plac'e; and yet he would come ^, 
CO be our Comforter. Want of a due confideratioa ' 
of this great love of the Holy^ Ghoft, ^weakens all " 
' the principles of our obedience. Did this dwell,^ 
and abide Upon 'our hearts, what a dear valuation ^ 
we needs put upon all his operations an(l aftings to- 
wards us ? Nothin^[ indeed is valuable, but what 

* comes from love and good will. This \% the way 
the fcripture takes to raife up our heans, to a right 
anddueeftiniiationof our redemption by JefusChrift. 
It tells us that he did it freely; that of his own will 
he hath laid down his llfe^ that he did it but of love. 
Herein ,U manifejled the love tf, God^ that he laid 
dsnion his life for us^ he loved^ uSy and gave hirnfelf 
for us; he loved us, and wafhed us with his own 

* blood. Hereunto it adds pur ftate find condition, 
\ confidered as he undertook for us, finners, enemie^ 

dead, alienated, then he loved us, and died for us, 
and walhed us with his_blpod. May we not heace 
alfp have a valuation of the difpenfation of the Spi- 
' rit for our^coQfolatioiiu He proceeds to that end 

from 
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from th^ father^ he d^ftributc^ ^ fed Di^Hl, w6ffcs 
as h€ pleafethr And what are We rou^m^s wbi6iii' 
feecameth ottthk Wiirb? Fromiii; pervferfc, un- 
thankful, grieving, vexing^ pf ovejcfeig hiioi. Yet far 
bis b^e and tend^mefe, doth he contitme' t6 db'uft 
goodi Let us^ by faith confider this love df the Ho- 
ly Ghoft It is the head and foarfe of allthe cdm*' 
* ixmnion we have with him in this IMfe.* This is, 
as 1 faid^ fpokea otilf to^ prepare our hearts to* the 
communioti propofed: and what a^ Gttle portion il 
I it, of whait might he fpofceif? how might all thefc 
\confideratiQas beaggi'avated? what- a numberlels' 
\iiumber nrighrbe added? It fuffiees that from what 
isfpokeoit appears, that the Work itt hand is a- 
moagrt the grcaceft duties, and moft qxceUeat pti*' 
«leges of the gofpet. 

CHAP, vir, 

l^he general way t aftbefainiiaSingin ^m^tmtM 
mtktbemixGhoJi, 

AS'itf tHe*^!Ounr givdn' of the afiings of the 
Hdy GSibft in us, we manifeftedfirft thege^ 
ncral adjun^srf his afting;s, or the manner thereof;- 
fonow inHhe defcriptiofl-of the returns of our fouls 
to him< I (hail in^ the'ftrft" plaee, propbfe the gene-' 
rala'^Hngs of fahh, inreference to thfe work of tht 
Holy Ghbft, and' then defcend unto • particulars.' 
Nowthere are th»ce general w^ys, of the lbul*s de* * 
portment itt this ccMnmonion, expreffed all negative* 
iy id- the fcripture, but all induding pditive' du- • 
ties.'- 

u Ncwwt' thefe arei firft. Not to^^ giTeve hwL - 

2. Not 
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2. Not to quench his motions, 3. Not to refiij: 
hiiB., 

There are three things confideraWe in the Holy 
Ghofl, ^ ' ^ ^ 

i* His Pcrfon as dwelling in us. 2. His aftings 
by grace, or hi^ motions. 3. His working in or- 
dinances of the word, and the fecraments; all for 
the fame end and purpofe. 

To thef^ three, are the three cautions before 
- fuited. 

. I. Not to grieve him, in refpcft of his Per&n 
dwelling in us, 

2. Not to quench him, in refpeft of theafiings, 
and motions of hisgr?ce. 

3. Not to refift him in refpeft of the ordinances 
of Chrift and his gifts, for their adminift ration. 
Now becaufe the whole general duty of believers 
in their communion with the Holy GHoft, is com- 
prifed in thefc three things; 1 ihall handle them 
feverally. 

The firft camion concerns his Perfon imraedikte- 
ly, as dwelling in us. It is given, Eph. iv. 30. 
Grieve not the holy Spirit of God, Thete is a com- 
plaint, Ifa. Ixiii. I a. of them whcf vexed or grieved 
the Spirit of God. And from thence doth this 
caution feem to betaketi. That it is the Perfon 
of the Holy Ghoft which is here intended, is evi- 
*dent. 

1. From the pHrafe^ormannerof cxprc{Ron,Svith 
a double article, that holy Spirit: and alfo^ 

2. From the work affigned to him in the follow- 
ing word^, oifealin^ to the day of redemption. Which 
(as hath b^en manifcfted ) is the work of the Ho- 
ly Ghcft.^ Now whereas this may be imderllood 
of the Spirit in others,.or in ourfelves j it is evident 

N n • - ■ ' that 
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that the apoftic intends it in the latter fcnfc, by Ws 
addition of that fignal, and eminent privilege \rhich 
we ourfclves enjoy by him, he feals os to the day 
of redemption. - 

Let us fee then the tendency of this cxpreffioTi> 
as comprizing the firft general rule of our commu- 
Xiion with the Holy Ghoft^ Grieve nbt fbeS/nrit 

The term of grieving, or affefting with forrow, 
way be confidered either afiively, in refpeft of the. 
perfons grieving; or paffively in refpeft of the per- 
fous grieved. In the latter fenfc the exprefTion is 
metaphorical; the Spirit cannot be grieved or affec- 
ted with foriow, which infers alterations, dilap- 
yxointment, weaknefs, all incompatible with his in- 
finite perfeftions : yet men may aftively do that 
\ehich is fit and able to grieve any one that ftaods 
aflfeficd towards them, as doth the Holy Ghoft. U 
he be not grieved it is no thank's to us, but to his 
own unchangeable nature. So that there are two 
things /denoted in this exprefBon. 

Firjff, That the Holy Ghoft is affcAed towards 
us, as ode that is loving, careful, tender, concerned i 
in our good, and well-doing, and therefore upon 
our mifcarriages is faid to be grieved. As a good 
friend of a- kind, and loving nature is apt to be (o 
on themifcarriageoFhiinwhomhedothaffed. And 
this is that we arei principally to regard in this cau- 
tion as the groimd and foundation of it; the love, 
kindnefs, ahd tendemefs of the H^ly Ghoft unto 
us: grieve him f^t. ' .' . - .. • 

Seccndly, That we may' do thofe things, xhtt arc 
proper to grieve him^ though he be i^ot paffively 
grieved; our fin being no jefs therein, :than if he 
were grieved as we are. Now how this iJ'done, 
how the Spirit is grieved, the apoftk .dcclareth in 

the 
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the cGHtexaire of that difcourfc, ver. 21, 22, 23, 
24. he prefleth to a progrefs in fanfiificaticHi, an4 
all the fruits of regeneration, ver. 25, 26, 2 7v2 8> 
29. he dehorts from fundry particular evils, that 
were contrary thereto, and then gives the general 
enforcement of the one and the other; and grieve 
not the holy Spirit of God \ that is, by comings fhor? 
of that univerfal fan6iification, which our planting 
into Chrift doth require. The pofitive duty includ- 
ed in this caution, of not grieving the holy Spirit, is 
this; that we purfue univerfal holinefs with regard' 
unto, and upon the accgunt of the love, kindflefs, 
and tendernefs of the Holy Ghoft. This is the 
foundation of our communion, we have in general. 
When the foul couiiders the love, kindneft, and ten- 
dernefs of the Holy Ghoft unto him, when he eon^ 
fiders all the f ruits^and/afts of his love and good will 
towards him, and on that account, and utjder that 
confideration, becaufe h^ is fo concerned in our 
ways, and walkings, to abflain from "evils, and to 
walk in all duties of holinefs; this is to have com- 
munion with him. This confideration that the 
Holy Ghoft, who is ouf XJomforter, is delighted 
with our obedience, grieved at our evils, and fol- 
lies, being made a continual motive to, and r.eafon, 
of our clofe walking with God in all holinefe, is, 
1 -fay, the firlt geni^ral way of our communion with 
him. 

Here let us fix a little. We loofe both the powej* 
and pleafure of our obedience, for want of this con- 
fideration. We fee on.whai: account the Holy Ghofl: 
undertakes to be our Comforter, by what ways and 
means he performs that office towards us : what an 
unworthy thing it is to grieve him, who comes to. 
•us on purpofi? to give us confolation? Let the foul 
N n 2 \n 
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in the whole courfe of its obedience cxjerdfc itfelf 
by faith to thoughts hereof, and lay due weight 
upon it. The Holy Ghoft in his infioite love and 
kindnefs towards me, haxh condefcended xo be my 
Comforter; he doth it willingly, freely, powerful- 
ly; what have 1 received from him? In the multi- , 
tude of my perplexities how hath he refreihed my f 
foul? Can 1 live one day without his'confolations ?( 
And fhall 1 be regardlefs of him in that wherein he 
is concerned^ Shall 1 grieve him by negligence, 
fin and folly ? Shall not his love conftrain me to 
walk before him to all well-pleafmg? So have we 
in, general, fellowfliip with him. 

^ The fecond is that of the i ThelT v. 19. ^encb 
nat the Spirit, There are various thoughts about 
the fenfe of thefe words. The Spirit in others, 
that is, -their fpiritual gifts fey fome. But then it 
falls in with what follows, ver. 20. defpi/e net pro* 
phejying. The light that God hathfet up in our 
hearts, fay others. But where is ^hat cdled abfo- 
lutely to pneuma the Spirit. It is the Holy Ghoft 
himfelf that is here intended. Not imiiiediately, in 
refpeft of his perfon, in which regard he is faid to 
be grieved, which is a perfonal affeftion; but in re- 
fpeft of his motions, ablings, and operations. The 

' Holy Ghoft was typified by the fire, that was al- 
ways kept alive on th6 altar. He is alfo called a Spi- 
rit of burning. The reafons of that allufiott are 
manifold, not now to be infifted on. Now the op- 
pofition that is .made to fire in itsa<Sings, is by 
quenching. Hence the oppofition made to the aft- 
ings of the Holy Ghoft are callec^, ^enching of the 
Spirit y as fome kind of wet wood will do, when it 
.is caft into the fire. Thence are we faid in purfuancc 
of the fame metapbor, to ftir up with new fire the 

gifts 

. . ^ Digitized by, CjOOQIC 



%Jm Vll. (Jmmmm wilb the tloly fjbojt. 437 

gifts that are in tis. The Holy Ghoft is ft riving 
wtb us, moving varioufly forour growth in grace, 
and bringing forth fruit me6t for the principle he 
hath indued U5 withaL Take heed^ faith the a* 
poftle, left by the power of your lufts and temp- 
tations, you attend not to his workings, but hinder 
him in his good will towards yod^: that is what iitt 
you lyeih* 

This then is^ the fccond general rule for our 
communion with the Holy Ghoft* It refpe^ hi» 
gracitsus. operations in us,, and hy tis. There are 
federal and various ways, whereby the Holy Ghoft 
£$ fitd to a6l, exert^ and put forth hispoweFk^usr 
partly by movmg upon and ftirrkig up the gtace. 
we ha^e received: partly by new ftipplies of grace 
fc-om Jefus Chrift, falling in with oeca^otis foe their 
exercife, raifing good motions imracdiaiclyrOFOC* 
caftonally withm iis^ all tending to our f%irth£ranc^ 
ia obedience, and walkiiig with God'.. AlB thcfe 
are wexzarefnlly to obferve aiid take nodte ©f. <£on«' 
fider the fountaiu whence they come,, and: t&s^endi 
which they lead us unto : hence have we ccMifmn- 
uion with the Holy Ghoft, when we ean cofniider 
him by faith, as the immediate Author of rfl-fiip** 
plies, affiftances,. and th« whole relief we haTe % 
g^race, of aJP good' a£Hi^, rifitigs, morioris ib euir 
hearts, of all ftrivings and contendings agaiaft fin ; 
wlKn we confider i fay all thtfe his a^ngs^, and? 
workings in their tendencies to our confolationvanij 
•n that account ate careful aiid watchful to improve 
them all to the end aimed at,, as comiiig: fec^m himr 
who is fo loving and kind^ and tender to? tis^, we: 
have communion wit h him;. 

This is that which is intended EVery efiiacibugs 

a£ting of the MeiTed Spirit in and'.cdwardi>»oi^ibuJs: 

Knj; '^ 
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is cooftantly by faith to be confidercd as coming 
from him in a peculiar manner: his mind, his good 
will, is to be obfcrved therein. Hence care and 
diligence for the improvement of every motion of 
his will arife, thence reverence of his prefence wWi 
us. with due fpiritual regard to his holinefs doth - 
enfue, and our foub are wonted to entercoiir(e with fi 
him, /| 

3. The third camion- concerns him, and his' } 
work, in the difpeniation of that great ordinance 
of the word. Stephtn tells the Jews, AAs viL 51. 
ihat they refiftedthe Holy Ghoft\ how did they do 
it? why as their father did it. As your fathers didi 

fi do yiy How did their fathers refift the Holy 
Ghoft ? ver. 5 2. They perfecuted the prophets and 
Jlevo them T their oppofition to the prophets iff 
preaching the gofpel, or their fhewing of the com- \ 
ing of the juft one, was their refifling of the Holy 
Ghoft. Now the Holy Ghoft is faid to be refiftcd 
in the contempt of the preaching of the word, be- 
caufe the gift o( preaching of it is from him. Tlie 
manifefiation of the Spirit is given to profit. Hence 
when our Saviour promifeth the Spirit to hfs difci- 
pies, to be prefent vrith them for the conviiffion of 
the world; he ttlls them he will give them a month 
and wifdpm, which ihdr adverfacies fliatt not be 
able to gainfay nor refift, Luke xx^ 16.^ concerning 
which in the accomplifljment of k in Step^ien, k is 
faid, that they ttvr^'w/tfWi? to refift 4he Spirit by 
wbi(ih hejpaie, AAs vi. 10. The'Holy Ghoft theb 
fetting pp a miniftry in the church, feparatrag roea 
ihereto, fumiftiing them with gifts and abilities for. 
the difpenfation or the word;* the tot;, obeying of 
that word, oppofing of it, not falling down before 

' it, is cilkd r^fifting of the Hoi/ Ghoft. This in 

' . .the 
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'"the examples of the wickednefs of others are ve 
'cautioned aijainft. And chia enwraps the third ge- 
neral rule of our communion with the Holy Ghoft ; 
in the dif{5enfation of the word of the gofpel, the 
authority, wiftlom and goodncfs of the Holy Ghoft^ 
in furiftung men with gifts, for that end, and pur- 
pofe, and his prefence with them, a^ to ,the rertue 
thereof, is to be eyed i and fubjeftion given unta 
it on that account* On this reafcM), J fey, on this 
ground, is obedience to be yielded to the word, in 
the minifterial dif}>enfation thereof j becaufc the 
Holy Ghoft and he alone doth furnifh with gifts 
to that end and purpofe. When this confideratioit 
caufeth us xo fall low before the word, then hate 
•we communion wkh the Holy Ghoft in that wdi- 
nance. But this is commonly fpoken unta 



G H A P- vm. 

Particular dtrc^ions for cwrnnunicn with the Hofy 
Ghoft. " . ;.<f 

BEfdrel name particular dircftions for our ccwn- 
munion with the Holy XShoft, 1 muft preraife 
fomexautions, as far as the directions to be giiren 
concern his worftiip* : 

Firfty The divine nature is the reafon, an(} 
caufe of all worfliip, fo that it is impoiEble to wor- 
fliip aBy one p^rfcm, and not worfliip the whole Tri- 
mty, It is -(and that not witfiaut ground) denied 
by the fehooJmcn, that the formal. reafon and ob- 
jcft of divinie worfhip, is. in^ the perfons predfely 
cpnfidered; that is under, the fbrmally conftitutire* 
reafon d^ their perfonality^ which is their relation 

to 
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to each other: but this belongs to the'dtme nature 
and cffence, and to their diffinft perfons as they 
arc identified with the effence itfelf. Hence is that 
way of praying to the Trinity, by tbc'repetitioi^ 
of the fame petition, to the feveral perfons (as in 
the Litany) groundlefs, if not impious. It fuppof- 
eth that one pcrfon is worfhipped^ and not another^ 
when each perfon is worfhipped as God, and each 
perfctfi is fo. As thoagh we firft Ibould defire one 
thing of the Father, and be beard and granted by 
him, then alk the fame thing of the Son, and foof the 
Holy Ghoft ; and fo aft as to the fame thing three 
diftinft afts of wprfhip, and expect to be heard, and 
have the fame thing granted three times diftinct- 
ly, when all the works of tVie Trinity ad ei^roy are 
indivifible. . '^ 

The proper, and peculiar object of divine wor- 
fiiip, and invocation, is the effeilce of God in fta^ 
infinite excellency, dignky,. majefty, and- its. cau- 
felity as the fij^l foveraigw caufe of all things t now 
riws is common to all the three perfons, and is pia> 
per to each of them;, not formally, as a perfon^ 
but as God bleffedlor ever. All adoration rcfpects 
Aat which is common to all : fo. that in each act of 
ador^ion and wprfhip, all are ad6f ed, aod worship- 
ped. The creatures worfliip their Creator; and a 
man him in whofe image he was creaced^ viz^ him - 
from whom defcendcrh every good and perfect giftj. 
all this defcribing God, ^ God. Hencej. 

Stcmdtyy When we begin our prayers to QoSl 
the Father, and end them in the name of Jefus 
Chrift^ yet the Son is naleis infocatted, and wor- 
{hipped in the beginning tha» 'the Father, though 
he be peculiarly mentioned as Mediator in the 
clofe; not as Son; to himfelf;; i>iu as.Mediator to* 

the 
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^ 

the whole Trinity, or God In Trinity. But in the 
invocation of God the Father, we inTOcate every 
; pcrlbn, becaufe we invocate the Father as God, 
every perfon being fo. 

Thirdly^ In thatVheaverily directory which we 
have, 'Eph. ii. 18. this whole bufmefs is declared r 
our accefs in our worfliip is faid \o be to the Fa- 
ther; and this through Ghrift, or his mediation by 
the Spirit, or his affiftancc. Here is a diftinction 
of the perfbnsi as to their operations; but not at 
^ all as to their being; the object of our worftiip.. For 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft are no lefs worfhipped, 
in our accefs to God, than the Father hiitifelf. 
Only the grace of the Father, which we obtain 
'by the mediation of the Son, and the afEftance of 
the Spirit, is that which we draw nigh to God for. 
So that when by the diftinct difpenfation of the 
Trinity, and every perfon, we arejead^to worftiip; 
that is, to act faith on, or invocate any perfon, wc 
do-herein worfliip the whole Trinity, and every 
perfon, by what name focyer,. of Father, Son, or 
Holy Ghoft, w^ invocate him. So that this is to 
be obfcrved in this whole matter; that when any 
work of the Holy Ghoft (or any other perfon) 
l^hich is appropriated to him (we never exclude the 
concurrence of other perfons) draws us to the wor- 
fliip of him; yet he is not worfliipped exclufively, 
but the whok Godhead is worfliipped. 

Fourthly y Thefe cautions being premifed, 1 fay, 
" that we are diftinctly to worfhip the Holy Ghoft. 
As it is in the cafe of faith, in refpect of. the Fa- 
ther and the Son, John xiv." i. Believe in God,, be^ 
lieve alfo in me. This extends itfelf no lefs 10 the 
Holy Ghoft. Chrift called the difcipres for the 
acting of faith oh hkn, he bcmg upon the accom- 
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plifhment of the great work of his mediation: and 
the H0I7 Ghoft now carrying on the work of his 
deligation requireth the fame. And to the fame 
purpofe are their diRin^ Operatbns n^entioned. My 
Father worketh hitherto^ and I work. Now as the 
formal reafon of the worfliip of the Son, is not his 
mediation, . but his being God, his mediation being 
a powerful mptive thereto;.- fo the formal reafon of 
our worlhipping the Holy Ghoft, is not his being 
our Comforter, but his being God, yet his being 
our Comforter is a powerful motive thereunto. 

This is the fum of th^ firft direfiipn. The 
grace, aflings, love, effefts of the Holy Ghoft, 
as he is our Comforter, ou^ht to ftir us up, and 
provoke us to love, worfliip, believe in, and invo- 
cate hknj though all this being direfted to him as 
God, is no lefs direfted upon that account, to the 
other perfons, than to him; only by the fruits of 
his love towards us, are we ftirred up unto it. 

Thefe things being prefuppofcd, let the faiats 
Jeam to aft faith diftinftIy.on the Holy Ghoft, as 
the immediate efficient caufe of all the good things 
mentioned. Faith, I fay^ to believe in him, and 
faith in all things to believe him, and to yield obe- 
dience to him. Faith, not imaginaiipn ; the diftinc- 

- tion of the perfons in the Trinity, is not to be fan- 
cied but believed. So then, the fcripture fo fully, 
frequently, clearly, diftinftly afcribing the things 
we have been fpeakiog of, to the immediate effi- 
ciency of .the Holy Ghoft. Faith clofeth with hirn, 
in the truth revealed, and peculiarly regards him, 

, worfhips him, ferves him, waits for him, prayeth t« 
him, praifeihhim; alIthefethings,.Ifay,thefaintsdo 
in faith; the perfon of the Holy Ghoft, revealing 
ttfelf in theie operations and efledb, is the peciiriar 
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pbjeft of Qur worfliip. Therefore when he ought 
to^ be peculiarl) honoured, and is nor, he is pecu- 
liarly finned agamft, Afis v. 2. Ananias is faid to lie 
to the Hdly Ghoft, not to God, which being taken ef- 
fenrially, would denote the whole Trinity, but pe- 
culiarly to the Holy Ghoft: him he was to have 
honoured peculiarly, in that lefpecial gift of his, 
V/hicH he made profeffion of: not doing it, he fin- 
ned peculiarly agaiiift him: but this muft be a lit- 
tle farther branched into particulars. 

Let us then lay weight on every efFeft of the 
Holy Ghoft, in any of the particulars before men- 
tioned, on this account, that they are a6b of his 
love^ and power towards us. This faith will do 
that takes notice of his kindnefs iii all things, Fre- 
qnently he performs, in fundry particirlars, the of- 
fice of a Comforter towards us, and we are not 
throughly comforted ; We take no notice at all of 
what he doth. Then is he grievccf ; of thofe who 
do receive and own the confolation he tenders, and 
adminifters : how few are there that confider hini 
as the Comforter, arid rejoice in hiinas they ought. 
Upon cvefy work of confolation that the believer 
receives, this ought his faith to refolve upon. This 
is from the Holy Ghoft; he is the Comforter, the 
God of all. confolation. I know there is no joy, 
peace, hope, nor comfort but what he works, gives 
and beftows; and that he might give me this con- 
foUtion, he hath willingly condefcended to this of- 
fice of a Comforter,' his love Was in it, and on that 
account doth, he continue it. Alfo he is fenf by the 
Father and Soft for that end and purpofe. By this 
means come I to be partaker of tny joy ; k is in the 
Holy. Ghoft; of confolation, he is the Comforter, 
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What price now {hall 1 fet upon his lave? how fliall 
1 value the mercy that 1 have received? 

This, 1 fay, is applicable to every particular effeft 
of the Holy Ghod towards us; and herein have we 
coiumunion and feilowlhip with him, as was in part 
difcovered in our handling ^He particulars. Doth 
htjhed abroad tbe love of God in our hearts ? D^th 
he^witnefs unto our adoption? The foul confider<5 
his prefence, ponders his love, his condefcenfioD, 
goodnefs, and kindnefs, is filled with reverence of 
him, and care not to grieve him, and la"bours to 
preferve his tdmple, his habitation pure and holy. 

Again, our communion with him caufeth.in us 
returning praife, and thanks, and honour, and glo- 
ry, and bleffing to him, on the account of the mer- 
cies and privileges which we receive from him, 
which are many;: herein confifts our next direction. 
So''do we with the Son of Gipd on the account of 
OMt redemption, To htm that loved us^ and wajhed 
us 'with hi's oiibn^hlood^ to him be praife and glory^ 
ReV. i. 6, 4, 14/ And arc not the like praifes and- 
bkflings duc,t6 him, by whom the work of redeipp- 
tion is made effectual 10 us? who with no Icfs infi- 
nite love und'ertpok dbr confolation, than the Son 
our redemption? When we feel our hearts warm- 
ed with joy, fupported in peace, eftabliftied in our 
obedience; let us afcribe to him the praife that is 
due to him, blefs his name, and rejoice in him. 

And this glorifying of the Holy Ghoft in thank C- 
givingSj pn a fpiritual fenfe of his confolations, id 
no finall part of our communion with him. Confi- 
derins^ his free engagement in this work, his com- 
ing forth from the Father to this purpofe, his mif- 
Coii by the Son, and condefcei>(ion therein, his 
iove ^ad kindnefs, the foul c^ a beUever is poured 
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«it m thankful praifes ^o him, and is* fweetly af- 
fectedvwkh tlie duty. There is no "duty that leaves 
a more heavenly favour-in the foul than this doth. 
Alfo in our prayers to him, for the carrying on 
the work of oUr confblationi which he hath under*- 
taken lays our communion with Him*- John prays*' 
for grace and peace from the feven Spirits that 
We before the throne, or the Holy Ghoft; 
v^hofe opelliions are perfect and^complcat. This 
part of his worfhip is cxprefly mentioned frequent-* 
ly in fcripture, and all others' do neceflarily attend it. 
Let the faints confider, what need they ftand in of 
thefe effects of the Holy Ghofl before mentioned,:, 
with many ftich others as might be infiftet}' on, . 
"Weigh all the privileges, which we are made par*- 
takers^ of. Remember that he diffribirtes them as. 
he will; that he hath the fovereigndifpofal of them;, 
and they will be prepared for this duty; « 
' How and in what fenfe it is to be performed;^ 
hath been already declared'; what is the formal' 
rfeafon of this worftirp, and ultimate object of ir,' B 
have alfo manifefted. In the dutyitfelf isputforrhno 
fmall part of |h^ life, efficacy, and vigor ' of ^feith;; 
and we come Ikort of that enlargednefsoffpfrir in. 
dealing with God; and arc ftraitenedftoittwaf Ring- 
in the breadth of Ms ways, which we are called unto; , 
if we learn nor ourfelves-^to meet him* witW hlsuvor- • 
fliip, in • every way he is plieafed to comitiunicate : 
himfelf umo us. In thefe things hie does fe>,' in the- 
pcrfon Qf- thte Holy Ghbft; in that perfbndo we-: 
meet him, • his love, grace, .and authority, by* ourr 
prayers and ifupplidations/- 

Again, Confider hi.n as he condefcends to thir- 
delegation of the F'atlierr and the Son,' xts^ t\st * . 
Semfoitw.and aik him- daily ofthe fathtrin the: 
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namcj9^ Jefus Cbrift. This the dailf work <^ be^ 
lievers. They look iipoD» and by fakh oonfidcr the 
Holy Ghoft as promUed to be ieat^ hi tbispromifc 
they know lyes aU their grace, peace, joy, and 
hope. For by him fa pfomifed, and him ^Irac;. 
arc theic things commnnkated t€> cheau If thcre>» 
fore our Kfe to God, of the jpy of that Ufe be cor* 
iiden^e, in this we are to abound; to aflc ban off 
the Father, as children do of their |>ar.e&ts^ daHy^ 
bread. And as in this alking as^d receiviag of the 
Holy Ghoft, we have commnnioa with th^ FatE^r 
in his love, whence he is fent, and widi the Son 
in his grace, whereby he is obtained £i» us, fo Witib 
himfelf, on the account of hi&voluiitary eoodefcear 
fioa to this difpeniation. Every recjueft for theHolf 
Ghoft, implies our dofing wkh aii^ thcfe iOhthr 
riches of the grace ef Gcd^ 

Humbling oarfelves for our mifcarriage^ m rer 

ference to him, is another part of our commumoiF 

with him. That we have grieved him,. as tatM 

perfon, quenched him as to the motion of his grace,, 

4>r reiifted him in his ordinances, is to be mourned 

for, as hath been declared; Let our fouls be hunt^ 

bled before hhu oa this account. This one coi^ 

derable ingredient of ^ly forrow» and the 

thoughts of it, arc as foitable to the affcetiug o£ 

our hearts with humiliation, and indignation ag^^ 

fin, as any one whatever. I might proceed in ibc 

like confideraiions ; as alfo make application of thcnl 

to the particular effects of ^he Holy Gboft eouiaef 

rated ; but my dcfign is only to point out tfie beach 

of things, and to leave them to the knprovemeofi^ 

of others. . ^ 

I fliall fhut up this whole difcourfe with fom6 

ccnfideratibns of the; ftd ft^cand CQnditioiLof men 

not 
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«ot interefted in this promifc of the Spirit, nor 
made partakers of his confolation. 

n They have no true confolation or comfort be 
their eftate and condition what it wiH. Arc they 
«nder affliction or in trouble? they muft bear theii: 
own burSen^ and how much too weak they arc for 
^, if God be pleafed to ky on his hand with mor6 
■weight than ordinary, is eafily known. Men may 
iiave ftoutnefs of f4)irlt, and put on great rcfolu- 
2tions to wreftle with their troubles. But when 
this is merely from the natural fpirit of a man, 

1, For the raoft part it is but an outfide. It is 
«dode with rctpect to others, that they may not ap- 
f)ear low (pirited, or dejected. Their hearts arc 
*caten up and devoured with troubles and anxiety 
of mind. Their thoughts are perplexed, and they 
are ftill ft riving, but never come to a conqueft." 
Every new trouble, every little alteration in their 
trials, puts them to hew vexation. It is an unground- 
»cd refolution that beais them up, and they are ea* 
lily ftiaken. 

2. What is the beft of their refolves and endur- 
ing ? It is but a contending with God, who hath 
entangled thcra ; the ftruggling of a flea under a 
mountain. Yea though on outward confiderations 
and principles, they endeavour after patience and 
tolerance; yet aH is but a contending with God, a 
striving to be quiet under that which God hath fent 
tm purpofe to difturb them: God doth tiot afflict 
tnen without the Spirit, to exercife their patience; 
fcut to difturb their peace arid fecurity. All their 
arming themfelves with patience ^nd refolution, is 
but to keep the hold, that God \ri\\ cafl: them out 
x)f ;• or elfe make them the nearer to ruin. This, is 
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the beft of thdr confolatioa in the time of their 

. trouble. 

3. if they do promife to themfelves any thing 
of the care of God towards them, and relieve thciri^ 
Xelves thereby, as they often do on one account 
or another, (efpcciaUy when they are driyen fron^ 
bthcr holds) all their relief is but Mke the dreant- 
ing of an hungry man, who fuppofe^h that he eat* 
eth and drinketh, and is refreftied; but when be 
awakeih, he is empty, and difappointed. So are 
they as to all their relief^ that they proo^ife to rcr 
iceive from God, and the fupport which they feem 
■.to have from hinu When tbgr are awaked at the 
Jatter day and fee tI>ing$xleaFly, they will find th«tt 
God was their enemy, laughing at their calamity, 
and mocking when ^heir fear was on them. 

So it is with them in trouble- jls it ^ny better 
with them in their profperity ? This indeed is oftea 
greaf, and is marvelioufly defcribed ia fcripture, as 
10 their lives, and oftentimes quiet peaceable ends. 
But have they any true confolation all their days ? 
They eat, drink, fleep, and make merry, and per- 
haps heap up to themfeftes : tut how little do thefe 
. things make theqi to differ from the jbeafts that pe*- 
jifli.^ Solomon's advantage 10 hav.e'^fhe ufe, and 
know the utmoft ^f iitiefe things much beyond any 
of th^fons of men of our generaaan, is commonly 
taken notice of. The aidcount alfo that be gives 
of them is known:; They are alt vanity and ^xa- 
tion offpirit. This is.thejir confolation;; a crackling 
of thorns under ^ he pot ^ a fudden flafli, and blaze, 
that begins but to perifli. &o that 1)oth adverfity 
and profperity flayeth them, and whether they are 
laughing or crying, they .^c ilill dying. , 

• ^ Secondiyi 
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Seeondfyy They have no peace : no peace with 
-God, nor m their own fouls, 1 know that many of 
-' them upon falfe bottoms, grounds, and expectations, 
-do make a (hift to keep things in -fome quietnefs, 
'Neither is it my bufinefs at prefent to difcover the 
'ialfeoefs and unfoundncfs of it. But this is their 
'ftate: true and folid peace being an- effect of the 
>Holy Ghoft in the heartS'of believers (as hath been 
declared) they who are not made partakers of him, 
have no fuch peace. They may cry peace, {>eace, 
indeed, when fuddenly deftruction is at hand; the 
principles of their peace, (as may be eaffly evidenc- 
ed) are darkneft, or igriorance, rreaciheryof con- 
fcienee, tfelf-righteoiifnefe, and ;vain hop&. To 
thefe heads may ail the principles of their peace be 
■reduced, andvwhat will thefe avail rhem in the day 
when the Lord fhall deal with them. 

I might fay the fame concerning their joy and 
'hope, they are falfe and periftiing. Let them ^thea 
vcpnfider this, who have fatisfied thenrfelyes with a 
4)erfuafion of their intereft in the good things of 
rthe gc^pel, and yet have d^fpifed the Spirit of 
Chrift. I know thete are many that may pretend 
to him, and yet"'are flrangers from his grace. Bat 
5f they perifc -who^in profeiTion ufe him kindly, and 
honour him, if he dwell not in tJiem with power, 
where fhall they appear who oppofe and affront 
him ? The fcripture tells us that unlefs the Spirit 
of Chrift be in us, we are dead, we are reprdbatea. 
We are none of Ghrift's without him, you can have 
none of thefe gtorious effects of h5 towards believ- 
ers before-mentioned; and you are fo far from en- 
quiring Whether he be in you or no, as that you 
are ready to deride them in whom he is. Arc there 
Xione who prdfefs the gofpel, who have never once 
O o 3 - ferioufljr 
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ferioufly coquirecC Wheifacr tho^ are; made panak- 
crs oi the Hoif Gboft or no^ xou tbat ataiofi ac- 
CQUDC it t ridiculous thtog fo fae poc ^poo imy fodi 
queftjoAj who look on ^ men as ?ain {^etesdeis 
(hat calk of the Sptrk; the Lord Awake ibcfa mea 
iCo a fight of their cooditkxw ^ore it be roo hit. 
If the Spirit dwell noe so yoM» tf. he be not; 70U1 
Comforter, Deitfaor is God your Father, xior the 
Son your Advocate, nor ha^e 70a an^ portion ia 
the gofpeL O thtt God would awake fooie foor, 
foul ^ the coBfideracioQ of this tbing, beftire the 
neglect and tsomempt of the Holy Ghoift <X3fne to 
xhat of idefpifiog of hfin, frav which tliere is do 
recovery? That thfc Lord would fpread before 
tbem all the foily of their hearts^ tl»t they may be 
afhamed and coofoiiiidedt *aad do no inore pro&op- 
tuoufiy^ 
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